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The Friends of Gamlingay Village Primary are also appealing for volunteers to 
help them run this very popular event. If you think you can spare a couple of hours 
of your time on the day to help keep this wonderful community event running 
smoothly, please contact friendsofgamlingayvp@gmail.com

1st Gamlingay Rainbows are delighted 
to announce they now have two new 

leaders who will keep the group open in the short 
term. Long term we still need help to make our group 

permanent. 

This term the girls will be thinking about their community, charities 
and also the environment. 
We have kindly been given 30 bulbs by Adrian and his team at 
Wareseley garden centre. The girls planted these cups of kindness 
and they were given to the local care home as part of their 
community action. 
If anyone wishes to help out or become a leader please contact the 
rainbow leader Katie Fitzgerald ktfitzgerald2003@hotmail.com. 
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What’s On pages
We have a new way to insert your weekly events. 

There are still teething problems but we will persevere.

Please upload your club or society dates using 
‘whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk’ as detailed on our website.

If you also have an article, please submit that as usual. 
Please note that there will no longer be a page cross reference 

between the What’s On pages and page numbers in the 
main copy. This information will not be revised once copy is 

composited, so check your entries carefully.

Thank you to Ted Bradshawe for designing this new 
submission facility.

To advertise your business in the village magazine, please 
email for details:

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

£75 a dumpy bag or 
£140 for two (builder’s bag)

Gransden Self Storage
24 Hour Access
7 Days a Week

365 Days a Year

01767 676 189
www.GransdenSelfStorage.co.uk

MENIN GATE, YPRES 

What can we say? 
Has all been said? 
Is grieving done? 
Are tears all shed? 
How can we 
Comprehend the loss? 
That lies beneath 
Headstone and cross?

And who will say 
Enough’s enough,
To put an end
To war’s cold bluff? 
When will we learn?
War’s not the way
To live our lives
In peace - some day.

Those lads who fought
- Most not so old - 
Gave all they had, 
Their stories told.

Now Shannon Boys 
Have done them proud, 
With voices clear
They sang aloud.
‘Neath Menin Gate’s
Historic piers,
‘Mid poppies red
We still have tears.

Gill Spaul
Ypres, Belgium
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ALMSHOUSE VACANCY
There is a vacancy at the Gamlingay 
Almshouses. 
Applicants should apply to the Trustees 
of Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses, in 
writing. 
Please note that the deed of settlement 
states that applicants are to be ‘poor 
widows of good character resident 
in Gamlingay’, however the Charity 
Commission have given the Trustees 
discretion to widen these terms.
For further details, please approach one of 
the Trustees listed below:

S.A. Kindersley, The Barn, East Hatley
P. M. Gorton, The Emplins, Church St
J. Hough, 29 School Close



The Gazette Editorial Committee 
Production Editor Jackie Hough
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Distribution 
manager

Julie Newman 650 685

Distribution Jim and Barbara 
Manning

Village web pages Roderick Starksfield
Ted Bradshawe

gamlingay.org
Gamlingaygazette.uk

Advertising adverts@
gamlingaygazette.uk

What’s On pages whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Due to changes concerning data protection, The Gazette editor is very cautious about reproducing 
pictures of children. Every effort is made not to single out individuals, and parental permission is 
sought before using any item considered to highlight an individual child.

Your letters and items for articles can be dropped in at 17 Elizabeth Way, or emailed. We do not 
print anonymous contributions.

Every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the items included but the views expressed do not 
necessarily represent the views of the Committee.

Copy deadlines
Please upload 

events directly to the 
‘What’s On’ pages 

December 
5th November

Jan/Feb
3rd December

GARY HARE

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience

Need an …

ELECTRICIAN?

Peter E. Moss 
Established 1972
No VAT added

Phone:  01480 473892
Mobile:  07802 720173 

mosselectric@hotmail.com
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND EVERTON CUM TETWORTH

News from the churches

Rector:  Hilary Young Rectory, 3a Stocks Lane 650 587

Churchwarden: Alec Hissett 45 Fairfield 650 052

Reader:  Chris Miller 11 Bunyan Close 650 779

Parish Administrator: gamlingaychurch@outlook.com

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church
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Saturday 2nd 6.30pm Commemorative Service All Saints/All Souls G

Sunday 3rd 8.00am Holy Communion BCP G

9-11am Sparks G

10.00am All age/All saints/All souls service G

4.00pm Evensong E

Monday 4th 10.00am Communion service Avenalls way

Wednesday 6th 9.30am Midweek said Communion G

 Sunday 10th 9.30am Remembrance Service G

11am Remembrance Service E

Wednesday 13th 9.30am Midweek said communion G

Saturday 16th 10.00am Winter Fayre E

7 for
7.30pm

Clarinet Quartet(with buffet) at the Ecohub

Sunday 17th 9-11am Sparks G

 9.30am Eucharist + Prayers for healing G

11.00am Holy Communion E

Monday 18th 7.30pm Guild of St Marys G

Wednesday 20th  9.30am Midweek said Communion G

Friday 22nd 7.30pm Quiz Night in the Church Hall G

Sunday 24th 8.00am Holy Communion BCP H

9-11am Sparks G

9.30am Parish Eucharist + Baptism G

11.00am Parish Eucharist E

6.00pm Evensong G

Wednesday 27th 9.30am Midweek said Communion G

12.30 Soup Lunch G

Dear Friends – and everyone else
Following last month’s ‘Thank 
You’ theme, this month’s is 
‘Remembering’ – which we usually do 
with thanksgiving thrown in. Bonfire 
night we have a good old Autumn 
celebration vaguely connected with 
remembering a failed attempt to blow 
up Parliament, often conflated with the 
All Hallows celebrations, nowadays 
concentrated more on the eve than 
on the day. All Saints festival replaced 
a pagan festival and is intended to 
remember all the faithful people we call 
Saints, and its following celebration is 
a time when we remember the people 
we know who have died, and also all those who have gone before us in whose debt we live, often unthinkingly.  
Halloween seeks to ward off the forces of evil thought to be gathering the night before the Feast.Then on November 
11th and/or the nearest Sunday to that date we remember those whose lives were lost in two world wars, giving 
thanks for what their lives bought for those who followed.
Of course you do not have to be a Christian to understand that remembering  and thanking are important themes 
in life – many people who actively distance themselves from organised religion, or faith, or both, would say they 
do both thanks and remembrance at least as well as those who call themselves Christians.  I am not entering that 
debate, just urging that we do these things well and together. I believe in the God who made everything, seen and 
unseen, understood and not understood, who is at work in all  creation whether we acknowledge that or not, and 
so the great themes of life are important just because they are, not because we decide they should be. Our religion 
may (or may not! - though it is no use if it does not) enhance our ability to live well. Faith, hope and love are universal 
values. Saint Paul in his letter to the church in Corinth identifies Love as the greatest, elsewhere understood to be 
expressed in generosity, humility, gratitude, kindness. I would not be doing what I do if I did not believe that the truth 
about life is shown uniquely, completely, though not exclusively, in the life and teaching, death and resurrection of 
Jesus, God seen in human form.
So what about remembering? It is a great gift which gives back as we remember good things and are thankful for 
them, but it can also be the cause of pain and difficulty. And today we have the challenges to our society of whose 
minds deteriorate so that they cannot remember (and this could be any of us!). Let us not, then, waste the gift while 
we have it, and let us help one another when that gift is departing or has gone, knowing that God is God of Time and 
Eternity, in whom all things are gathered, healed and complete. 
Hilary



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH
Stocks Lane

Lead Pastor: Revd Adrian Semerene
Church Secretary: Sally Graves 01767 650 112

Church office: 01767 651 519

Sunday Services
10.00am-10.30am Awakening 
Praise 
10.45am Worship Service (with GBC 
kids and youth)
Communion will be celebrated on 3rd 

Nov

Sun 10th Nov at St Mary’s 
Joint Remembrance Day Service 
following
the Act of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial
GBC Kids -not November 10th

Fun activities to explore bible stories
Every Sunday part-way through the 
morning service

Small Groups
Meeting Tues Morning, Wed and 
Thurs evening 
Please contact the office for details

Men’s Prayer and Breakfast
A time to share, pray and eat 
together Sat 2nd Nov 9.00am

Craft and Hobbies Group
Bring your own craft or hobby and 
work on it in the company of others.
Thurs 6th Nov 10.00am
 

Ladies Brunch
Studying, sharing and praying for the 
first half, with children joining to do 
activities for the second half. 
Sat 16th Nov 
10.00am-1.00pm

Coffee Morning
In aid of GBC and 2019 
Charity
10.00am-11.30am
Thurs 21st Nov 10.00am-
11.30am
Come join us for tea/coffee and cake

For more details please contact 
Jane, our administrator on 651 519 
or email office@gbchurch.org.uk
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“Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences,
and penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope.”

Maya Angelou

Have you ever been in a situation, where you hear something said that 
shocks you so much, you are actually left speechless? This happened to me 
twice in recent weeks. We were as a church, out and about at some different 
events in the community. While there, we were giving away snacks, had free 
games and crafts, advertised upcoming events, and also offered prayer. All 
sounds pretty normal, right? Well, it was until, on two separate occasions, I 
heard two different people (one of them being a child) state, the reason we 
were offering everything for free was because we wanted people to give us 
big donations.
I was genuinely speechless. I was saddened that, what we were aiming to 
do, love and serve our community, could be so misunderstood. Jesus, when 
being questioned by many people, who were trying to catch Him out, was 
asked what the most important commandment was, to which Jesus said,

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment 
greater than these.” (Mark 12:29-31)

Obviously, we try to love God with everything that we are, but we are also 
called to love our neighbours. That’s YOU. We want to love our community, 
in the best way we can. At our church, one of our values is being committed 
to Community, both inwardly as a church fellowship, and outwardly. We want 
to get to know you all, serve you, and love you, because we want to and we 
believe we’re called to. We don’t have a hidden agenda to take your money, 
though we may on occasion ask for donations, but we try to keep these 
times to a minimum.

Of course, as a Christian, I want to share my faith with everyone, but I would 
never force my belief onto anyone. Those in the community who know me 
(and hopefully others in the church) know this to be true. Now, I know we’re 
going to get it wrong sometimes, we’re human, and for that we are sorry. 
However, I believe the world in which we live needs us to show each other 
some more love and pushback the barriers that stop us from loving each 
other, and sometimes that means we might take down the price tag, so you 
know, we’re not doing it for your money, but because we care about you, 
and want to get to know you better!

Fancy finding out more about this crazy love I’m on about? Come join us 
some time! We’d love to see you soon, be it at a service on Sunday or at the 
Backroom Cafe, or any other event, so please don’t be a stranger.
Have some questions? You can get in touch any time, I’d love to meet with 
you.

Many blessings

Rev Adrian Semerene - Lead Pastor -Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk - 07472 350860 - Twitter: @asemerene 



TAYLARD HOUSE

Bed and Breakfast

01767 - 650 517

Dinner on request

www.taylardhouse.com

Call today to have 

your oven, hob, 

extractor or Aga 

professionally 

cleaned 
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 Greens up and thickens the lawn

 Removes weeds and minimises moss

 Completely safe for children and pets

 Locally owned and operated business

 Regular personalised treatments

 No contract - Direct Debit available
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Guild of St Mary meetings
All ladies are warmly invited to the 
Guild of St Mary meetings, usually 
held on the third Monday of each 
month at 7:30pm in the Church 
Hall, Gamlingay. 

We have nine meetings per year 
with speakers, both a fantastic 
Garden Party and a Christmas 
Party and at least one outing. 

If you would like more information 
come along to one of our 
meetings, or contact Liz on 650 
988. Visitor charges are £4, or join 
us for £6 subscription + £2 per 
meeting

The next meeting is: 

Monday 18th November: 
Helen Walton from The Leprosy 
Mission.

Quiz night
November 22nd, 7.30 

at Gamlingay Church Hall

Snacks and soft drinks/tea/coffee 
provided

Bring your own alcohol 
(we have glasses!)

More details will be available from 
Sandra, and look out for posters

A new face at GBC

Hey! I’m Abi and I am the Youth 
Pastor at Gamlingay Baptist 
Church (www.gbchurch.org.uk)

 I’ve just moved to the area and 
am so excited to get stuck in to 
the community and the church. 
Currently we only have a youth 
session on a Sunday during 
the morning service (10:45 am 
-12:15pm), but we have plans of 
launching other gatherings, for 11-
18’s throughout the week. I am also 
volunteering at the local youth club 
on Thursdays and will be joining 
WCCYM (West Cambridgeshire 
Christian Youth Ministries) with 
schools work at Comberton Village 
College. 

I would love it if you wanted to get 
connected - you can add me on 
social media or drop me an email 
or text! All details are below. I look 
forward to getting to know you 
more! 
 
Facebook – YouthPastor GBC  
Instagram - @youthpastor_abi_gbc 
Email - abi@gbchurch.org.uk 
Phone - 07307349525

WI event
November 19th 7:30 Kier Suite
Music through the decades with Pat 
and Roy



LIBERTY
Conservatories, summerhouses, doors, windows and all related 

repairs. Quality PVCu and aluminium specialist.

Conservatories Sash Windows Guttering Doors

Orangeries Casement Windows Verandas

Canopies Bi Folding Doors Fascias

For a no obligation quotation
Matthew Sanders 07976 586 615

Tel/Fax 01767 651 815
email msanders471@btinternet.com

Office 81 Cinques Road Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds SG19 3NR
A FENSA Registered Company, 10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee
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THE CUTTING MILL
2 Mill Street, 
Gamlingay

01767 650250

CELEBRATING OUR 
20TH YEAR

PROFESSIONAL STYLING
For all the family

 
Find us on facebook  

Gamlingay & District 
Garden Club

Grasses are the understated 
jewels of the garden. Versatile yet 
sophisticated, they can be used 
in the garden in numerous ways. 
Towering forms with striking foliage 
make eye-catching features; lower-
growing plants provide structure and 
rhythm in a mixed border, or carpet 
the ground with spreading leaves.

Please come along on November 
6th 2019 at the Eco Hub.

 
The meeting starts at 7.30pm and 
Tim Fuller, the owner of Plantsmen’s 
Preference in Norfolk will tell you 
everything you ever wanted to know 
about Gardening with Grasses

Ann Bibby Charity Fund 
Raiser

It is with much sadness that after 
seventeen years, Ann Bibby has 
decided that the 2019 Village Show 
was her last one to run a fundraising 
stall on behalf of two Charities. Ann 
wishes to thank everyone who has 
supported her over these years by 
donating prizes and buying raffle 
tickets to enable her to raise several 
thousands of pounds which have 
been divided between Cancer 
Research and Sue Ryder.
Special thanks go to her immediate 
family including grandchildren and 
to Peter, Rose Gwen and Andrew 
who all helped both before the 
events and on the stalls and without 
whose help she would not of been 
able to carry this out each year. 
Special thanks also go to Nick and 
Jackie for making sure that details 
were published in the Biggleswade 
Chronicle each year.
All prizes from Saturdays show 
allocated and a total of £580 was 
raised so Cancer Research and Sue 
Ryder have received £290 each.

Ticket numbers were, 
90 white - Doreen - cosmetics.
56 - Rose Wesley - lynx, 
405 white - John - rose bowl, 
155 orange - Katrina Smith - wine, 
209 Linda Perry - purse set, 
289 white - Janet Field, 
257 white - Christine Roberts - 
shortbread, 
349 white - Jackie - hand lotion. 281 
white - Wendy - chocolates, 
52 white - sweet caramel popcorn, 
121 orange - flower fairies, 
453 white - Jan Law, 
149 orange -  Ann - foot collection, 
234 orange - Carolyn - umbrella, 
50 orange - Peter - meat voucher, 
182 white - Alan Taylor - hot water 
bottle, 
134 orange - Malcolm - CD clock 
radio, 
457 white - Pippa, 
253 orange - Louise Hickson, 
31 white - Arabella - ruby port, 
26 white - Sonni, 
14 orange - Chloe - wine, 
480 white - Aaekil - book, 
157 white - Joe - wine, 
146 white - chicken, 
261 white - Freda Kitchener. 



BEANSTALK UPDATE FROM 
‘GAMLINGAY PLAYERS’

The Magic Beanstalk is alive and well and steadily 
growing during the rehearsals for the pantomime ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk’ to be performed by Gamlingay 
Players on Friday 29th, Saturday 30th November and 
Sunday 1st December. The Wicked Witch, Poison Ivy, 
has been practising her evil cackle, Fairy Rosebud 
has been swishing her magic wand, Jack has been 
slapping his thigh and Dame Nelly has been practising 
wearing a dress - all in preparation for our audiences!
Tickets, priced at £9 adults and £7.50 for concession 
and children, will be on sale from 1st November 
from The Hub or are on sale online NOW at: www.
gamlingayplayers.org.

Evening performances at 7.30pm on Friday and 
Saturday plus Matinees at 2.30pm on Saturday 
and Sunday, with a licensed bar available at all 
performances.

Don’t miss this traditional family entertainment in your 
village.
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THE PARISH OF GAMLINGAY W ITH HATLEY ST. GEORGE and EAST HATLEY

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
AND

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
With Santa’s Grotto

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th December
1pm – 5pm

We are delighted to announce that Santa will be visiting his grotto on Saturday and Sunday and will be assisted 
by his band of trusty elves. Making a very welcome return will be The Alice Lucas School of Dance who will be 
performing on Sunday. Their performance last year was so beautiful and moving and the students all coped so 
well performing in such an unusual space. Also Gamlingay Community Choir will be providing some of the musical 
entertainment.   There will be craft and gift stalls to buy from as well as children’s activities, tombola and raffles. As 
always St Mary’s will provide their delicious refreshments and mouth-watering cakes and mulled wine will also be 
available!

The weekend will end with the draw of our Grand Raffle and community carol-singing.
Raffle tickets for the Grand Draw will be delivered to your homes during 
November.

We invite all our village organisations and any individuals to become 
involved by:
‘buying’ a stall for £10 per day to raise funds for your group
entering a tree on the theme of ‘FILMS’ - so lots of opportunity to show 
off your creativity 

To book a stall, (limited spaces) for one or two days, or to enter a tree, 
please email:
Andrew Smith on andrewbsmith1@btinternet.com
Best wishes from St Mary’s Church
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Care home goes from ‘Inadequate’ 
to ‘Good’ under new ownership.
Potton View (formerly known as 
Millfield Lodge) in Gamlingay, 
Cambs. has been praised for its 
caring approach to promoting 
resident’s independence and the 
well-structured levels of support and 
oversight provided by management.

Following an inspection in August 
2019, inspectors have rated Potton 
View, in Gamlingay, as good across 
all areas.
Registered manager Gary Burke 
said: “I am so proud of the team 
here at Potton View and what they 
have accomplished in the one year 
since we opened. We knew we had 
a lot of work to do to overcome the 
negative perception of the home 
following its prior ‘Inadequate’ CQC 
report and subsequent closure under 
the previous ownership. We are 
delighted that following the purchase 
and investment in the home by Black 
Swan Care Group we are well on 
the way to showing what the right 
approach can lead to”.
Potton View was last inspected back 
in August 2017, when it was under 
different ownership and known as 

Millfield Lodge and was rated by 
the CQC as ‘Inadequate’, forcing 
its closure. At the time, the CQC 
said it had found breaches of legal 
requirements including items in 
relation to safeguarding of people, 
people’s care records and the 
governance of service and incidents 
such as serious injuries not being 
reported correctly.

Potton View currently cares for 12 
residents and is registered to care 
for up to 31. Some of the residents 
at the home spoke to the inspectors. 
Comments included “if you ring 
for staff, they’re here in seconds, 
including at night” and “The home 
is kept in tip top condition, look how 
clean it is here”. Families visiting 
on the day of inspection were also 
spoken to and made comments to 
inspectors including “The staff are all 
lovely, really kind and caring, there 
is never anything unkind. My relative 
is really quite outspoken and would 
raise any issues straight away”
The report went on to add: “Staff 
were observed encouraging people 
to maintain their independence, 
including supporting people with 
their mobility.”

“Staff respect and promote 
resident’s dignity and privacy and 
support people with decision making 
if needed”.
The report was also positive about 
the home’s new management, 
with the home manager “actively 
encouraging feedback from residents 
and their families and acting on it 
to improve the service”. The report 
also went on to state “The home 
manager (and senior management) 
are all very approachable. The home 
managers door is always open and 
he’s always happy to listen to what 
you have to say”.
Mr. Burke said the staff were 
delighted with the praise from the 
inspectors. He added “At Potton 
View our caregiving is individualised 
and tailored according to need, 
life history and choice. Our caring 
team pride themselves on providing 
discreet support in an environment 
which is not institutional, but as 
much like home as they can make 
it”.
Potton View is run by Black 
Swan Care Group and was fully 
refurbished after its purchase in 
2018. 
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Waresley 
Cricket Club

A successful and 
memorable season 
has now come to an 
end, time to take stock of what has 
happened and start preparing for 
2020!

The 1st XI overcame a tricky start 
to end the season well, winning 8 
games and finishing a creditable 
5th in the league, above Kimbolton, 
Blunham, Castor, Ufford Park and 
Huntingdon. Our two Australians, 
Tim Mulholland and Angus Flint 
performed well and became popular 
members of the squad. It was 
good to see a lot of local and home 
grown players doing well, especially 
17 year-old Jamie Baker who is 
developing into a fine all -rounder 
and quick bowler.

The 2nd XI showed a big 
improvement on 2018 by winning 
5 games and avoiding relegation. 
The side was made up of seasoned 
veterans and at least 12 who 
came through from the colts and 
impressed as they transition from 
youth to senior Cricket. Will Paul, 
Josh Upton, Joe Barrett, Archie 
Jones, Sam Noble & Ritchie 
Ellingham really came on in 2019.

The Sunday XI had a tough season 
and were relegated by just one point 
on the last day but still recorded 
five good wins -  again the mixture 
of youth and experience made a 
competitive team and hopefully 
our youngsters will learn from 
Cambridgeshire legend Nigel 
Gadsby who made a number of 
appearances.

The Colts enjoyed yet another 
successful year – more details next 
month – more than 90 youngsters 
signed up for our  8 mixed and 2 
girls teams as well as the 5 to 8 
year-old Allstars.

On top of all this, we celebrated 
our 150th anniversary with games 
against the MCC and a Gamlingay XI 
– both proved to be great occasions 
and were well attended with much 
business done at the bar and 
barbecue!

Our Indoor side, Deepdale CC start their season shortly and we will soon be 
announcing the dates of our pre-season indoor nets – the winter will just fly 
by!

The presentation Evening is at the Duncombe Arms on Saturday 19 October 
where we give out the awards and say thank you to all our tireless volunteers 
including the captains, coaches, tea-ladies & groundsmen. The AGM at the 
Pavilion on Thursday 5 December

To keep up to date, visit www.waresley.play-cricket.com and follow us on 
Facebook & Twitter. To contact us - email waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk.

SENIOR AWARDS 
2019

WINNER STATS

1st XI Batting Sam Johnson 439 runs at 27.44

1st XI Bowling Nigel Buckingham-Jones 23 wickets at 13.91

2nd XI Batting Jim Keys 295 runs at 19.67

2nd XI Bowling Rod Kerr 18 wickets at 16.22

Sunday Batting Ben Irish 233 runs at 16.64

Sunday Bowling Peter Colebrook 16 wickets at 17.13

Slater/Mack Trophy 
Most Field Catches

Steve Warman 11 Catches

Best 1st XI 
Performance - Holden 
Tankard

Laurence Frederick 76 v Huntingdon 

Best 2nd XI 
Performance - 
Worriker Rosebowl

Gary Cole 104* v Houghton & 
Wyton

Best Sunday XI 
Performance

Archie Jones 4 for 30 and 35* v 
Grantchester

Best Under  18 
Player/Performance - 
John Gillett Shield

Jamie Baker 4 for 9 v Stamford

Most Improved Player 
- Adams  Trophy

Ben Evans 306 runs and 2 
fifties –
20 catches and 3 
stumpings

Best Club Member - 
Presidents Trophy

Debs Paul Running colts 
evenings – teas – 
support – committee

Lyndon Price 
Champagne Moment

Jaime Fensome Fielding ball v 
Castor & Ailsworth 
– thought batsmen 
had only taken 2 – 
they’d run 4!

COLTS AWARDS 2019 
Luke Knibbs Colts Batting Award Archie Jones
Paul Swannell Colts Bowling Award Josh Upton
U9 Player of the Year Rory Green 
U9 Coaches Award Max Wilamowska 
U9 Coaches Award Kate Petzer
U11 Girls Player of the Year Alycia Pilkington 
U11 Girls Coaches Award Ava Kemp
U11 Player of the Year Luke Lowten 
U11 Coaches Award James Chew
U13 Girls Player of the Year Lucy Barrett 
U13 Girls Coaches Award Chloe Sibley
Waresley CC 2019
U13 Player of the Year James Petzer
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POTTON WINDOWS LTD

Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by 

Design

FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured

Discounts for Pensioners

Tel: 01767 260626
E-mail: 

sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

D C FINNIGAN
Motor Engineering Specialists
Unit 1, Green End Industrial Estate,

Gamlingay

MOT
TESTING
STATION

Tel: 01767 651 653
Your local MOT Test Centre for 

Gamlingay
Servicing and repairs

for most makes of car including 
Classic Cars

Telephone now for fast, friendly service

Accounting & Administration for the small business

Small business? 
Find record keeping a chore? 
Not really sure what you should be 
doing?

Let us help – we can take the whole 
job off your hands or give you the 
training to complete it yourself – 

Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Payroll, 
VAT, CIS, 1-1 Training

Whatever you need we have the Solution!

For a free consultation contact 01767 677 562 
or admin@simplesolutionscambs.co.uk
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Dear Editor
I wonder if you would allow me to reply to the report from Cllr Bridget 
Smith in your last issue, where she references an audit report for the district 
council?
The report to which Cllr Smith refers is one by the council’s own head of 
finance rather than an independent or external auditor, and it sets out the 
challenges the council has faced in recent years in completing its end of 
year accounts. The report itself does not use the highly colourful language 
adopted by Cllr Smith, and I would not want your readers to think that the 
Council’s finances were anything other than sound. To suggest otherwise is 
misleading.
What the report does do is say that more work needs to be done to ensure 
that end of year account closing is properly resourced. That is something 
the Audit Committee has expressed concerns about in recent years and 
rightly so.
That situation still continues, and at the most recent Audit Committee 
in September, which I attended, the council’s officers were urged by all 
councillors present to recruit staff to do this work.

Yours sincerely
Peter Topping
Leader of the Council 2016-18



ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Lindy Gorton

Tel: 01767 - 650 581

Internal & External
Decorating Services

Personal References available

Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations

Phone 01767 651647

Mobile 07889 966557

Lewis Wooding

Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Services
Established 2010. Fully insured & DBS checked.

www.smileypets.co.uk
Tel:07894 561 765 Email:liz@smileypets.co.uk
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Potton Ladies Club meets on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 
7.30pm at Mill Lane Pavilion, Mill 
Lane, Potton. SG19 2PG. 
We have a range of speakers, 
a lunch club and numerous 
day trips. Visitors are always 
welcome for £5, to include light 
refreshments.Contact: Sarah 
Burgoine at: sarahjburgoine@gmail.
com or 01767 631415

What did we discover 
about Gamlingay?

The inaugural Discover Gamlingay 
Walk and Treasure Hunt took place 
on Sunday 29th September. Nearly 
100 people of all ages weren’t 
deterred by the fact that the skies 
opened just as the event did. After 
the adventure and fun of exploring 
the village, walkers returned to the 
Eco-hub for a cuppa and to enjoy 
singing from both GVP choir and 
the community choir, who both 
did themselves and the village 
proud. Three children who had won 
prizes in the logo / badge design 
competition were announced and 
events concluded with a prize draw, 
with prizes kindly donated by local 
businesses, for which many thanks. 
Not wanting to carry anything 
forward to next year (should we 
decide to hold the walk again) we 
even put surplus tea bags, biscuits 
and a part used bag of sugar into 
the draw – what a trophy!

Although not held as a fund-raiser 
as such, we expect to be able to 
donate in the region of £70 to local 
foodbanks.
Notwithstanding the weather 
everyone seemed to enjoy it. As 
organisers you might expect us to 
say that, but here’s what some of the 
participants said: 
“Thanks for all your hard work in 
organising it; we all thoroughly 
enjoyed ourselves.” 

“I’ve lived here for most of my life 
and I enjoyed learning things about 
the village that I just didn’t know. 
Thank you so much.”

“A fantastic day and so well 
organised. Made me realise I should 
go walking more often in Gamlingay 
with my family as it really is a 
beautiful place to live.”

“Although we are from Biggleswade 
we learned about this through 
the Gazette and decided to come 
and we are really glad we did. We 
thoroughly enjoyed it; what a lovely 
village.”

“It was excellent despite the horrible 
weather. I took my grandfather and 
even though he’s lived here all his 
life he spotted a couple of things 
he’d never noticed before as we 
were hunting for clues! So thank you 
for that.”

“The music was also lovely and 
having the opportunity to speak with 
local clubs and organisations was a 
clever way to promote what’s going 
on locally – I’ll certainly be joining 
the gym now!”

“ …A great day.”

“Thank you to the lovely gentleman 
in the church today who was 
absolutely fantastic.”

“Would love to do it again next year, 
it was great fun!”
“Thank you to everyone involved in 
organising”
The organising committee included: 
Archeology Group, Baptist Church, 
Community Choir, Cubs, Eco-hub, 
Gardeners, 2nd Gamlingay Guides, 
The Gym, History Society, Guides, 
St Mary’s Church, Village Primary 
school, Walkers, W.I., Youth Club.
Sponsors:
Our grateful thanks to Gamlingay 
Parish Council and Gamlingay 
Community Turbine (tithe fund) for 
sponsoring the event.
Prize Draw Sponsors, included
Premier Express Store, Co-Op, Old 
Bank Barbers, The Wheatsheaf.

If you would like your organisation 
to be involved in any future Discover 
Gamlingay event, please contact 
keith.warburton@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk



Domestic & Commercial 
Electrical Services

From an extra socket to a full re-wire
New builds
Extensions
Kitchens

New Fuse boards
Electric Vehicle charge points

Additional sockets and lighting
Professional, friendly service

Contact Steve
07801 782 299

steve@konnectelectrical.com

13email contributions to: editor@gamlingaygazette.uk






Classical, light and jazzy musical favourites  

with delicious buffet 


7pm for 7.30pm


Stocks Lane, SG19 3JR

Tickets £15 (£5 children)  
Including buffet and a welcome drink 

Tickets available from Gamlingay Eco-Hub 
(01767 651226) Please book by 9 November 

Proceeds towards St Mary’s Church roof fund.

GAMLINGAY VILLAGE SHOW 
FUN RUN

Well done to all the 2019 Fun Run 
participants who took on the lovely 
course and heat with much laughter 
and enjoyment during the Village 
Show on Saturday 21st September! 
The ages ranged from 6-71 and 
everyone really deserved their medal 
at the finish line!!

This year’s winners were:
Mens 1st Place Matthew Hogg, 2nd 
Place Jack Mattin
Ladies 1st Place Ann Storey, 2nd 
Place Liz Riley
Juniors 1st Place G Kemp, 2nd 
Place Megan Randall

A big thank you to Johnny Johnson 
for allowing us on his land, all the 
marshals for helping to keep the 
runners safe and on the right track 
and last but not least all of the 
participants. We raised over £70 this 
year and look forward to seeing even 
more Fun Runners next year.

St Neot’s Museum
Winter Craft & Gift Fair 
19th October ~ 24th December
Handmade gifts by local artists and 
makers. Discover our beautiful and 
unique Christmas gifts, including 
jewellery, cards, ceramics, textiles, 
paintings, prints and decorations.

Craft & Gift Open Evening 
Thursday 14th November 
4.00pm – 8.00pm 
Looking for that special present? 
Enjoy a glass of wine with a mince 
pie and nibbles and discover the 
unique handmade gifts for sale in 
our Winter Craft & Gift Fair.

Toddler Time
10.30 – 11.30am  
Drop in event ~ £3.50 per child 
Thurs 5th Dec. – Old Toys 
Join us for fun history based 
activities for young children, 
explore the museum and take home 
a messy art creation too!  
Babies and accompanying adults 
free 

The Ghost Walk returns.. 
Wednesday 13th November 7:30pm



Quiz and Puzzle Corner
by Kevin Bentley

Komino
Rules:- 

Using the whole list of reversible digit pairs, complete the grid so that each box 
contains one pair.  
A digit cannot be beside the same digit in an adjacent box.  
Boxes containing a pair of identical digits cannot be side by side. 

October solution 
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We run a free community NHS hearing aid 
maintenance session in Gamlingay, at the 

Baptist Church, Stocks Lane. 

At these drop in sessions we will clean and 
re-tube your NHS hearing aids, supply you 
with NHS hearing aid batteries, and offer 
information/advice about hearing loss. 

Held on the 4th Friday of each month, 

10am -12noon 

 22nd November

Friday 24th 
January

Friday 24th July

 28th 
February

28th August

27th 
March

25th 
September

24th April 23rd October

22nd May 27th 
November

26th June SORRY, NO SESSION 
IN DECEMBER 

20
20

Gamlingay and Hatleys Community Car 
Scheme  

Could you become a volunteer driver for the Gamlingay 
and Hatleys Car Scheme, which provides transport for 
essential purposes to residents of Gamlingay, the Hatleys and 
surrounding villages?  
Our villages have little or no public transport, and the car 
scheme is becoming increasingly well known amongst 
residents as a valuable support - but the scheme urgently 
needs more volunteer drivers to continue that support. Your 
tasks would be to get residents to their appointments, or 
community activities - for driving only! You would not be 
required to do shopping or provide physical assistance.  
The scheme is entirely voluntary and flexible to suit your 
availability, so you would drive on whichever days or hours 
would be convenient to you, and all mileage driven will be 
reimbursed at approx. 45p per mile.  

The scheme is sponsored by South Cambs District Council.  
Volunteers must have held a full UK driving license for a 
minimum of 2 years and a DBS check will be provided. There 
are no other qualifications required!  Just your goodwill!
Please contact Alison Baker for more information, or to sign 
up.  
Tel:  07519 493 701 or 
01767 650 122 
and now HACT has gone we need you even more



All Green Landscapes
Mark is an award winning, fully qualified 

horticulturist with over 25 years’ 
experience in landscaping. 

We can provide:

• Patios & Decking
• Fencing
• Planting & Pruning
• Paving & Driveways
• Turf laying or seeding
• Full Liability Insurance
• Fully Guaranteed

For advice or a FREE quotation call Mark 
 

 01767 651126 or 07850397317
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay

www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk

J Edward Bradshawe
Atcomputers

Contact-man.com

9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy.
Beds. SG19 3JU

Consultancy Hardware supplies

Bespoke 
software

E-Trading systems

Web/Cloud 
systems

Computer system 
design

The Online Manager
Yourname.contact-man.com

All your contacts here online on all devices

Phone: +44(0) 1767 650 429
web: jedwardbradshawe.co.uk

Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can seat 
85, with good acoustics

One user per session; new kitchen and boiler 
Ideal for meetings and parties 

Large car park

£11.00 per hour (£8.50 Hatley residents)
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info
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Tips for the late Autumn Garden
by Karen Aitkins 

of All Green Landscapes Ltd

We are now fully into autumn and 
the weather will definitely feel chilly 
and be more changeable.

As soon as we sweep up, the 
leaves are back again and the 
heady smell of rotting crab apples 
and mulching leaves and bark 
accompany us on our walks. Trees 
are giving up the last of their leaves 
before a long winter sleep as it’s 
usually more windy in November. It’s 
damp and can be quite dull but this 
is an important time for the garden; 
it is ready to be put to sleep for the 
winter. The earth is soggy and heavy 
with fresh rain which makes digging 
laborious and hard work. 

Where leaves have fallen then clear 
them, especially on pathways which 
could become quite hazardous. A 
good way to rot down your leaves 
for fertilizer is to stuff them into a 
plastic bag with pierced holes in. 
Make sure the leaves are wet or add 
water. This makes an excellent plant 
conditioner.

There is an increased chance of 
frost and the winds will feel quite 
raw blowing the last of the leaves 
free.  Most plants become dormant 
but there are still a few plants that 
bloom through the winter. This is 
still a good time of year to get in 
new trees, shrubs and roses before 
the cold winter or to move existing 
ones. Protect tender new plants 
from frost. You can plant tulip and 
daffodil bulbs now.

This is also a good month to do 
maintenance, clear out the shed and 
have a good tidy up. Get the lawn 
mower serviced and sharpened. 
Empty out all old pots and clean. 
Use a good garden disinfectant to 
clean everything you are putting 
away for the winter as this will 
deter parasites and infection for 
next year. Clean the bird tray and 
bath because this can also harbour 
parasites. Don’t forget to keep 
feeding the birds but use a proper 
tray that’s high up to protect from 
cats and deter rats. If you’re going 
to have a bonfire, look out for 
hibernating hedge hogs. Repair 
fences, pergolas and trellises as 
there is less growth on them. It’s 
easier to treat them now too.

On most deciduous trees prune 

away dead, diseased and damaged 
wood. Be very careful with cutting 
too much from your trees as over 
pruning weakens growth. Some 
trees bleed when pruned, that is 
give off a lot of sap so try to be 
economic with cutting unless your 
garden is over grown.

It is still possible to lay turf in this 
month unless the 
ground is frozen. Try 
to keep off the lawn if 
it becomes very wet 
or frozen as this can 
damage the grass. 

Insulate pots that 
are too big to take 
inside as roots are more vulnerable 
to frost than in the ground. Insulate 
by wrapping hessian sacking or 
bubble wrap around the base; this 
will hopefully stop the pots from 
cracking. Ensure pots are lifted off 
the ground for drainage. 

Remove pumps from ponds and 
clean out the filters. Cut the growth 
around the pond and remove fallen 
leaves and debris from the pond as 
this will rot and become toxic for the 
fish.

 For ideas on a new look to your 
garden go to our facebook page for 
recent pictures.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues
by Heather Williams, The Mordens

continued on page 17
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Premature and Neonatal Leave 
Policy

When preparing my first motion 
for Full council I wanted it to be 
memorable and I therefore chose 
something of great personal 
significance. I proposed a motion 
that SCDC should establish a 
Premature and Neonatal Leave 
Policy. 
Becoming a parent is a life changing 
event – for many a time of great joy 
and excitement. However for parents 
like myself who have premature 
babies it can be a time of fear, 
anxiety, and helplessness. While 
pregnant you prepare for bringing 
your baby home, but nothing can 
prepare you for the day you come 
home without your baby, having 
never held them. When the time 
does come to bring your bundle of 
joy home, you share the excitement 
and elation that other parents feel 
– but life is still not quite the same. 
The extra support a NICU/SCBU 
baby requires does not end when 
they leave hospital. They are more 
prone to infection and some babies 
require specialist care at home, so it 
is crucial that parents have enough 
leave not only to bond with their 
babies, but to provide this additional 
medical care too.
All of this is on top of additional 
financial pressures with a premature 
baby costing an extra circa £2,000 
and difficult decisions about when 
partners should return to work. 
This is why it is so important for 
mothers like me to speak out, and 
for employers like the Council to 
support employees. It is the policy 
that we hope is never needed, but 
it will give some certainty at a time 
when there is very little. Progress 
is only made when parents like me 
speak out, and others listen, so I 
thank all councillors and officers 
who have supported this motion and 
brought it to reality. 

Community Chest Grants

As of the 1st October the second 
tranche of monies are available for 
the Community Chest Grants. There 
has been some change in criteria 
where the grants advisory committee 
have the ability to supersede the 
clause that excludes Parish councils 
of 160 more electors in the case 
where there are separate settlements 
within a single parish or a parish that 
is within 10% of the threshold. While 
I still believe that a more appropriate 
criteria would be based on dwellings 
as opposed to electorate, I welcome 
that there are smaller parishes that 
the grant may now reach. Though 
10%, i.e. 16 more electors, is a very 
small number and there are still 
many parishes that this could hinder. 

Auditing of SCDC Accounts

As a member of the Audit and 
Corporate Governance Committee I 
have been paying close attention to 
the situation as we are yet to see an 
audited set of financial statements 
for the 2018 year end let alone the 
subsequent March 2019 year end 
making the deadlines for auditing the 
2020 accounts extremely tight and 
potentially unachievable. There have 
been several issues in the auditing 
of these financial statements 
referenced to the committee 
repetitively as resourcing issues 
both from the external auditors 
and from within the department at 
South Cambs. The previous years’ 
accounts were externally audited 
and found to be sound, with any 
previous errors being found as non-
material. This means that there has 
been no financial mismanagement 
of funds but issues relating to the 
preparation of financial statements. 
While the resources of the council’s 
external auditors are out of the 
council’s controls, the internal 
resource issues there have been 
over the past year or so are. I 
and others have urged for the 
council to resource the department 
appropriately and if extra resources 
will be needed, as I expect, to close 
the 2020 accounts on time then that 
recruitment should start now. I hope 
these calls are listened to along 
with my concerns that as an audit 
committee the last financial position 
information we have been given is 
for March 2018.

Councillor Allowances

At September’s Full Council 
meeting, Council debated the 
issue of the amount councillors 
will receive in allowances, which 
apply from 1st April 2019 in relation 
to Basic Allowance and Special 
Responsibility Allowances to 
increase from 26th September 2019. 
The Basic allowance has increased 
by 2% (£98) as is the percentage 
increase that officers will receive. 
This I believed to be an acceptable 
proposal, however the arrangements 
in respect of Special Responsibility 
Allowances (SRA) were not. There 
is an introduction of 9 new SRAs 
some of which are 4 figure sums and 
one being over £5,000. Other SRAs 
have been increased over 100% 
and members are able to receive not 
one SRA as has previously been the 
case but can now receive two SRAs. 
This means that as the Combined 
Authority executive board member 
is the council’s Leader, the amount 
received by the Leader of SCDC is 
now over £20,000 in comparison 
to the basic allowance of £5,010 
and an increase of over 35%. One 
of the arguments for the increase 
was to make the role of being a 
councillor more accessible, if the 
substantial increase was to the basic 
allowance, I would have understood 
this logic but to increase the SRA’s, 
in my opinion, means this logic is 
lost. With all of this in mind I voted 
against this proposal.  

Planning at SCDC

The Administration have decided 
to bring in an external company 
to deal with planning procedures 
normally completed by officers at 
SCDC. We have been told that this 
is a temporary measure to relieve 
pressure within the department, an 
issue many have been raising for 
some time. Concerns have been 
raised in relation to this decision 
mainly due to the lack of information 
councillors have been given. At 
September’s full council meeting 
there were motions calling for more 
transparency in the planning process 
including a clear audit trail of those 
contributing comments towards 
applications and being clear when 
an external company has been 
involved in an application, but these 
were voted down. 



continued from page 16
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Fly-Tipping

Fly-tipping has once again been an 
issue in The Mordens Ward along 
with other areas of the district. If 
I can remind all that it is possible 
to check that operators collecting 
rubbish are properly registered 
waste carriers, this can be done via 
the link below. 
https://environment.data.gov.uk/
public-register/view/search-waste-
carriers-brokers

If I can be of any assistance then 
please do get in contact by any of 
the details below.

Cllr Heather Williams
SCDC The Mordens Ward
Tel: 07885 774 775
Email: cllr.williamsh@scambs.gov.uk
Twitter: @Cllr_H_Williams
Facebook Page: Cllr Heather Williams

The 2019 Gamlingay 
Show

It was good to be back at the 
refurbished Village Primary School 
for the 27th Gamlingay Show, 
which was supported by great 
entertainment, a wide variety of 
refreshments and of course the 
fantastic weather!
Our appreciation goes to our Show 
headline sponsorship from KMG, 
Brogan Group and Pinewood 
Structures.  We are also very grateful 
to the Co-Op for sponsoring the 
raffle and to the donors of the 
fantastic raffle prizes: John O’Gaunt 
Golf Club, The Jockey Club, Pedals 
of Biggleswade, LJ’s Brasserie, 
Worboys Garage, Elephant & 
Feather, Waresley Garden Centre, 
Curwens Solicitors, SK Hairdressing, 
505 Cars, The Shuttleworth 
Collection, Bedford Growers and 
Saxon Leisure.
Our MC Jezzo did a great job 
in promoting all the activities 
happening at the show and 
introducing all our performers 
in the Arena, which was a busy 
schedule this year.  Performances 
& presentations from The Alice 
Lucas School of Dance, the Asahi 
Shotokan Karate Club, SOSA 
Dance Fitness and Jezzo himself, 
entertained the crowds with his 
magic show along with two great 

shows from the Top Dog Training 
School.  Top Dog Training School 
also ran the hugely popular dog 
show throughout the afternoon! 
The many stalls in the Marquee 
and Gazebos run by craftsmen and 
local village organisations were 
very popular and the classic cars, 
motorbikes and tractors attracted 
the usual attention from devotees.  
This side of the show was more 
inclusive this year as we introduced 
a ‘Judges Award’ and a ‘Peoples 
Award’ for the best Car on Show.  
The Judges Award was selected 
by Dave Finnigan of D.Finnigans 
Garage. He selected a beautiful Ford 
Zodiac brought in by Mr Newman.  
You all voted on the Peoples Award 
by placing washers on the nail 
board, displaying the winner as Mr 
Manns green Ford Mustang
The Gamlingay Community Choir 
and the Drum Circle were book-
ended at both ends of the Show 
by Acid Reflux, providing a busy 
entertainment schedule in the Music 
Marquee to entertain us around 
the Food Court with refreshments 
supplied by the Scouts, Gamlingay 
Players and St Marys Church.
Unfortunately our fairground 
attractions weren’t able to support 
us this year, but we are confident 
that we will have them back, better 
than ever next year.  However, we 
did have our best ever entry into 
the Fun Run, which was introduced 
4 years ago!  Congratulations to all 
who entered.  You can see more 
details of the run and the winners 
further in the Gazette.
The competition entries were sadly 
down in numbers from last year, 
but our visitors were still able to 
appreciate the many different talents 
on display. Many people entered 
for the first time and if you have any 
suggestions for competition classes, 
especially from your children, then 
please let us know – we’d love to 
hear from you. Why not have a go 
next year? Special thanks go to 
our diligent judges - Mick Turner, 
Jackie Bruce, Jackie Knibbs and 
Gill Spaul - and of course to Gwyn 
Williams who painstakingly wrote out 
the certificates. The overall Show 
winners were Alycia Pilkington for 
the Childrens shields and Gail Smith 
for the Adults.  Results of all the 
competition classes can be found 
further in the Gazette.
We are pleased to support the 

following beneficiaries for this years 
Show profits:-
Community Choir, Library, 
Gamlingay Players, St Mary’s 
Church, Gamlingay Scouts, the 
Village Primary School, the Parish 
Council and the Gamlingay and 
District History Society.
If you are not aware, the Show 
almost did not go on - so thank 
you to the 2019 Show Committee 
Volunteers who stepped up to keep 
a great tradition going.  We spend 
the year planning and organising this 
annual event, but the show could not 
happen without the help and support 
of friends who turn up on Friday 
evening and at unearthly hours on 
Saturday morning to set up and then 
stay behind afterwards to help to 
clear away.  Our Rangers Leaders 
helped on the gate as usual and 
support from our ‘retired’ Committee 
members – Jan Cooper, Amy Lovat, 
Amanda Hardy, Kate Laugharne 
and Rich Broad - was invaluable, 
with other volunteers - including 
Kay Palmer, Annie Blyth and Kyle 
Masterson and all the Fun Run 
Marshalls -  helping out in so many 
ways.  Do join in next year – please!  
We are very grateful to the 
Primary School and the Eco-hub 
for acting as collection points for 
the competition entries, and final 
thanks go to Shelley Desborough 
for allowing us to use the school site 
and to Trevor for all the help he gave 
us both before and on the day!
If you have any suggestions for 
competition classes or ways 
we can improve next year’s 
show, then please contact us at: 
gamlingayshow@hotmail.com – look 
out for details of our 2020 Calendar 
competition further in the Gazette 
- but even better would be to 
bring your ideas along and join the 
committee.

The Gamlingay Show Committee.
Andy Peters, Peter Condon, Victoria 
Critchlow, Ginny Jones, Steve 
Palmer and Dave Masterson.
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The 2019 Gamlingay Show Class Results

Section1 - Vegetables 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

1A 6 runner beans Amy Page Joshua Swinburne Alycia Pilkington Steve Palmer

1B
3 root vegetables 
with 3” stalks Joel Waley-Cohen Michelle Gray    

1C 5 tomatoes Christine Downham Joel Waley-Cohen Michelle Gray Andrew Hardy

1E
Collection of 3 
different vegetables Sally Martin Andrew Hardy Amy Page Michelle Gray

1F Heaviest marrow Alycia Pilkington Sally Martin Alycia Pilkington Mathilda Kelley

1G Longest runner bean Joel Waley-Cohen Tommy Phillips Amy Page Amy Page

1H
Funniest shaped 
vegetable or fruit Sally Martin Derek Izzard Florence Hardy Neil Gostling

1I
Bunch of 3 different 
culinary herbs Sally Martin Amanda Hardy Gail Smith

Amy Lovat & 
Neil Gostling

Section 2 – Fruit 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

2A 5 eating apples Kate Laugharne      

Section 3 – Flowers 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

3A 5 garden blooms Gail Smith Gail Smith    

3B
A flower or spray on 
a single stem Ros Hissett Ros Hissett Gail Smith Sally Martin

Section 4 – Pot Plants 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

4A
A flowering or 
fruiting pot plant Gail Smith Gail Smith Alec Hissett Christine Downham

4B A foliage pot plant Gail Smith Sally Martin Gail Smith Amanda Hardy

Section 5 – Art 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

5A A pencil sketch Melissa Sergent      

5B
A painting in any 
medium Shirley Laing Ron Gamble Susan Izzard Melissa Sergent

5C 
A painting in 
watercolour Enid Harding Norma Hood John Bye Susan Izzard

5D A homemade card John Bye Melissa Sergent    

Section 6 – Crafts 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

6B piece of cross-stitch Ros Hissett Janet Gostling Ros Hissett  

6C A piece of lace Kay Palmer Jane Savage Kay Palmer  

6D A piece of crochet Jane Savage Kitty Gamble Jane Savage Kitty Gamble

6E
piece of any other 
craft Arabella Wright Jean York Norma Hood Kay Palmer

Section 7 - Homemade 
produce 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

7A A jar of jam Jade Kubaszewski Michelle Gray Jade Kubaszewski Debbie Kubaszewski

7B A jar of marmalade Alec Hissett Kate Laugharne Kate Laugharne Kay Palmer

7C A jar of chutney Kate Laugharne Michelle Gray Alison Fitt Michelle Gray

7D A ‘vegetable’ cake Kay Palmer Michelle Gray Alison Fitt Stacey Meade (x2)

7E fruit cake or fruit loaf Stacey Meade      

7F A chocolate cake Stacey Meade Lauren Gray Alison Fitt  

7G 6 scones Alison Fitt Ros Hissett Alison Fitt Maisie Smith

7H
A plate fruit pie with 
homemade pastry Michelle Gray Debbie Kubaszewski    

7I plate of sausage rolls Michelle Gray Michelle Gray    

7J A 1lb loaf Stacey Meade      
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7K Bottle of ‘home brew’ Stacey Meade Kate Laugharne Kate Laugharne Michelle Gray

Section 8 – Photography 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

8A Holidays Caroline Morgan Alec Hissett Alec Hissett
Arabella Wright & 
Jackie Arnold

8B Shapes Jackie Arnold Kay Palmer Kay Palmer Caroline Morgan

8C Architecture Jackie Arnold Chris Jacobs Kay Palmer Caroline Morgan

8D Children Caroline Morgan Kay Palmer Sally Martin Arabella Wright

8E
A black & white 
photo Jackie Arnold Chris Jacobs Chris Jacobs Kay Palmer

8F A funny moment Jackie Arnold Caroline Morgan Maisie Smith  

8G Animals Caroline Morgan Jackie Arnold Arabella Wright Arabella Wright

Section 9 – Digital 
photography 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

9A Any digital picture Jackie Arnold Steve Palmer Kitty Gamble Kitty Gamble

Section 9: Under 3’s 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

9B A painting Mathilda Kelley      

Section 10: Pre-school & 
Reception 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

10B A painting Henry Martin      

10C
A junk model 
creature Henry Martin      

10D
6 decorated fairy 
cakes Theo Peters      

Section 11: Year 1 and Year 
2 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

11A A nature collage Esther Glencross Eliza Martin    

11B
A coloured drawing 
or painting Ben Hardiman Florence Hardy Eliza Martin Joel Waley-Cohen

11D
A construction kit 
model Kasper Gamble Esther Glencross Josiah Glencross Josiah Glencross

Section 12: Year 3 and Year 
4 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

12A drawing or painting Faith Thomas-Atkins Scarlet Izzard    

Section 13: Year 5 to Year 8 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

13A construction kit model Alycia Pilkington Emmeline Gamble Amy Wager Amy Wager

13B
A coloured drawing 
or painting Joshua Swinburne Amy Wager Emmeline Gamble Tabitha Hardy

13D A piece of craftwork Alycia Pilkington Emmeline Gamble Emmeline Gamble  

Section 14: Children’s 
Cookery 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

14A 1 Victoria sandwich Harry Bainbridge Alycia Pilkington Rosie Phillips  

14B
6 decorated 
cupcakes Lauren Grey Charlotte Bainbridge    

14D
6 biscuits of your 
choice Maisie Smith Alycia Pilkington Phoebe Knibbs  

Section 15 – Children’s 
Photography 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

15B Nature Beth Parker Beth Parker Beth Parker Maisie Smith

15C Pets Maisie Smith Maisie Smith    

15D Holidays Beth Parker Beth Parker Maisie Smith Beth Parker

Section 16 – Children’s 
Digital photography 1st 2nd 3rd H.C.

16A Any digital picture Emmeline Gamble Emmeline Gamble Emmeline Gamble Lucy Calvert
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BATTERED CHEESE

I offer this one at this time as a starter for a Christmas lunch.

Maybe this is an odd title, but Oh so delicious.
The inspiration for this dish comes from many sources, here I have put them together to make a 
memorable dish.  This can be used as a starter, the quantities shown are for four, though it could 
make a meal for two.
Combinations that make this dish special:
Batter, lightly spiced and salty, counteracted by the smooth cheese.  The Aïoli providing a very rich, 
garlicy flavour.  The pickled cabbage counteracting the richness with a slightly sour spicy tang.  All 
the flavours balance each other, making this a something special.
I list below Paneer cheese (covered in a previous recipe), though Haloumi or pressed firm Tofu 
could be used.  
This may seem a long winded recipe, but as some of made some of it in advance brings down the 
time considerably.

Quick Pickled Cabbage
Ingredients
12oz/350gm finely chopped red cabbage 
2 garlic cloves, crushed 
4fl oz/125ml malt vinegar 
2 tablespoons soy sauce 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 red chilli 
Method
Place cabbage (a mandolin is perfect for slicing) in a 
medium bowl with garlic.  Don’t leave the strands of 
cabbage too long, say about 1½ inches/35mm;  if the 
strands are longer they can be difficult to pick up on a fork, 
and you don’t want your guests to cope with drops of bright 
red juice on their clothes! 
Bring vinegar, soy sauce, sugar, and finely chopped chilli to 
a boil. Pour the hot vinegar mixture over the cabbage, toss 
together. This need to stand for at least an hour, and can 
easily be made a day in advance, fridge.

Ingredients
3 free-range egg yolks
4 cloves garlic
½ lemon, juice only
salt and freshly ground black pepper
5fl oz /150ml olive oil, you could use other oil types as the 
garlic can overpower special oils.
Method
Blend all ingredients, except the oil, in a food processor 
until creamy. Pour the oil into the blender in a steady 
stream, until it forms a thick sauce. The mixture, once 
blended, should be vibrant and yellow in colour. To vary the 
flavour, add a little mustard or some saffron. If you’d like 
your mayonnaise runnier, add a couple of tablespoons of 
hot water.  Again this can be made in advance and kept in 
the fridge.
You could cheat and use a commercial mayonnaise – just 
add the garlic and lemon juice. The home made is much 
nicer and you can have pride in having made it yourself!

Battered Cheese
For the batter
4oz/100g plain flour
1 medium egg
9fl oz/300ml skimmed milk
2 teaspoons dry English mustard
1 teaspoon chopped thyme.

Method
Mix all the batter ingredients 
together to make a thick batter, 
slightly thicker than you would 
normally make.  Leave to stand for 
30mins.
Cheese
8oz/225gm Paneer, Haloumi or firm 
Tofu
herbs, parsley. mint. tarragon – 
some of each or just one or two
2 tablespoons Soy sauce
A good pinch of salt and pepper
Method
If you are using Tofu, press hard by 
placing a saucepan of water on it 
to squeeze out the excess liquid for 
about 45mins.
Cut the cheese into ¾inch/20mm 
cubes.  Place in a polythene bag 
with the herbs, Soy sauce etc.  
Seal the bag and shake about to 
marinade the cheese, leave aside for 
at least 30mins for the flavours to 
seep into the cheese.
When the cheese is ready, heat 
up a saucepan with about 30mm 
oil until the oil is hot.  There are 
comments here about ‘heat until 
a cube of bread browns in 30 
seconds’, or some such.  You know 
your capabilities.  Using a skewer or 
cocktail stick, dip the cheese cubes 
into the batter and carefully place 
in the hot oil.  Turn over the cubes 
when one side is nice and golden.  
Remove from the oil and place on 
kitchen paper to drain, keep warm 
in a low grill or oven.  Repeat until all 
the cubes are done.

To Serve
Divide the battered Cheese between 
the plate, spoon on a good dollop 
of Aïoli and a small pile of pickled 
cabbage

Eat and enjoy.



Careers with KMG Systems Ltd

> Sales Engineer
> Mechanical Engineer
> Design Engineer
> Project Engineer

> Fabricator Welder
> Laser Operator/Nester
> Press Programmer/Operator
> Industrial Electrician

KMG Systems Limited is the global leader in the design and 
manufacture of equipment for the biggest names in the snacks 
industry.  We’ve been established on Station Road, Gamlingay for
more than 40 years and have over 100 employees. The business
grows every year and we are currently recruiting for many skilled
and unskilled roles including:  

We see apprenticeships as an investment in our future and we will
be actively recruiting for apprentices to start next summer. 

Apply by email to recruitment@kmgsystems.com

We have other vacancies.  Use the Solution Gamlingay app

or visit www.kmgsystems.com to see the most current
vacancies and more information.
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Netball Club
Gamlingay Netball Club gave out 
their awards for the 2018/2019 
season at their AGM which was held 
at the serviceman’s club on 22nd 
August. The winners were as follows: 
Club-Person Award 2019
Carly Brown
Phoenix Heritage;
Umpires player of the year- Helen 
Rigby
Players Player of the year -  Kate 
Taylor
Most Improved- Rebecca Ahern
Captain’s Award- Helen Rigby
 
Phoenix Bedford;
Umpires player of the year - Jessica 
Wicks
Players Player of the year - Jenny 
Manning
Most Improved- Abbie Watson
Captain’s Award- Helen Rigby

Jets Heritage;
Umpires player of the year - Hollie 
Smith
Players Player of the year - Kelly 
Knibbs
Most consistent - Kelly 
Knibbs
Captain’s Award - Sarah 
Bircham 

Jets Bedford;
Umpires player of the year 
- Gemma Lingard
Players Player- Nikki 
Webb
Most consistent- Jo 
Rickard
Captain’s Award- Jess 
Pike
GNC made their now 
annual trip to Butlins in 
Skegness for the netball 
weekend on the 6th 
September and despite 
being told off for being too 
noisy and having to play 
netball slightly worse for 
wear and sleep deprived, 
great fun was had by all! 

The Bedford League 
started for all four 
Gamlingay teams on the 
week commencing 16th 
September. Results are 
below:
Results W/C 16/9/19
Bedford League
Jets - 26 - 54 BCNC First 

Choice
Storm 59-31 BCNC crystals
Tigers - 32 - 28 Cranfield Gems
Phoenix 14 - 56 Majestics
Results W/C 23/9/19
Jets 43 - 39 St Neots Sapphires 
Tigers 28 - 28 spirit 
Storm 37 - 40 Kestrels 
Phoenix 16 - 66 Westoning 
The Heritage league begins for Jets and Storm on 30th September. 
We’d like to thank everyone who visited our stall at the village show we 
raised over £200 for the club. A big well done to the Beat the Shooter 
winners Hannah and Paul. It was lovely to see so many budding goal 
shooters having a go! We plan on organising a quiz night and raffle in the 
new year so watch this space for details!
We are so pleased to announce we have been awarded £3842 of National 
Lottery funding which has allowed us to set up two new Gamlingay teams 
(Tigers and Storm). The grant includes money for dresses, balls, bags, first 
aid kits and umpire training. 
It will also help us set up training opportunities for GNC members and 
women interested in playing netball. The grant includes money for coaching 
and first aid qualifications and equipment to provide focused and relevant 
training to those that want to improve their game as well as to provide 
opportunities for those interested in Netball but not ready to play competitive 
matches.
Training will continue throughout the winter on a Monday 7pm-8.30pm at 
Longsands in St Neots. If you wish to come and have a go please contact 
us either through our Facebook page - Gamlingay Netball Club, Instagram 
Gamlingay_netball_club or via email gamlingaynetball@gmail.com
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Please consider opening 
your home and heart to 
an international student 
and remember that if the 
festive season is difficult 
for you, we do operate all 
year round,  so hosting 
can become one of your 
New Year Resolutions! 
If you should like to know 
more, please go to our 
website www.hostuk.org 
or leave us a message on 
http://visits.
hostuk.org/Public/
ApplyToBecomeAHost 

No difficulty in telling who is having 
the better time and sad to think 
of anyone being on their own at 
Christmas. 

HOST UK arranges one day and 
weekend visits for International 
students all year round with three-
night visits during the Festive 
season. Such hospitality is greatly 
sought after and valued by students 
far from home whose only alternative 
may be a lonely hall of residence. 
Our “festive season” does not 
just mean Christmas but can also 
mean weekends in the run up to 
Christmas, and New Year. Your 
guest will be someone curious to 
experience British life with all its 
special traditions and culture…and 
keen to share those of their home 
country. Your hospitality will be a 
unique gift, a treasured memory and 
rewarding in so many ways.
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The Lodge nature 
reserve and gardens

 Peter Bradley

The reserve has recently become 
an even better place to bring kids. 
Children come alive when they play 
in nature: it seems to be in their DNA 
to pick up sticks, build dens, make 
homes for wildlife out of stones and 
fir cones, or balance on stumps and 
logs, so our wild play trail, which 
opened in the summer next to the 
gatehouse car park is just the place! 
There are nature sheets too, and 
special activities for them to do 
over half term and the Christmas 
holidays. 
Our WEX (Wildlife Explorer) group 
is up and running throughout the 
year, for children who want to 
have fun outdoors and learn more 
about wildlife. There is an activity 
morning one Saturday each month, 
for example on 19th October from 
10 – 11.30am there’ll be a Wildlife 
Explorers session on Trees, Leaves, 
and Seeds. Children don’t have to 
be WEX members, though it’s great 
if they are. For more information, 
ask at the Visitor Information or the 
shop. 
The woods and the gardens look 
amazing in October and November 
with the turning of the leaves, and 
there are some trees in the gardens 
around the House that are especially 
beautiful, like our liquid amber tree, 
in the woodland garden, and the 
maple by the swimming pool which 
turns a hot and glowing crimson. 
These gardens are specially 
managed for wildlife, and in Autumn 
combine the sculptural shapes of 
dead seed heads with cobwebs 
bejewelled with dew. It won’t be long 
before the New Year sees the return 
of snowdrops and daffodils and 
early bumble-bees. It is an exemplar 
of gardening for wildlife, so there are 
always tips and examples for visitors 
to take home: leave the ‘tops’ of 
tall perennials for insects to sleep 
in through the cold weather, create 
log piles and compost heaps for 
hedgehogs, and start to think about 
putting up nest boxes ready for next 

spring!
For the serious nature lovers, 
Autumn and Winter bring new 
wildlife experiences to The Lodge. 
Flocks of small yellow and black 
siskins hang from the birches, 
thrushes of various kinds strip the 
rowan and yew berries, and there 
are mixed groups of long-tailed, 
great and blue tits dashing between 
trees, ever wary of predators. Early 
Autumn brings lots of nut gathering 
activity as squirrels and the raucous, 
round-winged jays collect sweet 
chestnuts and acorns to store in 
their winter larders. 
2019 has been an exciting year, with 
our hobbies breeding once again, 
raising three healthy chicks. We 
had our first ever pair of breeding 
stonechats on the new heath, and 
our rare natterjack toads produced 
thousands of toadlets despite the 
dry summer. They even made a star 
appearance on BBC 1’s One Show!  
 
In the Autumn we are carrying out 
forestry work: removing conifers 
to restore broadleaved woodland 
that will benefit spotted flycatchers 
and a host of other native wildlife. 
We are also putting in some fences 
and water troughs ready for four 
Dartmoor ponies to graze the heath. 
From October, our special seasonal 
trails will be open, allowing access 
on foot (sorry, strictly no dogs) into 
parts of the heath that are normally 
closed. 

We hope you can make it along 
this year to enjoy a peaceful walk in 
nature, visit the wildlife gardens at 
the House, or enjoy real coffee and 
cake outside the gatehouse. At the 
shop there is bird food, Christmas 
cards and 2020 calendars and 
diaries to buy for loved ones with 
wildlife at heart! The shop (01767 
693333) is open every day (9am-
5pm and 10am-5pm weekends and 
Bank Holidays) except 25 and 26 
December.
 
The RSPB Lodge reserve is open 
every day, 7am to 7pm. Entry to 
the reserve and gardens is included 
in the £6 car-parking charge, but 
parking is FREE if you are RSPB 
members and FREE if you are just 
visiting the shop.
Our website; www.rspb.org.uk/
thelodge is the place to look for 
events you can enjoy here at RSPB 

The Lodge. Our Facebook page is: 
Facebook.com/RSPB/hertsandbeds
The Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds (RSPB) is a registered 
charity. In England and Wales, no: 
207076.In Scotland, no: SC037654.

ANYONE FOR INGLISH ?

(A game of serving slippery words)

Jack and Jill went down the hill to 
gaze upon  some water. There they 
saw to their surprise, something they 
shouldn’t oughta.

It was Gack and Gill, Jorge and Gym 
and big Sir Prise, Polly Ester and 
Terry Lean.

There was also Gene (one of the 
Ologies) and Penny Bunn, the 
currant one and a lass with a  runny 
nose called Hunny but that snot 
funny.

Their woz even a bloak naimed 
Eyevan, chooing  werds lyke a mad 
man, then spitting them out like fat 
from a pan.

If you find Miss Spelling 
inconvenient, you  need the help of 
Percy Verence.

Remember SCHool, SKull and 
SCout? Get thoze rong and teecher 
mite shout. Riting Jem with a G is 
rite but wrighting Jar with a G left 
teacher knot feeling write.

Pity those of a nother tung. It must 
be hard, learning that international 
Inglish won. Its many roots make it 
even harder and why some call it a 
bastard.

Shakespeare did tangle with it but 
time hath much changed his far from 
pithy and elaborately  structured 
prose and wiley wit.

“To be or not to be” may not be a 
question but the language he loved 
and laboured over is not  lost. It 
is the joy of many thespians and 
theatre goers for whom the music of 
William’s words are worth the cost.

He enjoyed our ever-changing native 
tongue’s fluidity and might admire 
how we turn nouns into verbs, drop 
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prepositions and adopt foreign 
words so easily.

Parents now have “kids” (smelly 
young goats climbing here and 
there) so Mummy and Daddy could 
be Nanny and Billy. Would that be 
fair and would Billy feel silly ?

If your surname is Wright, you might 
be called  Lefty. If it’s White, you 
could be called Chalky. Mine is 
Williams and I am small, so I was 
known as Little Willy. It made social 
intercourse rather tricky.

“Going forward” has caught up with 
the future. Answering questions with 
“So” (sew?) really needles. Affected 
has been “impacted”. “Showcase” 
displays a small vocabulary. All of us 
can be a “celebrity”....the word has 
lost its veracity.

Twelve is a multiple of several 
numbers; the biggest is six. So 
multiple wives must be women of 
several parts, including all their 
rounded bits.

“Multiple” now means many. So, 
who’s got their knickers in a twist?  
A large number of us might say 
plenty.

All-purpose words are the fashion. 
Things can be cool even though hot. 
Others can be great, even a morsel 
of food on a tiny plate.

Sourcing a sausage does not make 
it tastier. Finding, buying or obtaining 
it is what really matters.

Men, women, boys and girls are now 
called  “Guys”....and “Dolls” take it 
in their stride.

“On the ground” means what it says, 
not in the air or on the sea or at a 
conference of VIPs. All we need is 
“there”. So come on all  misusers, 
put it there.

“State of the art” can mean 
anything, like good bad or in 
between. “Ground-breaking” 
technology is used by farmers to 
plough the land to grow things, like 
cabbages. 

Oxford Dons slur the name of Mary 
Magdalen. They refer to a college 

named after her as  Maudlen. Poor Mary, it makes her seem so maudlin.

People of Towcester are not Toasters. Those of Leominster are not 
Lemsters. What must the good  people of Mousehole in Cornwall be called? 
Don’t think about it.

Transactional is not negotiable and the difference between them is not 
debatable.

It’s kind of like, you know what I mean. Like this lazy scrabble for words 
churns out a criss-crossed language. It makes one scream.

It’s all pretty/ugly. SEE WHAT I MEAN ?

Soon we may speak a different language, having monosyllabic 
conversations, like tweeters tweeting and twits twittering on social media.

My heart bleeds. I’m not happy. 

We’ve been here before with granny frantically searching in her drawers. 
“Fiddlesticks!, fiddlesticks!” she would say. Had she known what it meant, 
she would have gasped in horror and turned away.

Must go with the flow, drift in the ocean of mangled English, accept the 
changes and be tickled pinkish.

Fancy a game? You could fill the court with  the sounds of larfter. All of the 
above is just for starters.

Luv all and bob-eye,

A N Oldman (but not an old farter).

Mr Busby tells us that there was a sponsored darts 
event for 24 hours to raise money. Member’s wives 
did charity walks to increase the final total
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St Denis Hatley
 

Over £260 raised during the 
Heritage Open Days

by Peter Mann
 
Actually, it was £267.45 – over 
three gloriously sunny days in mid-
September as 103 people (some on 
bikes, some with children and two 
with their very well behaved dogs) 
came to look inside St Denis’ church 
in East Hatley, which was open as 
part of the 2019 Heritage Open Days 
festival.
 
Visitors came from Arrington, 
Bedford, Biggleswade, California 
(visiting parents in Gamlingay), 
Cambridge, Cockayne Hatley, 
Elsworth, Gamlingay, Gransdens, 
Hardwick, Hilton, Huntingdon, 
Potton, St Albans, St Neots, Sandy, 
Southoe and, of course, Hatley.
 
Interestingly, most visitors were from 
Gamlingay – including Cliff Dixon 
who commented: ‘Nice to come 
back after 64 years.  I was the last 
person to be christened here!’  [St 
Denis’ closed in 1959.]
 
While there had been no alterations 
to the building since last year when 
the Friends of Friendless Churches, 
which owns St Denis’, put new 
windows in the nave and a floor in 
the nave and chancel, some tidying 
up helped to highlight this is a 
medieval church from around 1217, 
with restoration work by Sir George 
Downing in the 1660s followed by 
William Butterfield’s changes in 1874 
and, of course, the rescuing of the 
building by South Cambs District 
Council between 2003 and 2006.
 
Last year when St Denis’ was open 
for HOD, ‘only’ £70 was raised for 
the Friends of Friendless Churches 
– we aimed for £100 this year, so 
to more than double that was very 
pleasing.  The Friends is working 
hard on its plans to complete the 
restoration of the interior of St Denis’ 
– hopefully there will be more news 
on this next year.
 
This year, in addition to leaflets 
about the FoFC and quite a lot of 
other relevant material, we had a 
brand new visitors’ book for people 
to sign – so carefully crafted by 
Jenny Ollerenshaw, who lives in East 

Hatley and does bookbinding ‘as a 
hobby’.
 
Joyce Denby, another East Hatley 
resident, having spent many hours 
since last winter researching the 
families who over the last 1,000 
years have owned land in East 
Hatley and Hatley St George, 
produced a ‘book’ detailing who 
they were.  A spin-off, on display in 
St Denis’, was a 1,000 year timeline 
of events which have helped to 
shape East Hatley.
 
Joyce and her husband Peter Mann 
were on hand during the weekend 
to tell visitors something of St Denis’ 
history – so busy were they there 
was no time to go down to Hatley 
St George church where Penny 
Hewlett had opened up for just as 
many people to pop in and enjoy 
the special atmosphere the church 
enjoys.
 
A big thank you to Margot Eagle, Jo 
and Peter Hayward, Sarah Brennan, 
John O’Sullivan and Sofie Hooper 
for welcoming visitors and serving 
light refreshments.
 
But... the St Denis’ event would 
never have happened without the 
energy and organising spirit of 
Nicola Jenkins – thank you Nicola. 

St Denis’ church in East 
Hatley was open over the 
weekend of 13th to 15th 
September for the 2019 
Heritage Open Days festival.   
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St Denis’ church in East 
Hatley was open over the 
weekend of 13th to 15th 
September for the 2019 
Heritage Open Days festival.   

A timeline of events which have 
helped to shape East Hatley  

Jenny Ollerenshaw 
with the St Denis’ 
church visitors’ book 
she made.
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NEWS FROM THE ECO HUB 
 

START YOUR CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING HERE! 

 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER  
11AM – 3PM 

 
November already, and once again our 
fabulous Christmas Craft Fair will be 
packed with familiar favourites and new 
stands packed with Christmas gifts, 
decorations, stocking fillers, children’s 
presents, jewellery, arts, crafts, food and 
clothes. All exhibitors are local, talented, 
and most of them hand make their 
products, resulting in unique and very 
special gifts. 
 
This year we are pleased to welcome 
SANTA who will once again be in his 
grotto, so please bring your little ones 
(believers of all ages welcome!) and help 
raise money for the Rainbow Pre School. 
Also this year, SPARKS (St 
Marys Sunday School) will 
be here raising money for 
St Mary’s and providing lots 
of activities for children, as 
will the Friends of 
Gamlingay Village Primary.  
We hope you will come 
along and support them all.   
 
New this year will be 
Alchemy Forge, an artisan 
blacksmith who uses 
handcrafted steel, copper, 
bronze, leather, wood, 
textiles and semi-precious 
stones to bring unique 
pieces of art to life.  We 

have YougoShoego, selling useful and 
beautiful shoe holders, Pear Tree Cottage 
crafts, Flamingo Paperie with wrapping 
paper and cards, and gifts from Crimbles.   
 
Familiar favourites include handpainted 
wood and glass crafts from Cathy’s Petals, 
jewellery from Designs by Fi and Aboo, 
and sweets and delicious goodies from the 
WI. 
 
The Kier Suite at the back of the building 
will again be our dedicated Arts and Crafts 
section, with exhibitions from local artists 
and arts and crafts for children. 
 
All proceeds go towards keeping your Eco 
Hub affordable and accessible for our 
community, so please come along and 
support us, and kick off the Christmas 
season with good cheer and some 
wonderful gifts. See you there! 

Don’t forget that our Facebook 
page/Twitter feed and Website have all 
the latest about our spaces, rates, and 
what’s on every week.  You can drop in 
between 9 – 4, or give us a ring if you 
wish to discuss an event or make a 
booking. We are Sarah and Kate (joint 
managers) supported by Jake and Tony. 
 
www.gamlingayecohub.org.uk 
Facebook/Gamlingay eco hub 
Twitter: @Gamlingayecohub 
Phone: 01767 651 226 
Email: 
manager@gamlingayecohub.org.uk 
 



Policematters
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 Photographic society
For details of the Family and Concessionary Memberships, please see our Website www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk email 
Jackie on nickbruce7@btinternet.com or ring Nick or Jackie on 01767 651025. We are also on Facebook: Gamlingay 
Photographic Society. We meet 8-10 pm at The Communal Room Avenells Way, which has Disabled Access and 
Disabled Toilets. Non-Members welcome free of charge to our Lecture Evenings 

November meetings
1st Madagascar  -  Gary Dean LRPS CPAGB BPE2*
          (St Ives Photographic Club)
8th Lecture evening tbc please see website or call for details.
15 Competition 2 - Open subject for prints and  DPI’s - Judge Ben Pike EAF 
         C Panel
22nd Lecture evening tbc please see website or call for details.
29th An evening with Stan Saunders ARPS (Gamlingay Photographic Society) 

The Society meet on Fridays during term time 8pm to 10pm Phone 01767-651025 or mobile 07925119346 
Email nickbruce7@btinternet.com
Website www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Local businesses helped to 
spot the signs of Modern 

Day Slavery 
POLICE and Crime Commissioner, 
Jason Ablewhite has announced 
extra support to help local 
businesses across Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough spot the signs of 
modern day slavery.
Following a successful bid for 
funding with Cambridgeshire’s 
Victim and Witness Hub, the money, 
worth £1,500, from the Modern 
Slavery Police Transformation Fund 
will help local businesses such as 
factories, banks and recruitment 
agencies understand what signs to 
look for and how to report concerns 
about potential victims within their 
workforces. 
Victims of modern day slavery 
can often show signs of physical 
or psychological abuse, fear of 
authorities, and often carry out 
irregular activity at homes or 
addresses. 
In Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough, victims are able to 
receive free emotional and practical 
support from Specialist Victim and 
Witness Care Co-ordinators, funded 
by the Commissioner.  
The Victim and Witness Hub will use 
the money to put on a free event 
for businesses so they can find out 
more about protecting potentially 
vulnerable members of staff and 
what to do if they suspect someone 

is at risk. 
Steve Welby, Head of the Victim and 
Witness Hub said:
“Whether crimes are reported to the 
police or not, the Victim and Witness 
Hub provides a clear pathway of 
support for victims of trafficking or 
modern day slavery. Additionally, 
two Specialist Victim and Witness 
Care Coordinators provide advice 
and guidance supporting any 
employers looking for advice on 
what to do next once they identify a 
potential victim.
“The event, organised by 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s 
Northern Exploitation and Modern 
Day Slavery Team (Detective 
Sergeant Chris Acourt and Police 
Constable Nick Webber) will 
include presentations from expert 
organisations and local services 
enabling employers to appoint 
‘Champions’ who can share what 
they learn with other members of 
staff.” 
Police and Crime Commissioner, 
Jason Ablewhite added:
“Modern day slavery exists in 
Cambridgeshire and it’s vital that 
employers understand how to spot 
the signs of people who may be at 
risk of becoming victims of slavery 
and what to do should that be the 
case. We all have a part to play 
in stopping this exploitation from 
happening. By reporting suspicions 
you could be saving lives.”
Force lead for modern slavery, 
Becky Tipping, said: “So far this year 
we have helped put three people 
behind bars for shocking offences 

relating to human trafficking and 
modern day slavery. In January, 
we also obtained a court order 
to safeguard potential victims 
against human trafficking after an 
investigation at a Fenland car wash. 
In July we carried out an operation in 
Peterborough with the Gangmasters 
and Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA). 
This led to us making one arrest and 
safeguarding three potential modern 
slavery victims.

“Tackling modern slavery is a force 
priority and while we’re working hard 
to address it, we can’t do it alone. 
Increasing information in modern 
day slavery and human trafficking is 
key to protecting the vulnerable.”

If you suspect someone is being 
exploited or is a victim of modern 
slavery in Cambridgeshire, report 
it by calling 101 or reporting online 
here.

More information on modern slavery 
and advice on how to spot the signs 
can be found on the force website.

Details about the event will be 
advertised over the coming weeks.



What's On in November
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Over 50`s walkers club

Wed-Nov-06, Wed-Dec-04, Meet 9:30am at Ecohub car park. New members welcome. Phone Miriam
654 891 for further information. email miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held in the Kier Suite, 7:30pm; tea coffee and raffle
Wed-Nov-06 The Plantsman`s Preference ; Gardening with Grasses 
Wed-Dec-04 A.G.M. and social evening

Womens Institute 3rd Tuesday of the month.
Tue-Nov-19 Pat and Roy  Music through the decades

Community Choir

Tue-Nov-05, Kingspan Hall Jan Cooper 650 178 First Wednesday of the month 8:00 -9:30pm

Fri-Nov-15, Third Saturday of the month 10:00am - 12 noon
Soup lunches

Tue-Nov-26, Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall
Cock Inn

Mon-Nov-11, Monthly quiz nights 8pm £1 per head for various charities. New teams welcome
The Wheatsheaf

Mon-Nov-04, 1st and 3rd Monday of the month Charity quiz nights

Mon-Nov-18, Charity quiz nights
Social Club

Thu-Nov-07, 16 Waresley Road. Quiz nights, pool nights and live bands
Friday Nights Bingo

Total Wellness workout

Sun-Nov-10, Fridays. Church Hall 9:30am-10:30am. Bring some water and an exercise mat or towel for
floor work. £6 per class

Beginners Breeze

Thu-Nov-07, Cycling. First Thursday of the month
at the hub. Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com 07842 135 732

Eco Hub

Fri-Nov-01, BigDeal Comedy- comedy and curry night. Book your ticket now to avoid disappointment.
£15 per person - includes entry, curry and table service.
Full details on our website www.bigdealcomedy.co.uk

Friday 10:00 - 12:00 library open (and connect café 10:30-12:30) - 
leave a message with the manager if you need a lift)

Monday 9:15am -10:30 toddler story time and craft session at the hub

Tuesday 9:15am-12:15 board games from 10:00am

Wednesday 1:00pm - 3:00pm drop in computer training

Thursday 10:00am till noon Kier suite Craft club

Sun-Nov-24, CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 11AM – 3PM
Gamlingay Library

Friday 10am – 12pm

Saturday 9.30 - 12.30

Monday 9am – 10.30am and  4pm – 8pm 

Tuesday 9.15am – 12.15pm Board games 10-12.

Wednesday 12.30pm – 3.15pm - Free drop-in computer help 1-3pm

Thursday 4pm – 7pm
Housing, Police and councillor
surgery

Sun-Nov-03, 9:30am - 10:00am ecohub First Monday of the month
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What's On in November
whatson@gamlingaygazette.uk

Youth Café and Club

Wed-Nov-06, Thursdays 5:15pm - 9:00pm Yr 4+cafe Yr8+ club
Gamlingay Allotments Association

Sun-Nov-10, Membership secretary Bob Gordon Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net 651 913
Gamlingay Parish Council

Tue-Nov-12, Clerks: Leanne Bacon and Kirstin Rayner Tel: 01767 650310 Email:
clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk Agendas available on our website: www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
and on noticeboards. Meetings are held at  7:30 in the Kier Suite of Gamlingay Eco Hub
and are open to all. Planning meeting 7:00

Tue-Nov-26, 7:00pm planning committee meeting Ecohub
Hatley Parish Council Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info.

Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Hatley Coffee morning

Tue-Nov-05, 10:am - 1pm Hatley village hall. Everyone welcome; donations on the day split between the
village hall and church

Hatley Village Association
The Gazette

Mon-Nov-04, November edition copy deadline
Potton and district Writers

Tue-Nov-19, Please contact pottonwriters@gmail.com for full details 3rd Tuesday every month
Guitar Club

Sun-Nov-10, Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff Bruerton on 650748
Gamlingay Players

Tuesday 8:00-10:00pm Society producing plays and pantomime meet at the ecohub

Thursday 8:00-10:00pm Society producing plays and pantomime meet at the ecohub
St Mary’s choir

Sun-Nov-03, Thursdays 6.30pm choir practice open to all interested singers - St Mary’s Church
Guild of St Mary`s Monthly meetings, usually third Monday
Mon-Nov-18 Helen Walton from The Leprosy Mission.

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group

Thu-Nov-07, Chris Tomsett - Chairman 01767 650 009   Julia Manley - Julialmanley@yahoo.com
7.30pm Blythe Way community room 1st Thursday of the month

Bellringers

Wed-Nov-06, Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay
Photographic Society

Fri-Nov-01, Lecture Evening
Meetings are term time at the Avenells Way 
Communal Room New members most welcome. Phone: 651 025
nickbruce7@btinternet.com

Mon-Nov-18, Competition 1 Judge Alan Goldby EAF Open for DPI`s and Prints, Monochrome and
Colour   -  N.B. No meeting 25th (Half Term)

History Society Monthly meetings usually Mondays, 7:30pm Kier Suite. Non members welcome
Mon-Nov-11 Ken Bonham. The barns of Cambridgeshire and adjacent counties.
Mon-Dec-09 Christmas history quiz, and social evening.
Mon-Feb-10 James Brown. More Gamlingay history.

Potton Ladies Club

Tue-Nov-05, Tue-Dec-03, First Tuesday of the month at the Mill Lane Pavillion, Mill Lane Potton contact Sarah
Burgoine at sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 01767 631 415

Bin Collection Days

Wed-Nov-06, Wed-Nov-20,
Wed-Dec-04,

Blue and Green

Wed-Nov-13, Wed-Nov-27,
Wed-Dec-11,

Black
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Historyman
Belle Vue Brickyard 

 by Nick Bruce
1

2

3

4
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Belle Vue was open at the turn of 
the 20th century for brick making 
and even had its own railway sidings 
called Dennis’s brick sidings and 
then Belle Vue brickwork sidings. 
The brick makers had a hard life 
extracting the clay and making and 
firing the bricks some as young as 
twelve, pictures 1 & 2. 
Picture 3, after the brickworks 
closed the pits were flooded 
and people young and old went 
swimming, boating or even ice 
skating on the flooded pits. 
During the second world war 
ammunitions were stored there in the 
buildings but the people were still 
able to swim and use their boats, 
even some of the German and Italian 
POW’s went down there. 
In 1961 the chimneys and some of 
the buildings were demolished but 
the flooded pits stayed sometimes 
closed to the public, then in 1975 
the brickyard was drained for 
cleaning etc then refilled. 
One sport or hobby carried out on 
the waters when the winters very low 
temperatures froze the waters so 
much that the people would go ice 
skating as in picture 3. 
Picture 4 shows boating and 
swimming in the hot sunny days. 
Picture 5 shows Tony and Phillip Ellis 
getting ready to dive off one of the 
home made diving boards. 
Picture 6 is of some of the Ellis and 
Phillips family from Merton Grange 
cooling off. 
Picture 7 shows one of the chimney 
stacks just before demolition in 
August 1961, With the tall chimneys 
you can see how the men took 
some of the bricks out to help with 
the demolition in two ways, one so 
the chimneys actually came down 
easily and two to help the direction 
in which way they fell, just like Fred 
Dibnah. 
Pictures 8, 9 & 10 show the different 
stages of  draining Belle Vue brick 
pits in 1975, first pumping with huge 
powerful pumps and catching all the 
fish to put them back after cleaning 
rubbish out and finally near to being 

empty. 
David Titmus once said that at times when the water was low you could 
see an old steam engine laying on it’s side underneath the waters and 
many have told stories of boating, swimming, ice skating, fishing and 
swinging on an old rope swing over the water then jumping in. 
For many decades children and adults alike have spent many hours 
enjoying themselves in Belle Vue brickyards but also many years back 
many village workers spent many hours working very hard making bricks.
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Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Bridget Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 35
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Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other - 
matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com  You can also 
follow your councillors on Twitter: 
@Cllrbridget @SebKindersley and 
Facebook. 

County Matters
Cambridgeshire County 

Council:
Cllr Sebastian Kindersley  

NHS Services in Cambridgeshire: 

‘Difficult decisions’ - The 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Clinical Commissioning Group has 
launched what it’s calling The Big 
Conversation - a public discussion 
about how it should continue 
buying health services for our area, 
against the reality that it is currently 
spending considerably more than it 
can afford. The consequences are 
important for all of us - do please 
have a look and respond.

https://www.

cambridgeshireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk

Drains and Gullies

While it goes against logic, due to 
County Highways’ slim maintenance 
budget, planned annual drainage 
and gully clearance no longer takes 
place and those drains that get 
cleared are done on a reactive basis, 
usually on the basis of someone 
having logged a blocked drain 
complaint on-line, here: https://www.
cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/roadworks-and-faults/

East West Rail Northern Route 
Update

In response to local questions, 
a CamBedRailRoad spokesman 
reports: “We were expecting a 
Preferred Route Announcement 
on the EastWest Railway by the 
Summer Recess. This has now 
passed, and the current turbulence 
both at Westminster and in relation 
to the now-doubtful HS2 would 
indicate not a lot of announcing 
about railways anytime soon. 
However, EWR have written to 
CamBedRailRoad telling us that 
our Northern Option (St Neots 
– Cambourne – Northstowe to 
Cambridge North) is being assessed 
following the end of the public 
consultation.

“We are seeking clarification on 
the timings of announcements and 
the detail of the assessment. This 
is important because communities 
are living with a cloud of doubt 
about the eventual routing which is 
blighting land, property and lives. 
We are also in discussion with a 
wide range of organisations about a 
possible joint approach to any future 
legal action and have engaged a 
well-known firm of solicitors to work 
with us. More about our work at 
www.cambedrailroad.org.”

Combined Authority Consultation 
on new Local Transport Plan for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

A reader writes: “What is the point 
of the Combined Authority? Even 
the County Council has pointed 
out that the Consultation on the 
new Local Transport Plan for 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
doesn’t recognise the national 2050 
zero carbon target nor the county’s 

own climate emergency nor district 
policies on this. There are no details 
under the strategic overviews, no 
implementation plans, no indication 
of ownership nor targets and no 
indication of financial or ongoing 
maintenance apportionment. Why 
is the CPCA public consultation so 
naff?”

Why, indeed. 

Fostering

The County Council is trying very 
hard to dispel some myths around 
fostering, as we always need more 
foster families who are willing to help 
with the 600 or so children in care 
at any one time in Cambridgeshire. 
Fostering is a hugely rewarding role 
– have you ever thought about it?  

In particular one myth is that foster 
carers do not receive any support 
with their work. However all of our 
foster carers receive a generous 
allowance as well as 24 hour access 
to support and training with an 
allocated fostering social worker 
who is the main point of contact.

In fact, the only requirements are 
that prospective carers are over 
21 and have a spare bedroom! 
You can be single, married, in 
a civil partnership, in rented 
accommodation or retired.

First School Site in Gamlingay 

There has been a certain amount of 
posting about this site on Facebook. 
Firstly – just to ensure that the 
conspiracy theorists find it harder to 
invent more stuff – both Sebastian 
(as County Councillor) and Bridget 
(as District Councillor) have very 
clear views about the future of the 
site which have been often put in 
the Gazette and raised at Parish 
Council. The plan is to maintain 
the site in 100% public use and in 
particular that any pre-schools that 
wish to - plus any new settings - 
move onto the site be enabled to 
do so. There would also be a new 
facility designed to be a centre of 
excellence for the education of 
primary-age students with autism 
who are enrolled at GVP.

Secondly – just again to make it 
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absolutely crystal clear – neither 
of us would support the building 
of a single house on the site. Just 
no. Gamlingay has enough house 
building proposed for the next few 
years and the loss of this site to the 
community is unacceptable.   

Regrettably the CCC team that deals 
with education sites with whom 
Sebastian had a meeting in March 
were not aware that there was a 25 
year expiry clause on land subject 
to Compulsory Purchase. Therefore 
Crichel Downs rules do not apply 
(ie that CPO’d land must be offered 
back to the original owner). Sadly 
this means that the one certain and 
absolute block to the development 
of the Playing Fields has been 
removed.

This is because while it was not 
in CCC’s financial interest to 
develop the land (because it would 
have reverted to Merton College) 
CCC would have been unlikely to 
have pursued it. The results of a 
Freedom of Information request by a 
Gamlingay resident appear to have 
coincided with the revelations that 
indicate that the land and any profit 
from it now would remain to the 
benefit of CCC and therefore CCC is 
very likely to pursue this avenue. 

Obviously this all means nothing if 
South Cambs reject the submission 
of the site as part of the Local Plan 
Call for Sites - and let us all pray that 
they do. Sadly we won’t know for 18 
months or so; and in the meantime 
the site remains unused despite the 
very keen local organisations who 
wish to use it for community benefit. 
Amazingly frustrating and not helped 
by the ‘odd’ views expressed by 
some on Facebook.    

South Cambs Issues
South Cambidgeshire District 

Council: Cllr Bridget Smith

Waterbeach New Town

A legal agreement has been 
reached confirming £141 million 
worth of new services, facilities 
and transport upgrades that will 
come forward as part of the first 
6,500 homes at a new town north 
of Waterbeach. Back in May, South 

Cambridgeshire District Council’s 
Planning Committee gave the green 
light to Urban&Civic’s outline plans 
to develop the former Waterbeach 
barracks site. This is the western 
half of the site that is allocated for 
a new town in the authority’s Local 
Plan.

The developer’s funding towards 
community services and facilities will 
see many upgrades and community 
facilities come forward at different 
stages of the development including:

At least 30% affordable housing, 
three primary schools, a secondary 
school and a special educational 
needs school, a health centre and 
many open spaces with outdoor 
pitches – to include sports areas, 
children’s play space and allotments 
/ community orchards and three 
sports pavilions. There will be a 
contribution towards a new leisure 
centre, including a swimming pool, 
three community centres and a 
community hub with library. 

A total of almost £16 million worth 
of transport upgrades in and around 
the village of Waterbeach are also 
included as part of the Section 
106 process. Bridget is aiming to 
ensure that any new large scale 
development are self-supporting and 
self-sustaining.  Dormitory villages 
full of commuters are no longer an 
option and housing has to be built 
near to where people live, work, 
play and learn.  That also means 
that development in existing villages 
must be no more than the villages 
can support unless developers are 
making significant contributions to 
upgrading village amenities to cope 
with extra people.

Biodiversity & School Funding at 
South Cambs

In July, the District Council passed 
two motions, both unanimously 
supported:

The first – which aims to double 
the area of rich wildlife habitats, 
tree cover and accessible green 
space in South Cambs -  laid out 
measures including the development 
of a mandatory biodiversity net gain 
policy and directing developers 
to use the Developing Nature 
Toolkit to use in planning new 

developments, as well as identifying 
areas for tree planting for carbon 
sequestration, flood management, 
air quality improvement and other 
environmental services.

The second instructed the council 
to make representation to the 
Secretary of State for Education and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
calling for them to take action to 
reverse, in full, the real-terms cuts 
to per-pupil school budgets since 
2015 – meaning schools in South 
Cambridgeshire would receive 
£3,837,946 additional funding 
in 2020 – and fix the historic 
underfunding of Cambridgeshire 
schools by putting in place 
genuinely fairer funding through 
the National Funding Formula. 
Though the District Council is not 
directly responsible for education, 
schools are an important part of 
the communities they represent 
and the funding pressure they are 
under is beginning to damage those 
communities.

The Future!

We’ve just kicked-off the start of 
a very important process that will 
shape South Cambridgeshire and 
Cambridge City for decades to 
come. It’ll look at how we respond 
to climate change, increase 
biodiversity and green spaces, 
promote wellbeing and equality, 
deliver jobs, transport links, schools, 
health facilities, utilities and homes. 
This is our next Local Plan, which 
will be a combined plan for Greater 
Cambridge. We’re determined to 
reach as many people as possible 
across the two Council areas, giving 
everyone the chance to have their 
say.

We’re now at the stage where, 
together with Cambridge City 
Council, we’ve published a report 
that gives details of an upcoming 
“Issues and Options” consultation. 
Sounds dry but this consultation 
in November will give everyone in 
Greater Cambridge the chance to 
talk about the big issues that our 
next Local Plan needs to address.

We think the Local Plan is probably 
the most important document that 
most people have never heard of, 
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because it touches so many aspects 
of our lives. Where we live, where 
we work, how we get to work, 
the types of places our children 
and grandchildren will grow up in, 
where they will go to school and 
so much more. It’ll also be a key 
tool in helping us to achieve our 
ambition of a zero carbon South 
Cambridgeshire by 2050. The plan 
will eventually include strong policies 
to make sure that new developments 
support this goal and also improve 
nature and the environment around 
the area. So, with all of that in mind, 
please look out for this “Issues and 
Options” consultation in November.

Staff in our Planning Service, which 
we share with Cambridge City 
Council, are working incredibly 
hard to make this process as easy 
as possible for you to take part 
in. We think the whole process is 
going to take around three years 
in total and there will be plenty of 
chances to have your say, so please 
take advantage of them. It’s so 
important to us that local people 
help to develop and test this plan. 
We’ve already done more than 
ever before by holding some early 
workshops with parish councils, 
residents’ associations, businesses, 
developers.

General Issues 

Brexit

Generally we keep away from Brexit 
for all the obvious reasons. However, 
as Councillors we are increasingly 
being messaged by concerned 
residents with questions – most 
of which we cannot answer to any 
certain degree. The situation is also 
very fast moving.

However, we are concerned about 
the impact a No deal Brexit might 
have locally. Around South Cambs 
it is easy to think that most people 
have jobs in the high spec technical 
world – research, development and 
so on. We tend to forget that we are 
all lucky enough to live in a working 
countryside. 

To that end we are alarmed about 
the impact a No Deal Brexit 
might have on our local farmers. 

The impact of leaving the EU 
on the farming and agricultural 
communities will be widespread 
and destructive. UK farmers are 
heavily reliant on funding from the 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
In 2014 alone, 175,700 UK farm 
businesses received €3.2 billion in 
direct payments. Under the CAP, the 
EU also funds development in rural 
communities. 

Brexit will impact food supply 
and the availability of food in the 
UK. With delays at borders due 
to custom checks, the delivery of 
perishable goods will be limited. In 
the event of a no-deal Brexit, tariffs 
will be applied to agricultural goods 
that transit between the UK and 
EU. The MFN no-deal Brexit tariffs 
will increase the cost of importing 
and exporting agricultural products. 
These additional costs will be 
passed onto YOU, the consumer. 
The UK Trade Policy Observatory 
analysis concludes that prices will 
increase by 5.8% for meat, 8.1% 
for dairy, 4% for vegetables, 3.1% 
for fruit, 1.8% for bread and cereals 
and 1.5% for fish. This will impact 
the poorest in society the most, 
where 16% of household income is 
currently spent on food. A no-deal 
Brexit will mean more income will be 
spent on food.  

This is an affluent part of 
Cambridgeshire – and yet villages 
such as Gamlingay have thriving 
foodbanks. We are profoundly 
concerned about the impact on 
families who are already struggling. 

Safer Communities

In her role on the Local Government 
Association Safer Communities 
Board Bridget has been hearing 
from the Commission which is 
about to report on Modern Day 
Slavery. This is not something which 
happens elsewhere - it is happening 
on all our doorsteps and is often 
difficult to recognise. Even more 
concerning is to hear that some 
people in prison are actually victims 
of slavery rather than perpetrators 
of crime. An example would be 
young people arrested for County 
Lines drug running who are actually 
being controlled through fear and 
coercion by organised crime gangs. 
The Commission will be demanding 

better support for victims, more 
robust punishment of the criminals 
and improved means of identifying 
modern day slavery. In South Cambs 
we know to keep a close eye on 
agricultural work gangs, tarmacking 
enterprises and car washes. Bridget 
was told that if you are paying under 
£6.50 for your car to be washed it 
is unlikely that people are receiving 
the minimum wage. If you have any 
concerns it is vital that you report it. 
Here is the way to do it:

Telephone call 101 - www.cambs.
police.uk/report - Textphone 18001 
101 or anonymous reporting Crime 
Stoppers on 0800 555 111

Rivers and Water in South Cambs

The conservation officer at 
the Wildlife Trust has advised 
communities south of Cambridge 
that the River Granta at Clerk’s Piece 
Stapleford has stopped flowing. All 
the brown trout in this reach of river 
have died alongside stickleback, 
bullhead and stone loach. Whilst 
we are experiencing a drought, 
the problem is being compounded 
by Cambridge Water Company 
continuing to take water for our 
own public supply from the chalk 
aquifer beneath.  It is clear that with 
the huge amount of growth planned 
for this area we must lobby the 
water company and Environment 
Agency for better, and sustainable 
management of our water resources 
for the benefit of all.

If like us you find the sight of a dried 
up river unacceptable, please write 
to your local MP, Water Company 
and the Environment Agency asking 
how we are to achieve sustainable 
water management, and what 
proportion is to be left for the 
environment.

Gamlingay and Hatley 

Planning permission for nine self 
build houses.

Planning permission has been 
granted on appeal for nine self-
build houses at the bottom of 
Green End - on the left hand side 
as you leave the village. This 
application was rejected by both 
the Parish and District Council on 
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the grounds that it was outside of 
the village framework. However, 
the independent Government 
planning inspector failed to uphold 
the grounds for refusal. The main 
reasons were that the District 
Council is a Right to Build Vanguard 
Authority with a statutory duty to 
prove suitable sites for people 
waiting to build their own homes. 
They currently have a short fall 
of sites and this was the most 
significant factor in the inspector’s 
decision. Additionally, the Gamlingay 
Neighbourhood Plan has not yet 
been submitted and so can’t be 
taken into consideration because the 
inspector has no way of knowing if 
it ever will be submitted. Also, the 
Village Design Guide submitted to 
the District Council in May has not 
yet been officially adopted.

Parking Bays

The parking bays in the two District 
Council sheltered housing schemes 
are for EVERYONE. No one has 
exclusive use of any one bay and 
therefore no right to reserve or 
demand that they are kept free. 
Please respect the rights of residents 
to park wherever they wish as long 
as they are parking thoughtfully, 
legally and considerately.
 
Your Councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact 
us with comments, questions, 
problems or complaints. We hope 
we can help but if we can’t we are 
likely to know someone who can! 

DOGGEREL 
(poorly written and silly)

    My dog is a hog covered in 
thorns, sleeps under my hedge and 
hobbles to bed just when it’s dawn.

    He leaves a calling card, dark 
and fairly hard, from chewing slugs, 
snails and a few scrunchy bugs.  

    He passes below my window at 
night, shuffling and snuffling like he’s 
got a cold. Quiet, wary and not at all 
bold.

    One night I looked down and 
there was a she, followed by three 
little pin cushions bobbing along, 
looking like urchins from the sea.

    It filled me with wonder how dad 
got to know mum and did what was 
needed to produce these three little 
chums.  

    It brought tears to my eyes, 
recalling a  spikey fence where I 
snagged something tender and 
hollered aloud....the pain was so 
intense. 

    Thought I’d lost ‘em. The family 
jewels.   Don’t you know?  All two of 
them!

    A resident hedgehog is a joy, 
protecting  our plants from one-
footed slimies we raise our arms 
to....or look at askance. 

    Just make a hole in your hedge 
or fence and provide hidden shelter, 
where prickly hogs can spend the 
winter.

    When Spring comes again they’ll 
wobble around, filling their tums to 
quiet munching and lip-smacking 
sounds.

    Their calling cards mean they are 
defending our plants. It makes our 
lives easier...so, give them a chance.

A WILD ENGLISH ROSE

    I met her in her Breton garden 
while in France; a slip of a woman, 
small and lean. Her nimble 
movements belied her age and 
her spirit tumbled joyfully, like a 
mountain stream.

    Her hair was white, tied back with 
ribbon.  Dark-rimmed glasses paled 
her skin. Her generous lips glowed 
warm red and caught my eye. She 
met my stare.  Was she rebuking me 
with  her’s ? 

    She lives in a tall, four-square 
house set among flowers, shrubs 
and trees. Its many odd-shaped 
rooms have high ceilings, held in 
place by old oak beams. 

    Wooden stairs rise to the attic, 
to  artist’s studio, tubes of paint, 
many brushes and knives for the 
palette. Here and there an unfinished 
canvass waits for inspiration, to 
please the eye, ending frustration.
   
    This English rose survives alone, 
coping with mundane chores but 
also inspires budding  artists to 
improve their skills in a well-lit room 
on the ground floor.    

    Around the house lie curious 
things, each awaiting a place of its 
own in this magical home, this place 
of dreams.

    And I saw her queen-size bed 
where she lays her head and dreams 
her dreams. Please, oh please, may 
those dreams come true for this wild 
English rose, this feisty queen.

The perfect Christmas 
gift

On sale soon, the new photograph 
collection from our very own 
‘Historyman’ columnist, Nick Bruce

The book will be on sale at 
80-82 Church Street 
email nb777@btinternet.com
Phone 07924119346
or at Worboys Garage from about 
the end of October

STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS 
- STOP PRESS - STOP PRESS - 

STOP PRESS -

Gamlingay

Views from the past

by nick bruce 

The Cross Roads looking down Church Sreet 
C1905, hand tinted.



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 651 996
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Jelly Tots Emma Radley 07156 027 

150
Natalie 691 477

Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Brian 

Culverhouse
651 020

Football Club Chair: 
Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop 651 785
Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035
Girls Football - MUGA Nancy Kyle 651 785

nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk
Waresley Cricket Phil Masdin  221 027

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Lindy Gorton 650 581

Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall Kim Wilde 650 596

www.hatley.info

Ecohub Manager
Sarah Groom
Kate 
Laugharne

651 226

hub trustees     chair
vice chair

Jackie McGeady 
Neil Muirhead

Everton Village Hall 682 251

HOBBIES LEISURE AND 
INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players Amy Lovat 07843 527 979

lovatl@hotmail.com
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581
History Society Peter Wright 449 886

gamlingayhistory@gmail.com

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and 
Phil Titchner

654 891

Booklinks Kate 
Laugharne

Friends of St Mary’s Helen Miller 677 390
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
St. Neots Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 
Chair/Secretary

651 025

nickbruce7@btinternet.com 
www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Potton and District 
Writers

pottonwriters@gmail.com

Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 979
WI Anne Clarke

Jean York
651 932
650 367

Guild of St Mary’s Liz Huckle 650 988
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 351

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 449 043

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Beavers Mark Harrision 07979 102568

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Susan Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Will Colebrook 07527 
717 463

Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Mark Harrision 07979 
102 568

Explorers vacancy 
(all meet at Scout Hut)

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

Gamlingay Young 
Lacemakers Kay Palmer 651 532

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Office

Jane 
Sally Graves

651 519
650 112

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector Hilary Young

650 587

Churchwarden Alec Hissett 650 052
Reader Chris Miller 650 779
SCHOOL
Gamlingay Primary 650 208
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Village Information

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
District nurses 0845 602 4064
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Homecare Anne Hutson 07776 

021 611
Car Care Scheme Alison Baker 07519 

493701
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police and 
Community Police

PC John 
Coppard

101

 john.coppard@cambs.pnn.
police.uk

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Colin Smith
Vice Chairman Tony Goss
Library Kate Laugharne 651 226
Forward 
Gamlingay

Chair: 
Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Kim Wilde 650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info

Chairman: Alan Pinney
POLITICS
MP Heidi Allen 01223 

830 037
heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
(Hatley)

Heather 
Williams

07885 
774 775

cllr.williamsh@scambs.gov.uk
District Councillor Bridget Smith 650 510
South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Gamarch (Gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

Chris Tomsett 650 009

Julia Manley (Sec)
julialmanley@yahoo.com

Gamlingay Allotment 
Gardeners Association 
(GAGA)

Mick Slimm, Secretary 
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Bob Gordon, Membership 
Sec
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net

                 651 913
Brian Giddings, Chair 

07746 074 796
Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

The Gazette 
For email contributions please check our website and 
upload your copy, or email 

editor@gamlingaygazette.uk or gamlingaygazette@
btinternet.com

To advertise your business in the village magazine, 
please email for details 

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk

39email contributions to: editor@gamlingaygazette.uk



WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936 

Servicing and repairs on most 
makes of car and light commercials

Tyres -  batteries - exhausts

Tel: 01767 650 273

MOT
TESTING STATION

Grovemount Limited
General Builders

All building & refurbishment work 
undertaken

PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 651 299

Qualified mobile 
hairdresser

Perms, sets, cuts and colour
Special discount for 

senior citizens

Call Marie on
07897 508 990 

or 
01767 261 190

SCOTT ROOFING LTD
Roofing Specialist

Your local traditional Roofer
Free quotations and advice

All roofing works undertaken:
tiling - slating - felt flat roofs - repairs - 

chimney re-pointing - insulation- facias/gutters - 
moss removal - new roofs - lead work

Call Scott:
Mob 07834 777 134
Tel    01767 651 626

Proudly serving the village for over 15 years

GREENACRE TRANSFERS
Airport and long distance 

Taxi Service 
Mercedes V-class 7 seater

Fully licenced and CRB checked
www.greenacretransfers.co.uk

07555 70 78 48

CHILTERN
School of Motoring

Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved

Block booking discounts
Tel: Liz 01767 650 472

or 07986 543 121

L LWalk ins and appointments
  Cuts from 

Men £9.50, under 16’s £8.50, OAP £7.50, 
clipper £7, restyle £12.50 

Kymberly Titmus 
07808 523 201 

Paul Currell Flooring Services

 Engineered wood, Kardean, LVF flooring, 
laminate, wool and durable synthetic carpets

 All sub floor prep  inc: floor levelling, screed, 
hardboarding, underlay 

Domestic and commercial grade vinyl flooring, and repairs

Facebook link -Paul Currell Flooring available range and flooring samples

Carpets - Vinyl - Wood
Supply and Fitting

over 15 years experience
07779 395 826
FREE estimate

The Police
Non-emergency number:

101

To advertise your business in 
the village magazine, please 
email:

adverts@gamlingaygazette.uk 

for details.
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