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Saturday 15th September 1 - 5pm 
at Gamlingay First School. 

In the morning there will be a 5km fun run - for all ages and abilities 
Remember all the profits from the Gamlingay Village Show go to local 

charities – so the entry fee for the run will help local causes too! 
Show highlights include: 

Flypast by a historic RAF Dakota
Cyndi of Top Dogs 

classic cars
Qpods
Funfair

a wide range of stalls
arena events and musical performances. 

Come and view our new Digital photography section. 

Gamlingay Show is organised by a small committee. If you would like to 
get involved, either to join the committee or to help on the day, please get in 
touch. 

Gamlingay Show Committee:  
email : gamlingayshow@hotmail.com
Tel: 07519 921126 Facebook: Gamlingay Show
Twitter: @GamlingayShow Website: thegamlingayshow.co.uk

The end of any school year is 
met with relief at the completion of 
another successful term, excitement 
at the prospect of the forthcoming 
holiday and more than a little 
sadness as the time has come to 
bid farewell to the pupils who are 
leaving to continue their education 
elsewhere.  The end of this school 
year has, however, been even more 
poignant as all the staff and students 
parted company and closed the 
door on Gamlingay Village College 
for the final time.

“A small school that thinks big” 
became our mantra three years ago 
and never has this been more apt 
than in the last twelve months.  As 
our pupil numbers dwindled you 
may have thought that GVC would 
just drift along to the inevitable 
end. Nothing could be further 
from the truth!  We have had an 
action packed year starting at the 
College, where we rattled around 
in the building, before relocating to 
a mobile on the field at Gamlingay 
First School which, with just two 
classrooms, was a much cosier 
fit!  The resilience our pupils have 
shown, as they continued to study 
hard and take the many changes in 
their stride, has been admirable.

In the penultimate week of term, 
we had a school trip to France, 
camping in Normandy.  The pupils 
enjoyed a trip to Mont St Michel, 
although many saw similarities 
with Hogwarts and Diagon Alley!  A 
guided tour across the bay, retracing 
the pilgrim’s journey was one of the 
highlights, especially the sinking 
sands.  Another day pupils were 
each given 3 euros and taken to a 
French market to buy suitable fillings 
for a sandwich.  In groups they were 
then judged on their choice and 
presentation, before eating their 
creations.  Paddle boarding and 
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For relief from …
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Try Shiatsu massage
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Caroline Betts MRSS
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Extensions - Block Paving
Patios - Fireplaces - Walling

Let us transform the 
appearance and 

quality of your lawn

For a FREE No Obligation Quote

Call: 01767 651 639
E-mail: hunts@greensleeves-uk.com

RECEIVE 20% OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

Our specially tailored treatment programme will ensure 
your lawn is in excellent condition all year round.

Weed Free   n   Deep Green   n   Moss Controlled
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www.greensleeves-uk.com
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Wendy Hall WMSCh,
MPSPract,DipCTec

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Moor Farm Cottage, Potton Road, 
Abbotsley, St Neots, Cambridgeshire,

PE19 6TY

Telephone 01767 677 554
Mobile 07926 355 884

For all kinds of foot problems e.g. 
corns, callus, bunions, nail trims

all in the comfort of your own home 
or at my surgery.
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The Gazette 
For email contributions please check our website and upload 
your copy, or email 

editor@gamlingaygazette.co.uk

To advertise your business in the village magazine, please 
email for details

adverts@gamlingaygazette.co.uk
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GAMLINGAY PLAYERS 
“BIG PICNIC”

On Jun 23rd the Gamlingay 
Players staged “The Big Picnic”, the 
third year this free charity event has 
been organised for the benefit of the 
community of Gamlingay, performed 
on the outside stage at The Hub.  
This is organised alongside “The 
Great Get Together” a nationwide 
charity in memory of the murdered 
MP Jo Cox, encouraging 
communities to organise events to 
bring people together in the spirit of 
community and friendship.

It was a glorious sunny day, and 
a great many families brought 
along their picnics and enjoyed 
an afternoon of short plays and 
sketches, (including an excellent 
performance by our younger 
members), a few monologues 
and some musical and choral 
performances.  The whole event 
was rounded off by a fantastic 
performance from “Acid 
Reflux”, our very own 

local group, who kept 
everyone singing 

along and dancing well into the late 
evening.

Our chosen charity this year was 
MAGPAS Air Ambulance Service, 
and with some very generous 
sponsorship from village businesses 
to cover our expenses, we were able 
to donate £500, which included a 
bucket collection and a little surplus 
sponsorship, to this very worthwhile 
charity.  We were subsequently very 
kindly invited by MAGPAS to visit 
their base in Huntingdon, to meet 
the paramedics, tour the base, and 
stage an official handover of our 
£500 cheque.  

The photograph shows Gill and 
John Spaul and Colin and Christine 
Carroll, who represented the 
Gamlingay Players, at the official 
handover at the base.  Unfortunately 
the MAGPAS air ambulance was 
on a ‘shout’, no doubt doing the 
excellent work of saving lives in their 
daily routine.
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guest editor
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GARY HARE

Property Improvements

All aspects of carpentry,
internal/external doors

Real wood/laminate floors
Bathrooms

Kitchens designed, supplied, fitted
Ceramic wall and floor tiling

External and internal painting,
decorating and wallpapering

Complete property refurbishment

Telephone: 01767 651 821
Mobile: 0777 397 3420

City and Guilds
25 years experience

Need an …

ELECTRICIAN?

Peter E. Moss 
Over 40 Years Service

No VAT added

Phone:  01480 473892
Mobile:  07802 720173 

mosselectric@hotmail.com
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PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH

News from the churches

Rector: Hilary Young Rectory, Stocks Lane

Churchwarden: Jan Cooper 69 Greenacres 650 178

Reader and churchwarden: Chris Miller 11 Bunyan Close 650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church
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Dear Friends – and everyone else
I wrote for the July/August Gazette before I came here and now write on the day after my licensing and installation 

for this September edition. What a lot has happened in between! There have certainly been ups and downs in the 
process of ending and beginning ministry. Since our arrival I’ve been on retreat and we’ve been away for a couple 
of days for a concert as well as meeting many new people, and doing a bit of preparatory work towards the work 
proper which begins today, in between organising things at the Rectory.  
I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has worked so hard over the last two years or so to  keep the Church 
of England going in this place. This especially applies to the Wardens of Everton and Gamlingay, and the people 
of the parishes who have supported them in their responsibilities, but also to the clergy and lay people who have 
conducted services, in Chris Miller’s case, both. 

Now, both my husband Norman and I are ‘keepers’ rather than ‘throwers’  and, no, that’s not a sporting allusion. 
We keep things in case, or because, they will come in useful, and we both have different hobbies and interests, and 
therefore different things we keep. We have a lot of belongings! And yes, we do keep things we will never have a use 
for. It does mean, though, that we are worth an ask for almost anything you might be looking for, particularly in the 
way of props for a play or tools for a job – though we don’t have a pick-axe and one would be useful to tackle the 
roots left in the garden borders. 

Removing the enormous amount of ‘stuff’ from the Settle vicarage, some of which was indeed real rubbish in need 
of sorting and throwing rather than removal, has been hard work. The heat wave which all this accompanied was 
both a blessing and a curse in that respect. It made the work harder and slower, but it meant we could leave things 
outside without worrying about them getting wet. Over all, I wouldn’t want to do it again, but there has been much 
good in it. We feel so blessed by friends from church and beyond who have helped from Settle, making repeated 
trips to the tip, filling in the pond (Diocesan policy, with great regret) and (what a blessing!) freeing us from the need 
to clean the house on departure.  I have thanked them directly, but want to pay tribute here too – one couple even 
holidayed in this area and came and helped us get set up!

So now here we are, and there has also been great joy in arriving. Thank you everyone who has made us welcome, 
some with gifts, cards and hospitality. Your kindness is very much appreciated and it helped to make Sunday a 
special day for me and all those who travelled to support me and who were so hospitably welcomed. I think it has 
been good for people here too, and I look forward to what we will be able to do together. Being a ‘keeper’ does 
mean that I do not intend to start changing things as soon as I arrive. There will be a couple of months of ‘business 
as usual’ in terms of service patterns and so forth, but I will be listening to people in and outside the church, and 
looking to work with everyone to discern how we are being called to be Church in this place, being a blessing for 
our communities and beyond. We live in times of particularly rapid change, and discerning what to keep and what to 
throw, something better can be, is very important. May God bless us all in that task. 

Every blessing 
Hilary

02-Sep Trinity 14 8.00am Holy Communion G
02-Sep Trinity 14 10.00am First Sunday - Baptism G
02-Sep Trinity 14 4.00pm Evensong E
09-Sep Trinity 15 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
09-Sep Trinity 15 11.00am Holy Communion H
09-Sep Trinity 15 11.00am Word and Worship E
16-Sep Trinity 16 9.30am Parish Eucharist with prayers for healing G
16-Sep Trinity 16 11.00am Parish Eucharist E
23-Sep Trinity 17 8.00am Holy Communion H
23-Sep Trinity 17 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
23-Sep Trinity 17 11.00am Parish Eucharist E
23-Sep Trinity 17 6.00pm Evensong G
30-Sep Trinity 18 9.30am Benefice Eucharist G



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH
Stocks Lane

Lead Pastor: Revd Adrian Semerene
Church Secretary: Mrs Linda Fraser 01767 677 710

Church office: 01767 651 519

Sunday Services
10.00am-10.30am Awakening Praise 
10.45am Worship Service (with 
J.A.M for children)
Holiday Club Service and BBQ
 2nd Sept
Communion will be celebrated 
9th Sept 

For Children – J.A.M
(JesusAndMe) 
Fun activities to explore bible stories
Every Sunday 10.45am

Small Groups
Exploring the bible and how to apply 
it
Meeting at various times and venues

Men’s Prayer and Breakfast
A time to share, pray & eat together
Not meeting this month

Craft and Hobbies Group
Spending time together working on 
different activities.
Thursday 6th Sept 10.00am

Messy Church 
Messy craft, games, bible stories 
and lots of fun.
Saturday 8th Sept 2-4pm 

Ladies Prayer Brunch
A time to share, pray and eat 
together
Saturday 15th  Sept 10.00am

Coffee Morning
In aid of GBC and 2018 Charity
Thursday 20th Sept 10.am-11.30am
Come join us for tea/coffee and cake

We will be at the Village Show on 
Sat 15th so we’re looking forward to 
seeing everyone there.

For more details please contact 
Jane, our administrator on 651519 
or email office@gbchurch.org.uk
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‘Patience is a grace as difficult as it is necessary, and as hard to come by as 
it is precious when it is gained.’

- Charles Spurgeon

Recently, I found myself reflecting on patience. This was brought on by 
the arrival of our youngest child in July, when he was due towards the end 
of June. He was nine days late. Nine days isn’t much in the grand scheme 
of life, but towards the end of a pregnancy (even for me as the husband, 
not carrying the baby) it felt like time crawled by. My wife and I continuously 
chatted about how ‘we just wanted him to be here now.’ We had to be 
patient… for a while… and it wasn’t always easy…

But then, he arrived. The excitement, joy, relief, exuberance, and overall 
awe we experienced was incredible. The wait was worth it, (10.3 lb of him),  

being patient paid off, we had this precious 
little bundle of joy joining us, making us a party 
of five (well, six if you include our dog). It was 
as I sat there, holding him in my arms only 
moments after he was born, that it dawned on 
me the importance of being patient. People 
often joke about babies that ‘they are just 
too comfortable where they are’ however, 
the reality is, that there are reasons why they 

haven’t arrived yet. Both mum and baby have to be ready, and growing a 
human being takes time and patience (from mum of course, but also all 
those around).

Are you a patient person? Whether a Christian or not, you’d probably find 
that there are plenty of times in your life where patience would have been 
beneficial. In your community, be it a household, street, village, workplace, 
school, etc, your patience has an impact on those around you. However, 
we rarely think about patience, and rather ball it up in a rubber band, toss it 
away, and focus on other important qualities.

The bible has a lot to say about patience. It’s a fruit of the Spirit (meaning, it 
comes as a result of being led by God); it teaches we’re meant to ‘walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which we have been called, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love.’ Nowhere 
in the bible does it say it’s easy to be patient, but it does continually teach 
that patience is vital for our lives in communities (as are love, humility, 
gentleness, and so much more). God is also incredibly patient with us, 
through our mistakes, decisions and the way we treat each other as well. 
God will keep on waiting for us, because He loves us so much.

What would our communities be like if we were more patient with each 
other? What difference could that make to our lives? How much more would 
we grow in love for each other if we were patient with each other? Could 
God help you grow in patience with those around you? Why not come and 
find out?

Have some questions or want to further explore this?
Come visit us at GBC, or get in touch, I’d love to meet with you.

Many blessings, Rev Adrian Semerene
Lead Pastor
Gamlingay Baptist Church
adrian@gbchurch.org.uk Twitter: @asemerene  
Fancy reading other things I write? 
Visit my blog at www.adriansemerene.com.
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kayaking were very successful and 
much enjoyed as were games on the 
beach and paddling. The enormous 
climbing wall was exhilarating and 
everyone faced to and overcame 
their  fears. A visit to a goat farm 
to learn about how the cheese is 
made was also fun, with many of 
them having a go at milking a very 
patient goat!  The World Cup added 
to the excitement of the week with 
our guide teaching them “allez les 
bleus”.

Whilst in France we received our 
Year 6 SATs results.  2017 saw 
our best ever results, but in 2018 
they were even better!  89% of 
our students are working at Age 
Related Expectations – a fantastic 
achievement for our staff and 
students alike and a fitting accolade 
for all the hard work put in by 
everybody.  The way our students 
approached their tests back in May 
was commendable and the results 
richly deserved; we could not be 
more proud of each and every one 
of them.

During the last week of term we 
had an RE day where the pupils 
learnt about festivals in one of 
three religions: Hinduism, Judaism 
or Islam.  The groups were then 
remixed so that they could teach 
each other and design a multi 
faith centre. Their designs were 
very innovative and we should be 
optimistic for the future. We also 
had a visit from the Fire Service with 
a timely reminder of the dangers 
of open water swimming.  Sports 
Day took place on the field at GVC 
and this year included throwing 
a “howler” with great success for 
some pupils.

And so to our final day: having 
registered the pupils at our porta 
cabin, we took them all to GVC 
where we had a fun morning of 
games, sumo wrestling and a 
bungee run  on a large inflatable. 
Parents and friends then joined us 
and thanks to Mr and Mrs Daisley 
we had a delicious barbeque 
lunch, followed by ice cream and a 
fantastic cake commemorating 53 
years of Gamlingay Village College.  
The pupils each gave a short speech 
about their best times at GVC and 
this was followed by the giving of 
awards and prizes.  It was a fitting 
tribute to all at GVC and a chance 
for us to acknowledge our parents 
and supporters.  We would like to 
extend a huge thank you to all those 
in the village who believed in us to 
the end and to those parents who 
supported us totally during the last 
year.

Gamlingay Village College 
has always had a very special 
environment; one of trust and caring 
that has been commented on by 
many visitors, including Ofsted!  
Those of us who have worked there 
have always had a strong sense 
of family so it is with enormous 
sadness that we have said our final 
farewells.  We hope that a little of 
our spirit and resolve will remain and 
wish everyone all the best as they 
start a new chapter in their lives.

Piano teachers!
by Kathryn Crosby

Sometimes pupils ask me about 
when I started to learn to play, 
who taught me, which books I 
used, how much did I practice, 
etc. 

So if you have a moment, this 
might amuse you, and maybe your 
child too!

I imagine every teacher has a 
preferred teaching method: my 
own varies according to the age, 
personality and awareness of the 
child. Every child is different, so 
a personal tutor has the luxury 
of being able to adapt to each 
individual. Much of what I do is 
influenced by my own experiences. 

As a five year old child, I couldn’t 
wait to be able to have lessons! My 
first teacher was a family friend, 
and I loved her! She inspired and 
encouraged me so much and my 
progress with her was good. So 
when  I was eight, and she moved 
away, I was devastated. Mum and 
Dad found me a new teacher who I 
very quickly decided I didn’t like! In 
contrast to that first lovely lady, she 
was strict; hands rapped with a ruler 
for incorrect notes; piano keys wiped 
down with Dettol between lessons, 
(can you imagine the smell?) and 
woe betide you if you hadn’t done 
enough practice! (A cousin, on 
arrival, would often  tap very gently 
on the door, then turn and run home, 
telling her parents she couldn’t 
make anyone hear!) And shout - my 
goodness, she did! And yet I think 
I recognised in her a true musician; 
behind that stern exterior was a 
lady whose musical understanding 
I admired, and indeed learnt much 
from. She too had rheumatoid 
arthritis, and the poor lady could 
barely walk; her husband would 
let us in and out. When I passed 
Grade 6, she told my parents she 
would not teach me any further, due 
largely to her own limitations with 
the RA.  And so to my final teacher 
before going to college. She was 
different! She was the organist at 
our local  Church, and had told my 
Dad that she would take me through 
to Grade 8, although her renditions 
of many well-loved hymn tunes left 
much to be desired!  Arriving for my 
lesson, she would take my Practice 
Book into her kitchen, and shout 
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through to me what she wanted me 
to play…whilst she prepared her 
dinner! Every week. Sort of  distance 
learning! Amazing really - I think I got 
my Grade 8 despite her! So it takes 
all sorts! 

I continue to enjoy exploring, 
sharing and being able to pass on 
a love of music, in particular at the 
piano, to your children. No rapped 
fingers; no Dettol, and I am always 
in the room at the piano with your 
child! 

Thank you Kathryn for being such an 
inspiring teacher, and allowing me to 
pop this small insight into the Gazette - 
Guest Ed

St Denis’ church, East Hatley 
looking very good

 Over 60 people enjoyed an open 
evening on Friday 20th July at the 
redundant church of St Denis in East 
Hatley.

Rachel Morley, director of The 
Friends of Friendless Churches, 
(FoFC) which owns the Grade II* 
building, took everyone inside 
and spoke enthusiastically about 
its history and the first phase of 
renovations, which were completed 
in May [2018].

The evening generated a lot of 
enthusiasm among the people of 
Hatley “ it was all very exciting,” she 
said.

The church dates back to around 
1217.  It was restored in 1874 by 
the noted Victorian architect William 
Butterfield, who was known for 
his Gothic Revival style and desire 
to make his churches open for 
everyone, regardless of wealth or 
status.

The building is now water-tight, 
new glazing has been installed in the 
nave windows and black-powder 
coated metal guards have been 
fitted on the outside.  Tongue and 
groove floor boards have been laid 
in the nave with three inspection 
hatches so the medieval timbers 
underneath can be seen.  The 
central walkway to the nave has 
been re-tiled with some salvaged 
and some new tiles.

In the choir stalls areas of the 
chancel, an entire new floor structure 
has been created and new floor 
boards installed.  The York stone 
edging to the tiled walkway and the 
tiled chancel step have both been 
repaired and restored.

“Since acquiring the building in 2016, the Friends have spent just over 
£113,000 on it,” said Rachel.

“Going forward after funds have been raised, we intend to install glazing 
to the chancel – including a 19th century stained glass window from a 
church in Norfolk in the east window, and recreate William Butterfield’s 1874 
polychromic tiling.  Internal wall and ceiling finishes throughout the building 
must also be repaired and renewed – it is estimated £100,000 is needed to 
complete the repairs before it can be regularly opened,” she said.

The FoFC is a charity which cares for redundant churches throughout 
England and Wales – St John the Baptist in Papworth St Agnes is another 
local church owned by them.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

compiled by Sebastian Kindersley, 
with contributions from Bridget Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 9

SOLE PRACTICE
REFLEXOLOGY CLINIC

(Established 2002)

CARLA ROBINSON MAR.VRT. REIKI 

Treatments offered at my Clinic
REFLEXOLOGY

VERTICAL REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI

 HEAD AND SHOULDER 
MASSAGE

 Holistic therapies to improve many 
conditions and bring a sense of relaxation 

and wellbeing

13 years of professional accredited
CPD advanced training and experience.

 Gift vouchers available

Tel: 01767-651 634 / Mob 0777-2012928
email:carlafeet@gmail.com

Or visit my wesite www.solepractice.co.uk

EVERTON VILLAGE HALL

Available for hire for Parties,
Classes, etc. Competitive rates.
Excellent enclosed rear garden.

www.evertonvillagehall.org.uk

Contact Bookings Sec: 01767 682251

• Boiler replacements
• Breakdowns
• New System Installs
• System Upgrades
• Energy Efficient Boiler Installs
• LPG Boiler installations & servicing
• Vented & Unvented cylinder installs
• Radiator, Cylinder 
   and Megaflo installs
• Underfloor heating
• Powerflushing
• Free Quotations
• Servicing

David Dennis, Eden Heating, 5a King Street
Potton, Bedfordshire SG19 2QT

T   01767 262 300   
M 07828 297078

WWW.EDENHEATING.CO.UK

228628

FINANCE OPTIONS 
now available !££ ££
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Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other - 
matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com  You can also 
follow your councillors on Twitter: @
Cllrbridget @Seb4SouthCambs and 
Facebook: CllrBridget 

Combined Authority

Following last month’s outline of 
how complex local government is 
currently the Mayor and Combined 
Authority have been hitting the 
headlines again. The Secretary of 
State has written to the Mayor to 
tell him and the Greater Cambridge 
Partnership (delivering The City Deal) 
to get their acts together and find a 
way of working collaboratively.  To 
be fair to the GCP they have done 
their best but the Mayor has seen 
fit to put a (supposedly) temporary 
stop to the well developed plans to 
run a fast public transport service 
into Cambridge from Cambourne 
and similarly along the A1307.  The 
Mayor has said that he hates Park 
and Rides but fails to appreciate 
that they are only way that those 
of us living in the villages distant to 
Cambridge can get to use public 
transport and avoid congestion.  The 
Mayor is aiming for 100% of people 
in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
to make 100% of their journeys on 

public transport.  That rather begs 
the question of what about people 
who are disabled, who need to carry 
equipment for work or get their 
week’s shopping home. What about 
people who drop their children off 
at school before going on to work, 
or the trades people and carers 
who make multiple journeys in a 
day? What about people who do 
not work in Cambridge?  And what 
about the cost?  Even with the City 
Council hiking up the cost of City 
Centre parking by a lot it can still 
be cheaper to drive into Cambridge 
and park when you have a car full of 
people.  Park and Rides need to be 
open for longer hours, with spaces. 

Having said all of that the Mayor has 
rather bizarrely ‘approved’ a new 
Park and Ride at Scotland Farm in 
Dry Drayton but that is a nonsense 
without a transport system linking it 
to Cambridge.  He was committed to 
an underground CAM Metro system 
but is now talking about Light Rail!  
The bottom line is that he needs to 
make a decision about what public 
transport system he is supporting, 
where it is to go and how he is going 
to pay for it because light rail will 
cost billions.

The other major issue that the Mayor 
fails to address is the risk that, 
by halting the transport plans for 
Cambourne and the proposed new 
development at Bourn Airfield, the 
planning inspector, who has been 
inspecting our plan for well over four 
years, will decide that it is not good 
enough.  The other risk is that the 
Government will pull the plug on the 
£400 million of funding for transport, 
skills and housing that is due to the 
GCP.  One cannot help but wonder if 
the Mayor would like that to happen 
as it would leave him the only player 
in the transport game!  It is a very 
frustrating situation and one that 
needs to be resolved sooner rather 
than later.

Can you help?

Cambridgeshire County Council is 
currently appealing for help with 
reablement services and is actively 
recruiting support workers. 

Reablement helps people to leave 
hospital when they might otherwise 



continued on page 11

continued from page 8
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be unable to. Each person may have 
been admitted for different reasons, 
but after discharge they need some 
help to get back on their feet. Put 
simply, reablement helps people 
regain independence at home.

We can help many more people 
and really make a difference – but 
we need more reablement support 
workers. You don’t need any specific 
experience to become a reablement 
worker, just the right attitudes and 
values. Reablement workers are 
calm and friendly problem-solvers 
who genuinely enjoy helping people.

What’s more, they get to see first-
hand the difference they make to 
people’s lives. Reablement support 
workers motivate and inspire people 
to re-learn tasks and activities 
that are key to their quality of life. 
Reablement support workers go out 
into the community. They usually see 
several service users each day. They 
help people to stay on track to stay 
independent.

Support usually lasts less than six 
weeks and helps people carry out 
tasks they identify as important. This 
may be cooking, getting down the 
steps into the garden, or dressing 
themselves. Each programme is 
tailored to the individual. Unlike care 
- which treats individuals as passive 
recipients - reablement works in 
partnership with the individual.

If the service user needs further 
support afterwards, support outside 
of the reablement service will 
support their ongoing care needs. 

If you like the sound of this then 
please call on 01223 475920 
or email recruitment.cfa@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Civic Affairs at South Cambs

The new Civic Affairs committee at 
South Cambs has now discussed 
how Full Council meetings could 
be more open to the public. It was 
agreed on an interim 12 month pilot 
with the public able to submit written 
questions up to 15 mins in advance 
of the meeting on any item on the 
agenda.  Please do make use of this 
- we would love to hear from you.
  

Recycling

Recycling rates are going down 
nationally and also in S Cambs even 
though we have been reasonably 
good at it. If we don’t reduce our 
waste and improve recycling then 
we are going to end up with more 
incinerators on our doorsteps to deal 
with all the stuff that can no longer 
go into landfill because all the landfill 
sites are full.  It’s useful to remember 
some tips about recycling for the 
blue bin:

Everything must be clean - 
contamination from food costs us 
money - which is your money. Black 
plastic cannot be recycled but ALL 
other plastic can go in the blue bin. 
Please do not put things inside each 
other so your cereal box and the 
paper liner can both be recycled but 
must be separated from each other.

Gamlingay and Gransden Cubs and 
Scouts AGM

Bridget was delighted to be invited 
to the Scouts AGM and to learn 
about all of the very impressive 
activities and adventures which they 
have embarked upon in the past 
year. Many congratulations to the 
three very impressive young men 
who have gained places at the next 
USA Jamboree and to those adults 
who have supported the whole of 
the local cub and scout movement 
so diligently.
 
Robinson Court

The redevelopment of Robinson 
Court should be reaching 
completion by the end of July.  The 
houses are looking really nice and 
appear to be of high quality and well 
designed.  We are very disappointed 
that the new parking places in Grays 
Rd, which we had been assured 
would be completed in the same 
time frame, seem not yet to have 
planning permission.  We are looking 
into what has held this process up.  
It is going to be very annoying for 
local residents who have put up with 
considerable disruption for the past 
year as the houses have been built 
to have further disruption once the 
parking bays are installed.  We can 
but apologise for this and will do our 
best to keep you informed.

Motor Bikes and Quad Bikes.

We are getting reports of young 
people on motor bikes and quad 
bikes riding on the public footpath 
which leads from Grays Rd to 
Gamlingay Wood.  This is a public 
right of way up to the path to 
the allotments and so motorised 
vehicles are not allowed to use it.  
We have reported this to the police 
as it is a matter of public safety as 
well as a serious nuisance to local 
residents - many of whom are elderly 
and find it intimidating.  

Police Stations and other police 
matters

We have been notified that our 
‘local’ police station at Cambourne, 
which now houses only three PCSO 
and no warranted officers, has 
been closed for a week for general 
enquiries. However, it is up and 
running again now but is only open 
from 10 am till 3 pm on Mondays 
and we have not been given a phone 
number!  

If you need to contact the Police 
please call 101 or 999 in an 
emergency or via www.cambs.
police.uk website.

The Police and Crime Commissioner 
recently announced the ‘new 
Policing Model’ and support for 
our communities.  What does this 
actually mean for the noticeable 
spike in reports of criminal activity 
across the villages?  The weekly 
reports of reported crimes are 
showing a marked increase in 
domestic crimes in particular and 
we have recently learnt that South 
Cambs has the 3rd lowest crime 
solving statistics in the country with 
a solving rate of a staggering 4.8%. 

Carer’s Allowance Fact Sheet

A local Citizens Advice Bureau 
advisor has forwarded to us the 
Disability Rights UK Factsheet, 
which he says ‘is always written in 
plain English and doesn’t expect the 
reader to have a deep understanding 
of the benefits system.’  We hope 
this is useful to anyone with queries.  
https://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/
carers-allowance-ca   Bridget has 



Alice Lucas 
School Of Dance 

 
Government  
Recognised  

Exams 
 

100% 
Pass Rate 

 
Ballet and Jazz  

Classes 
 

Held in Gamlingay 
and Biggleswade 

 

Fabulous 
  

Fun For 
 

Feet 
 

Fingers 
 

And  
 

Faces 

 
Great 

Opportunities 
To perform in  
local displays, 

 Pantomimes and 
appear in our own 

dance shows 

 
R.A.D and I.S.T.D registered Teachers  

Fully Licenced with first aid and DBS checked 
 For more details contact 

Alice Lucas on 01767 654959  
alice@thebarre.com 

Facebook group –Alice Lucas school of dance 
www.alicelucasschoolofdance.co.uk 

MyLife  
 

Please just get in touch to talk 
about how we can best help 

01954 774688  

or pop in to see us at: 

CB23 6DX 

A Welcome New Approach to 

Independent Living  
at Home

e:  cambourne@mylifelivingassistance.co.uk

w: mylifelivingassistance.co.uk
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POTTON WINDOWS LTD

Quality PVCu windows and doors
Double Glazed - Secured by 

Design

FENSA & 10 year guarantee
Professional Service Assured

Discounts for Pensioners

Tel: 01767 260626
E-mail: 

sales @pottonwindows.co.uk

Approved installer of EPDM flat roofing system 
requiring no heat or flame
50 years life expectancy

Experienced in fitting tiles,
Slates,

Lead work,
Reboarding, Guttering, Facia 

and Chimney repointing

free quotation

D C FINNIGAN
Motor Engineering Specialists
Unit 1, Green End Industrial Estate,

Gamlingay

MOT
TESTING
STATION

Tel: 01767 651 653
Your local MOT Test Centre for 

Gamlingay
Servicing and repairs

for most makes of car including 
Classic Cars

Telephone now for fast, friendly service
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particular expertise in this area so 
please do not hesitate to contact her 
if you are finding the bureaucracy 
impenetrable.
 
Cambridgeshire schools call for fair 
funding

Cambridgeshire is one of the worst 
funded education authorities in 
England. The county receives £400 
less per child than the average 
funded authority and £1,600 less per 
child than Westminster.

The Cambridgeshire Schools Forum 
has written to the Secretary of State 
for Education to call for an increase 
in funding for all the county’s early 
years, primary and secondary 
schools and has also responded 
to calls for evidence on school and 
college funding and support for 
children with special educational 
needs from the Education Select 
Committee.

Although two-thirds of 
Cambridgeshire schools saw a 
modest increase in funding for 
2018-19 this has been more than 
completely eroded by increasing 
costs including salary increases and 
growing recruitment costs, inflation 
and the apprentice levy.

The nature of our county means 
that there are a high number of 
small, rural schools who have been 
seriously disadvantaged by the cut 
in the lump sum allocation for each 
school from £150,000 to £110,000. 
This is equivalent to the full costs of 
about one teacher. The High Needs 
budget is also under enormous 
pressure with increasing numbers 
of children with high needs and the 
complexity of their needs is rising 
as well. Funding for early years 
childcare is also under pressure as 
Government funding levels for 30 
hours of ‘free’ childcare do not cover 
the costs of delivery.

Trains – Say no more

We are now into the second month 
of a historic failure of rail services, 
affecting countless people who 
depend on the train to get them 
to work, school or other essential 
destinations.  The May 20th roll-out 
of the new Thameslink timetable 

should have seen improved services 
for stations with half-hourly off-peak 
services all day – instead the service 
is less than what it was pre-May 
20th and completely unpredictable.

The pattern of peak-time 
cancellations and stop-skipping 
our small stations, non-working 
bus replacement services, returning 
people home late from the wrong 
stations by taxi, demands an 
assurance that a full restoration of 
the old timetable be implemented as 
soon as possible.   

From Royston, a concerted effort 
to restore some peak time London 
trains lost in the new timetable 
configuration is being championed 
by the Royston and Villages Rail 
User Group.  The two Rail User 
Groups are coordinating on behalf of 
common rail users.

Innovate and Cultivate Fund

The latest rounds of the 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Innovate & Cultivate Fund are now 
open. The aim of the fund is to 
support initiatives that strengthen 
communities and reduce pressure 
on County Council services, thereby 
giving a return on investment. 
Council services that are inviting 
applications include adult social 
care, children and families services, 
and the waste service.

The fund is open to voluntary, 
community and social enterprise 
sector organisations based in 
and outside of Cambridgeshire, 
and public sector organisations in 
Cambridgeshire. The Innovate and 
Cultivate Fund has two funding 
streams: a ‘Cultivate’ stream for 
small grants of £2,000-£10,000 and 
an ‘Innovate’ stream for larger grants 
of up to £50,000. Cambridgeshire 
Community Foundation can answer 
questions about applying for the 
Fund: info@cambscf.org.uk.

Got a problem? Issue? Something 
you’d like to discuss?
Your Councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact 
us with comments, questions, 
problems or complaints. We hope 
we can help but if we can’t we are 
likely to know someone who can!



GILKS FENCING LTD

Visit our Display Area at:
Gilks Fencing 
Drove Road, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, 
Beds SG19 2HX

Tel:  01767 650 615  
Email: gilksfencing@hotmail.com
www.gilksfencing.co.uk

Call for a FREE Survey & Quotation

All Types of Fencing, Gates & Railings, SUPPLIED & INSTALLED

Waresley Pet Services 

 

Dog Walking & Animal Care 
Are you out all day or planning a holiday? 

Do you need help exercising your dog, your cat feeding or 
your horse bringing in/turning out, mucking out etc? 

I offer a friendly, trustworthy and caring service for all 
your pets. 

Regular or occasional dog walking service 
35 years experience with horses 

Fully insured 
CRB checked 

Excellent references available 
100% reliable 

Please call Liz for a friendly chat to discuss your pets needs 

01767 652059     07834 780181 

liz.woodfield2@btinternet.com 
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6 PIECE LOCAL BAND

 PLAYING MUSIC FROM THE 60’S TO THE PRESENT DAY

EVENT AT

THE HUB GAMLINGAY 

on

NOVEMBER 24th  8.00P.M.

IN AID OF

THE FRIENDS of ST MARY’s 


helping to maintain the fabric of the Church Building

BAR

Tickets £10 Including Sausage in a Bun 


Contact:-

Helen Miller     07808 087873


         Sue Thorne     01767 651668	 	 


CHrisTian aiD 2018
Gamlingay, Everton and Hatley

 Thank you to everyone who helped 
to raise this year’s grand total:

£3,691.71

 This was the result of house-
to-house collections in all three 
villages, a separate donation from 
Everton PCC and the proceeds 
from four of Gamlingay’s monthly 
Soup Lunches.
 All the money raised during this 
year’s Christian Aid week will go to 
help homeless earthquake victims 
in Haiti who are frantically trying to 
re-establish themselves before the 
next hurricane season hits.
 They need stronger and more 
stable buildings to replace the 
flimsy   constructions in which they 
are struggling to survive and which 
will not withstand the onslaught of 
another natural disaster.
 Our three villages have made a 
substantial contribution to this effort 
so, on behalf of Christian Aid and 
the people of Haiti…

Thank you!



Based in Gamlingay, Living Gardens nurtures 
your outdoor space, allowing you and

your garden to flourish.

• regular garden maintenance
• hedge & lawn cutting

• pond development, planting and care
• garden design 

For 10% off the price of your first visit,
quote ‘Living Gardens’

Call Graham on 07989 192 430 or 01767 448 459

flourish@living-gardens-cambridge.co.uk
www.living-gardens-cambridge.co.uk

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Lindy Gorton

Tel: 01767 - 650 581

Hatley Village Hall 
Available for hire every day

8.30am to midnight  

A clean, pleasant and roomy hall - can 
seat 85, has good acoustics, one user per 

session, new kitchen and boiler. Ideal 
for meetings and parties. 

Large car park.
£10.00 per hour (£7.50 Hatley residents).
To book, please contact Kim Wilde on
01767 650 596 www.hatley.info.
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Gamlingay Recycling Day
Sunday 16th September 2018

10am to 1pm
At the Eco Hub car park, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay, SG19 3JR
Please bring your unwanted household items for recycling – electrical 
(anything with a plug!), wood, metal, textiles and books.
Please do not bring anything that would go in a black bin, food and 
garden waste and general items that would go in your household green 
or blue bins such as cardboard, paper, cans, tins, aerosols or glass.

THANK YOU  
from

FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH

A huge thank you to all who supported our Barn Dance 

and Hog Roast on Saturday 23rd June, especially Woodview 

Farm Shop for their generosity in providing the Hog Roast. 

It was a most enjoyable evening and we made a net profit of 

£2,180, of which £500 has been donated to Addenbrookes 

Charitable Trust (ACT) who support Addenbrookes Hospital 

in many ways. The remainder will be used to fund the 

maintenance of the fabric of our village church.

Many thanks, once again, and please keep supporting!



• 

• 

• 

15a Hitchin St
BIGGLESWADE
(01767) 448188
Sheldonelectricals@gmail.com

Why not treat
yourself to a gorgeous

new UHD TV?

LIBERTY
Conservatories, summerhouses, doors, windows and all related repairs

Quality PVCu and aluminium specialist
Conservatories Orangeries
Doors Sash Windows
Casement Windows Bi Folding Doors
Canopies Verandas
Guttering Fascias

For a no obligation quotation
Matthew Sanders 07976 586 615

Tel/Fax 01767 651 815
email msanders471@btinternet.com

Office 81 Cinques Road
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3NR

A FENSA Registered Company
10 Year Insurance Backed Guarantee
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SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy 
home-made soup, home made bread,

pudding with cream or custard
 followed by tea or coffee.

Poppy Appeal

Our village has grown, but not so the 
number of volunteer collectors.

If you could spare some time once 
a year collecting on behalf of the 
Royal British Legion, please contact 
Sebastian Kindersley on
01767 651 982
Thank you

Remembrance Sunday 2018

11 November 2018 marks 100 years since the end of the First World 
War.  

At St Mary’s Church we are planning a day of events to mark the occasion 
and we would like to invite local groups to take part.  

Following the traditional village act of remembrance which takes place in 
the morning, we are planning a celebration of peace in the afternoon.  

We will have displays and exhibitions in the church then an early evening 
concert before joining with others nationwide in lighting a beacon and 
ringing the bells. 

Watch out for further information nearer the time. If you would like to be 
involved please contact one of the church wardens.

Family Fun Day 
UPDATE

Sunday, 8th July saw the sun blazing, 
and a fantastic turnout for the Family 
Fun Day held at the Cock by the 
family of little Tommy Izzard. Tommy 
has been affected by Congenital 
Diaphragmatic Hernia, a rare but 
very serious condition where the 
diaphragm fails to form properly 
in an unborn baby. A magnificent 
£4,150 was raised, which will be 
shared between Great Ormond 
Street Hospital and CDH UK. Well 
done everyone!



continued on page 17

Treatment of corns, callus, flat foot, verruca, bunions, 
nail conditions and structural defects.

Also hand nail conditions

Surgery appointments or home visits

The Wald, Eltisley Road, 
Waresley, Sandy SG19 3BU

Phone Carol Lovitt SAC DIP.FHP.APSPRACT
01767 677 210 / 679 071

mob 0751 260 924

FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER LOCAL STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

EST. OVER 30 YEARS
•	 Structural Surveys on domestic and 

commercial properties.
•	 All aspects of structural design for 

domestic alterations.
•	 Subsidence investigations and surveys.
•	 CCTV inspections and drainage repairs.

Office hours: Tuesday to Friday 
8.00am - 4.00pm

Tel: 01234 272772
Email:paul.carruthers@hace-consultancy.co.uk

www.hace-consultancy.co.uk
15 Cuthbert’s Street, Bedford, 

Bedfordshire MK40 3JB
Please quote reference: GAZ/HACE/01

















 


 


 


 














All Green Landscapes
Mark is an award winning, fully qualified 

horticulturist with over 25 years’ 
experience in landscaping. 

We can provide:

•	 Patios & Decking
•	 Fencing
•	 Planting & Pruning
•	 Paving & Driveways
•	 Turf laying or seeding
•	 Full Liability Insurance
•	 Fully Guaranteed

For advice or a FREE quotation call Mark 
 

 01767 651126 or 07850397317
17 Plane Tree Close, Gamlingay

www.allgreenlandscapes.co.uk

J Edward Bradshawe
Atcomputers

Contact-man.com

9 Honey Hill, Gamlingay, Sandy.
Beds. SG19 3JU

Consultancy Hardware supplies

Bespoke 
software

E-Trading systems

Web/Cloud 
systems

Computer system 
design

The Online Manager
Yourname.contact-man.com

All your contacts here online on all devices

Phone: +44(0) 1767 650 429
web: jedwardbradshawe.co.uk
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Tips for the Autumn
Garden

by Karen Aitkins 
of All Green Landscapes Ltd

At the time of writing this article we 
had just come through the longest 
drought since 1976. The ground 
was parched and yellow and the 
only things in our gardens that were 
thriving were the weeds. 

So far, we’ve had the coldest 
March, the wettest April and the 
hottest, driest July so September 
is anyone’s guess. Traditionally the 
time of the harvest, but this year due 
to the weather was done early.  

I decided to concentrate my 
article on how to survive a drought, 
because according to the experts 
we can expect more frequent dry 
summers. With this in mind here are 
a few preparatory ideas just in case.

Dig in plenty of organic matter to 
improve soil water retention. Well-
rotted compost, mushroom compost 
or well-rotted horse manure are all 
great organic matter. Choose plants 
with silver or grey leaves that reflect 
the suns rays. 

Before planting always soak the 
pots thoroughly in a bucket of water 
until all the bubbles stop. After 
planting mulch with the compost. 
Remove weeds regularly to prevent 
them from depriving your plants of 
water.

Lawns are surprisingly drought 
tolerant and usually recover in the 
autumn rains. Just remove weeds 
as they will soon take over the lawn. 

When the grass starts to recover 
and needs mowing set the blade 
high to avoid weakening the grass 
and let the clippings fall back onto 
the lawn. This will act as a mulch 
and slow down evaporation of 
water from the surface.

If it is possible to water and 
there are no hose pipe bans, then 
once every ten days for lawns 
is sufficient. Excessive watering 
makes the lawn less drought 
resistant.  After a drought, seed 
any sparsely grassed areas. Do not 
use any lawn weed killers during 
this time. 

Collect as much water in water 
butts as possible. Water from the 
kitchen sink or baths can be reused 
in the garden as soaps and mild 
detergent will not harm the plants. 
Water retaining granules are good 
for hanging baskets and pots. 

One positive thing I noticed about 
the heatwave is that it seemed we 
had less flies. The Gamlingay fly 
didn’t seem to like the heat which 
was odd. Tips for next years influx 
of the pesky blighters are to make 
sure bins are thoroughly cleaned 
every fortnight after emptying and 
use Jeyes powder inside. Remove 
decaying matter from the garden 
and use a suitable compost bin.

Plant lavender, lemon balm 
and basil around windows or on 
window sills; not only does it smell 
lovely to us but acts as a deterrent 
to flies. Sticky ribbons that hang 
from the ceiling are a less attractive 
but effective option. I tried the 



CHILTERN
School of Motoring

Female Driving Instructor
DSA approved

Block booking discounts
Tel: Liz 01767 650 472

or 07986 543 121

L L
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Waresley Cricket Club
At the time of writing, we are more than 

half way through the season and it’s been a 
tough start - the 1st and 2nd XI Saturday 
teams recording just one league victory each 
despite some excellent performances. 

The Sunday team has enjoyed more success with six wins 
including a last ball thriller against Letchworth. The midweek 
1st XI made it into the semi finals of both the Heritage and 
East Beds Shield. 

The highlight so far has been the 2nd XI win over 
Nassington when Aussie Dan Cummins smashed the 
Waresley record by hitting an unbeaten 219 and shared a 300 
run partnership with Rob Lowin who made 127. 

The most encouraging aspect of 2018 has been the 
performance of our younger players who are now establishing 
themselves in the senior teams - including Jamie Baker, Will 
Paul, Ben Irish, Ben Winn, Josh Upton, Sam Noble and Joe 
Barrett. 

The Colts and All Stars continue to go from strength to 
strength and a keenly fought final at the Under 9’s festival 
was won by Waresley boys who just pipped Waresley Girls to 
the trophy! 

Throughout all teams, there has been a good camaraderie 
and everyone has enjoyed their Cricket this year which is 
what it is all about! Our Aussies Dan Cummins and Tushaar 
Garg have fitted in brilliantly and it seems hard to imagine the 
club without them! Let’s hope the Sunny weather continues 
and the senior teams have a bit more luck.

Everybody is welcome at the club- come up and see us or 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter or email us at waresleycc@
hotmail.co.uk.

Waresley Cricket Club
Huntingdonshire

To keep up to date, visit www.waresley.play-
cricket.com, follow us on Facebook & Twitter or 
email waresleycc@hotmail.co.uk.
Fixtures for the rest of the season

Sept

Sat 1 Nassington (A) Alconbury (H)

Sun 2 Sandy (H)

Sat 8 Foxton (H) Ickwell (A)

Sat 15 March Town (A)

Over the summer Gamlingay Allotments (GAGA) 
had an unexpected visitor.

Astrig Akeralian decided to use our rows, plots and raised 
vegetable beds as inspiration for her new painting and 
collage exhibition.
So, if you’re interested in trying to decide whether its your 
onions or cabbages depicted in her images then why not pop 
along to see her exhibition in The Locker Cafe, 54 King Street 
Cambridge

3rd September to 6th October 2018
mon-fri 8:30 - 5:30
sat 9:30 - 5:30 sun 10:00 - 4:00



continued on 
page 20
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The Wheatsheaf
Owners Deryck & Lorna 

welcome customers old and new to their 17th Century Village Inn 
with many new features.

Open 1pm Monday to Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday 12 noon.

Charity quiz nights 1st & 3rd Mondays

Tuesdays are Jam Session nights
Fish & Chip take-away Wednesday to 

Saturday from 4-30pm
Home cooked Sunday lunches, 12 noon 

until 4-00pm
Food every day except Monday

Church Street, Gamlingay, SG19 3JJ
Phone 01767-651743, Mobile 

07932373007
Follow on Facebook & Website

www.thewheatsheafgamlingay.com
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zip-lock bag filled with water with pennies in hanging outside the door. It did appear to work and we did see fewer 
flies. It’s supposed to work due to the sun refracting through the water onto the pennies.Apparently, flies see it as a 
predator, 

Overall, we should see everything feeling a lot fresher now and morning will be heavy with dew. In the 
evenings our gardens will come alive with crane flies, their larvae lives under the lawn and they emerge 
to dance and mate at this time of year to the amusement of our pets.

Growth in the garden will slow down but we will need to tidy up and prepare to put our gardens to 
sleep for the winter because who know what the weather will bring.

Award-winning young driver scheme marks first year in Cambridgeshire
Following a successful roll-out at Sixth Form Colleges across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough in September 2017, an innovative programme to educate young drivers is 
marking its first anniversary.
Delivered by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership, Cambs Drive iQ 
provides young people with a virtual experience of different driving situations, preparing them 
to become better and safer drivers once they have passed their test. It improves the skills often 

neglected by young drivers, such as anticipating danger and risk management. 
Students are asked to complete modules on topics such as distractions, alcohol and drugs, seatbelts and thrill seeking, each taking 
about fifteen minutes.  The programme is now being operated in eighteen schools across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, with 
over 1,500 students signing up to take part. The scheme was nationally recognised at the 2018 ‘FirstCar Young Driver Road 
Safety awards’ ceremony, winning the ‘Best Education and Training Initiative’ category and being highly commended in the ‘Best 
Partnership Scheme’ category.
Cambs Drive iQ was described by the judges as a ‘truly excellent programme’ which is ‘evidence based and real world orientated’.
Students have access to more than 120 video scenarios filmed on local roads in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 
Police and Crime Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite said: 
“I am delighted see Drive iQ being so well received by young people across the county. This platform engages 
with young people from the start, preparing them for the potential challenges they may face whilst driving. 
It’s a good way to influence attitudes towards driving in a classroom environment and should arm our young 
drivers with everything they need to know to stay safe on the roads.”
Casualty reduction officer, Jon Morris, added: “DriveiQ enables us to provide young drivers with advice and 
support on staying safe on the county’s roads. We know young people can be a vulnerable age group on the 
roads and want to do everything we can to provide them with the skills they need to be safe drivers, protecting 
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Gamlingay and Gransden Cubs
Bring a friend and taster evening

Tuesday 12th September 
7 to 8:30pm
at the Scout Hut in Cinques Road

Thinking of trying something new for the fresh term?

If your son or daughter is nearing 8yrs old (or up to 10), why not 
come along and enjoy a taster session at Cubs. 

Come alone or in pairs, bring a relative, a friend or another 
scout, whatever suits you... but give it a try!

Contact Steve Palmer (Akela) for additional details
01767 651 532

Saxons in Gamlingay – Following 
the successful presentation about 
the Saxon  cemetery and it’s 
‘residents’ last year, GamArch and 
the History Society were pleased 
to have over 40 people attend 
the follow up presentation at the 
Hub this July.  Dr Sarah Inskip’s 
talk was very informative and 
interesting:  explaining the nature of 
osteoarcheaology, reminding us of 
the changing nature of our skeletal 
bones as we grow, what they can 
tell of our personal history and, of 
course,  sharing early findings from 
the research and analysis of the 
remains of some of skeletons.

From the location of the individual 
skeletons it was possible to identify 
that some had been buried in 
graves that had been used for 
earlier burials.  Radiocarbon dating 
had identified skeletons from three 
periods of history:  some dated from 
as early as 670 AD, some 701 AD 
– 889 AD, and others from 894 AD – 
930 AD.  This indicated occupation 
in the area for a long period.

Isotope anaysis so far indicated 
a terrestial diet, with clear traces 
of animal protien.  There were 
also clear indications of breast fed 
infants, as one would expect.   In 
general health terms there was 

evidence of rickets, infantile scurvy, 
tuberculosis and arthritis.   But also 
sufficient indications that many in 
the community had been physically 
sturdy as a result of physical labour.

In the next Gazette we hope 
to share some more detailed 
analysis of these early residents of 
Gamlingay, as the story contiues to 
unfold.

Images of various aspects of the 
Saxons story were on display. Of 
particular interest to those in the 
audience from ‘Poppyfields’ was 
the location of the Saxon cemetery 
marked on a layout of Millbridge 
Meadows and the ‘Poppyfields’ 
Estate (courtesy Mike Collins – 
Gamarch). We are planning to 
place a memorial marker close to 
one of the footpaths on Millbridge 
Meadows preferably as close as 
possible to the cemetery’s location.

Thanks to the COOP, Post Office 
and Londis as well as Jan Cooper 
(GamArch) on Facebook for 
advertising the event for us.

Our meetings are on the first 
Thursday of each month (except 
January and April) at the Blythe Way 
Community Centre 7.30 – next 6th 
September.

Check on www.gamarch.co.uk for 
information on our activities.

Holocaust Day 

On Monday 21st May, 
Gamlingay Village College 
welcomed a holocaust 
survivor into school in 
conjunction with the Holocaust 
Educational Trust, as part of the 
topic the students had been 
studying about children in Europe 
during World War 2 and how their 
lives were affected.  

Year 6 students from Gamlingay First 
School were also invited to join us to 
learn about the decisions involved 
in determining whether to evacuate 
their children and the laws that were 
placed on Jewish people during 
this time period.  We then heard 
Henri Obstfeld speak about his 
own experiences as an evacuee in 
Holland and the measures that were 
taken to keep him safe as a Jewish 
toddler having received call up 
papers at the age of two to attend a 
camp.  

Students and staff alike listened 
intently and asked questions about 
Henri’s life as a young person 
during the war, learning about how 
he moved around the country, 
interacted with a German officer and 
had to go into hiding for a week and 
how he walked into liberated territory 
one day only to find himself having 
to walk back secretly into occupied 
territory to get home and have tea.  

Henri was a very engaging and 
interesting speaker, very mindful of 
the age of his audience and many 
of his anecdotes were delivered in a 
humorous way.
Some of the reactions from pupils 
are given below:
Tom, Sammy and Callum “My 
favourite part about the Holocaust 
day was when Henri washed his own 
mouth out with soap because he 
couldn’t reach the toothpaste.”
Lily “It was a great story and one 
of the surprising bits was when 
he turned down delicious jam 
sandwiches from the Canadian 
soldiers.”
Lottie “My favourite bit was when he 
was liberated twice in one day.”
Comfort “The story was unusual 
in lots of different ways especially 
when he spoke to the German 
soldier.”
Luke “It was an extremely emotional 
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experience.”
George “It was worrying when he 
spoke to the German soldier but I 
was happy that he survived.”
It was a pleasure to meet Henri 
Obstfeld, who was a real gentle man 
and we are very grateful to HET 
for helping us 
to organise this.  
Henri taught us 
about humanity 
and how to treat 
each other with 
respect regardless 
of race, religion 
or beliefs.  It 
was an inspiring 
and thought provoking talk which 
provided a fitting end to our studies 
on how the children of Europe were 
affected during the Second World 
War.  

GVC says 
‘Thank You’

I am sure everyone knows 
that the GVC buildings are 
being adapted to make way for 
Gamlingay Village Primary, the 
buildings will be finished for 
pupils to move into in January 
2019.
Gamlingay Village College 

as a school will cease to exist 
in July 2018. All of the staff at 
Gamlingay Village College would 
like to take this opportunity to 
say a huge ‘thank you’ to all the 
parents, friends and pupils that 
have supported us throughout 
the many years we have existed 
and a special thank you to those 
who have supported us through 
the last very demanding two 
years.

by Mark Brandon  - STOP PRESS ITEM
We wish to announce the fantastic news that we have a pair 

of nightjars on the new heath at RSPB The Lodge.
I’ve been writing RSPB articles for the Gamlingay Gazette 

for almost ten years, and I have often added a line asking if 
this will be the year when we have nightjars again - and this 

year they have returned!
The story started on 3 June, when Neil Bostock, the wind turbine surveyor, 

was doing one of his regular checks of the site and came across the churring 
male. He then saw both birds, clearly intent on using the site for breeding. 
We then carried out watches each evening, and were quickly able to confirm 
the pair were behaving as though they had a nest. We took the decision 
with our ecologists at this point to let local birders know, and be open with 
people who asked, but not to announce it publically with all the possibilities 
for disturbance and egg-collecting that could result.

We invited volunteers to help with a watch rota so that each evening there 
would be someone on hand to monitor the progress of the birds, engage 
with birdwatchers, and prevent disturbance.

Thanks to all of the volunteers and staff that have helped, and for birders 
for behaving without exception in a responsible manner while watching 
these amazing birds. It is a great success story for The Lodge and for 
everyone who has been involved in the heathland re-creation project.

On Thursday 2 August and Wednesday 8 August we will be on site to show 
the nightjars, and have arranged for the car-park to be open. Meet at 20:45 
in the Gatehouse car park for 21:00 walk to nightjar site. (No need to book 
and will not run in rain or very bad weather)

Please note that the security barrier is generally locked at 8pm, so there is 
very limited parking at the entrance.

A brief history of nightjars at The Lodge Nightjars regularly used The Lodge 
when the neighbouring woodland (now the RSPB’s new heath) was freshly 
planted with young conifers. In 1968 we recorded six pairs! As the conifers 
matured, it became less and less suitable for them and they last bred at The 
Lodge way back in 1973!.

We bought the 59 hectares of pine forest on Sandy Warren in 2003, and 
started to re-create heathland in October 2005. The last conifers were taken 
off the site in January 2007 and following seeding with heather, the first new 
heather plants were discovered in September 2007

The Gamlingay  
food bank  

is here to help you

Stuff happens.   
n   The washing machine breaks. 
n   The car fails its MOT. 
n   The dog needs the vet. 
n   The boiler stops working. 
n   The electricity bill is massive. 
n   There are three big birthdays coming up. 
 

You don’t have enough money,  
even for food. 

What to do.  Help is available for people in 
Gamlingay and Hatley for families, for couples and 
for single people whether in work or not. 
 
This is not a benefit – it’s a helping hand in time of 
need.  There are no delays.  Anyone can reach a crisis 
point and we’re here to help when that happens. 
 

Please call Gerry Brunt  
in total confidence  

The Gamlingay Food Bank 
07752 428 191 

Potton Ladies Club
 At our meeting in July we welcomed Sian Fox with her talk on “ It shouldn’t 
happen to a Home Economist and it generally has” After training in Domestic 
science Sian has gone on to work with Jamie Oliver on the Feed me better 
Campaign, the Calendar girls, the Mend programme working on childhood 
obesity and even cooked on the radio. She delivered a humorous and lively 
talk on where her career had taken her. Her philosophy for life has been 
“when one door closes push another open “
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Gamlingay Swift 
Project

In the August 2017 Gamlingay 
Gazette, Mark Boyd wrote about the 
Swifts of Gamlingay. These amazing 
birds visit Britain for a matter of 
months each year, just long enough 
to breed, before heading back to 
Africa. In the air they are totally in 
their element; if they were to land 
on the ground they are unable to 
take off, such is their degree of 
adaptation to flight. 

As mentioned in last summer’s 
article, there is a well-established 
Swift colony in The Emplins, but we 
asked if any residents had Swifts 
nesting in their roof of their home 
elsewhere in the village. Thank 
you to those who got in touch. We 
are still looking for other places in 
Gamlingay where Swifts already 
nest, or where they could be 
encouraged to nest in future.

We are really pleased that the 
Gamlingay Community Turbine 
Tithe Fund has agreed to support 
this project with a £780 grant. Most 
will be used to make it easier and 
safer for bird ringers to continue 
their monitoring of the colony in 
The Emplins.  In addition, we are 
delighted that international Swift 
expert Mr Edward Mayer will visit 
Gamlingay on Wednesday 26th 
September. There will be a public 
talk about Swifts in the Keir Suite at 
the Eco Hub at 7pm, while during 
the afternoon he will be free to meet 
with residents who might want to 
encourage Swifts to nest in their 
buildings (either in roof spaces or in 
nest boxes).  Edward Mayer is Head 
of Swift Conservation (www.swift-
conservation.org).  

If you have any queries or for more 
information, please contact Mark 
Fitzpatrick (mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.
com or 01234 357259) or Mark Boyd 
(mark.boyd@zen.co.uk or 01767 
650904).

themselves and other road users.”
Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Chair of the Highways and Community 
Infrastructure Committee, Councillor 
Mathew Shuter said: “Drive iQ offers 
a great opportunity to educate and 
influence young people, equipping them 
with the attitude and ability they need 
to keep both themselves and others safe 
while driving on our local roads.”

Our New Chief Constable 

POLICE and Crime Commissioner, 
Jason Ablewhite has appointed Nick 

dean as the new Chief Constable 
of Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

following a meeting of the Police and 
Crime Panel.

Commenting on the appointment, 
the Commissioner said:
“As a visionary Chief Constable, 
Nick will build on the excellent work 
undertaken by his predecessor, Alec 
Wood, to continuously innovate and 
improve the quality of the county’s 
police service whilst also protecting 
our communities and meeting 
public expectations.  His energy 
and passion will help us meet the 
challenges ahead.”
Nick’s distinguished career began 
at Norfolk Constabulary in 1992 
following serving the Royal Air Force 
in Norfolk.
Nick Dean said:
“It is a privilege to be appointed 
the next Chief Constable of 
Cambridgeshire. Throughout the 
process I have been made to feel 
welcome and look forward to 
building on the leadership provided 
by Alec Wood over the past few 
years. It is both an exciting and 
challenging opportunity and 
one which I am really looking 
forward to. Cambridgeshire is an 
excellent force and although sorry 
to leave Norfolk, I am know that I 
am inheriting a professional and 

committed organisation who have 
the communities of Cambridgeshire 
in their hearts.”
Alec Wood will continue in his role 
as Chief Constable until the end of 
September 2018 when Nick will take 
over. 

Support for victims of 
hate crime 
POLICE and Crime Commissioner, 
Jason Ablewhite announced increased 
support for victims of hate crime by 
partnering national charity ‘Why me?’ to 
increase the number of victims accessing 
Restorative Justice. 
Restorative Justice (RJ) allows victims 
of crime to meet their offender in a safe 
environment so they can talk about how 
they feel as a result of the crime. The 
process is completely voluntary for both 
parties and is done at a time that is right 
for the victim. 
The charity campaigns for greater access 
to Restorative Justice for victims in 
England and Wales. 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary is the 
second police force in England and 
Wales to join a new project, ‘Access to 
Justice: Hate Crime and Restorative 
Justice’ which supports victims of hate 
crime to make informed choices about 
their recovery.
Police Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite 
said:
“Hate crime can have a devastating 
impact on people’s lives, often leaving 
people with long term psychological 
consequences.  Ensuring victims of hate 
crime are able to meet their offender in 
a restorative justice conference at a time 
that is right for them remains one of my 
priorities. 
“The process can empower victims by 
letting them have their say and helping 
them to move on with their lives. It can 
also help offenders to recognise the 
impact of what they have done and make 
amends.
“The RJ service provided by the 
Constabulary is just one aspect of our 
end to end support for victims of crime.”
The project will work with community 
groups across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough to raise awareness of 
restorative justice, and discuss what 
practical support might persuade more 
victims of hate crime to consider RJ as 
part of their recovery. 
The efforts of the Constabulary-led, 
multi-agency Restorative Justice 
Hub were recognised in 2017 by the 
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Internal &External
Decorating Services

Personal References available

Competitive estimates
Detailed quotations

Phone 01767 651647

Mobile 07889 966557

Lewis Wooding

THE CUTTING MILL
2 Mill Street, 
Gamlingay

01767 650250

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH 
YEAR

PROFESSIONAL STYLING
For all the family

 
Find us on facebook  

Free Initial Consultation Phone:

Anstee Gorst

̶  Accounts preparation for Sole traders,
  Partnerships and Limited Companies
̶  Self assessment tax returns

Chartered Certified Accountants

̶  Cash Flow Forecasting
̶  Vat, Payroll & Bookkeeping
̶  Business Start Up

Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
Website: www.ansteegorst.co.uk

Antoinette Gorst FCCA 
01767 650700 or

Ground Floor Offices, Unit 4 Eaton Court
Colmworth Business Park, Eaton Socon, 

St Neots, Cambs, PE19 8ER

01480 214423

Free Initial Consultation Phone:

Anstee Gorst

̶  Accounts preparation for Sole traders,
  Partnerships and Limited Companies
̶  Self assessment tax returns

Chartered Certified Accountants

̶  Cash Flow Forecasting
̶  Vat, Payroll & Bookkeeping
̶  Business Start Up

Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
Website: www.ansteegorst.co.uk

Antoinette Gorst FCCA 
01767 650700 or

Ground Floor Offices, Unit 4 Eaton Court
Colmworth Business Park, Eaton Socon, 

St Neots, Cambs, PE19 8ER

01480 214423
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Gamlingay Swift Project

7pm, Wednesday 26th September

Kier Suite
Gamlingay Eco Hub,

Stocks Lane
Gamlingay

SG19 3JR

The Swift –
the story of an 
amazing bird
A talk by Mr Edward Mayer of 
Swift Conservation.

All residents welcome.
Free refreshments

For more information:
mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com
01234 357259

Plus a chance to find out more about the 
Gamlingay Swift Project. How to get involved. 
What can be done to help Swifts thrive in 
Gamlingay.

Restorative Justice Council. The award, the Restorative Service Quality Mark 
recognises the county-wide service provides safe, high quality restorative practice 
and meets a strict set of standards. 
Ministry of Justice research has shown that RJ can result in 85 per cent victim 
satisfaction and a 14 per cent reduction in the frequency of re-offending. 
Steve Welby, Head of Victim and Witness Hub, Cambridgeshire Constabulary says: 
“Offering Restorative Justice to help victims to cope and recover from their 
experience is an important part of the Victim and Witness Hub service. I am very 
pleased to have the opportunity to improve access to this service by victims of Hate 
Crime through this work with Why Me?”
Rob Hall, Hate Crime Lead, Cambridgeshire Constabulary says:
“Hate Crime is an offence that can have a very significant impact on the victim and it 
is right that we work with partners to give them all the support we can.”
Laura Ho, Why me? Policy Development Officer and project lead says: 
“Simply putting hate crime offenders into custody is unlikely to resolve the harm 
or stop the prejudice that caused the crime. Restorative justice has the potential to 
address that harm by empowering victims to take back control and share their story. 
The process also brings the reality of victims’ suffering into focus for offenders.
“We are extremely excited to be working with the Commissioner and Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary on this project.” 
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Gamlingay Parish 
Councillors

Colin Smith

Colin has lived 
in Gamlingay 
since 1983 
(35 years) 
and having 
a business 
background in 
London and the Home Counties as a 
Finance Director and as a Managing 
Director in both the Leisure and 
Retail fields he and his wife Tineke 
ran a successful small business 
consultancy from Letchworth since 
1994 acquiring skills and experience 
which he believes can benefit the 
community. Now retired, Colin has 
served on the Parish Council for 
8/9 years on various committees 
including chairing Planning and 
Finance and is the newly elected 
Chair of the Parish Council

Tony Goss

Tony and his 
wife Sheila 
moved to 
Gamlingay 
around thirteen 
years ago, 
when a need 
for a bungalow arose due to arthritis 
in both hips. They love the village 
and the friendly people. Tony has 
had a varied career, from building 
industry, to haulage, and managed 
several refuse, recycling, and street 
cleansing contracts in both private 
and public sectors. Tony was for 
some years both a Mid Beds District, 
and Sandy Town councillor. Since 
retiring some four years ago, Tony 
has been able to devote more time 
to, hopefully, helping to make the 
village a better place for all and 
joined the Parish Council a few years 
ago, recently taking on the role of 
chairman of the planning committee

Jayne Wright

Jayne is 
originally 
from West 
Yorkshire, but 

has lived in Gamlingay for twelve 
years with her husband Max, two 
children and a Springer Spaniel dog 
called Luna. Jayne has a degree 
in Sociology and a Masters in 
Criminology. She has spent most of 
her professional career as a Criminal 
Intelligence Analyst, working first 
for the Metropolitan Police Force 
then the Music Industry (IFPI), 
Cambridgeshire Police Authority and 
most recently Hewlett Packard (HP). 
She has been a Parish Councillor 
for 10yrs and her main responsibility 
areas are the Butts Playground and 
Millbridge Brook Meadows. She is 
a trained River warden and in her 
free time enjoys long dog walks and 
growing veg.

Dave Finnigan

 Dave is a well-
known face in 
the village, and 
is owner of DC 
Finnigan, Motor 
Engineering 
Specialists firm on Green End 
Industrial Estate. Dave and his wife 
Margaret have lived in the village the 
since 1976, and have three grown up 
children, two sons and a daughter, 
and two grandsons. Dave has been 
on the Parish Council for over ten 
years. Dave’s interests are classic 
cars and motorbikes.

Tracy Gurney

Tracy has lived 
in Gamlingay 
all her life with 
her husband 
Andrew and 
three children. 
She has been 
on the Parish Council for nearly 
five years and is on the Planning 
Committee and the Methodist 
Chapel Management Group. Tracey 
is very passionate about the village 
and will always try to do her best for 
everyone

Peter Webb

Peter has lived 
in Gamlingay 
for over thirty 
years. He is 

married to Linda and has two grown-
up children and one grandaughter. 
A keen footballer, Peter played for 
Gamlingay FC for over fifteen years 
and was a member of Gamlingay 
Young Farmers Club, where he 
served as both Chairman and 
Treasurer. He has worked in both 
the construction and insulation 
industries. Peter joined the Parish 
Council in 2016 because he felt he 
wanted to give something back to 
the village. He is currently Chairman 
of the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee and Vice-chairman of the 
Planning Committee

Steve 
Hemmings

Steve headed 
north from his 
London home 
in 1972 to join 
the staff at the 
RSPB. Steve 
is married to Jeanie and has lived 
in Gamlingay since 1997.  In 1979 
he left the RSPB to join various 
London based advertising/marketing 
agencies culminating, with a partner, 
in starting and owning “The Direct 
Agency” in Covent Garden. As 
a Christian, Steve decided on a 
total change of lifestyle, moving 
to Jersey to take up the role of 
Verger at St Mary’s Parish Church.  
Family illnesses forced his return in 
1994.  Steve used his knowledge 
of tending cemeteries to secure 
the role of cemetery caretaker until 
2002, when he retired. Steve joined 
the Parish Council in 2013 leaving 
in 2016 to work as a volunteer on 
the Patient Participation Group re-
joining Council this March. Steve 
is a member of the PCC at Sandy 
and his hobbies are London Buses 
pre-1960, and the life and times of 
Francis Albert Sinatra.

Mark Brown

 Mark and 
his wife Ellen 
have lived in 
Gamlingay 
since 2010, 
they have 2 
cats - Charlie 
Brown, and Peanut.
 Mark is a Warehouse Manager, 
currently working in Royston. In 
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his spare time he likes to travel 
the world with Ellen, has a season 
ticket at Tottenham Hotspur, and 
referees football matches to keep 
fit. Mark joined the Parish Council 
in 2016, he has been a member of 
the publications Committee, he is 
currently a member of F & GP, and 
looks after Neighbourhood Watch in 
the village.

Samantha 
Martin

Sam joined 
the Parish 
Council in May 
2017 as she 
wanted to get 
more involved 
in the village 
and meet more residents. A trained 
musician and passionate advocate 
for cultural learning, Sam studied 
Music and Spanish at the University 
of Birmingham and has worked 
in the cultural sector for nine 
years. She moved to Gamlingay 
in 2014 and currently works as 
a Relationship Manager for Arts 
Council England. Sam can often be 
seen walking around the village with 
her husband and three dogs. In her 
spare time, she plays the flute with 
several ensembles in Cambridge and 
London. 

Keith 
Warburton

 Before retiring, 
Keith worked in 
the information 
technology 
industry, as 
well as editing 
an IT news 
publication. He also ran a trade 
association for the IT sector. He is 
an advocate of meetings without 
moving - the benefits that video 
conferencing can bring to society. 
Keith moved to Gamlingay in 2012 
and appreciates the village’s superb 
facilities, in particular the gym – 
you might meet him there working 
out or sometimes working on the 
reception desk. Other than walking, 
competitive air rifle shooting is 
his main pastime. Being a parish 
councillor is a way in which a 
relative newcomer, living solo, can 
contribute to, and feel part of the 
village. Committees: Publications 
& Communications, Old Methodist 
Chapel.

Ann Kirby

Ann moved 
up to 
Gamlingay, 
with her 
husband 
Michael, 
following 
retirement just over ten years ago, 
to be nearer to their two sons and 
their families.  Barnet born and bred, 
grammar school educated, she 
took the secretarial path, working 
in both commercial and academic 
roles.  She retired from Middlesex 
University where she was currently 
employed as PA to the Academic 
Registrar and also Assistant Clerk 
to the Governors.  Over the last 10 
years she has undertaken various 
voluntary roles within the village.  
She aims, as a Councillor, to 
discharge her responsibilities with      
transparency and fairness, to the 
best of her ability, for the benefit of 
the   village and the community

Julie Newman

 Julie has lived 
in Gamlingay 
for thirty years. 
She is married 
to Robert 
(Nobby); they 
have four 
grown up children. She trained as a 
bilingual personal assistant and now 
works as a childminder to her young 
grandson. Julie also contributes 
towards the production of the village 
newsletter, the Gazette. She is keen 
to be part of an open and accessible 
Parish Council which listens carefully 
to residents’ concerns, needs and 
wishes. New to the Parish Council, 
Julie has joined the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee and 
the Publications Sub Committee

Mark Ridler

Mark moved 
to Gamlingay 
with his family 
in 1985. He 
attended 
Gamlingay 
Village College 
and Stratton. Mark now lives here 
with his wife Penny, three children, 
and Bob the tortoise. Mark has 
worked for a few local companies 

in the area, before starting up “The 
Thomas Tate Partnership” with 
his brother. In 2008 he decided to 
change career and retrained as a 
Gas Engineer and now works in 
Cambridge. Marks knowledge of the 
village and surrounding areas will 
help the Planning committee and the 
general council

Sarah Jones

 Sarah and 
her husband 
Darren moved 
to the hamlet of 
The Cinques in 
2000.  At that time they both worked 
in London.  Sarah at that time was 
working as the IT Change Manager 
for the British Standards Institution.  
Their son was born in 2004 and she 
took some years out to be a full-time 
mother.  Sarah currently works for a 
local company.  Their son is being 
educated in Potton.  Sarah stood for 
parish councillor as she wanted to 
understand how it meets the needs 
of the community it serves.  
Other family members include two 
horses and a dog

Parish Council 
Staff

Leanne Bacon

Leanne has been 
Parish Clerk and 
Responsible 
Financial Officer 
since November 
2004.  She holds 
a BA Honours degree in History 
from the University of Warwick. 
Leanne gained her Certificate in 
Local Council Administration in 2007 
and is a member of the Society 
of Local Council Clerks. Her main 
responsibilities include all financial 
matters, maintenance of the website, 
updating the Council’s social media 
accounts and publicity.  Leanne is 
married with three sons and has 
lived in Gamlingay for twenty five 
years.

Kirstin Rayner

Kirstin joined in 
March 2004. She 
previously worked 
in social housing 



continued from page 23

Ro
der

ick
 S

tar
ksf

ield
’s v

ege
tar

ian
 rec

ipe
s ROASTED SPROUTS

So many people dislike sprouts, I cannot think why – I find 
them delicious, slightly sweet, with a lovely ‘green’ flavour.  
This way of cooking them is a very different way of cooking 
them.
I cooked some for a friend (who hates sprouts), who now 
hates me!  They were so good she wanted a second helping!
Per person (double up for more):

Ingredients
About 10 sprouts
4 or 5 small round shallots, or 2 banana shallots
1 tablespoon of Balsamic vinegar
3 tablespoons oil
½ teaspoon of dry English Mustard
Pinch of Harissa spice or pinch of Chili (optional)
Good pinch of salt
1 desert-spoon tomato puré

Method
Preheat the oven to 200°C, 180°C fan, Gas 5
Peel the outer leaves from the sprouts and cut off the 
base.  Halve the sprouts
Peel the shallots, cut the round ones in half, the 
banana shallots can be quartered.
Mix the other ingredients together in a cup or small 
jug and whisk together.
Put the sprouts and shallots into an ovenproof dish, 
pour over the sauce.

Place in the hot oven for about 25 mins.  Check 
the sprouts, they should be starting to go golden 
in patches.  Pierce with a sharp knife to check how 
tender they are, they should be staring to get tender. 
If they are still quite firm, add 2 tablespoons of water. 
Stir the sprouts and shallots together and put back 
in the oven for another 10 to 15 minutes. Check 
again for softness, there should be a small amount of 
firmness, but not soft and mushy!

Serve with rice, quinoa, soft buttery mash or whatever 
takes your fancy.

I think you will agree, this method of cooking sprouts 
will alter you opinion of them completely, even if you 
liked them before.
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development and for Sport England. 
Kirstin holds a degree and post 
graduate diploma in Urban Studies 
and Town and Regional Planning from 
the University of Sheffield. She is a 
keen sports person, having played 
for a local club for the past 12 years. 
Kirstin passed her CILCA (Certificate 
in Local Council Administration) in 
2007 and is a member of the Society 
of Local Council Clerks. She is also 
interested in local archaeology and 
established the local archaeology 
group GamArch. Main responsibilities 
include: Planning, development, 
protection of green spaces, staff 
management, project work, cemetery 
and tree management and the Old 
Methodist Chapel.

Kate Laugharne

Kate has lived in 
Gamlingay since 
2002 and has 
worked for the 
Parish Council 
since 2011. 
She has a Bsc in Microbiology from 
the University of London. She is also 
employed by Gamlingay Community 
Centre as part-time manager of the 
Eco Hub and is on the organising 
committee of Gamlingay Village Show.

Keith Woolcott

 Keith prunes, 
mends and 
strims
And even 
empties bins
He trucks to villages sites
With flashing beacon lights
He tends the cems, meadows and the 
like
And loves all things motorbike

Karen Woods

 Karen works 
as part time 
cleaner for Parish 
Council owned 
community 
buildings since 2012 (The WI Hall and 
Old Methodist Chapel). She has lived 
in Gamlingay for twenty years and 
worked at Sunshine Pre - school for 
fifteen and a half years. 



For Back, Neck and Shoulder 
Pain and Stiffness

Gentle Whole body care

Longer than average Times

Some Saturday Appointments

Karen Moss
BSc (Chiro) MMCA

01480 473892

CHIROPRACTOR
McTimoney

General Chiropractic Council Reg No. 02138
Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association

Paul Currell Flooring Services
     Carpets - Vinyl - Wood

Supply and Fitting
over 10 years experience

Call 07779 395826 for a FREE estimate

I supply and fit engineered wood, laminate, wool carpets, 
durable synthetic carpets, all sub floor prep done including 
floor levelling screed, hardboarding, underlay. 

I also supply and fit domestic and commercial grade vinyl 
flooring, fit and repair jobs
I also have a facebook link -Paul Currell Flooring’ to show 
specific ranges and samples of laid flooring.
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Gamlingay Photographic Society
Established 1971

Affiliated to The Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (PAGB)
through the East Anglian Federation of Photographic Societies (EAF)

c/o 80-82 Church Street Gamlingay Sandy Beds SG19 3JJ
Chairman & Secretary:

Mrs Jackie Bruce – Tel: 01767 651025 (1571 Answerservice)
Email: nickbruce7@btinternet.com 
Website: www.gamlingay-ps.org.uk  

The Society meets at The Communal Hall Avenells Way Gamlingay SG19 3EQ, 8-10 pm Fridays, from the last one in 
September to mid-May during Term-times. NB: Following the move last Season to Avenells Way, we are continuing with 
the same format of not meeting during Half-Terms, around Bank/Public Holidays, Christmas and Easter Breaks. The 
start of the 2018-2019 Season is on Friday, 28th September 2018.

The Programme, a mixture of Lectures/Tutorials, plus Internal and External Competitions, is on our Website. Details of 
forthcoming Evenings appear in The Gazette’s Monthly What’s On Pages and the Gamlingay Village Column of The 
Biggleswade Chronicle. If you do not have Internet access and would like a copy of the Programme, please ring either 
Nick or myself. 

To take part in Competitions (not compulsory) and Vote at The AGM, you must be a Paid-up Member. The 2018-2019 
Annual Subscriptions have been kept at last Season’s Rates and are:-

Single Membership      £45.00.

Family Membership       £70.00.
= 2 Adults (spouse/partner) and children up to and including the age of 19*;

Concessionary Membership     £40.00.
= a) Anyone of, or above, the National State Retirement Age at the start of each Season per the published Programme 
Dates and per the Government’s published Retirement Age Tables;
    b) Students up to and including the age of 19*; or
    c) Anyone unemployed through illness.

NB: * Anyone aged 16 or under must be accompanied by an Adult so the Family Membership applies.

Special Price for brand new Members: £5.00. Discount off the above Rates if you join on or before 7th December 
2018. This is only for your first Season’s Membership and is only available if you have never been a Member of the 
Society before. You are welcome to come a long free of charge for a couple of evenings before joining. Refreshments 
£1.00 per person. Optional Raffle on Lecture Evenings. 

Over the Years, the Society has been pleased to support the Annual Potton Show and Gamlingay Village Day’s respective 
Photographic Competitions by  providing the Judges and, at the Judge’s discretion, giving Free Society Memberships. 
This applies again this Year for the 2018-2019 Season.  

At The Potton Show on 8th September, (www.pottonshow.org.uk) up to 5 Free  Memberships will be awarded.  
At Gamlingay Village Day on 15th September, (www.thegamlingayshow.co.uk) up to 3 Free Memberships will 
be awarded in the Prints Section. As mentioned in the July/August 2018 Edition of The Gazette, this Year, there is 
also a Digital Images Section; the Closing Date for which was 24th August so that the Images could be Judged prior to 
the Event. Up to 3 Free Memberships will be awarded in the Digital Section and the Images will be displayed during 
The Show. 

The Free Memberships are full Memberships entitling the Recipient to take part in Competitions and Vote at the AGM. 
If awarded to anyone aged 16 or under, the Membership is a Family one giving the same rights to anyone of their 
immediate Family ie Parent/Guardian, living at the same Address.

If you enjoy Photography, whether you wish to take part or just enjoy other people’s work with like minded 
people, why not come along and meet us - we are a friendly bunch!

Hope to see you there,   Jackie
Mrs Jackie Bruce Chairman/Secretary/Head of Selection 



The Wood Yard

Seasoned Logs and Kindling

Delivered or Collected

Tel Tony: 01767-680 668
Mobile:    07766 664 761

email: tpswoodyard@gmail.com
www.bedswoodyard.couk

CALL 01767 651 785
Located next to Gamlingay Village College

Station road, Gamlingay
Email: thefitnessworkshop@yahoo.co.uk

Facebook The Fitness Workshop

GAMLINGAY 
GYM

Lauren Greenwood-Davies  BSc (hons) MCSP Dip SM

PHYSIOTHERAPY & SPORTS MASSAGE

Muscle & Joint Pain

Injury Prevention & Recovery

Back & Neck Pain

Pregnancy Pelvic Girdle Pain

Sports Massage

Pilates & Exercise Prescription

THEPHYSIO@MAIL.COM

01767 654112

Morning, Evening & Weekend Appointments 
Available

THE PHYSIO

Gransden Self Storage
Personal and Professional Storage

24 Hour Access 7 Days a Week 365 Days a Year
24 Hour Remotely Monitored CCTV

Sensor Flood Lighting
Keypad Entry and High Security Locks

For whatever reason you need to store your 
possessions

Gransden Self Storage provides secure and affordable
storage space.

01767 676189
www.GransdenSelfStorage.co.uk 

Drum lessons

Professional musician and 
qualified teacher with over 15 

years experience
Trinity and Guildhall 

grading 1-8
All ages welcome

contact Jon Finnigan
01767 650 080, 07841 713641

jonfinnigan@yahoo.co.uk
www.jonfinnigan.com
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Guild of St Mary ladies meetings 
 

All ladies welcome to St Mary’s Guild. Visitor costs £4, or why not join us for 
£6+£2 monthly meeting charge, which includes refreshments. 

We meet once a month, usually the third Monday. As well as a diverse range 
of speakers we have a Garden and Christmas Party and at least one outing. 
Please contact Liz on 650988 if you would like more details, or come down 

and visit us on the evening.

Monday 17th September
We are welcoming Peter Walker back who will give a talk on the Gardens 

of East Anglia. This covers a variety of gardens in the area and may provide 
ideas for days out.

Monday 15th October
‘A passion for pearls’. Francis Benton will be enlightening us about the 

history, science, myths and legends of the only living gemstone - the pearl. 
She will also have products for sale of which net profits are donated to her 
chosen charity which at present is one that looks after the poorest orphans 

in Durban, South Africa.

Jordan Trust are 
running guided tours 
in the Mill museum on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 
at 11.30am or 2.30pm. 

At Jordans Mill you can 
step back in time in our 
historic flour Mill, home 
to the Jordan family for 
over 150 years, and see 
first-hand how flour was 
once produced here. 
 
During the tour you will 
hear tales about the 
famous Jordans Family, 
milling, cereals and 
we’ve even got a few 
extra secrets!  
Our knowledgeable and 
friendly tour guides, who 
are all volunteers, will 
take you on a fascinating 
tour of the Mill including 
a demonstration of the 
milling machinery. 
 
Guided tours last for 
around 60 minutes. 
HOW MUCH DOES IT 
COST?
 Adults* £5.50 
Children 0-16 go free but 
must be accompanied by 
an adult at all times  
Standard adult £5.00 
 
Or	use	our	leaflet	and	
guide yourself 
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LAND’S END TO 
JOHN O’GROATS  

BY BIKE!
Cycling from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats, the furthest possible 
distance in the British Isles, is a 
classic challenge that many dream 
of. Starting at Land’s End on the 
south-westerly tip of England, you 
pedal your way through Cornwall, 
over Dartmoor and north along the 
Welsh border, skirting the Lake 
District into Scotland, via lochs and 
the Highlands to the North Coast 
and John O’Groats. In all you cover 
roughly 1000 miles on your journey, 
passing through some of the most 
stunning and remote countryside in 
the British Isles. 

This tough challenge was completed 
in June this year by Gamlingay man, 
Simon Fisher. Along with his long-
time friend, Jon Estell, the brave and 
adventurous pair aimed not only 
to test themselves physically and 

mentally, but also to raise £20,000 for three chosen charities close to their 
heart:

Moo Bears
Oliver Dean Callis (Moo Bears) was born on 6th January 2013. Oliver was 
born with Downs Syndrome, with sight and hearing problems and with four 
holes in his heart. Despite several serious episodes, Oliver has prevailed 
and is now four years old.
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Charlie’s Gift
Charlie’s Gift is a Hertfordshire based charity which provides grants of 
money to support local children who face challenges in life because of 
health issues, special needs, bereavement or poverty. Charlie’s Gift has 
been set up by Trustees Nicole and Jason Fidler, in memory of their young 
son Charlie who died suddenly in June 2010, aged just eight years from 
Anaphylactic Shock.

Camps International
Camps International is a social enterprise on a global scale. It’s an 

ethical company, dedicated to a 
responsible travel model. Volunteers 
undertake social and environmental 
project work in areas of both 
economic need and ecological 
significance.  
Simon tells the Gazette:
“LEJOG was without a doubt the 
toughest thing I’ve ever challenged 
myself to do. But also the most 
rewarding! We live in a truly amazing 
country and the LEJOG ride 
allowed me to view it from a unique 
perspective. I really had wondered 
what I had let myself in for after day 
two. During the course of the first 
two days, Jon and I had climbed 
around 4500m on the bike (three 
times the height of Ben Nevis) and 
I was having serious doubts about 
riding for another ten days! 

However, relief came at regular 
intervals, by way of meeting friendly 
faces on the way. None more so 
than meeting Moo Bears himself on 
Day five, when he came to meet us 
at Shrewsbury. The causes we rode 
for kept us going during every tough 
climb, every poor road surface, 
every downpour of rain. It has been 
an honour to ride in the name of 
Charlies Gift, Camps International 
and Moo Bears and I am astounded 
at the money we have raised.

 It was lovely to get some local 
Gamlingay support from Ian 
Simpson and Keith Warburton, who 
both made trips to see me during 
the ride. Not to mention a surprise 
visit from my wife, Jane, and my 
younger daughter, Cate, when I 
arrived in Preston on Day six! How 
they kept that a secret from me I’ll 
never know. 

Thank you to every single person 
and corporation who has got 
involved, supported and donated. 
Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.”

Very well done, Simon Fisher and 
Jon Estell! We are pleased to report 
that, at the time of writing, Simon 
and Jon have surpassed their 
fundraising expectations, and have 
raised the grand total of £25,620!



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Walkers Meet 9:30am at Ecohub car park. New members welcome. Phone 654 891 
for further information. Miriam 654 891 email miriamjones80@hotmail.com

Wed 12th Sept, Thurs 11th Oct

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June, July or August)

5th September Ben Potterton, scented plants

W I 3rd Tuesday of the month

18th September Lucy Lewis first female in the British Army Bomb Disposal unit

16th October Harvest supper and tombola

Community Choir Kingspan Hall Jan Cooper 650 178

First Wednesday of the month 8:00 -9:30pm 

Third Saturday of the month 10:00am - 12 noon 

Soup lunches Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Second Monday of the month 8pm £1 per head for various charities. New teams welcome

The Wheatsheaf
First and third Monday of the 
month Charity quiz nights

Tuesdays Jam sessions 651 743

Social Club 16 Waresely Road. Quiz nights, pool nights and live bands

Fridays Bingo

Total Wellness workout

Fridays Church Hall 9:30am-10:30am. Bring some water and an exercise mat or 
towel for floor work. £6 per class.

Beginners Breeze

First Thursday of the month 10:15am at the hub.  Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com 07842 135 732

Library

Mondays 9:15am -10:30 toddler story time
4:00pm-8:00pm library open

Tuesdays 9:15am.-.12:15 board games

Wednesdays 12:30.-.3:15pm library open
1:00pm - 3:00pm drop in computer training

Thursdays 4:00pm.-.7:00pm library open

Fridays 10:30 - 12:30 library open and connect café

Saturdays 9:30am - 12:30 library open

Housing, Police and councillor 
surgery

First Monday of the month 9:30am - 10:00am ecohub

Youth Cafe and Club 5:15pm - 9:00pm Yr 4+cafe Yr8+ club
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WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Allotments (GAGA) Membership secretary Bob Gordon Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net 651 913

There are a few allotment vacancies, so please ask for details

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday every month 7:00pm planning committee meeting Ecohub

2nd Tuesday every month 7:30pm parish council meeting Ecohub

Hatley Parish Council Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.
info. Details on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

The Gazette
 3rd September October copy deadline

1st October November copy deadline

Gamlingay Writers
3rd Tuesday every month Please contact emryssparks@gmail.com for full details

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff Bruerton 
on 650748

Gamlingay Players Hayley Parker 652 992

Mondays and Thursdays 8:00-10:00pm Society producing plays and pantomime meet at the 
ecohub

St Mary’s choir practice
Thursdays 6.30pm choir practice open to all intereted singers - St Mary’s Church

Guild of St Mary’s Monthly meetings, usually third Monday

Monday 17th September Gardens of East Anglia Peter Walker

Monday 15th October A pasion for pearls Francis Benson
Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAMARCH)

Chris Tomsett - Chairman 01767 650 009
Julia Manley - Julia.manley@anglia.ac.uk

Bellringers
Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Photographic Society see page 22 for full details

Fridays 8:00 pm -10:00pm Meetings are term time at the Avenells Way Communal Room
New members most welcome. Phone: 651 025 nickbruce7@btinternet.com

28th September Enrolment evening, dates to be confirmed

History Society 7:30pm Kier Suite

10th September The rise, fall and rise again of Cardington’s airships with David Fowler

8th October The history of Addenbrookes with Hilary Richie

Potton Ladies Club
First Tuesday of the month at the Mill Lane Pavillion, Mill Lane Potton
contact Sarah Burgoine at sarahjburgoine@gmail.com or 01767 631 415

Bin Collection Days -Wednesdays

5th September black

12th September blue and green

19th September black

26th September blue and green

3rd October black

Gamlingay Recycling Day

Sunday 16th September 10am - 1pm Ego hub car park
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News from Gamlingay 
& District History 

Society.

Gamlingay and District History 
Society meet regularly throughout 
the year, with organised talks, 
social evenings, and visits to places 
of historical interest. Our most 
recent activity before the summer 
break was a tour of 15, Church 
Street, thought to be Gamlingay’s 
medieval guild hall, and Avenels 
Farm (27, Church Street), a late 
C16 or early C17 farmhouse. A 
party of seventeenmembers and 
friends braved the hot weather and 
enjoyed visiting both houses, Thanks 
to owners Pat Hartley, and Sue 
Kennedy for hosting our visit.

Our 2018-19 season committee 
consists of Peter Wright, John 
Bye, Chris Robins, David Allen, Pat 
Hartley and Mick Giles, and our 
programme starts with a talk by 
David Fowler about the history of 
Cardington’s airships. This takes 
place in the Kier Suite at the Hub 
at 07.30pm on Monday September 
10. This talk is free to members, 
but visitors are welcome at £3.00 
on the door. Other talks scheduled 
for our lecture season include the 
history of Potton, by George Howe, 
Tudor Gamlingay, with James 
Brown, and a session on how to 
trace your ancestors, by professional 
genealogist Robert Parker.

September marks the beginning 
of the History Society year, so is 
an excellent time to join. Annual 
membership is only £15, and 
members gain free access to all 
talks throughout the year. You 
can join at any of our meetings, 
or come and see us at the Village 
Show on September 15th, where we 
will be mounting a display of old 
photographs and documents relating 
to the village.

A programme of our 2018-19 talks 
can be collected from the Hub, or 
can be seen on our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk. Our sister 
website,

www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk is a 
great source of historical pictures 
of the village, and well worth a visit. 
Hope to see you soon!

Guildhall

Guildhall
boss

Avenels 
Farm



continued on page 34
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Gamlingay United – The 
Rearlights- a brief history

First off, let’s answer one of the 
most commonly asked questions 
we receive- why the Rearlights? 
Gamlingay received it’s nickname by 
virtue of the fact that in their early 
years the Motor Car was just rising 
to prominence and with the team 
colours being bright red the locals 
affectionately began to refer to the 
team the “Rear Lights”. 

Gamlingay is one of the longest 
serving clubs in the Cambs League 
having missed only two seasons 
since 1921. First formed in 1902 the 
club played local friendlies before 
entering the Biggleswade & District 
League and the Cambs Junior 
League. On the formation of the 
county league in 1921 Gamlingay 
were placed in Division 2 and in that 
first season finished runners-up to 
Girton. The following season saw 
Gamlingay decide to concentrate 
on the Biggleswade League as 
the fixture congestion from both 
competitions had proved too 
much. The club won the title with 
a Canter that year and decided to 
change back to the Cambs league 
as it proved provided better quality 
football.

It proved a good decision for the 
Club as although they were placed 
in Division 3B they won the Division 
3 and 2 titles at the first attempt as 
well as reaching the final of the junior 
Cup where they lost 3-1 to Romsey 
Old Boys. The club was now on a 
roll and in l93O they won Division 
A of the Premier Division but were 
beaten in the Championship play-
off by Chatteris Engineers. Three 
years later the league title was finally 
secured and for good measure 
beat Royston 2-0 in the final of 
the Creake Charity Shield. Eleven 
seasons were spent in the top flight 
before the club got relegated in 
1936.

The club missed the first season 
after the war as they re-built but 
were rewarded with their Division 1 
place when they re-joined in 1947. It 
was obvious that they had another 
good side as they finished runners-
up in both 1949 and l95O before 
finally winning Division 1A in 1954. 
Unfortunately the Reds only lasted 
two seasons in the Premier Division 
before being relegated.

This time however there was no 

6a   1931-32
back row W Cracknell - A Albone - F Careless - A Houghton - E A Earl - Bert 
Careless - F Hutchinson - A J Giddings - A Baines - A Norman - E Hayden - 
S G Jakes - A J Dew - Dr H D Gasteen -
 H J Lowings - G H Lawman - M Meeks
front row H Childerly - J Hutchinson - G H P Hibbit - F Meeks - F Barford

stopping the fall and by the 1960’s 
they had dropped down into Division 
2A, a descent that culminated in 
relegation to Division 3A in 1969. 
That proved the jolt the club needed 
and they won the Division 3 and 2 
titles in successive seasons. They 
stayed in Division 1 until they were 
placed in Premier B in 1981. That 
proved to be a successful move as 
in 1984 they reached the final of the 
William Cockell Cup, winning it the 
following season. Eventually in 1988 
they won the Premier B double by 
taking both the title and the William 
Cockell Cup to regain their Premier 
Division place thirty two years 
after losing it. Gamlingay gradually 
resettled into the top flight and won 
the Premier League Cup in 1991 
by beating Waterbeach. In 1992 
they finished runners-up to Phillips 
UK for the title but after that they 
dropped in Senior A. 1993 saw the 
commencement of a youth policy 
for the club which was to prove so 
successful in the coming years. A 
major reorganisation off the field 
saw all the football clubs within the 
village combine under the new title 
of GAMLINGAY UTD.

Following the merger of the 
‘Old Boys’ and the ‘Eagles’ the 
club continued to compete in the 
Cambridgeshire Kershaw Leagues 
with the 1st team in Kershaw Senior 
A and the reserves in Division 3A. 
This continued to be the case until 
the end of the 2006/07 season when 
the club was no longer able to field 
two teams. The decision was taken 

to remove the 1st team from the 
Senior A and start afresh in Division 
2A after the reserves had gained 
promotion that season.

The 2007/08 season saw the 
club claim its second successive 
promotion after finishing 2nd in the 
league and spent the next three 
seasons establishing themselves in 
1A before finally achieving promotion 
to the Kershaw Senior B in 2011/12.

During this period, the club also 
had a successful Sunday side who 
competed in the Cambridgeshire 
& District Sunday League. The 
2006/07 season saw the side clinch 
the Division 4B title by 14 points as 
well as lifting the Shelford Energy 
Cup with a 6-0 win over L.T.F.C. The 
2007/08 brought more success as 
the club won their league for the 
second consecutive season and 
retained the Shelford Energy Cup 
with a 2-0 over Sawston Wanderers. 
They were denied a treble after 
narrowly losing 2-1 to Milton 
Sunday in the final of the Millenium 
Cup. The 2008/09 season was a 
disappointing season in comparison 
to the previous two. The side were 
trophy-less after falling at the quarter 
final stage of the cup competitions 
although despite finishing 5th in 
the league, the club were granted 
promotion to Division 1B as a result 
of league restructuring. The 2009/10 
season will probably be seen by 
most as the sides most successful 
season. The club won the league by 
2 points and with it promotion to the 
Senior division thanks to a last gasp 
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Matthew Steele (current first team 
manager) goal against runners up 
Fulbourn Sports in the final game of 
the season. They finished runners 
up in the Royston Scaffolding & 
Roofing Cup after a disappointing 
4-1 defeat to Fowlmere Metals in 
the final before bouncing back the 
following week to defeat highly 
fancied Sawston Keys 2-1 AET in 
the Cambs FA Sunday Challenge 
Cup. In their final season, the club 

secured their safety in the Senior 
division and managed the quarter 
finals of the league cup. Having won 
the Challenge Cup the previous 
season the club also represented 
the league in the FA Sunday Cup, 
however they fell at the first hurdle 
by the odd goal in an 11 goal thriller 
against FC Houghton Centre.

Back to Saturdays, the 2012/13 
season was another successful 
year for the club with the first team 
winning Senior B by 12 points and 
without losing a game at home and 
also beat Senior As Cambridge City 
Reserves on penalties to win the 
William Coad Intermediate Cup but 
were once again denied a treble 
after losing 5-2 to Bluntisham in the 
final of the Percy Oldham Memorial 
Cup. 

The clubs Reserves side reformed 
in 2012/13 and since then they 
have gained back-to-back-to-back 
promotions climbing from 5B to 
division 2A where they remain to this 
day following three 9th place finishes 
from 2015/2016 until 2017/2018. 

The first teams winning ways 

continued into the 2013/2014 season as the team won Senior A and for 
a second season running didn’t lose a game at the newly named Eco 
Arena (Eco Hub), and confirming their return to Kershaw Premier football 
in 2014/2015. In the first season back in the Kershaw Premier the first 
team also lifted the Kershaw Premier League KO cup. From 2014/2015 - 
2017/2018 the club maintained it’s Kershaw premier league status with 13th, 
12th and consecutive 10th place league positions respectively. In 2017/2018 
the club also entered a Veterans team into the Cambs county veterans 
league, finishing third in their inaugural season.

Unfortunately however in the summer of 2018 the Football Associated 
attempted to end the clubs 97 year association with the Cambs league as 
part of their step 7 restructuring by attempting to laterally move the clubs 
into Bedfordshire’s premier league. The club rejected and appealed the 

decision with no success and the 
decision was then made to accept 
relegation into Senior A for the 
2018/2019 season to enable to club 
to continue playing their football in 
Cambridgeshire.

In the coming months we will keep 
you updated with fixtures, results and 
league standings, in the meantime 
if you want to find out more, please 
follow us on Facebook or Twitter, or 
visit our website www.pitchero.com/
clubs/gamlingayunitedfc, or please 
email gamlingayunitedfc@hotmail.
co.uk. 

At the time of writing we are busy 
in our pre-season schedule, but from 
the beginning of September we will 
have a home game most Saturdays 
kicking off at 3pm at the Eco Hub, it 
would be great to see you there.

Historyman
by Nick Bruce

and to continue the Football fever theme:

Picture 1- The Historymans idea this month which is all about Gamlingays 
football teams, came from Peter Webb who sent in the first photo of a 
famous win for a famous Gamlingay football team.

Peter not only sent in the photo and the write-up he was actually in the 
team. 

This is Gamlingay Football Club celebrating their 1980 Norwich Brewery 
Cup Final triumph against Over Sports under the lights at Cambridge 
United’s Abbey Stadium. Leading 1-0 at half-time through a Dave Brett 
screamer, Gamlingay score four further goals to thrash Over 5-0. The night 
however, belonged to Tom Meeks who scored all the second half goals. 
After the game the Gamlingay players signed the match ball and it was 
presented to Tom. In the photograph are;
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3a Background is at Cinques 
Common

Picture 3 shows an early 1950s 
Gamlingay Football Team

back row Henry  Hill - Bob Munns - 
George Arnold - Fred Steel - Howard 
Knibbs - Roy Titmus
front row Frank Johnson - Ken Jakes 
- Peter Housden - Harry (Twitty) Bird 
- Ken (Spaff) Darlow 

Picture 1
1980

8a 
Mill Street buildings in the 
background
Gamlingay F C Winners of the 
Cambs League 1929-30

rear    H Hibbett
back row    B Earle - E Lowings - W 
Ridgley - S Hutchinson - G Housden 
- L Jakes - B Munns - ? Giddings - 
G Lawman - R Jarvis - W Inskip
middle row  E Leader - H Lowings - 
H Careless - R Jakes - F Meeks - J 
Dew - T Peacock
front row   Frank Careless - H Arnold 
- T Careless - W Cracknell 

Back Row: Terry Blinch, Dave 
‘Tractor’ Brown, Peter ‘Speedy’ 
Jakes, Steve ‘Baz’ Whitbread, Clive 
‘Squibby’ Munns (on the shoulders 
of Dave Croft and Alan Walker), 
Dean ‘Charlie’ Beddall, Peter Webb 
and Barry Cavilla.

Front Row: Jim Allen, Sid Heath, 
Chris Walker, Frank Careless, Tom 
Meeks and Dave Brett.
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9a Gamlingay F C  1905

back row   Harry Dickerson - S J 
Sarll - L Peters - W H Dickerson - W 
G M Randell
middle row   C Whittet - J B 
McCartall - W Hibbett - F Norman - 
E Peters
front row   E Dickerson - J Home - E 
Bedford
Photo taken outside the front of the 
Wheatsheaf

10a Gamlngay School Youth F C 
1945-46 On old football pitch where 
Greenacres now stands

back row   D Curtis - Howard Knibbs 
- Bill Croot - Roy Titmus - Alec 
Cownden - Jock Love
front row   Harry Adams - Ken Jakes 
- Derek Carter - Tubby Richardson - 
Ron Wisson

12a 1910-11
Taken in the First School Courtyard

back row     H Dickerson - W 
Norman - Alfred Howe - J Albone - 
W Hodge - W Williams
middle row  Eban Peters - W Arnold 
- T Burrows
front row     Mark Hall - F Carter - F 
Larkins - H Arnold - G Jakes
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11a   1919-20
Rear of Stan Cross’ building

back row      E Bedford - S Bruce - H 
Hall
middle row   T W Conyers - S Sarll 
- G Jakes - P R Piper - E Peters - E 
Leader - E Croot - S O Jakes
front row       D Jakes - T Jakes - G 
Housden - H Arnold - H Lowings - R 
Jakes

13a Gamlingay Juniors c 1935

back row   Sid Cole - Tom 
Hutchinson - Morton Careless - Cyril 
Peters - Reg Jakes - Eric Sharpe -  
    Niffy Jakes
front row   Sid Hales - Harry Bird - 
Ken Jakes - Tubby Richardson

7a  This team were playing 
together in 1932-33 but can you 
name them or have any photos of 
football teams from Gamlingay.
Image taken at WI Hall now being 
demolished

If so emails to The Gazette at 
nb777@btinternet.com
or Post or hand deliver to Nick Bruce 
at
82 Church Street, Gamlingay, Sandy, 
Beds. SG19 3JJ



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 651 996
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Jelly Tots Emma Radley 07516 927 

150
Natalie 691 477

Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Brian 651 020
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop 651 785
Breeze Ladies Cycling Gill Kitchener 650 035
Girls Football - MUGA Nancy Kyle 651 785

nantmarg@hotmail.co.uk
Waresley Cricket Phil Masdin  221 027

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Lindy Gorton 650 581

WI Hall SOLD
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall Kim Wilde

650 596

www.hatley.info

Ecohub Manager
Sarah Groom
Kate 
Laughaurne

651 226

Everton Village Hall
682 251

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players Hayley Parker 652 992
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton 650 581
History Society Peter Wright

gamlingayhistory@gmail.
com

652 899

Gamlingay Walkers Miriam and Phil 
Titchner

654 891

Booklinks Kate Laugharne
Friends of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
St. Neots Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 
Chair/Secretary

651 025

nickbruce7@btinternet.com
Royal British Legion Sebastian 

Kindersley
651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Emrys Sparks

gamlingaywriters@gmail.com
Village Show Amy Lovat 07843 527 

979
WI Anne Clarke

Jean York
651 932
650 367

Guild of St Mary’s Liz Huckle 650 988
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480 385 

351

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 449 043

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Susan Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Will Colebrook 07527 
717 463

Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Mark Harrision

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Youth Club

Lucy Rands
07929 
453235Youth Cafe

Gamlingay Young 
Lacemakers Kay Palmer 651 532

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Office

Linda Fraser 677 710
651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Hilary Young

Churchwarden Jan Cooper 650 178
Churchwarden and 
reader

Chris Miller 650 779

SCHOOLS
First School 650 208
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208
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Village Information

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
District nurses 0845 602 4064
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Alison Baker 07519 

493701
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police and 
Community Police

PC John 
Coppard

101

 john.coppard@cambs.pnn.
police.uk

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Library Kate Laugharne 651 226

Forward 
Gamlingay

Chair: 
Sarah Groom

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Kim Wilde 650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info

Chairman: Margot Eagle
POLITICS
MP Heidi Allen

Conservative.
01223 
830 037

heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk

County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillor
(Hatley)

Heather 
Williams

07885 
774 775

cllr.williamsh@scambs.gov.uk
District Councillor Bridget Smith 650 510
South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services 
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

John McCall 650 039
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

Chris Tomsett
Julia Manley 
(Sec)

650 009

Gamlingay Allotment 
Gardeners Association 
(GAGA)

Mick Slimm, Secretary 
a.slimm@btinternet.com
Bob Gordon, Membership Sec
Bob.gordon22@talktalk.net

651 913
Brian Giddings
Chair

07746 074 
796

Community Choir Jan Cooper 650 178

The Gazette 
For email contributions please check our website and upload your copy, or email 

editor@gamlingaygazette.co.uk

To advertise your business in the village magazine, please email for details
adverts@gamlingaygazette.co.uk
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L.F.JARVIS & SON Ltd
General Builders
• Restoration & Joinery 

Specialist
• All joinery work undertaken 

from doors, windows to fitted 
oak units

• All carpentry works
• Upvc fascias, soffits gutters
• Property refurbishment
• Timber decking
• Painting & decorating
• All building services
Office Tel / Fax 01767 650 339
Mobile 07713 088 792

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936 

Servicing and repairs on most 
makes of car and light commercials

Tyres -  batteries - exhausts

Tel: 01767 650 273

MOT
TESTING STATION

EST 1972

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
ENGINEER

Automatics, Cookers, Vacs, Dryers

Bill  Tangye

Mobile: 
07802 

393 331

Tel: 
01767 

650 750

Grovemount Limited
General Builders

All building & refurbishment work 
undertaken

PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 651299

The Paddock 
Farmhouse 

Bed & Breakfast
Telephone 01767 654137

Castle Farm, Hatley Road
Gamlingay
SG19 3HH

www.paddockfarmhousebandb.co.uk

Qualified mobile 
hairdresser

Perms, sets, cuts and colour
Special discount for 

senior citizens

Call Marie on
07897 508 990 

or 
01767 261 190

SCOTT ROOFING LTD
Roofing Specialist

Your local traditional 
Roofer

Free quotations and advice

All roofing works undertaken:
tiling- slating- felt flat roofs- repairs- 

chimney re-points- insulation- facias/gutters- 
moss removal- new roofs- lead work.

Call Scott:

Mob 07834 777 134
Tel    01767 651 626

Proudly serving the village 
for over 15 years.

JAGGER
Sings songs from

50’s 60’s 70’s Elvis, Buddy Holly and more

Available for 
Parties, Birthdays 
and other special occasions

Tel: 07746 074 796
briangiddings@hotmail.co.uk

The Police
Non-emergency number:

101
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