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Local Heroes
Gamlingay Community Fire Station
Gamlingay Fire Station is one of 27 fire stations within Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service 
which vary in status from being staffed 24/7, 365 days a year, to  being completely on-call, which 
means fire fighters are “on-call” day and night and are alerted to incidents by a pager. 

The Station in Gamlingay falls into 
the “on-call” status which means 
that although most of our local crew 
live and work within the village they 
have other jobs outside the Fire 
Service. They are still highly trained 
fire fighters who carry a pager and 
respond in an instant to emergency 
incidents as and when they happen. 
Our crew’s average turn out time 
from when the initial call is received 
at Fire Service Control Centre in 
Huntingdon is LESS than 3 minutes 
30 seconds! Not bad when you think 
that they could be leaving work, in the 
local shops or just sitting down to eat 
their evening meal.

This is a far different story from how 
they used to be alerted many years 
ago. Then the station was situated 
in Mill Street and for a while in the 
Stocks Lane station. The “shout” 
went out from a siren located on the 
tower in the fire station car park. This 
not only brought the fire fighters to 
the station but also alerted the rest 
of the village, particularly children 
who would then chase after the Fire 
Engine to see if they could keep up 
with it. None ever did of course. Now 
only the fire fighters and passes-by 
know that the engine is going out 
until the fire engines sirens can be 
heard. 

As you can see by the old picture the 
engine wasn’t so high tech as it is continued on page 4

Est November 1991



2     The Gazette October 2015

Copy Deadlines 
November deadline is 1st October 
December deadline is 1st November

TheGazette
Editors: Nick Bruce and Tom Newman
t: 651025 e: nb777@btinternet.com

Chair: Nick Bruce 
t: 651025

Chief Distribution Team: Jim and  
Barbara Manning,  
Julie Newman: Distribution Manager 
t: 650685

Village web pages:  Ted Bradshaw  
and Roderick Starksfield

Photograher: Ed Newman

Hatley contact: Philippa Pearson 
e: hatleychurch@gmail.com

Due to changes concerning data 
protection, The Gazette is very cautious 
about reproducing pictures of children. 
Every effort is made not to single out 
individuals, and parental permission 
is sought before using any item to 
highlight an individual child.

Your letters and items for articles can 
be dropped off at 82 Church Street, 
Gamlingay or emailed to Nick Bruce. We 
do not accept anonymous contributions.

Every care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the items included but the 
views expressed do not necessarily 
express the views of the Commitee.

To view The Gazette online, please go to gamlingay.org on village website

Food Bank ‘Update’ 
Due to the 4 supermarket collections and donations that 

have been very generous over the last few weeks, 
We currently need NON FOOD items. 

 Below is a list of what we need urgently. 

Ladies and Men’s toiletries 
Men’s disposable razors 

Shaving gel 
Deodorants 

Ladies sanitary items 
Shampoo 

Shower gel 
Soap 

Washing up liquid 
Long life bags 
Copier paper 

Pens 
Pads 

 
*As always, donations of cash are also needed 
for special dietary needs especially for babies 

and nappies.* 

HELP IS AVAILABLE 
contact Gerry Brunt in strtict confidence 07752428191
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continued from front

today. The crew either worked in local factories or on the 
land and were always male. The current crew’s jobs are a 
little more varied from paint sprayers and mechanics to 
logistics managers and company directors and as the crew 
include both male and females we now have fire fighters as 
opposed to firemen. But some things still remain the same, 
the high level of team work, fitness and camaraderie that an 
emergency team demands.

The County has a number of major trunk roads running 
through it, including the A1 and A14, and a large network 
of rural roads, so as well as responding to fires, they also 
attend road traffic collisions where their specialist skills are 
needed to free people trapped in wreckages. There are lots 
of other emergencies they respond to as well, from rescuing 
trapped people and animals, to chemical incidents and 
flooding.

Gamlingay Fire Station also crew the High Volume Pump 
which is housed at Cambourne Fire Station, this is a 
National Asset which is capable of moving approximately 
7,000 litres of water per minute along its 3km of hose. 
Recent deployments include Cornwall floodings in 2014 
and Thetford Forest fire in 2015.

On-call Fire Fighters are a vital part of today’s Fire and 
Rescue Service. They provide an efficient, effective service 
that give emergency cover to more than 90 per cent of the 
UK workforce. In Cambridgeshire they make up 58 per 
cent of the workforce and are generally located in rural 
communities, small towns or villages, but this doesn’t limit 
our crew to attending incidents only within Gamlingay and 
the surrounding area. They could and have travelled all 
over the county to help other stations as well as attending 
incidents in other counties.

Gamlingay Fire Station uses a Scania built unit that has 
been fitted out by a company called Emergency One. This is 
a standard fire engine also referred to as an appliance or a 
pump. It holds 1,800 litres of water and equipment that fire 
fighters use on a day to day basis to help them deal with the 
majority of different emergencies and is generally crewed 
by five fire fighters.

Ladders 
There are four ladders stored on a standard fire engine of 
different heights that are used for different purposes. The 
13.5 metre ladder is the longest of the four ladders and for 
safety needs four fire fighters to carry and place it. There is 
also a 9 metre ladder, a short extension ladder similar to a 
household ladder and a roof ladder.

Breathing Apparatus (BA) sets 
There are four BA sets on board the fire engine and fire 
fighters wear them when they are dealing with incidents 
where there is smoke or chemical fumes. They wear the 
cylinders of air on their backs like a rucksack. These are 
connected by a tube to a face mask which fits over the face 
and is secured by straps around the head. The sets have a 
gauge which is on the shoulder strap in the front and the 

fire fighters check this regularly to see how much air they 
have left in the cylinder. They can last around 30 to 35 
minutes on average on one cylinder of air. After an incident 
the cylinders are re-filled using a compressor.

Cutters 
These are primarily for cutting people out of vehicles 
following a road traffic collision (RTC). They are extremely 
powerful with a cutting force of 95 tonnes and can cut 
through metal as easily scissors cut through paper.

Spreaders 
These are primarily used for releasing people trapped in 
their vehicle after a road traffic collision. Their powerful 
jaws spread to approximately 70cm. An example of there 
use is forcing open a car door if it cannot be opened after a 
crash.

Rams 
There are different sized Rams but one size is currently 
carried on our fire engine. The Ram is used to create space 
and assist with vehicle stabilisation while the fire fighters 
are cutting up vehicles and rescuing casualties. 

Thermal Imaging Camera 
This hand held device has a special camera which reads 
temperatures, with a screen on the other side where the 
operator can see hot areas by red patches. Fire fighters 
use this mainly to look for hotspots in buildings to see if a 
fire has spread or to locate a fire if it is not obvious from 
the outside of a building. They can also be used to find 
casualties in dark, smoke filled rooms as body temperatures 
contrast on the screen to the cold surroundings. 

The Station itsself used to be in Mill Street, and as you have 
read in this article and seen by the old pictures the engine 
and equipment have changed a great deal,  however for 
our fire fighters in Gamlingay, now as always, one thing 
remains, the same high level of team work and fitness and 
camaraderie that all emergency teams demand.

So they certainly are our local heroes.

Article by Nick Bruce and Gamlingay Fire Station
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Are your energy bills too high? 
Cambridge & District CAB and Consumerhub 
encourages you to Check, Switch, & Insulate as 
part of Big Energy Saving Week 2015

From 26 to 30 October, Citizens Advice is running a 
campaign to help you save money on energy costs, and 
increase energy efficiency. We will provide as many 
people as possible with correct information on:

• Checking that you have been billed correctly

• Changing tariffs or your energy provider to get the  
best deal

• Insulating your home

• Making better use of energy in general

• Dealing with fuel debt

• Understanding financial support with energy costs that 
you may be entitled to

Lorraine Payne, Financial Education and Co-ordinator 
Trainer, at Cambridge & District CAB said, “Many 
households struggle to meet high living costs in 
Cambridge, and have to make difficult financial decisions. 
The poorest often have to choose between heating their 
homes or eating. Latest figures show that there are 
currently 5,788 households in fuel poverty in Cambridge. 
Fuel debt is our most common energy-related issue. 
We want to help people tackle fuel debt but also help 
prevent these issues occurring in the first place. It’s 
really important that people get the right advice and 

information about reducing their energy bills to help 
them keep themselves and their families warm this 
winter.”

During Big Energy Saving Week, you can get advice and 
information you need by:

• Visiting our stand in Cambridge Central Library 
between 26 and 30 October. We will have lots of 
information on cutting fuel bills and around financial 
support you may be entitled to.

• Visit Cambridge CAB (66 Devonshire Road, Cambridge, 
CB1 2BL) for drop-in advice between 9:15am and 
12:45pm.

• If you are a Barclays customer, visit the St Andrew’s 
Bank Branch between 10am and 3pm for advice.

• Blog, tweet and post about BESW on social media (the 
hashtag is #besw15 and our handle is @CambridgeCAB).

• Direct friends and family to  
www.bigenergysavingweek.org.uk.

For more information on events taking place in the 
region, please visit our Consumerhub website http://
consumerhub.org/

You can also email Research and Campaign Coordinator, 
Helen Crowther: helencr@cambridgecab.org.uk 

A big thank you
Chris and I would like to send a big thank you to 
all the parents and children who supported us at 
the Play scheme this Summer. We had a wonderful 
time and we hope the children did as well.

Our great team of young people need praising for their 
dedication and commitment. They gave up a week of their 
school holidays to be with the children. Their names are Ace, 
Georgio, Rae, Sarah, Rachel, Megan, Callum, Lewis, Shannon, 
Kirsten, Kelsey, Jodie, Chelsie and Rian. We are sure some 
of the children will have mentioned these helpers to their 
parents. The children who attended came from Gamlingay, 
Sandy, Beeston, Biggleswade, Wrestlingworth, Everton, 
Abbotsley, Little Paxton, Longstanton, Potton, Spalding and 
London.

The children who came from Spalding came because their 
dad had attended the Play scheme as a child and later as a 
helper.  He wanted his children to experience the fun that he 
had experienced when he was younger.

Our thanks also go Gamlingay Parish Council who gave us 
a grant towards the costs, Stratton Education Trust who 
allowed us to use the facilities at Gamlingay Village College 
and Mr Daisley (GVC Site Agent) who tolerated the mess we 
made.

We look forward to the next play scheme which will be held 
in the week beginning Monday 8 August 2016.

Chris Robins & Carol Wright
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News from the churches

Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin
Gamlingay with Hatley and Everton cum Tetworth

Rector: Revd Steven Rothwell 
The Rectory, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay -  650568

Reader: Chris Miller 
11 Bunyan Close, Gamlingay - 650779

Key  E -Everton  G -Gamlingay  H-Hatley St George  

Services  - October 2015

4th  Trinity 18 8am Holy Communion G

10am Harvest Service G

4pm Thanksgiving and Gift Day Service E

11th Trinity 19 9.30 Parish Eucharist G

11am Word & Worship E

11am Holy Communion H

18th  Trinity 20 9.30am Parish Eucharist inc Laying on of hands and prayers G

11am Parish Eucharist E

25th   Last Sunday 
after Trinity

8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist and Baptism G

11am Parish Eucharist E

6pm Healing Service H

I like the story about the multimillionaire who gave 
his testimony in church. “I am a wealthy man,” he said, 
“and I attribute my fortune to the blessings of God in 
my life.” 

He went on to recall that as a young man, he had just 
earned his first pound and he went to church the next day. 
The preacher that morning happened to be a missionary 
who told of his experiences working in developing 
countries. Before the collection plate was passed round, 
the vicar told everyone that everything collected that day 
would be given to the missionary to help fund his work. 

The millionaire said, “I wanted to give something to 
support the work of that missionary, but I couldn’t make 
change from the only pound I possessed. I knew I either 
had to give it all or nothing. At that moment I decided to 
give all that I had to God. Looking back, I know now that 
God has blessed that decision and made me wealthy.” 

When the multimillionaire finished, there was silence 
in the church. When he had returned to the pew and sat 
down, an elderly lady seated behind him leaned forward 
and in a loud voice said, “I dare you to do it again.” 

Jesus tells a similar story about a wealthy young man who 

wants to know what else he has to do to inherit eternal 
life, for he believes he has followed all the rules and 
observed all the statutes. Jesus said theres was one thing 
left for him to do, which was to give away his wealth. Of 
course, the young man went away feeling disappointed.

At this time of Harvest it may be worth reflecting on what 
we give, on what we need and what we offer. As we reflect 
we might also ask ourselves whether we are owners of 
what we have or whether we are stewards. 

In the past 30 years our society has placed an increasing 
value on the importance of ownership, whether it is 
houses, cars, land and other forms of property. Many 
Christians develop an understanding of God that focusses 
their own lives as being stewards of God’s creation instead 
of owners. We often sing about this in harvest songs; 
giving thanks to God for what has been created. It may not 
reflect a convincing or scientific understanding of how the 
world came into being, but it highlights a profound belief 
in faith as a form responsibility. In terms of harvest, this 
responsibility is to care and tend to the whole of creation, 
and to act with compassion and fairness to all people. 
In particular we give thanks to those who work hard to 
produce the food we can enjoy everyday.
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News from the churches

Gamlingay Baptist Church
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay     www. gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Secretary: Mrs Linda Fraser 
01767 677710

Dear Friends,

At the end of September we 
bade farewell to Rev James 
Gilbert after seven years of 
faithful service as our much-
loved Pastor. During these years 
our membership has grown, our 
children’s work has expanded 
through ‘Messy Church’ and a 
strong sense of unity has built 
up in our church. James will be 
greatly missed. Nevertheless, we 
wish him every blessing in his new calling at New Milton Baptist 
Church in Hampshire.

What then of the future here in Gamlingay? We are actively seeking a new 
pastor to replace James. In the meantime, Rev Ian Hare - who is minister of 
Stotfold Baptist Church - will be available to conduct weddings and funerals 
and generally hold a watching brief over us. Sunday services and all other 
activities as advertised will continue as usual.

At the very heart of all these activities remains the desire to present the Gospel 
to our village - the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ alone. Many today 
would have us believe that man is a purely physical being, a material machine 
which arose by chance in a meaningless universe long ages ago. But most of 
us know in our heart of hearts that there is more to man than that - we have 
a soul!  And just like our bodies our souls need to be nourished in order to be 
kept healthy.

 Jesus said ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God’. Those words are recorded for us in the Bible - the 
inspired words of the God who made us. True peace of mind and happiness can 
only be experienced as both our bodies and our souls are fed and kept healthy. 
And that soul nourishment is the reason we meet together - to hear the Bible 
explained and  applied to our daily lives.   

 Like to know more? Then why not come and join with us.

Roy Gibbons 

Church Services:
Worship Service every Sunday Morning 
10:45am. (with J.A.M. for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service:  
Sunday 25th October 10:45am. 

Weekday Meetings:
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday Group 10:00am.  
(Venues as announced)

For Children:
J.A.M – Every Sunday (Apart from Family 
Service) 10:45am  

‘Messy Church’ – this month Messy 
Church will be a ‘Light Party’

Saturday 31st October at 5:00pm

Light Party

Hallowe’en Alternative party – for 5 to 
12 year olds.

Come dressed in bright light costumes 
(no witches, wizards or anything dark) 
for fun, games, crafts and food: from 
5:00pm

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 17th October at 8:00am.

Craft Group – spend time together 
working at different crafts. 

Thursday 1st October  
10:00am to 12:00 noon.

Coffee Morning

Thursday 15th October 2015 (in aid of 
Gamlingay B.C. and our 2015 Charities)

10:00am until 11:30am – Why not join 
us for tea/coffee and cake?
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Councillors’ column  
District and County Council Issues

District Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley and Bridget Smith 

County Council issues by Sebastian Kindersley

Your Councillors are always 
ready to help. If you have any 
questions about these - or 
indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 
or skindersley@hotmail.com 
or write to the Manor Barn, 
East Hatley, SG19 3JA. District 
Councillor Bridget Smith is on 
01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com  You can also 
follow your councillors on 
Twitter: @Cllrbridget  
@Seb4SouthCambs 

Planning – can there possibly  
be more?!    
Some good news to report this 
time re Planning. The Government 
announced in November that with 
immediate effect developments of 10 
houses of less would not have to pay 
contributions towards the provision 
of affordable housing or parish 
facilities – a decision that cost South 
Cambs upwards of £1.6m and led to 
a number of developers to renege on 
their planning obligations. Happily 
a Judicial Review has struck this out 
with immediate effect on the grounds 
that it was unfair and unlawful (etc…
I’m sparing you the detail) so we are 
back to requiring contributions from 
all development of 3+ homes. Those 
who tried to dodge this payment have 
already had letters… 

South Cambs has received a response 
from the Inspectors in relation to 
the Local Plan about which we’ve 
written so extensively before (sorry!).
The Inspectors have recognised that 
the Councils are taking a positive 
approach to addressing the concerns 
they have raised.  They make the 

point that whilst it is difficult to 
comment on the level of detail 
required as part of this work, they 
consider that the scope of the work 
proposed provides a sound rationale 
for suspending the examinations and 
moving forward, and they have now 
formally suspended the examinations 
until March 2016. Just as an aside 
we put people on the Moon faster 
than these Local Plans are getting 
delivered…

Supporting scam victims  
July was National Scams Awareness 
Month (of course you knew that) 
and this year the theme was “Don’t 
be Rushed, Don’t be Hushed”.  The 
campaign aims to stop people 
being rushed into hasty decisions 
by scammers and to end victims 
being hushed into silence by a sense 
of shame, foolhardiness, or weary 
acceptance.  Every year, more than 
three million people in the UK fall 
victim to scams, resulting in the loss 
of hundreds and often thousands of 
pounds.  Anyone who thinks they may 
be a victim of a scam can get advice 
from the Citizens Advice Consumer 
Service on 03454 04 05 06.  Report 
scams or suspected scams to Action 
Fraud on 0300 123 2040.

Superfast broadband roll-out 
Well it’s all happening – we’re on 
track to exceed target numbers and 
reach over 97,000 premises across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
with fibre broadband by the end 
of 2015.  However, there is still 
more to do as the project has 
identified further areas with gaps in 
connectivity (eg Hatley).  Planning 
is underway for a second phase of 
the roll-out from 2016 through to 
2017 with additional Government/
EU funding to extend fibre broadband 
to harder to reach areas and new 

developments (hopefully Hatley).  
The County Council expects to have 
more information available shortly. 

Excitingly we’ve been chosen to host 
two national technology trials, which 
could herald a new era of ultrafast 
broadband speeds.  BT is preparing 
to trial ‘G-fast’ broadband (up to 500 
Mbps) in parts of Huntingdon later 
this summer and Virgin Media has 
also been trialling narrow trenching 
techniques for rolling out superfast 
broadband in Papworth Everard that 
aim to bring speeds of up to 1GB for 
its customers. 

For businesses the Destination 
Digital project has been inundated 
with applications for broadband 
connection vouchers of up to £3000 
to install superfast broadband.  
Charities, (including village halls that 
are registered), are also eligible to 
apply for connection vouchers. Find 
out more and apply online at www.
destinationdigital.info.

What does the County Council 
actually do?  
We’re taking advantage of the quiet 
local government landscape in August 
to answer one of the perennial 
questions – what does the County 
Council actually do? This is more and 
more pertinent as we make more and 
more cuts and do the same amount of 
work with fewer and fewer officers. 
So here it is – enjoy!

The County Council provides the 
framework for people to lead healthy 
and productive lives and oversees 
the strategic plans for economic and 
housing growth in Cambridgeshire. 
We lead the work on transport 
strategies for the county as a whole 
which includes maintaining 2,800 
miles of roads, 2,400 miles of 
footways, 1,500 bridges and 55,000 
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Councillors’ column  
District and County Council Issues

street lights with winter gritting of 
around 1,300 miles of roads and 
footpaths. Last year we invested £1.5 
million in community developed 
transport schemes, enabled 
approximately 3.7 million single Park 
and Ride bus journeys and 3.45m 
journeys on the Cambridgeshire 
Guided Busway and transported 
15,000 children to school every day. 
We manage almost 320,000 tonnes of 
waste, of which over 55% is recycled, 
We intervened in rogue trader cases 
involving over 180 victims and in 
excess of £500,000 and helped 20,000 
people benefit from adult learning. 
85 highway improvement schemes 
were delivered working with local 
communities (including locally, 
believe it or not). 

We welcomed 2.55 million visitors 
each year to our libraries, registered 
15,200 births, marriages, civil 
partnerships and deaths and 
supported over 10,000 young 
children aged 0-5 through our 
network of 40 children’s centres. 
When it comes to education we 
worked with more than 250 schools 
to ensure over 80,000 children get the 
high quality education to which they 
are entitled as well as supporting 
more than 3,000 children with 
statements of special educational 
need. We provided more than 1,000 
disabled children and young people 
with short breaks, including more 
than 50,000 hours of individual 
support and around 4,600 overnight 
stays. Importantly our job includes 
safeguarding children at risk of harm 
and helping vulnerable families to 
improve their situation. 

We look after children in care, 
finding them adoptive parents and 
supporting around

500 children at any one time in foster 
and residential care and alongside 
that we care for over 7,800 older 
people in their own homes. The 
County commissioned around 1.4 
million hours of care for older people 
in their own home, provided social 
care services to over 13,900 people 
and a further 2,900 people following 
discharge from hospital. We provide 
packages of care and support to 1600 
people with learning disabilities, 
around 775 people with physical 
disabilities and over 500 people with 
sensory impairments every year. 

Cambridgeshire County Council 
handles 220,000 phone enquiries a 
year, ranging from applications for 
school places through to enquiries 
regarding social care; deals with 
86,000 non phone contacts, manages 
3.5m visits to our website a year - 
with services like renewing library 
books and concessionary bus passes 
available online. We had 1,150 
Freedom of Information Requests and 
115 Subject Access Requests (and this 
is likely to rise year on year) 

Of course we also now have an 
important Public Health role. We 
commission a range of preventive 
services which help people to stay 
healthy including 17,000 health 
checks for people aged 40-74, 35,000 
appointments with sexual health and 
contraception services,  CAMQUIT 
support for over 2,000 people 
a year to quit smoking and over 
10,000 one to one and around 3,500 
group contacts with school nurses 
to support children’s health and 
wellbeing. 

And that’s all in the context that 
Cambridgeshire is the fastest growing 
county in the UK, as confirmed by 
the 2011 census which evidenced 

a growth rate of 12%.  When this 
level of demand is combined with 
reductions in funding being able to 
balance our resources will become 
increasingly more challenging. 
Other pressures such as inflation 
(£9.7million), a growing demand for 
services (£9.6 million), increases in 
statutory responsibilities in areas 
such as Adult Social Care, Special 
Educational Needs and mental health, 
as well as capital spending (building 
new schools etc.), creates an overall 
savings requirement of £29.8million. 
Over the next five years (2016/17 
to 2020/21), it is estimated that the 
savings will need to be as high as 
around £101.2 million. This is on top 
of savings in excess of £115.3 million 
that have been made over the last 
three years.

So now you know. Bet you wish you 
hadn’t asked…

Trains 
Lots of people are interested in 
trains so you might want to attend 
an Open Day at Barrington Quarry 
on September 26th which will 
include train rides from the Quarry 
to Foxton and return. This will enable 
visitors to see the journey from the 
rail perspective and also view the 
unloading facility. 

On a more macro level Network Rail 
is leading early development work 
for an east-west railway as part of 
its long term planning process to 
identify future investment options. It 
has identified two potential corridors 
for the proposed ‘Central Section’ of 
East West Rail to link Bedford and 
Cambridge, via Hitchin or Sandy, for 
further consideration.

The study shows that the corridors 
connecting Bedford and Cambridge 
via Sandy or Hitchin offer the best 
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value for money at this stage of 
development. Network Rail will 
evaluate these corridors further in 
order to identify a single preferred 
corridor and then consider routes 
within that corridor. Will this mean 
the re-opening of Gamlingay station? 
Unlikely for two reasons – the areas 
of substantial growth are along the 
A428 and secondly the rail-bed at 
Potton has been built on. 

Schools in Gamlingay 
A number of residents have been in 
touch about the consultations that are 
current or have just taken place about 

the future of schooling in Gamlingay. 
As community representatives we 
are of course deeply interested in the 
issues facing the Village College and 
the First School. However - changes 
to the way schools operate that were 
implemented over the last few years 
mean that – bottom line – schools 
are no effectively independent and 
can do what the Governors deem 
appropriate for that school. The 
County Council has no input other 
than to provide help and advice if 
asked. Whatever the outcomes and 
decisions made by the Governors we 
of course offer what help we can.   

Got a problem? Issue? 
Something you’d like to discuss? 
Your Councillors are here to help 
you. Please do feel free to contact us 
with comments, questions, problems 
or complaints. We hope we can help 
but if we can’t we are likely to know 
someone who can!    

continued from page 7

Local hospice is on the lookout for new volunteers
A local charity in Bedford is on the hunt for new 
'befriending' volunteers for its new service.

The service which cares for people with life-limiting 
conditions is in need of more volunteers. 

St John’s needs befriender volunteers who can help 
support patients with activities like shopping, going to 
appointments or just helping to improve a person’s self-
esteem or confidence. 

Volunteers regularly visit people in their homes and may 
help patients continue a hobby, give them a hand with 
the shopping or other day-to-day activities such as just 
sitting and talking over a cup of tea.

Tracy Haddock, Head of Community Services for St 
John’s PEPS service said: “We have first-hand experience 
of the benefits of volunteering and the difference that 
services like befriending can make to people's lives.

“We need volunteers who are warm and friendly and 
people need to be able to support patients in their own 
homes, on a one-to-one basis. 

“We cannot change the outcome, but we can certainly do 
everything we can to improve a patient’s journey, while 
they receive our service.”

For more information about becoming a befriending 
volunteer for Sue Ryder St John’s Hospice contact Viv 
Tannis on vivienne.tannis@suerydercare.org or call 
01767 642445

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Cambridgeshire Hearing Help, the charity formerly CAMTAD, will be holding a demonstration of hearing help 
equipment at The Priory Centre, St Neots PE19 2BH on Friday 13th November from 10 am to 12 noon.  You can try 
out amplified telephones, TV listeners and alerts and see other devices to help you hear.  We do not sell equipment 
but can give you advice about where to buy.  Come along and make your Christmas a time when every sounds is 
crystal clear.

Contact 01223 416141 or enquiries@cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk for further information or find out more at 
our hearing help session at 58 Stocks Lane 10 am – 12 noon every 4th Friday of the month.

 Tracy Haddock - Head of service (left) and  

Paula McCready - volunteer (right).
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Help raise money for Jensen 
and Addenbrookes!
2nd October 2015 @ Gamlingay Eco Hub ,  
Stocks Lane. 7.30pm -11pm

On the 1st October 2014 Jensen aged 3 from Manor Road 
Gamlingay was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukaemia. Jensen started Chemotherapy straight away 
and this treatment will continue till at least Jan 2018. He 
has on average 36 Chemo hits a month and has already 
endured 11 blood transfusions. Jensen has been so very 
brave, he has had to spend a lot of time in hospital away 
from his 2 brothers and sister. We as Jensen’s friends 

would like to invite the community to help raise vital 
funds for Jensen and Adenbrooks Charitable trust by 
joining us for an evening of fun and entertainment 
provided by the fantastic Stacey Lee. Please come along 
be entertained, have a dance and a drink and support a 
wonderful cause. 

For more information or tickets call

Lucy Rands 07929 453235, Stacey Lee 07960 717088, 
Janette 07596 656867

Tickets in advance are £5.00 Adult £2.00 child or £12.00 
family ( 2 x adults, 2 x Children)  
Tickets will cost more on the Door

The Cock Inn Fundraising
 I am pleased to announce that as a result of today’s annual ceremonial opening of the charity bottle at The Cock, 
a record sum of £1,151.33 has been transferred to The Cock Inn Fundraising Society.   The Society supports the 
Milton House Children’s Hospice and Addenbrookes breast cancer ward as well as individual local worthy causes as 
considered appropriate.  A big thank you is therefore due on their behalf to regulars and staff, function organisers, 
quiz winners and other participants as well as occasional contributors. The Annual General Meeting of the Society 
will be advertised in due course for a January date, in the meantime if you know of any worthy causes perhaps you 
would care to make contact with us.  David

Gamlingay Allotment Gardeners Association 
Well at last we have had some rain and most of 
the plots look in top form. A couple of corrections 
to the last item in the Gazette. 1. The secretary's 
telephone number should read 07960981038 
and 2. A committee member was missed off and 
that is Peter Smith tel 07941835655 

Another cry for help. We have a Jaqui WALKER on our list 
as wanting a plot but we have the wrong contact details 
for her. If Jaqui reads this or somebody knows her can 
they contact Bob Gordon on 01767 650295 or e-mail 
gaga There is a plot or half plot available at Green End. If 
you are interested contact Bob Gordon the membership 
secretary and he will see if he can accommodate you.  The 
extended car park is working out well but if you park on 
the roads by your plot please be mindful of others who 
may need to use the road to reach their plot. We have had 
a grant from South Cambridgeshire Council and in the next 
month we hope to have two tables and benches available 
for the use of everyone. 

FEES ARE DUE ON 1st OCTOBER 2015. They remain the 
same at £15 per plot and £7-50 per half plot plus £5 for 
membership to GAGA . We will require one name only for 

the plot holder but anyone else may pay for membership 
of the association There is a new tenancy agreement 
which has been drafted by the committee and all plot 
holders will need to sign one which will be available at the 
A G M . The main difference is in the dates to bring them in 
line with our constitution with the Council. 

The A G M will be held on Tuesday 13th October 2015 
starting at 7pm 

 Your committee have decided not to join the National 
Allotment Gardeners Association as we do not get value 
for money and the result of this is that those people who 
buy their seeds from Kings will not be able to do so unless 
they wish to join the National Association as individuals. 

 Lastly may I, on behalf of the committee, say thank you to 
all those who came and helped on the work day. It was a 
great success and the B B Q afterwards was enjoyed by all. 

 Well there is still a lot of Summer left so keep picking all 
your veggies and please try and keep your plot tidy and 
free of too much rubbish.

Allotment subscriptions due 1st October 
A G M 7th October at 7pm

Hatley Parish Council 
Ordinary Meeting of Hatley Parish Council on Tuesday 20th October at 7.30pm in Hatley Village Hall. 
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Urgent appeal for funds to buy a 
storage container
A few years ago, Gamlingay Parish Council insisted that we remove our 

storage container from the Community Centre field, our storage base for over 25 years.

The agreement was that we would have storage in the Eco- hub, but earlier this year we were asked to move the 
equipment out temporarily whilst the Eco-Hub was being extended,. Then in May we were told that the Guides 
wouldn’t be allocated any storage after all. 

We fought to stay on the field, suggesting that the Parish Council purchase the temporary container from the 
builders, to put us back where we started from, but to no avail.  We were evicted over the Bank Holiday weekend.

 We have always been self sufficient, we have never asked the Parish Council for help with our running costs, and our 
container was no liability to the Parish Council. As far as we are concerned the answer is simple 

We are very grateful to R and H Wales for providing temporary storage for our camping equipment while we found a 
permanent solution. 

We are delighted to report that we have found a great site for a storage container, by kind permission of Geoff Titmus 
at Woodview Farm.  Now we urgently need to raise the money to purchase a suitable container.

How can you contribute?

By sending a cheque, payable to 2nd Gamlingay Guides to Irene Gray, 32 Northfield Close, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3NP

On behalf of the Guides, present and future, we thank you for any support that you can give this 
appeal.  

Irene Gray and Benita Scott – Guide Guiders

Should the proceeds of this appeal exceed the cost of purchasing a container then the balance will be used to buy new 
camping equipment.

The Governors of Gamlingay First School are embarking this week on a consultation on whether to 
become a 4-11 primary school and also an academy.  Chair of Governors, Russell Gray said ‘This is an 
exciting time for our already very successful school.  We are exploring ways to give parents even more 
choice over the educational pathways available to them to ensure the best possible outcomes for their 
children’.  New Head Teacher, Shelley Desborough added ‘I am delighted that the quality of education 
for all children is such a high priority for the Governors and parents of my new school.  I am very 
confident that by working together as a community we can raise standards even further’. 

The full consultation documents together with a detailed FAQ are available on the Gamlingay First School website and 
any interested individuals are encouraged to read them and write to the Governing Body with their feedback.  The 
consultation opens this Friday and will run until 9th October with a final decision being announced on 23rd October. 

The Governing Body of Gamlingay First School

New Police contact point at Hatley Post office
PCSO John Coppard will be holding two open surgery events at the Post Office in Hatley. These are 
being done to assist the community in crime prevention advice and as a point of contact to report any 
local issues that may be going unnoticed or unreported;-

The first of these will be on Wednesday 21st October 2015 between 7-8pm and the second one on 
Saturday 7th November 2015 between 4-5pm.

Please pop along and meet your local community officer.
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Family Announcements  
 
Forthcoming Wedding, New Arrivals, 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Congratulations on 
Exam Results, Driving Tests, etc (this 
excludes seasonal greetings ie: Christmas, 
New year, Easter).  
 
If you would like a mention, please send 
details to - nobbynewman@btinternet.com  
or ring Julie on 01767-651025 
 
Please note - These will get a mention, space permitting. 
Under 18's consent for publication must come from an 
parent or legal guardian, please state which when 
notifying me. 
 
Please allow sufficient time, see forth coming monthly 
deadlines in each issue of The Gazette 
 
 
 

     Thank you - Julie.  

Gamlingay W.I. 
Our speaker Mrs. Ellee Seymour, author of  “The Shop Girls”, gave an 
interesting insight into the background history behind the book. 

 Ellee’s research was based on true lives and the four main characters are still 
living in and around Cambridge, where the store, Heyworths, was the setting 
for the book.  Several members bought signed copies.  As an added interest 
to the evening, many members wore clothes and hats from the 1940’s to the 
1960’s, and photographs and dress patterns were also brought along creating 
a fun, nostalgic evening. 

by Gill Spaul

01767 650685



14     The Gazette October 2015

News from Gamlingay and District 
History Society
In 1887, the concept of a village show in Gamlingay 
was a long way off. However this was Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee year, and on Tuesday 21st June 
1887, Gamlingay celebrated 50 years of Queen 
Victoria’s reign with a day to remember. The event 
was held in a field in Green End owned by a public 
spirited farmer named William Turrell, who at that 
time, was fairly new to the village.

Secular gatherings on this scale in 19th century Gamlingay 
were unusual, but it appears to have been quite a day, with 
enough sports events to justify thirteen officials organising 
proceedings. Gamlingay had a population of approximately 
1,800 at the time, which is much smaller than today, but that 
did not stop the sports contests being restricted to Gamlingay 
residents only. A “meat tea” was included in the ticket price 
of 1/6, and dancing took place to music by Gamlingay Brass 
Band. The whole day was rounded off by a fire works display.

The History Society 2015-2016 season is now well under 
way, and the next meeting takes place at 7-30pm on Monday 
October 15th at Gamlingay Village College, when Peter Ibbett 
from Potton History Society who will give a talk entitled “The 
mysteries of Potton Manor, which is free to members but 
visitors are welcome at £3-00 on the door. Find out more 
about us and the history of our village  
www.gamlingayhistory.co.uk or visit our sister website  

www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk to view historic photographs 
going back to the Victorian era.  

Peter Wright

Gamlingay & District Writers’ group 
There is no Newsletter from the Writers’ Group 
this Month. 

The next meeting is 7pm to 9pm, at the Potton Community 
Centre on Tuesday 13th October.  The writing theme 
is Sci - Fi / Fantasy and literally the sky ‘s the limit for 
everyone’s imagination, story or poem.   

Have flying saucers landed in your back garden, or are 
there little green men on the planet  Mars?  we would all 
like to know, so get writing. 

Our meetings are informal and friendly and we have 
members of all ages and abilities from beginners to 
published authors, and we all discuss each other’s work 

in a constructive way. Maybe you are writing something 
else, so feel free to bring it along for members to see, but if 
not come and listen to the discussion of other folk’s work. 
We look forward, to meeting you, and make you very 
welcome.   

We make a small charge of £3.00 per person to cover the 
Room Hire and light refreshments. 

For further details contact Tracey Dawson on 01787 
654830. Email: gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Information provided by Emrys Sparks from the Writers’ 
Group and submitted by Jackie Bruce on behalf of Rhoda 
Ludford who submits the Group’s Newsletters.
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Help with home-start
Home-Start Cambridgeshire is a charity that provides support to 
families with at least one child under 5 who are going through a 
difficult time, Our volunteers give valuable help and support to 
these families for up to 2 hours a week. 

We support over 200 families a year and have a group of over 150 volunteers. 
We are currently funded by Cambridgeshire County Council as well as a 
number of trusts and foundations. Given the importance of community 
engagement through our families and volunteers we also undertake a number 
of fundraising activities to support our work including a concert at Jesus 
College, Cambridge, a fashion show in partnership with John Lewis, Hunts 10K 
and a highly popular Ceilidh. We are also supported by local groups such as Ely 
Folk Festival and Inner Wheel as their Charity of the Year.

The work of Home-Start Cambridgeshire is vital in helping families to develop 
confidence, independence and resilience. We support families through 
weekly home-visits to address diverse issues such as isolation, postnatal 
illness, mental health issues, disability, bereavement or those who just finding 
parenting a struggle. However, the outcomes of the home-visiting service from 
our Home-Start volunteers is significant. Our families are supported for a 
period of up to 26 weeks and after this time, there are improvements in feeling 
less stressed and anxious, improved bonding with their children and have 
increased confidence in parenting skills.  

Home-Start Cambridgeshire support works because it is based on trust and is 
non-judgemental. It is bespoke as it is designed to be flexible benefitting the 
whole family. Also, as a family can have a volunteer for up to six months, our 
support is long-term and consistent providing stability and continuity. Most 
of our referrals come from health professionals especially health visitors, but 
some parents come to us on a self-referral basis.

 Home-Start Cambridgeshire has been supporting families in the county since 
1989. We regularly run training courses for those who wish to become Home-
Start volunteers. Each volunteer receives 40 hours initial training, and then 
ongoing training, support and supervision. Our next preparation course is 
planned for the New Year 2016.

Home-Start Cambridgeshire has three offices in the county – Cambridge, 
Ely and St Neots. 

The nearest office to Gamlingay is in St Neots and the address is 32, St 
Mary’s Street, Eynesbury, St Neots PE19 2TA

Telephone number 01480 700242 Email address is office.stneots@
homestartcambridgeshire.co.ukwww.homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
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An Explosive Start to the term at 
Gamlingay Village College

An exciting new term opened at Gamlingay 
Village College with all pupils enjoying the 
benefits of practical science in our fully 
equipped laboratory.  Once suitably briefed 
on all aspects of safety, pupils were able 
to conduct their own experiments using 
sophisticated measuring equipment and 
of course Bunsen burners! This was only 

a part of a very successful first week of term which saw the 
whole school come together on 9th September in celebration of 
Queen Elizabeth’s record-breaking reign. Headteacher James 
Birkett commented that he could not have wished for a better 
first week in post and thanked staff, parents and in particular 
pupils for all of their hard work.

Across the village we will want to ensure that we contribute fully to 
Gamlingay First School’s consultation regarding becoming a full primary 
school. “This is a big issue for the community” said Executive Headteacher 
Rob Watson. “Gamlingay Village College and Stratton Upper School are 
serving their students increasingly well and it would be a shame if this 
work could not continue. “We are grateful”, commented Mr Watson, “for 
the strong support of our parent body, both at the Village College and at 
Stratton. We intend to host our own evening at GVC over the coming weeks 
where we can explain to parents and other interested members of the 
community why we believe we are in the best place to continue supporting 
Gamlingay, and also consider the longer term impact of any changes that 
are made”. We will ensure that the event is well publicised, including via 
both Stratton and GVC websites.

In the meantime

Stratton Upper School Open Evening (open to parents with children at 
GFS and middle school) Thursday 24th September at 6pm.

Gamlingay Village College Open Evening (open to all first school 
parents) Thursday 22nd October at 6.30pm.

To arrange a personal visit to Stratton Upper School contact: 
Richard Scoot, Head of Pastoral Care(01767) 220000, strscoot@stratton.
beds.sch.uk

To arrange a personal visit to Gamlingay Village College, or to discuss 
your child’s education at Gamlingay Village College contact: 
James Birkett, Headteacher (GVC) (01767) 650360, head@
gamlingaymiddle.cambs.sch.uk

To respond/ ask questions concerning Stratton Education Trust’s 
response to the current Gamlingay First School consultation, or to 
discuss your child’s education at Stratton Upper school contact: 
Rob Watson, Executive Headteacher (01767) 220000,  strwatson@
stratton.beds.sch.uk
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Incorporating Biggleswade and Sandy Lions Club Welfare Fund, Registered Charity No  1049281 
 

Meetings held on first and third Wednesday of each month at 8 pm at the Conservative Club, St Andrew's St., Biggleswade, Beds. 
 

All visitors are most welcome. 

       
 

Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club 
 

A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world. 
 

 
 

THANKS CHARLES 
 

Charles Wicksteed was born in Leeds in 1847, the son of a clergyman.  After an engineering 
apprenticeship he set up a  steam plough contracting business in Norfolk at the age of 21.  In 
1871 he moved to Kettering and went on to set up an engineering workshop. 
 
In 1913 he bought an area of land near Kettering.  He wanted to create an open space for local 
families, many of whom lived in houses with no gardens, so that their children had to play in 
the streets.  With his engineering company he provided both seats and playground equipment. 
 Wicksteed Park was born, one of the first leisure parks in Great Britain.  Indeed, he provided 
equipment for many such parks in Europe. 
 
Besides the fun of the roller coasters, flume and pirate ship and rides there is also a nature 
reserve and 147 acres of restful parkland.  He designed the railway but sadly he died before it 
opened in Easter 1931.  “Cheyenne” one of the engines was built in Bedford. 
 
In June this year, as in previous years, we will be taking a full coach of disadvantaged 
families, who wouldn’t normally have such a day out, to Wicksteed Park.  In addition, we 
also invite Bedfordshire Young Carers and give them a much needed break.  We pay for not 
only the coach, but also for admission and access to all the rides and attractions, as well as 
providing a picnic lunch.  It is thanks to you and your kind and generous support at our 
fundraising events that we can do this, one of our key events of the year.   
 
Would you like to help raise money for events like this, take part in running them and enjoy 
our social life as well?  To find out more, visit www.biggeswadesandylions.org.uk.  or speak 
Dave or Judi  on 01462 814693.  Quite simply, our motto is -  

WE SERVE 
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world.

Christmas is coming and…
Well the geese probably are starting to get fat but most 
of us probably have a little grumble to ourselves when 
Christmas is mentioned in August but hopefully it will be 
much nearer to the season when you are reading this.

Biggleswade Lions have had a good summer and we have 
met many of you at our fundraising stalls at the various 
village fetes. We have also heard some inspiring speakers 
at our club meetings, the last one being a speaker giving 
us a comprehensive account of all the wonderful work 
done by Macmillan Cancer Care. This was all the more 
impressive as the speaker was himself a cancer sufferer 
giving something back after receiving a lot of help from 
Macmillan.

However we have a very busy autumn and Christmas 
coming up and we have been planning our activities for a 
long time. Lions clubs have an annual celebration on the 
day that they were “chartered” so it’s a sort of a birthday 
party. In our case we are having our Charter lunch in mid

October to celebrate our Clubs 37 years of serving the 
local community. It also gives us a strong reminder that 
we are a part of a significant national and international 
organisation.

Once we get to December we have a very full programme 
of fundraising events with six tinshakes; in Sandy at Tesco, 
in Biggleswade at Morrisons and in Upper Caldecote 
at G&M growers. Sincere thanks to our hosts. We also 
have ten sleigh runs when our beautifully decorated and 
illuminated sleigh goes around local towns and villages in 
the dark to bring some of the magic of Christmas to young 

and old and of course we hope that Father Christmas 
will be able to spare the time to be with us. And some 
of the proceeds help us to provide Christmas parcels to 
over 130 people who are having a difficult time.

Our very special event is our annual Grand Charity 
Dance on 5th December at the Weatherley Centre 
in Biggleswade. We are fortunate in having the very 
talented musicians and singers of New Vintage+ who 
deliver a combination of traditional ball room and 
modern party dancing that suits all tastes. We have a 
hard core of followers who enjoy it so much they ask 
what next year’s date is before they go home! However 
we wish to welcome as many new people as possible. 
An enjoyable evening is assured with good music, good 
dancing and a plated supper at a very good venue and 
all the proceeds go into our charity account. Tickets 
are £18 and can be bought from Lion Judith Hagger Tel 
01462 814693.

Our Christmas activities typify what Lions is all about; 
working hard to help others but having lots of fun and 
enjoyment doing it. If this might float your boat a warm 
welcome is assured for anyone attending one of our 
meetings on a come and see basis.

For any more information about Lions and Christmas, or 
just Lions in general, call 01462 814693

Visit our website www.biggleswadesandylions.org.
uk to find out more. It’s not all work and no play – 
we have an active social side as well.

W I Meetings
September 15th  Speaker Reverand Dr Nicholas Henderson  Two of Henry VIII’s Half forgotton wives 

October 20th   Harvest Supper and Auction 

November 17th   Speaker   Miss Naomi Wallen Line Dancing 

December 15th   Christmas celebrations 

January  19th   Speaker  Ruth  Alynack  Hands on Craft Evening 
February 16th     Speaker  Geoff Lambert Medical Detection Dogs 

March 15th   Annual A G M with the Sandy Ukulele Group 
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Gardening Tips for October
by Karen Aitkins of All Green Landscapes Ltd

Autumn is upon us and the 
nights are drawing in but 
our gardens will have one 
last glorious display before 
bedding down for the winter. 
Autumn colours are at their 
best at this time of year with 
rusty reds, burnt oranges and 
golds. If you are lucky enough 
to have shrubs and trees with 
berries and fruits then they 
will be abundant now and 
the birds will love it! There 
is an old wives tale that says 
‘The devil spits or urinates on 
blackberries on October 11.’ I 
guess that’s one way of saying 
they will have gone past their 
best then.  Best left for the birds 
then maybe.

The days are noticeably shorter now 
especially with the clock going back 
an hour at the end of the month. 
Less time to spend in the garden if 
you’re working. So weekends are all 
important for the keen gardener. 

This is a good time of year for 
cleaning out the green house. Make 

sure the windows are cleaned inside 
and out to admit as much light as 
possible. Also disinfect and hose 
down all the insides to dislodge pests 
and kill off any infection.

Rake up fallen leaves and add to 
compost. Collect last of the fruits from 
any apple or pear trees. Lift and store 
dahlias, gladioli and other summer 
flowering bulbs.

Trim hedges again if necessary 
especially conifers but be careful 
not to cut into old wood as most 
conifers will not regenerate. Prune 
back climbing roses and tie back. 
Cut back perennials that have 
finished flowering and lift and divide 
overgrown plants to avoid clumping. 

Plant tulip and lily bulbs towards the 
end of this month and finish planting 
all spring flowering bulbs. Finish 
planting spring bedding plants this 
month aswell. This is still a good time 
to plant out perennials as they still 
have time to establish before winter 
and the frosts are still mild.

Lawns will need less mowing now as 
growth slows right down but it is still 
a good time of year to lay a new lawn. 

This is still a good time to scarify your 
old lawn as long as it’s not too wet.

I think this is a good time to put away 
or cover up our garden furniture and 
barbeque. I think we can safely say 
summer is now officially over. Apart 
from the odd bright crisp autumnal 
day I think sitting outside for any 
great length of time must be left to 
the more hardy of us.

Start planning for that perfect 
summer next year.

Green bin 
collection 
changes this winter
Don’t forget, green bin collections change to monthly during 
winter when far less garden waste is put out for collection.
 Monthly collections will start at the end of November and will return to 
fortnightly in March for the rest of the year.
 Collection dates can be found on page 24 of the autumn South Cambs 
Magazine or online at www.scambs.gov.uk/bins-by-parish
For more information visit 
www.scambs.gov.uk/content/changes-green-bin-collections-over-winter 
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The Guild of St Mary
Monday 19th October, 7:30pm at the Church Hall

Speaker: GamArch - 'Archaeology in Gamlingay'

All ladies welcome, visitors £3. 
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Gransden Lodge Airfield
Cambridge Gliding Centre held a "Women Go Gliding" in August and these are some of the 
photographs and results from that day.. 

Cambridge Gliding Centre, home to recent women's world 
champion Sarah Kelman, was excited to hold its first 
"Women Glide" event on Sunday 16th August from 10 am 
to 5 pm. It's was an event aimed at encouraging women of 
all ages to get into the sky. 

The "Women Glide" event was an opportunity for women 
new to the sport to fly with a female instructor in one of 
the club's dual control K21 gliders at a discounted rate, as 
well as meet other female pilots and chat with women also 
interested in flying. Members were on hand to talk about 
their flying experiences and to discuss what is involved in 
the sport, so future pilots can get a taste for flying without 
even leaving the ground. 

Tea, cake and other refreshments were available 
throughout the day. 

Gliders are aircraft without engines that use hot air 
rising from the ground to carry them to the clouds, using 
much the same principles as soaring birds. The sleek 
modern aircraft can travel hundreds of miles in the right 
conditions, without using any fuel and so they are the 
cheapest and the most environmentally friendly way to 
fly. The skill-based sport of competitive gliding allows 
men and women of all ages to fly across the country and 
compete at the same level. It is also a wonderful way to 
spend a sunny afternoon if you would just like to see the 
world from a different perspective. 

To find out more about Women Glide UK (WGUK) please 
visit the website; www.womenglide.co.uk

For directions to Cambridge Gliding Centre, see:  
www.camgliding.uk/cambridge-gliding-centre/
gransden_lodge.
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Open Class and 20m Two-Seater Class Nationals 2015  
1 - 9 August | The Organisation | Nationals website 

Open Class overall result 
# CN Pilot Country Glider Tot. 

1. 80 Davis Andy UK JS1c (21m) 6394 
2. E1 Cheetham Russell UK JS1c (21m) 5722 
3. XZ Evans Iain UK JS1c (21m) 5670 
4. N1 Harvey Pete UK JS1c (21m) 5496 
5. ZB Lapworth Shaun UK JS1c 5164 
6. WZ Nunn Alistair UK JS1b 4822 
7. XS Browne Richard UK JS1c (21m) 4589 

8. RC Kevin Atkinson 
Angus Watson UK ASH25 (25.6m) 4357 

9. 942 Reading Peter UK ASH25 (25.6m) 4050 
10. 48 Findon David UK Nimbus 4d 3882 
11. W8 Welford Robert UK ASG29 (18m) 3098 
12. 60 Paul Graham UK Nimbus 4d 2390 
13. 28 Ruskin Paul UK HPH Shark (18m) 2156 
14. 9 Ell is Rory UK ASG29 (18m) 1576 
15. M25 Smithers Colin UK ASH25 (25m) 1520 
16. PE Lintott Stafford UK Nimbus 3d (25.5m) 1474 

HC TJ Jenkinson Tim UK ASH31 (21m) 1301 
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20M 2-seater overall result 
# CN Pilot Country Glider Tot. 

1. 291 Tipple Kim UK Arcus (20m) 5673 
2. 2UP Fritche Paul UK Duo Discus (20m) 4966 
3. KPE Holden Mark UK Duo Discus (20m) 4831 
4. 38 Large Richard UK Arcus (20m) 4542 
5. 802 Birl ison Brian UK Duo Discus (20m) 4527 
6. 620 Sparrow Liz UK Duo Discus (20m) 3840 
7. HB1 Pozerskis Steve UK Duo Discus (20m) 3754 
8. XX Scougall Brian UK Duo Discus X (20m) 3673 
9. A1 Moulang Tony UK Arcus (20m) 3649 
10. AR Cook Ian UK Arcus (20m) 3611 
11. 8F Lewis Chris UK Duo Discus (20m) 3479 
12. 871 Head Wendy UK Duo Discus (20m) 3477 
13. 72 Jeffery Phil UK Duo Discus X (20m) 3383 
14. LEW Witter Rod UK Arcus (20m) 3325 
15. 440 Rice Paul UK Duo Discus (20m-w) 3232 
16. 494 Alldis Chris UK Duo Discus (20m) 3057 
17. 220 Tanner John UK Duo Discus (20m) 2893 
18. RV Hitchcock Julian UK DG1001M (20m) 2547 
19. KA Hall Jon UK Duo Discus (20m) 2298 
20. JF Fack Julian UK Duo Discus (20m) 2229 
21. LGC Hill Claudia UK Duo Discus (20m) 1505 

 
Powered by SeeYou 
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Scott Roofing
All about Scott Roofing, where to start!?

We’re a family run business which was set up 17 years 
ago. We have been trained in all aspects of roofing and all 
the traditional methods along with all the new current 
regulation and roofing products. We have been proudly 
serving Gamlingay and the surrounding villages for 
many years and intend to do so in the future. The team 
are friendly and polite and always willing to help. We 
cover a wide range of roofing products, ranging from all 
traditional clay roof tiles to all concrete interlocking tiles. 
We strip and re-place all old bitumen felt roofs, including 
timber work and facias. We specialise in leadwork from 
lead flashings to bespoke lead details and offer a lead 
burning service. We use a wide variety of slates from 
Welsh to Spanish, old and new. 

At Scott Roofing, we strive to ensure only the finest 
materials are used on the roof - in this day and age 
to source good quality materials is as important as 
the job itself. We work for domestic customers along 
with the local builders and can offer free advice and 
recommendations on all construction work. 

Did you know that new regulation has been brought 
into force stating all replacements of old flat roofs over 

habitable/ living space now needs a building notice? This 
doesn’t apply for (cold)garage roofs etc. You are obligated 
to increase the roof insulation saving huge amounts 
on heating cost. we install the insulation once the roof 
is stripped, turning it into a warm deck roof. The local 
building authority then make an inspection and issue the 
home owner with an energy performance certificate. You 
should also obtain a building notice with all re-roofs on 
pitch roofs too we can navigate this whole process for 
you making the whole job a lot simpler. The job itself is 
a hugely rewarding one even though a little dirty when 
you’re stripping 100 year old roofs! One of the main parts 
of any home is the roof so in my opinion its the most 
important part. We offer a service from start to finish, 
dealing with the same person throughout so you have 
peace of mind. The systems have changed over the years 
but the quality from us remains the same.

Here is some of what we do;
Chimney work , Re-roofs , New roofs , Nhbc work 
Slating /tiling, Insulation, Pointing , guttering 
Facia boards, Moss removal, Extensions, Leadwork

More advertisers profiles will follow over the coming 
months - Nick
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Gamlingay Parish Council
Here is the latest information as to what is 
happening in and around the village

Green End Planning Application A public meeting will 
be held on Monday 5th October at 7.30pm at the Eco 
Hub. The application will be considered by the Parish 
Council Planning Committee on the 13th October.

The Eco Hub car park will be closed for refurbishment 
from 14th September to the 16th October 2015. 
Emergency and pedestrian access only.

Church Street parking improvements proposal  The 
plan is now in the process of undergoing checks by the 
Highways authority, Cambridgeshire County Council.

Grants for village groups.  Application forms are 
available on our website and from the Eco Hub. All forms 
to be submitted by the end of October for consideration. 
We have a budget of £6000 for grant awards in this 
financial year. 

WI hall. The new door has been installed allowing 
access to the newly refurbished side area. This has raised 
planters, a picnic bench and a large canopy to protect 
users from the weather.

Butts playground. Will be closed to allow the 
installation of the new play equipment from the 5th 
October to the 24th October.

Old Methodist Chapel Rainbow preschool opened 
on 4th September with the new underfloor heating 
installed. The council secured the money from Cambs 
County Council through money allocated to improved 
preschool premises from the Station Rd development. 
Many thanks to all Rainbow staff and their committee 
and parents who managed the removal and reinstallation 
of all their equipment over the summer. We will be 
completing small fencing area in front of the new cabinet 
in the next couple of months. Hopefully the building will 
now be kept warm come this winter.

20mph proposal Station Road The County Council is 
consulting on installation of 20mph zone around GVC 
on Station Road and St Mary’s. This is with monies from 
the Station Road development, with Kier funding the 
provision to deal with increased traffic as a result of this 
development. Please support the proposal. Details are 
on the facebook page and will be on our display at the 
Village Show.

Eco Hub phase 2 This is being entirely funded by 
contributions from the developers of Station Road. 
There are 3 elements to the project. An extended and 
refurbished car park, an extension to the Eco Hub 
building and a new recreation area linking the Eco Hub 

to the skate park. The car park will be redesigned to 
maximise the number of parking bays including disabled 
bays and to make it as safe as for pedestrians. The new 
recreation area will include seating, a performance 
platform, a skate street, a kick about wall with a 
basketball net and an outdoor table tennis table. The 
extension comprises of a self contained suite of 2 areas 
including a kitchenette and disabled toilet. The extension 
can be divided into 2 and will be most suitable for 
business and educational use. The whole project will 
be completed by the end of October and residents will 
be able to view it on 1st November when the Fireworks 
Event is on.

New Cemetery The Council agreed to move the War 
Memorial at its meeting on 8th September. We did 
receive some positive comments from some residents, 
which were gratefully received. We will look to place the 
plaque or paving slab next to the new location to remind 
those where the original location of the War Memorial 
was (on the Station Road/Church Lane junction). We 
hope to arrange re-siting before the Remembrance Day 
Service on 8th November2015. The new location will be 
at the top section of St Mary’s field cemetery, adjacent to 
the new car park. We hope that some of the planting will 
be installed by November.         

New speedwatch co-ordinator  
As I have acquired more responsibility as the new Chair 
of Gamlingay Parish Council I have decided to hand over 
the Speedwatch Co-ordinator’s job to Hayden Jones. 
Hayden is a resident of Gamlingay and was one of our 
first volunteers to carry out the Speedwatch training. He 
is really enthusiastic and I am sure he will do an excellent 
job. If you have any queries about our Speedwatch 
programme then please contact Kirstin or Leanne on 
01767 650310 who will be happy to help you. 

As always, if you need to know anything about the 
work of the Parish Council or want the latest new 
on anything, please get in touch with Kirstin or 
Leanne on the telephone number above or clerk@
gamlingaypc.gov.uk or our website www.gamlingay-
pc.gov.uk or our Facebook page: facebook.com/
Gamlingayparishcouncil or twitter: twitter.com/
GamlingayPC.
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Vegetarian Recipes
Roderick’s There are many more vegetarian 

recipes in my book ‘Roderick’s 
Vegetarian Recipes’, proceeds go 
to Gamlingay church.

Celeriac is a lovely vegetable – sometimes called ‘Turnip Rooted Celery’; justifiably, as it has the taste of 
celery but in a root form. The recipe, below, has a fun title!  Perhaps suitable for Halloween.  Although 
cooked with the skin on, this may be a bit tough (It is very variable, perhaps it’s the way they a grown?)  
Leave the skin on, it can easily be discarded once sliced and on the plate.

The mushroom sauce adds an extra earthy flavour.

Ingredients (serves 4)
Celeriac, not too large – a medium size
Herbs – sprig of rosemary, thyme, tarragon
3 or 4 cloves of Garlic, bashed, leave the skin on
Butter – an indecent amount, about 3oz/75gm
10oz rice
Vegetable stock cube
A handful of Spinach, finely chopped.
Mushroom sauce
Glug of olive oil
Good knob of butter
1 clove garlic, peeled and crushed
225g/8oz button mushrooms, wiped and finely chopped
150ml/5fl oz dry white wine

Method

Heat the oven to 180°C, 170°C fan Gas 4 use the simmering 
oven on an Aga

Chop the stems off the top of the celeriac, this will also help 
it to stand upright.  Now really scrub and clean the celeriac, 
get rid of all traces of mud and grit; this can be difficult 
round the roots but persist, if you have to, cut back some 
roots.  Prick the celeriac all over with a long fork, this will 
help the butter to penetrate.

Wrap the celeriac with the butter, herbs and garlic, in a 
double layer of foil, sealing it well.  Place in the oven on a 
tray (in case anything leaks!), for about two hours.

Towards the end of the celeriac cooking time make the rice 
and the mushroom sauce.

Put the rice into a saucepan and just cover with water.  Add 
the stock cube or powder. Bring to a gentle simmer for 
about 10 minutes until cooked.  Wilt down the spinach (a 
mould for the maggots!) and stir through the rice.

For the sauce, Heat the oil and butter in a frying pan 
and add the garlic and the mushrooms and cook for 
3-4 minutes until the mushrooms are soft but have not 
released their juices. Add the wine and reduce by half. Stir 
in the crème fraîche and parsley and heat through.  Season 
to taste.

To serve, the Celeriac should be sliced into thin slices and 
served with the rice.and sauce

by Roderick Starksfield

Zombie brain and maggots!

150ml/5fl oz crème fraîche
1 tbsp freshly chopped parsley
salt and freshly ground black pepper

You will also need a large piece of wide aluminium foil
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Picture Puzzler
This month’s picture puzzler is another from a 
bygone year which shows a part of the village that 
has changed a lot, just tell me where the scene is.

Lots of people gave answers to the two picture puzzlers in 
the Summer special and you all still stand a good chance 
of winning. All you have to do is email your answer to 
nb777@btinternet.com or post it through my door at 82 
church street. 

Don’t forget you can enter each month or any time up until 
the end of December.

We did say we would let you know what the prize is so 
here we are. The overall winner with the most correct 
answers will win a Garden Centre Voucher for £25.

Gates Open at 4:30pm, Fireworks at 5.30pm

Sunday 1st November 2015

                    

          at Gamlingay Eco Hub

Gamlingay First School 

  Association Presents a

F   reworks 
   Spectacular

Tickets available from 
Gamlingay First School, Eco Hub,
Woodview Farm shop & Londis.

Tickets £4 in Advance (£5 on the gate)
Free entry for Children 3 yrs and under.

BBQ, refreshments

 and Glowies

Fantastic 

Fireworks 2015 

British Firework 

Champions

Lindsay’s Bakery

GAMLINGAY Players 
Present 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Christmas Pantomime by  
    Jan Cooper                                                            

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

Friday Performance 7.30pm 
Saturday Performances 2.30pm and 7.30pm 

Sunday Performance 2.30pm 
Tickets prices when purchased in advance or on the door: 

Adults £8.00/£9.00    Concessions £6.00/£7.00 (Under 16 & OAPs) 
Family ticket £25.00/£30.00 (x2 Adults x2 Children) 

Groups of 15 or more: Adults £7.50 Concessions £5.50 (advance booking only) 
 

Tickets for unreserved seating are now available 
from the Eco Hub or online from: 

www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk 
 



26     The Gazette October 2015

The Drover’s Ghost 
A haunting autumnal tale by Nick Bruce

Many years ago Gamlingay was situated on the 
main drover's routes from Huntingdon to London 
and from Cambridge to Bedford. Many of the 
Drovers had their food and drink in one of the 
many Inns and Ale houses in the village. Then, as 
beds were soon taken in the village, they would 
sleep with the stock they were driving in the 
Stock pens on the edge of the village. 

One such Drover was a regular who travelled between 
Royston and the market at St Neots and would always stop 
in Gamlingay to have a drink with friends and play card 
games of the time such as All Fours, Faro or a game not 
played widely in England, Reversis. It was well known that 
on his return journey from market he  would have quite 
a bit of money to drink and play cards with and would 
always win well which added to his tally of money. He had 
no family so if the village was busy he would sometimes 
stay for a few days to play the card games and try to add to 
his haul of money and sometimes gold pieces. Although he 
often won well at the card games he would never stay at 
one of the many inns with rooms to let, he would instead 
hire himself out to sleep in the stock pens to guard the 
stock from rustlers. This would mean that in a good week 
he would leave the village with a large stash in his bed 
roll which would leave him open to robbers, but for over 
twenty years he made the journey with no trouble at all. 
That was until one October night when his luck fearfully 
and horrifically ran out.

He had been playing card games all day with two well to 
do Gentlemen and had been very lucky and had won gold 
as well as money and also a haul of jewellery. The two 
men he had been playing with were to leave for London 
at dusk to catch an early morning train to the north and 
offered the drover a lift in their carriage as far as his home 
in Royston, which he readily excepted which at the time 
would seem harmless but in time would prove very costly 
to him and horribly  frightening to many others.  

Just after dusk the three departed for London and were to 
drop off the Drover in Royston on the way and all seemed 
well as they set off. Nothing more happened until the next 
week when a few of the regular Drovers and local villagers 
noticed the drover wasn't on his regular run with his stock 
something that had never happened before. After four 
weeks the drover still hadn't been seen and this was made 
even worse when a drover from Royston who only passed 
through the village once a month passed by with his stock. 
He asked if anyone had seen his fellow drover as he hadn't 
returned home for four weeks and people were getting 
worried. As the talk went on in the Inns that evening many 

remembered the last evening the drover had been seen 
and how he had set off with the two well to do strangers 
and it came about that no one  actually knew them or 
hadn't even seen them before or since.

Over a year later the villagers forgot about the drover 
until one foggy October night when the Carriage that was 
owned by the two strangers the night the drover went 
missing passed at high speed through the village and out 
on the Royston road. Although many heard the carriage 
only one person, the street lamp lighter, saw it. He then 
ran into an Inn near the crossroads and was mumbling so 
it was hard to hear exactly all that he said only that there 
wasn't a driver and the horses were at full gallop and a 
strange glow came from inside the carriage but inside was 
also empty. At this he collapsed on the floor and died in 
front of everyone and when he was turned on his back his 
face had aged by fifty years or so and his skin and hair had 
turned ashen white before everyone’s eyes.

Only two weeks later a mist rolled in late in the afternoon 
and as dusk fell the carriage was heard again and drew 
to a halt outside the doctors house who rushed out to see 
what was happening. As he neared the carriage the door 
swung open and in a complete daze he was seen from afar 
to get in and then it sped off. Three nights later the doctors 
body was found by a gamekeeper out with his dogs in a 
nearby wood with no apparent wounds but he was ghostly 
white from head to toe with a terrifying look on his face.       

After this everyone in the village was so frightened they 
stayed in after dark and if there was a fog and during 
the daylight the villagers would only go out in two's or 
three's. The carriage was heard from afar on a number 
of occasions but never seen until eight years later when 
a family that had recently moved to the area heard the 
carriage go through on it's way to Huntingdon. The two 
elders of the family, the father and son,  decided to wait 
up and see if it returned as before. They had heard the 
story many times but didn't seem as frightened as the 
other villagers. They wrapped themselves up in warm 
clothes and lit a burning pale outside on the roadside 
and huddled around it and waited. The villagers watched 
from inside their houses and a crowd grew in the Inn near 
the crossroads but no one would venture out to keep the 
father and son company.

After just over an hour and a half the sound of a speeding 
carriage could be heard, speeding and getting closer and 
closer. The father and son armed themselves with hedge 
hooks and stood firm. The carriage rounded the bend into 
the high street and still the two men stood firm in the 
middle of the road as the carriage closed in to surely run 
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them down. The fog that had suddenly appeared swirled 
around even thicker but the two men looked the galloping 
horses straight in the face, then suddenly the horses and 
carriage grew faint and vanished in the fog that then 
vanished itself leaving the two men alone in a deathly 
quite street. The two men looked at each other and went 
into their cottage to their family which left all the villagers 
that had watched the events of the night shocked, unable 
to speak, as they went to their houses.

The next morning a crowd gathered outside the house 
belonging to the father and son and their family that had 
so bravely stood toe to toe and beat the curse that now 
had surely been put to rest. The people waited a while 
until some of the villagers decided to knock on the door 
to hear the story of bravery from the two heroes, but the 
door slowly opened as they knocked on it to reveal to 

everyone’s amazement that the cottage was completely 
empty. Nothing remained, not a piece of furniture, food or 
any person that had been there the previous day, no sign 
what ever of life, it was as though no one had lived in the 
cottage for years.

After that night the village slowly returned to normal 
although no one would ever forget what happened, they 
decided it was better not to talk about those events but 
everyone wondered who the family was and what had 
become of them. Were they still alive or had they fallen 
victims of the carriage? Will we ever know?

That was many years ago and the answers to those 
questions have never been solved, The cottage, Inn, and 
Doctor’s surgery still stand, but one thing has to be asked 
in the month of Halloween, "Will those events ever be seen 
again in the village".  
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Our website; www.rspb.org.uk/thelodge  is the place to look for all of the events you can enjoy here at RSPB 
The Lodge this summer.

 

 
 

At St Mary’s Church, Gamlingay 
Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th October 

 

Come and join in our Harvest Thanksgiving 
celebrations! We’ve got lots of events and 
displays happening for young and old to enjoy 
over the first weekend of October in the church 
and it will be great to see you there. 
 

Friday 2nd October  
7.30pm Harvest Supper  

in the Church Hall 
Tickets £10 adults, £5 children, for a three course 

meal. Sign up on sheet in church or contact 
Valerie Miller to reserve tickets on 650779. 

 

Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th October 
2-4pm 

Displays in church including rural bygones, old 
farming and village photographs, crafts, plus tea 

and coffee available.  
 

Sunday 4th October  
10am Harvest Thanksgiving Service  

Join in with your favourite harvest hymns, listen 
to talks about farming at Wimpole Hall, growing 
food at Gamlingay Allotments and songs from 

Sparks junior church. 
 

All welcome! 
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The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity. In England and Wales, no: 207076.In Scotland, no: SC037654.

RSPB News from The Lodge
By Mark Brandon

October is one of my favourite months at 
The Lodge. Autumn really takes hold and the 
landscape and atmosphere of the countryside is 
changing as winter fast approaches. All types of 
strange and wonderful fungi appear across the 
reserve, firey red sunsets end the day, the trees 
are shedding their golden leaves and migrating 
winter birds arrive in flocks to forage for berries 
and fruits after their long journeys from the far 
north and east. Flocks of finches - redpoll, siskin 
and brambling, as well as fieldfares and redwings 
from the thrush family arrive , sometimes in 
large numbers.  Woodcock also winter here, but 
are hard to see as they sit highly camouflaged in 
bracken and leaf litter throughout the day. 

Winter migrant birds arrived here in much smaller 
numbers last year during a very mild winter, so we’ll 
be waiting to see what conditions are like and how this 
affects the numbers of birds arriving this year.

With luck, we may have a scarcer bird on the reserve. On 
a couple of previous years, a great grey shrike has been 
seen on the new heath and this has bought birders to the 
reserve from far and wide in search of a sighting. Although 
great- grey shrikes are fairly large birds that perch on tall 
exposed bare trees on the lookout for prey, they can also 
be very elusive and disappear for long periods, even when 
they are around a location for several months.

On the reserve, we have a busy season of birch and 
bramble clearance ahead. The heather is looking good at 

the moment with large areas of purple spread across the 
heaths, but it needs constant management to allow it to 
live and grow and not be taken over by the birch saplings.

Several work parties are coming to help us from local 
and corporate companies and use these opportunities 
to develop their staff and teams while helping us with a 
conservation project.

As the nights pull in and we prepare for winter, it’s a great 
time to come and experience a walk at The Lodge.

 RSPB The Lodge nature reserve and gardens is open every 
day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for everyone to enjoy 
and there are plenty of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entrance is £5 a vehicle for non-members, free if you are 
members or just visiting the shop.

The shop (01767 680541) is open every day (9 am-5 pm 
and 10 am-5 pm weekends and Bank Holidays) and has 
everything for people who love nature.

Our website; rspb.org.uk/thelodge  is the place to look for 
all of the events you can enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge this 
year. 

RSPB The Lodge nature reserve and gardens, 
Potton Road, 
Sandy, 
Beds, 
SG192DL 
01767 680541

G A M L I N G A Y    G A M L I N G A Y    

P L A Y E R SP L A Y E R S  
ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE FAMILY PANTOMIME  

FOR 2015 WILL BE 
 

'Aladdin'  

 
Performances will be at Gamlingay Eco Hub on: 

Friday 4th December at 7.30pm 
Saturday 5th December at 2.30pm and 7.30pm 

Sunday 6thDecember at 2.30pm 
 

Look out for further details in forthcoming issues and on  
our website: www.gamlingayplayers.co.uk 
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Jim Epsom relives memories of bygone Gamlingay
My memories of Gamlingay start back well over 
fifty years ago and some years ago I put them 
down for The Gazette, now I have given Nick Bruce 
permission to print them again in The Gazette, but 
this time along with some of Nick’s old photographs 
to accompany them. I do hope that you all enjoy 
them even if you don’t know the people involved.

The windy day that tore loose a barrage balloon from 
Cardington which left destruction in its wake from the 
trailing cable. It tore down Diffo Daniels chimney next 
door to Charlie Careless shop.

A proud Mark Dickerson when he bought his new 
Ferguson tractor and his Bean hoeing machine powered 
by a Ford 8 engine. The snow of 1947 with 20 foot drifts 
with Ernie Gore pulling the wooden V shaped snow plough 
with his very old Fordson tractor.

Old Jakins pushing loads of snow in his green dustcart 
with three  wooden wheels to the pit to await the thaw.

Ice skating one morning along Mill Street.

Sammy Jakes ,who at 4foot 6inches always pushed his bike 
to and from the Cinques

Reg Roberts, who always fascinated us by the way he road 
his bike with one leg.

The old square shaped Citroen car of prince Nicholas 
Galitzine, a Russian exile, who lived at The Red House 
Waresley (no longer red).

King Peter of Jugoslavia and queen Marie, his mother, who 
lived at Great Gransden during the war years, after being 
exiled by Marshal Tito.

Going to Biggleswade on a Wednesday or St Neots on a 
Thursday on a bus driven by its owner, Mr Omar Bartle of 
Potton. And Omar’s hat, a battered felt trilby.

The lovely smell of Billy Gilbert’s corn and fodder shop 
in Mill Street, later occupied by Len Green (who used 
to make traffic light puff pastry cakes with strawberry, 
apricot and greengage jam) after Billy Gilbert died.

 The re-appearance of white bread after the war from 
William Watson in church street and Freddie Siggs who 
used to deliver it in Watsons pony and trap.

Mr Hales who delivered milk from a churn on a small 
cream coloured cart drawn by a donkey

Saunders shop in Mill Street, with groceries on the left, 
with big black tins to hold rice, tea etc, and Maurice 
joking as he turned a perfect paper cone bag on his hand. 
Haberdashery was on the right, with all kinds of dusters, 
clothes and hob nailed boots hanging over the counter, 
and of course those natural leather football boots with 
studs made from layers of leather held on by three nails. 

The shop fittings were in beautiful polished mahogany. 

Wally Jones, who drove R & H Wale’s lorry during the war 
years and who married Molly Saunders.

The aptly named Derek Carter who drove R & H Wale’s van 
later on.

Not to forget Mr Savage, who had a similar shop in church 
street and a Bedford van for deliveries driven by Bill 
Abbott.

The cycle shop in the hut at Honey Hill.

The upright Reverend Redfern and the Baptist Sunday 
school which I attended twice to get stickers of bible 
scenes. 

Going to the Conservative club on a Sunday with them 
and enjoying a Wells and Winch golden lemon drink and 
a packet of Smith’s crisps with the proper twist of blue 
paper holding salt, and being served by Tom Tofts, who 
lost his arm at the elbow in the Great War, but could do the 
most intricate of jobs, including filling his long stemmed 
pipe.

Attending the occasional dance in aid of party funds with 
the Gamlingay trio of Stanley Cross on piano, Vic Hughes 
on accordion and Joe Fuller on fiddle. And the lovely smell 
of the club, of wood, Tom’s pipe smoke, usually Cut Golden 
Bar ( jack Albone smoked Condor Cut Plug) and beer.

Later when Jock Giles became barman, attempting to play 
snooker, without much success!   

Another amputee of the Great War, Mr Bill Theobalds, who 
had a three wheeled invalid carriage operated by a push-
pull tube with a hand grip brake on each side, which must 
have given him the upper torso of Tarzan. He repaired 
boots and shoes. After the second world war, Les Barford 
came home with an artificial leg and was able to walk very 
well and drive to.

The village was buzzing too when the far east POW’s 
began to arrive home, and I remember the happy tears of 
the time. I was 13 by then.

The cows being driven up Green End to be milked by Moo 
Gillett. You could set your watch by them.

Taking a can to collect milk from Peter Knibbs dairy door. 
And the 1/3 pint milk in bottles with cardboard tops. (You 
could put a straw through the centre), which he would 
deliver each day to the school. I hated it and even more so 
when warm.

The cod liver oil and malt in a large jar which  Diffo 
Danials gave by the spoonful to those he felt needed it.

Barclays Bank every Tuesday morning in the front room of 
Mr Ruben Cade’s house opposite the church.

More story and images overleaf
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And Margaret Minney next door, who cut men’s hair, 
singed the ends, thinned out with pinking shears, shaved, 
trimmed beards and squeezed blackheads as required.

And Vi Swift, a London evacuee, who had a ladies’ 
hairdressers shop to the left of Ken Worboy’s garage, later 
to be a TV and radio shop.

Mrs Tott, who had a sweet and greengrocery shop further 
down Mill Street.

And Nellie Bedford, who had a similar enterprise right 
opposite.

The outings which Nellie organised to such exotic places 
as Clacton and Hunstanton after the war, c. 1946/7, 
using Omar Bartles or Saffords coaches, not to mention 
the Hardwick Arms outings which Ted Hayes organised. 
The coach springs sagged from the weight of the twenty 
wooden crates of beer, enough for eight pints each!

At that time the pub had a painting of hooded crows in circles 
at each end of its name supplied by Royston Fine Ales, the 
pubs brewer.

Joe Leonard, whose glass eye dropped out and smashed 
in a thousand pieces as he stood at the cross one Sunday, a 
popular meeting place in those days. Joe lodged with Sailor 
Bill Jarvis, who lived next door to Blossom Hodge in Church 
Street.

Brother Bill Empson making a festoon of lights to hang 
around the cross and putting a load speaker in a bedroom 
window of the Hardwick Arms on VE day ready for a knees-
up in the evening.

The bonfire in the pit and Canadian airmen firing Verey 
Lights into the sky. They also fired them into two of Harold 
Jeffries corn stacks at Fullers Hill farm which set them alight.

Street lights going on again. The one at the Cross was 
suspended from cables between George Radwell’s and the 
Rose and Crown.

The very large keep left sign being put in place at the Cross.

The smell of horses being shod at George Lawman’s 
blacksmjth’s shop next to the armshouses.

Craftsman Ralph Norman cycling to work at George Wright’s 
where he was a sign writer.

Watching George Wright put a red hot metal tyre onto a 
wooden cart wheel which he had just made and the steam 
as it was plunged into water to shrink it on. His helper was 
Herbie Housden.

Buying my first ice-cream since before the war at Charlie 
Carless and the Standard Fireworks on top of the fridge in 
October - Little Deamons best. Collecting “Aeroplane Spotter” 
from Walter Hughes every other Thursday, price 3d.  

Collecting Great Crested Newts from the pit and sticklebacks 
from the brook near the carrot washer.

Ken Hughes falling in and being afraid to go home.

The smell of rooks nests in old oak trees along bankside and 
the owls nest one year in the onion loft along there.

Whatever became of Mazawattee Tea and Palethorpe’s 
sausages which were advertised with enamel panels on 
every local LMS station?

Harold Jakes driving the Summerlite van around the villages 
and selling everything from candles and buckets to paraffin.

Dear old Harry Gifford who worked very hard delivering the 
output from dairy farm cowsheds to local market gardeners 
to increase their production, in his ex-military Fordson lorry.

Ernie Gore who used to leave his Fordson tractor outside the 
Hardwick Arms at lunch time with the engine running. Ted 
Hayes was the landlord. Bill Ridgley’s watch repair service in 
Green End.

Watching the pulse in Bill Ridgley’s temple where he was 
wounded in the Great War. He was taught watch making by 
the rehabilitation services.

Those were my memories as a Gamgy Boy.   
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Gamlingay Pharmacy, 37 Church Street Gamlingay, 01767 650334
Opening Times: Monday to Friday 9 am - 6 pm/Saturday 9am - 1pm 

Pharmacist: David Feldman MRPhrMS

Tips and advice from your local pharmacy

Welcome to your local 
Pharmacy which supplies both 
NHS and Private Prescriptions. 
Services available include:-

Review your Medicines  - we can offer 
you a private face to face conversation 
with our Pharmacist about your 
prescription medicines;

Repeat Prescription Collection 
Service - to save time, we collect repeat 
prescriptions from local surgeries and 
dispense them ready for collection at 
The Pharmacy;

Confidential Help and Advice - we 
have a private Consultation Room 
where you can discuss your medicines 
or general healthcare with the 
Pharmacist;

Blood Pressure -  we offer a free Blood 
Pressure Check;

Dry Cleaning Service - pick ups on 
Tuesdays and Fridays;

Passport Photo Service - supplying 
Photo’s suitable for Passports, Disability 
Badges, Visas etc.

Helpful Advice from your local 
Pharmacist: 

SHINGLES (Herpes Zoster) 
Last month, we looked at Chickenpox. 
This time, it’s the turn of a related 
condition, Shingles.

What causes shingles? 
Most people will have had chickenpox 
in childhood and, after it has gone, 
the virus remains dormant . However, 
this virus, can be reactivated at a later 
stage and return as shingles. It’s not 
known why this happens exactly, but 
it’s thought to be a result of lowered 
immunity . This can happen to older 
people, those under a lot of stress, 
or who have a condition affecting 
immunity. Some chemotherapy 
medications can also temporarily 
weaken the immune system. The 
majority of people who get shingles 

are over 70 years old, and one in 
four people catches it at some time 
in their life. You can’t catch shingles 
from someone else who has it, or from 
someone with chickenpox, but you CAN 
catch chickenpox from someone with 
shingles, if you have not had chickenpox 
before. It is possible to have shingles 
more than once, but it’s rare to get it 
more than twice, and it is uncommon 
for children to get shingles.

What are the Symptoms? 
Shingles affects a specific area on 
one side of the body. The chest and 
abdomen are the most commonly 
affected areas, although any part of the 
body can be affected. An episode will 
typically last for two to four weeks. 
The main symptom is pain, followed 
by a rash. Before this, a sufferer may 
get a headache, feel generally unwell, 
be feverish and have burning, tingling, 
itching or numbness in the affected area 
of skin. Eventually, most people will 
get a band of pain in this area, which 
usually starts a few days before the rash 
appears, and can continue for weeks 
after the rash has healed. The shingles 
rash appears as red blotches at first, 
before developing into itchy blisters, 
very much like chickenpox. These will 
eventually dry out to form scabs, which 
can leave some scarring.

Some cases of shingles can affect one 
of the eyes (known as ophthalmic 
shingles). In these cases, symptoms can 
include a rash over your forehead, nose 
and around your eye, conjunctivitis in 
the affected eye (causing a red, watery, 
sticky eye) and vision problems.

Preventing the spread of the virus 
If you have shingles, you can pass the 
virus on to someone who has not had 
chickenpox. While you have the rash, do 
not share towels, don’t go swimming, 
and avoid contact sports. Avoid work 
or school if the rash is weeping and 
cannot be covered. You should also 
avoid pregnant women who have not 

had chickenpox before – this can harm 
their unborn baby – and anyone with 
weakened immunity. Once the blisters 
have scabbed over, you are no longer 
contagious to anyone else. 

Treatment 
See your GP as soon as possible if 
you think you have shingles. Early 
treatment can reduce the symptoms 
and the risk of any complications. Your 
GP may prescribe antiviral medications 
in certain circumstances. Some simple 
self care can help relieve the symptoms:

• painkillers such as Paracetamol, 
Ibuprofen or Codeine

• keep the rash clean and dry to reduce 
the risk of infection

• wear loose-fitting, comfortable 
clothing

• use a non-stick dressing if you need 
to cover the blisters to avoid passing on 
the virus

• use calamine lotion to soothe and cool 
the skin, and relieve itching.

Don’t use rub-on antibiotic treatments 
or sticky dressings, such as plasters, as 
this could slow healing. Your GP may 
prescribe stronger painkillers for more 
severe pain.

Complications 
The most common complication with 
shingles can be Postherpetic Neuralgia. 
This can cause severe nerve pain and 
itching after the rash and any other 
symptoms have gone. This usually 
resolves after three to six months, but 
can last longer. If one of your eyes is 
affected by shingles, there is a risk of 
scarring or inflammation of the eye or 
optic nerve. It is possible that the rash 
can become infected, so do see your 
GP if you develop a high temperature. 
Other complications are rare, but do 
contact your GP if you are in any way 
worried by your symptoms.
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Gamlingay Gardening Club
Details for Gamlingay & District Garden Club talks throughout the remainder of 
2015. Our meetings are held at the WI Hall at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday 
of most months and our speakers are:- 

7 October 2015                  Tim Fuller                          ‘Good Companions’

4 November 2015             Rodney Tibbs                    ‘Cambridge Colleges and  
  their Gardens’

2 December 2015               AGM and social

L.F.JARVIS & SON Ltd
General Builders
• Restoration & Joinery 

Specialist
• All joinery work undertaken 

from doors, windows to fitted 
oak units

• All carpentry works
• Upvc fascias, soffits gutters
• Property refurbishment
• Timber decking
• Painting & decorating
• All building services
Office Tel / Fax 01767 650 339
Mobile 07713 088 792

WORBOYS GARAGE
& FILLING STATION
Mill Street, Gamlingay

Serving Gamlingay since 1936 

Servicing and repairs on most 
makes of car and light commercials

Tyres -  batteries - exhausts

Tel: 01767 650 273

MOT
TESTING STATION

EST 1972

 DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
ENGINEER

Automatics, Cookers, Vacs, Dryers

Bill  Tangye

Mobile: 
07802 

393 331

Tel: 
01767 

650 750

Anstee Gorst
Chartered Certified Accountants

- Accounts preparation 

- Self assessment tax returns

- Cash Flow forecasting

- VAT, Payroll and Bookkeeping

- Business start-ups

Free Initial Consultation  Phone:
Antoinette Gorst ACCA

Sally Anstee FCCA
01767 650 700

Ground Floor Offices, Unit 30, Green End
Gamlingay Sandy, Beds SG19 3LF
Email: office@ansteegorst.co.uk
Website: www.ansteegorst.co.uk



For Back, Neck and Shoulder 
Pain and Stiffness

Gentle Whole body care

Longer than average Times

Some Saturday Appointments

Karen Moss
BSc (Chiro) MMCA

01480 473892

CHIROPRACTOR
McTimoney

General Chiropractic Council Reg No. 02138
Member of McTimoney Chiropractic Association

Grovemount Limited
General Builders

All building & refurbishment work 
undertaken

PVCu windows, doors & conservatories
Potton Road The Heath, Gamlingay

Tel: 01767 651299

The Paddock 
Farmhouse 

Bed & Breakfast
Telephone 01767 654137

Castle Farm, Hatley Road
Gamlingay
SG19 3HH

www.paddockfarmhousebandb.co.uk

Personal Care
Home Help

Companionship
Assisted Outings

Medication
Shopping

Meal Preparation
Other Services available

Tel: 07835 419093
Cara Hemmins

C & M Care
Many Years Experience

The Police
Non-emergency number:

101
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  The classic film with on-screen 
  lyrics so EVERYONE can join in 

                 

   
 

                                                                                   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for adults and children are free ....yes free!! 
 Drinks and nibbles will be available from when the doors are open at 6.30pm 

 Join in the fun of the big screen in the comfort of your local church 
 Words of all the songs will be up on the big screen 

 Please come early with your cushion and enjoy a pre-show drink 
 Costumes not compulsary but why not enter into the spirit and 

come dressed as your favourite character 
 Small prize for best costume 

Full information can be found at www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk 
or from 01767 650 178 

Flu Jabs at Greensands
Medical Practice
Greensands Medical Practice will be holding flu vaccination clinics during 
October 2015 for all over 65s and under 65s who fall into one of the at risk 
groups – please look at the practice website, www.greensands.org.uk, from 
mid-September for confirmation of exact dates and locations.  There will 
also be notices in each surgery and in the Chemists 
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It's a government backed scheme that pays you to produce 
your own electricity, heating and hot water

Sotham Renewable Energy is a trading name of Sotham Engineering Services Limited

www.sotham-renewableenergy.co.uk

Renewable Energy sources include Solar PV (Electricity), Solar Thermal (Hot Water), Air Source 
Heat Pump's (Heating) and Biomass (Heating) - all of these quailfy for government payments

We also have a range of other exciting products to enhance the benefits of the above sources - 
ask us about Tadpole's, Thermaskirt and Solar Cache

SOTHAM RENEWABLE ENERGY ARE FULLY MCS CERTIFIED TO DESIGN, SUPPLY AND 
INSTALL RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES INTO YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS. WE ARE LOCAL, 

COMPETITIVE AND HAVE OVER 8 YRS EXPERIENCE

Come and visit our on site 
demonstration trailer, have 

a no obligation chat and 
enjoy a cup of fresh 

fairtrade tea or coffee

If you change your expensive fossil fuel or Electic heating to 
an approved Renewable source, YOU COULD BE PAID UP 
TO £2,000 PER YEAR FOR THE NEXT 7 YEARS  plus save 

up to 40% on your current heating bills

01223 881 081                             info@sotham.co.uk

Sotham Renewable Energy
Home End, Fulbourn, Cambs, CB21 5BS

Tel- 01223 881081
Email- info@sotham.co.uk

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE RENEWABLE HEAT INCENTIVE or RHI SCHEME?

The Gamlingay Show 2015
Yet again, we are writing this at the end of August before The Gamlingay 
Show has actually happened! So we hope that all the hard work planning 
the show over the past year has paid off, that the sun shone, that the crowds 
came and everyone had a great time!

Next month we will give the list of all the Competition Class winners, a list 
of raffle prize donors and a review of the Show itself. 

As always, we’ve tried hard to make this year’s show one to remember and 
we hope we were successful. None of it would happen without the support 
of our helpers, judges, stall-holders, refreshment providers, demonstrators, 
performers, donors of raffle prizes, exhibitors and sponsors who gave their 
time, skill and expertise to ensure another successful year.

Many thanks to you all

The Gamlingay Show Committee



36     The Gazette October 2015

Over 50’s walks  
Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.   
Phone Miriam on 01767 654891 or email her at miriamjones@hotmail.com for further information.
Next walks: Wednesday October 21st 

Total wellness workout  
Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. £5 per class. 
Wednesdays 10.00-11.00 at St Mary’s Church Hall (near The Emplins).
Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall.

Soup lunches  
Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights 
Second Monday of the month, 8pm at The Cock, but to secure a table please come a little earlier.  
£1 per head, raising money for Charity. New teams always welcome. Varied themes.

Beginners Breeze at 10.15am  from the Hub, every first Thursday of the month 
Contact gill.kitchener@btinternet.com, telephone 07842 135732

What’s on in October

Gamlingay Community Centre Hub Community events. See Village information for all Library details

Monday

Libary open Toddlers’ story time and craft session 9.15am - 10.00am

Library open 2.00pm - 8.00pm

Tuesday

Library open Board games 10.00am - 12.00

Indoor Carpet bowls Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play 1.30pm- 3.30pm

Parish Council 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public Meetings 7.00pm

Gamlingay Players Hayley Parker 652 992 Small friendly society who  
produce plays and pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Wednesday

Toddler story time 11.30pm

Library open Free computer training Free, friendly computer training for beginners Please 
contact the library to book

12.30pm - 3.15pm

GEAG Gamlingay Environmental Action Group -  
monthly meeting

8:00pm - 10.00pm

Thursday

Stay and Play 0-5yrs Free. 1.30pm - 3.00pm

Health visitor Health visitor advice and Weighing clinic on 2nd  
and 4th Thursdays

Library open 4.00pm - 7.00pm

Youth Cafe and Club Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ 
Club YR 8+

5.15pm - 9.00pm

Gamlingay Players Small friendly society who produce plays and  
pantomime

8.00pm - 10.00pm

Saturday

Library open 9.30am - 12.30pm
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What’s on in October

Baby and Toddler clinic Community Centre Ecohub

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub

2nd Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub

Hatley Parish Council
Contact the Clerk Kim Wilde 650 596 or email  
hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info. Details on the website  
www.hatley.info or noticeboards

The Gazette

Deadlines

3rd October November Issue 

x November December Issue

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Rhoda Ludford for full details  
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

1st Tuesday of the month

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call  
Geoff Bruerton on 650748

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 7:30pm, all ladies welcome

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAMARCH)

First Thursday of the month 7:30pm at the WI Hall

Bellringers 
Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

Photographic Society Fridays 8pm Village College Term-time September to April/May. New 
Members welcome. Phone: 651025 Email: nickbruce7@btinternet.com
2nd October Presentation of The Image of the Season 2014-2015 
Trophies & Certificates. Competition No  1: - Open  Judge: Alan Goldby 
CPAGB BPE3 LPSNZ  EAF “C” Panel 
9th October An Evening with Andy who? Andy Hanson ARPS MPAGB 
APAGB FIPF (EAF) Andy’s own work plus The PAGB Awards 
16th October The Great River Road. The Mississippi from its source to 
the Gulf of Mexico - Brian Reid  
23rd  October Shaping the Frame - Jayne Odell ARPS

History Society 7.30pm, Village College Free to members, £3 at door for visitors  
12th October Peter Ibbett - The Mysteries of Potton Manor.  
20th October  - Harvest Supper and Auction
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Pre school groups and education 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 07703

770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814  

815 491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed

Schools
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510

Sports
Bowls Club Brian 651 020
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop 651 785
Breeze Ladies’ Cycling Gill Kichener 650 035

Halls for hire
St Mary’s Church Hall Lindy Gorton 650 581

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George  
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager
Andrea 
Hutchison

07980 
612 077

Churches
Baptist Church, Minister, James Gilbert 651 519
St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven Rothwell 650 568

Schools
First School 650 208
Village College 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Hobbies leisure and interests 
Gamlingay Players Hayley Parker 652 992
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Titchner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 
1145744

Friends of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
St. Neots Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Rhoda Ludford
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Gamlingay Lacecaps Pat Brunsdon 01480

385 351 

Youth groups
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 449 043

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Gransden 
Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

Pathfinder Scouts  
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480  
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

Gamlingay Young 
Lacemakers

Kay Palmer 651 532
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Cambridge county council
Adult Health and Social Service  
General Enquiries   0345 045 5201
Adult Social Care   0345 045 5202
Children’s Services   0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking  0345 045 5204
Occupational Health   0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/ 
Sensory Services   0345 045 5221
General Community Services 
General Enquiries   0345 045 5200
Switchboard    0345 045 5222
Trading Standards   0845 4040506
Waste Management   0345 045 5207
Education Transport   0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support  0345 045 5211
Streetscene  
(highways, transport and streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services  
(includes automatic renewals)  0345 045 5225
Citizenship    0345 045 5155
Family Information Service  0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

311 418

John McCall 650 039
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

Kirstin Rayner 
kirstin.rayner@tesco.net

Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544
Emergencies: 651 546

District nurses 0845 
602 4064

Child Health Clinic Thurs at Hub 01763 
249815

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510

Age Concern 01354 
696650

Car Care Scheme Alison Baker 07519 
493701

Police, ambulance, fire 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223  

376 217
Non-emergency Police 101

Community Police PC K Mahoney

Parish council Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Jackie McGeady
Vice Chairman Sarah Groom
Library Kate Laugharne 651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish Council  Clerk:
Kim Wilde 650 596

hatley-parish-clerk@hatley.info
www.hatley.info

Chairman: Margot Eagle

Politics
MP Heidi Allen 01954 

211444

County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345  
0450 500

Gamlingay Residents’ 
Association

Julie Newman        650685
www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk

Faulty street lamps 0800  
7838 247

Library Opening hours 
Monday 9.15am-10.30am.

2.00pm - 8.00pm
Toddlers’ story time  
and craft session  
9.15am - 10.00am

Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm Board games  
10.00am - 12.00

Wednesday 12.30pm - 3.15pm Free computer  
training (please book)

Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm

Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

 t: 651226 e:gamlingaylap@yahoo.com


