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Green Day 2 - Reduce Energy, Save Money!

Gamlingay is going green again this year on Saturday 19th October at the Ecohub. Come along from 10am 
until 3pm for a free event including stalls, talks, workshops and lots for kids to do.

Winter is just around the corner and as temperatures drop outside we start to turn up the heat and 
switch on the lights. But year after year our bills get higher and higher.

So we hope to demonstrate the many ways in which we can save money on our fuel bills and do a little 
something for the environment too.

Come along and find out more about solar panels, biomass and wood burning stoves. Also learn about 
small, low cost actions that can make all the difference to your household expenses.

Tours will be running to the Gamlingay Community Wind Turbine and to the new  allotments.

There will also be an opportunity to find out more about the new Millbridge Brook Park development 
and a chance to chat to the Wildlife Trust and local bee keepers.

For kids there will be story time at 11am, face painting, a craft corner, a treasure hunt and more.

Refreshments will be available provided by the Ecohub.

Saturday 19th October
10am ’til 3pm

Ecohub
FREE entrance

STOP PRESS, UP TO THE MINUTE!  CELEBRITY ENDORSEMENT FOR GREEN DAY!

“We are like tenant farmers chopping down the fence around our house for fuel when we should be using Nature’s inexhaustible 
sources of energy — sun, wind and tide. ... I’d put my money on the sun and solar energy. What a source of power! I hope we don’t 

have to wait until oil and coal run out before we tackle that.”

Thomas Edison 1931

For more information, contact the GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey, 18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155  contact@geag.org.uk  www.geag.org.uk



Hatley Village Association
 
Folk Night with St Neots Folk Club Band
 
Saturday 19th October  
Hatley Village Hall 
  
Eat, Drink, Sing, Dance! 
  
Tickets only £5 from: Hatley Shop/P.O.  
Tel: 650971 
 or     Peter Mann 
Tel:  651115 
Raising funds for the village hall and Hatley Church. 

ALL WELCOME!!

News from Gamlingay & District History Society
 

by Peter Wright.

The History Society has recently been given a large linen map of the track 
layout at Gamlingay railway station, dated 1896.  Measuring over a metre 
long, and showing the whole station yard at 1” to 40’ scale, it is signed 
by eight senior managers and directors of the London & North Western 
Railway Company. Although faded, the various tracks are colour coded, 
and at present we think it shows proposed changes to the track layout in the 
station yard. This was given to the Society by Mr Steve Wilkinson of Histon, 
who initially said we could copy it, and then ended up donating it to the 
Society – we are very grateful! If there are any railway enthusiasts out there 
who would like to see this map, and/or can provide more information please 
get in touch.

Dr Ken Sneath will speak on everyday life in the C17th and C18th at our 
next meeting on October 14th. This meeting will be in Room 2 at the 
Village College, and starts at 7.30pm. Take a look at our website, www.
gamlingayhistory.co.uk, or our sister website, www.gamlingayphotos.co.uk, 
to find out more about us and the history of our village.

AGM The Gazette

To be held at 41 Chapel Fields
8pm
9th October 2013
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Dear Reader,

I went back to South London for a day recently and one of the things that struck me was the pubs: to be precise 
how many have gone and how many have stayed exactly as I remember them from my childhood. Apparently, 
there are fewer pubs across the country than there have been since the turn of the last century. Estimates vary 
of the rate at which they are failing – some reckon as many as 26 a week – but the sorry sight of bricked-up 
windows and boarded-up doors where there once a pub is a common sight. So why is this? High beer taxes, cheap 
supermarket alcohol and developers using old pub buildings on prime sites in the heart of suburbs or villages, 
might be responsible. The Good Pub Guide is predicting that as many as 4,000 pubs could close in the year ahead. 
And it thinks most of them will deserve to go, for it claims too many just don’t come up to scratch.

Concerns about the state of British pubs is another way of being anxious about the way we live. Trace the history 
of the pub and you trace the pattern of attitudes to drink and drunkenness, to public morals and private work ethic, 
but also the decline in communal activity and the increase in privatized entertainment. Pubs are businesses like 
any other and, like all businesses, they thrive on picking up on trends; such as a growing hostility to breathing 
other people’s smoke, or contempt for binge-drinking, or running a pub that’s really an expensive restaurant 
hiding behind a themed façade that is nothing more than artificial charm.

What makes a good pub? Friendliness, good beer, a family atmosphere. Perhaps nothing fancy, just a chance to 
meet up with friends or even to have a drink on your own without being hassled…? The same question might 
apply to many of our most-loved institutions. I remember bumping into an old friend shortly after I’d been 
ordained and when he asked me where I was working I told him that I had a job at ‘the Good Shepherd’. His 
response was “That’s either a church or a pub”. I’m still wondering about the differences and similarities between 
the two.

What if there were a ‘Good Church’ Guide? Or even more worrying, what if there was a church equivalent to 
Ofsted? I dread to think how many churches might rate in either –  not because I think they are bad or failing, but 
because I think that the way we measure success, or what is good, is never entirely objective and can never be 
free from prejudice or other agendas. Facts and figures may help us determine success or failure, but I know that 
I don’t go for a drink in a pub simply because it’s sold more beer, or spirits or bar snacks than the other pub down 
the road. What counts most, for me anyway, is the atmosphere and the hospitality I might receive and be able to 
partake in. And in that way I could repeat the same sentence swapping the word ‘pub’ for ‘church’. Hospitality is 
at the heart of the Gospel and when hospitality is shared then the Gospel is put into action. I’ll drink to that.

Revd Steven Rothwell 

October 2013
6th Trinity 19 8am Holy Communion G

10.30am First Sunday & Baptisms G

6pm Harvest Thanksgiving & Gift Day 
Service E

13th Trinity 20 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H
11am Word & Worship E

20th Trinity 21 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

27th Trinity  22 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist & Baptism E
6pm Evening Praise G



Harvest Celebrations 2013
Harvest Festival Family Service: 
Sunday 13th October at 10:45am
followed by Family Harvest Lunch.

Coffee Mornings
Thursday 17th October (in aid of Sinai 
Orphanage, Keech Hospice and Vision 
Africa)
10:00am until 11:30am 
Why not join us for tea/coffee 
and cake? 

News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
J. A. M. for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service 
Sunday 27th October 10:45am. 

For Children:
J.A.M. 
Every Sunday 10:45am. 

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy (for children from 5 
years)
Saturday 26th October – 2:00pm to 
4:00pm 

Weekday Meetings:
Tuesday Group 7:30pm.
Wednesday House Group 10:00am.
Thursday Bible Study 7:45pm. (Venues 
as announced)

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! Please contact 
James, our minister for details of the 
next course.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 19th October at 8:00am.

Craft Group – spend time together 
working at different crafts. 
Thursday 3rd October 10:00am to 12:00 
noon.

Dear Friends,

As we enter October, we follow the circle of the year into autumn. Nights are 
drawing in, there’s a nip in the air in the mornings and the leaves are turning on the 
trees. As a child, I used to be saddened at the sight of leaves losing their green colour 
and turning to hues of red and yellow, to me this only spoke of dark nights, decay 
and death. 

Whilst on the face of it, the world seems to be shutting down, under the surface life 
is dynamic, far from dying, nature is full of vivacity: even as the leaves fall, in some 
trees, there is evidence of the beginnings of next year’s growth. Far from merely 
enduring winter, Creation is preparing, gearing itself up for an explosion of growth 
in spring.

Our holiday club this year focused on some of the animal stories, culminating in 
Noah’s Ark, and at the end of the account of Noah in Genesis 8 and 9, God makes 
some tremendous promises, setting a rainbow in the sky as a sign, a reminder of His 
faithfulness to us: ‘As long as the earth endures seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night will never cease’. 

God is faithful, He keeps His promises. Even in the darkness and cold of winter, 
Creation is preparing itself for spring. As a Christian, over the last thirty years, I have 
found God to be faithful in each and every circumstance. Whereas human beings are 
fickle creatures and as changeable as the wind, God is different, He is faithful to all 
His promises – and if you want to know what they are, the Bible is full of them... 
Even in times of difficulty, when darkness seems to overwhelm and we cannot see a 
way out, God is still faithful – like Don Moen’s song says:
 

‘God will make a way where there seems to be no way,
He works in ways we cannot see.

He will make a way for me…’

Wonderful and true – no need to hibernate, spring is approaching, God can be 
trusted – something to celebrate, a God to trust!

Very Best Wishes,,

 James.



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, 
and Bridget Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

Gamlingay Allotments 
(GAGA)

There is now a waiting list for new 
allotments. If you wish to be added 
to this list please contact GAGA for 
details: 

gamlingay.allotments@gmail.com

Alternatively, please drop a message 
into Leanne Bacon at the Parish 
Council Office who will pass the 
details over to the GAGA committee.

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other  
matters - please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

It’s been a very quiet August this 
year with everyone out enjoying the 
sunshine.

Guided Busway

You will recall that the County Council 
has been in court (nearly) with BAM 
Nuttall – the contractor for the Guided 
Busway. The dispute – which has raged 
for some years now – has been settled 
out of court you will be pleased to 
know. What might be somewhat less 
pleasing is that the settlement leaves 
the Cambridgeshire County Council 
taxpayer (yes, you) with a bill of £33 
million. 

AAArgh, you might be saying right 
now. The original cost – of £83.9m – is 
to be agreed now at £84.7m which is 
within the original terms of the contract. 
However, legal costs and other charges 
incurred during this lengthy dispute 
have meant an extra £36 million making 
a grand total cost of £152m. AAArgh 
you might say again before you ask 
where is this extra £36m coming from? 
Apart from a £3m “windfall” from 
the CB1 development in Cambridge 
the rest, dear reader, comes from 

you. £26m literally from the Council 
reserves and £5.8 already spent from 
our own transport budget – yes the 
money that should be filling potholes, 
building footways, planning buses and 
so on.  The outstanding balance will be 
covered over the next 25 years. 

Perhaps it is cruel to remind you that 
this project was sold to you on the basis 
that “not a penny” of Cambridgeshire 
taxpayer’s money would be spend on 
the Busway and that the contract with 
BAM Nuttall was so “robust” that there 
was no chance of anything going wrong 
with it. In any case an Independent 
Review is to be started of the entire 
project to see what can be learnt about 
project management – because we 
have a lot of other big ones on the way, 
not least the Ely southern by-pass and 
Northstowe….

Post-16 Education Transport

Post-16 students attending their 
‘designated education centre’ may 
apply to Cambridgeshire County 
Council for subsidized transport.   
This can now be done on-line: 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.
uk/childrenandfamilies/education/
furthereducation/post16edtransport.htm 
- please let us know if you experience 
any difficulties with this. There are a 
host of rules and regulations as you 
might expect. 

Are you a South Cambridgeshire 
Tenant? 

We have been receiving feedback from 
tenants that the housing repairs and 
refurbishment service is not great. A 
question at Council asking for details 
of complaints was not really answered; 
we were told that the company had 
received 40 complaints, but not how 
serious these were nor if the Council 
had received any above these. We are 
left still wondering how well the system 
is working! If you are a Council tenant 
or have concerns in this area please let 
us know  as we are anxious to ensure 
that this contract is managed as well as 
possible.

Traffic at the Heath

Residents of The Heath met with the 
Parish Council, District Councillors 
and the County Council to discuss 

reductions to the speed limit around 
the Iron Church Junction.  Everyone 
voiced concerns about the speed of 
some vehicles, in particular with 
reference to the problems faced by 
children having to walk along the 
verge from nearby houses in order 
to pick up the school bus at the cross 
roads.  Reports of children and adults 
being hit by car wing mirrors were 
particularly concerning.  The County 
Council Officer is now going to take all 
the information that was provided and 
draw up a draft scheme which will form 
the first phase of a potentially bigger 
scheme to address all the problems.  
There is only £3500 available at 
this stage but it is hoped that further 
sums will become available in the 
future which will allow for the speed 
reductions to be extended and measures, 
such as flashing signs, to be included.

Broadband

If you are fed up with waiting for 
superfast, or even slightly fast 
broadband to come to the area then you 
may want to consider installing a radio-
based broadband. If interested please 
contact Sebastian who will be delighted 
to pass on his experience. Currently 
getting 12 Mbps download and 8Mbps 
upload  - better than previous 0.47. 
Magic! 

Got a problem? Issue? Something 
you’d like to discuss?

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can!    *



News from 
The Lodge

by Mark Brandon

As the first fingers of Autumn take hold 
of the countryside, it’s nice to look back 
on the lovely summer that we have just 
enjoyed. The harsh and long winter 
seems a very long time ago now, but 
we have noticed that some birds were 
still fledging young towards the end of 
August; no doubt a knock on from the 
later start to the breeding season due to 
the very cold conditions. 

I am happy to report that some of the 
special birds at The Lodge, such as 
ravens, hobbies and nuthatch have 
raised young again this year; and 
although the spotted flycatchers didn’t 
pick their usual spots around the 
Gatehouse, (where they have easily 
been seen in previous years,) a family 
of these smart summer visitors were 
seen along the drive and near the hide 
around mid-August.

It has also been a pleasure to see so 
many butterflies and bees, especially 
after the difficult time they have had 
in recent years. The lavender that runs 
along the path to the RSPB shop was 
alive with these amazing creatures, 
one lady actually counted 151 bees of 
various shapes, sizes and species!
You may have noticed the building 
works that have been taking place this 
summer to improve the Gatehouse 
entrance. The wall at the entrance has 
been rebuilt and widened, the shop 
hasa much needed new storage area 
and there is a larger, welcoming Visitor 
Reception building to meet and greet all 
of our visitors to the site. Later in the 
year, new signage will appear to make 
navigating around the entrance and the 
driveway easier for all.

I think I can safely say that this 
summer was the busiest and best for 
our events since I started working here 
over five years ago. August started 
with a brand new event for us. We 
worked with the aptly titled Roger 
Crews, who, along with his team, have 
just restored the John Bunyan boat 
to promote the charity organising the 
proposed Milton Keynes to Bedford 
canal link. Together, we jointly held a 
boat trip from Bedford to Cardington 
Lock. Sixty people of all ages enjoyed 

a pleasant cruise on a sunny summer’s 
night and the profits were split between 
the RSPB and the Bedford and Milton 
Keynes Community Boat Charity. 
The first of the two annual Pantaloons 
outdoor theatre performances kicked 
off with Sherlock Holmes, followed by 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream at the 
end of the month. As ever, hundreds 
of visitors enjoyed the lively and fun 
performances and the Pantaloons will 
return next August, with both the 
Tempest and the History of Britain.

Sandwiched in between these events 
was a little thing called the Big Wild 
Sleepout! A brand new national RSPB 
event, we had ten tents full of families 
and another six with volunteers and me! 
We ran bat and moth walks, watched 
the International Space Station fly over 
twice and saw several Perseid meteors 
zipping through the clear sky. Next 
morning, after a five star breakfast, we 
watched the moth recorders showing 
us the highlights of the night’s catch 
before we packed up camp and went 
home tired but happy. All funds went 
towards Giving Nature a Home.
As well as these events, we ran a 
whole programme of mini beast safaris 
and other activities to help connect 
youngsters with nature and our local 
bat expert led another of the popular bat 
night walks.

The RSPB Lodge reserve is open every 
day of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty 
of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee 
- £4 a car for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting the shop.

The shop (01767 680541) is open every 
day (9am-5pm and 10am-5pm weekends 
and Bank Holidays) and has everything 
for people who love nature. 
Please check our website; www.rspb.
org.uk/thelodge for the events you 
can enjoy here at RSPB The Lodge in 
September.

The Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity.  
In England and Wales, no: 207076. In 
Scotland, no: SC037654.



 
During June, members of the Gamlingay & District Gradening Club gathered 
at The Emplins to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Club. The current 
Chair, Mrs Lindy Gorton, was also the founder and first Chair. Speaking at the 
celebration, she said “When I first started the Club, I had no idea how long it 
might last for. I’m delighted that it is till going strong after 30 years”. She went 
onto thank other past chairs and committee’s, and members for their support, 
before proposing a toast to the next 30 years!

Gardening Club 30th Anniversary
by G Williams



St. Mary’s ‘Good 
Neighbour Scheme’

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   

Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

Over the last six weeks, since the 
Gamlingay Cycling Club idea was 
first mooted, interest has been steadily 
growing. Nearly thirty local residents 
have been in touch expressing 
enthusiasm for the Club, across both 
road and mountain biking. Each Sunday 
in August, a number of the road cyclists 
have been riding out on routes ranging 
from 50-75Kms. This is a great start. 

Due to this initial support, we have 
decided to formalise the Club. First, 
we have decided on a Club name. From 
now on, we will be called Gamlingay 
Griffins Cycling Club. We have 
reserved a website address (www.
griffins.cc) and the next steps will be 
to create a logo and build a website 
that will host details about club rides, 
members, routes, pictures and local 
cycling news. We hope to have made 
progress on this before the the next 
issue of the Gazette.

Moving forward, Gamlingay 
Griffins will be an inclusive club, 
celebrating cycling for all ages, speeds 
and styles. Realistically though, the 
rides we do will focus on those who 
come forward to commit to weekly/
regular rides. We will ride primarily 

on Sundays between 8.30am and 
1pm but also during the week as 
agreed.  All rides will start and finish 
at The Wheatsheaf. Whatever rides 
lengths we do, the aim is to finish at 
the Wheatsheaf to compare notes and 
share ride stories (and a sneaky pint no 
doubt).

The club will require funding both 
personal and corporate. We are 
proposing an annual membership fee 
of £30 that will cover insurance and 
admin expenses. We will further seek 
to secure support from local businesses 
(for shirt sponsorship) and look into any 
institutional local government/lottery 
funding available. Fees will be paid 
into a dedicated Gamlingay Griffins 
account and be reviewed by nominated 
committee on an quarterly basis.

I’d like to thank all those who have 
come forward to date, expressing 
interest and riding out. I’m looking 
forward to building this club with all of 
you.

Gamlingay Cycling Club
by Neil Vose



Noah’s Ark Holiday Club at the 
Baptist Church 2013

At the end of August the Baptist Church 
held their 2013 summer holiday club.
During the club 30+ children laughed, 
sang and shouted daft songs almost 
till they burst. There were games and 
crafts in the Butts and everyone had an 
amazing time. How long till the next 
one…?  

Gamlingay Baptist Church Summer 2013



Biggleswade 
and District Art 

Society

30th Autumn Art Exhibition

Northill Village Hall
(opposite the church)

Saturday 19th October 10:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday 20th October 10:00am - 4:00pm

Free admission, 
Original paintings 

for sale, 
Refreshments

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall continue to be held on the
4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for £5, enjoy home-made soup, bread 
and puddings followed by tea or coffee. 

Autumn Concert

Saturday 5th 
October
7:30pm

at
St.Mary’s Church

£8 admission
(£4 kids)

refreshments
for full details:
www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk
Twitter@GamlingauChurch



The new term began at Rainbow 
on 2nd September and we said hello 
to some new faces amongst both 
children and staff. Kelly Hall has 
joined Julie and Suzanne as a new 
nursery teaching assistant and we 
welcome her to the Rainbow team!
 
Notwithstanding the holiday period, 
the committee and staff were busy 
making exciting plans for the return 
of the children after the Summer 
break. During the past year we 
have raised funds for the purchase 
of equipment for the Rainbow 
playground. Over the August bank 
holiday a team of willing “volunteers” 
generously gave up the chance to 
sit and enjoy what remained of the 
sunshine and spent their weekend 
constructing an outdoor classroom 
for the children. It looks fantastic and 
we would like to extend our thanks 
to Tony, Matt, Kelly, Kevin, Lee, 
Ceri and Oz (with apologies if we 
have forgotten to mention any other 
helpers) for doing such a brilliant job. 
We are so pleased that this will enable 
the children to enjoy more of their 

activities outside and hope that the good 
weather continues a little longer beyond 
August.
 
The construction of the outdoor 
classroom is just the start of our plans 
for the outdoor space at Rainbow and 
we intend to continue our fundraising 
efforts to replace some of our existing 
equipment with a new activity centre 
comprising climbing frame, slides and 
other playground favourites. By the 
time you read this we will have been at 
the Gamlingay Show. Watch this space 
for details of our other fundraising 
events. Please do come along and 
support us.
 
If you would like to know more about 
Rainbow and to meet members of 
the team, please come along to our 
open day on Friday 18th October 2013 
from 9.30am to 11.30am. We still 
have limited places available for the 
Autumn term and hope you will agree 
that Rainbow offers a fantastic fun 
and supportive environment for pre-
schoolers.

News from 
The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay,
01767 652157  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net    www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk



News from 
The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay,
01767 652157  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net    www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk



ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRESCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , 

Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Welcome back to our current pupils and a huge warm welcome to all of our new 
starters, it’s a pleasure to have you at Sunshine. We hope you all had a fabulous 
summer holiday and we’re very much looking forward to a fun packed Autumn 
Term.

We’re starting the new term off by encouraging the children to share their summer 
adventures with a topic leading on from last terms ‘Seaside’ onto ‘My Holidays’. 
The children have been recalling what they enjoyed over the summer, places 
they’ve been and their experiences with family and friends.

The children are reading Percy The Park Keeper, which leads them to learn about 
the seasons. Look out for pictures in the next issue of how the children have created 
their very own ‘Percy’s Shed’.

Little Rays of Sunshine is on Friday afternoon’s between 1-3. It’s a great 
opportunity for you to come along, socialise and allow your children to enjoy 
the facilities in a safe environment whilst familiarising themselves with the 
surroundings. Search for the group page on Facebook ‘Little Rays of Sunshine’ , or 
contact us for more details.

Gamlingay Social Club
16 Waresley Rd
Gamlingay
Tel:  01767 651775

COME AND TRY THE CLUB AND SEE IF YOU LIKE IT

FREE DRAW for all SATURDAY OCTOBER 26th 2013

Simply cut this advert out of the gazette, fill in your name and address and 
drop it in the free draw box on the bar in the club during normal opening hours.

Various Prizes, from FREE PARTY VENUE*, FREE MEMBERSHIPS, FREE 
DRINKS VOUCHERS, CASH PRIZES etc

Any Non Member dropping this ADVERT into the club will be offered a FREE 1 
Month Membership to try out the club .

The club is family friendly and welcomes new members at any time.

NAME:................................................................................................................

ADDRESS:.........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................... 

Contact Tel No:..................................................................................................

.
Email Address:....................................................................

*Club Rules Apply
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Golf club raid
A SAFE containing cash was stolen 
by burglars who broke into a golf 
club. The break-in happened at 
Bourn Golf Club, in Toft Road, 
Bourn, at about 10pm on Sunday 
(August 25th). 

The intruders, two men, are believed to 
have used a cream Mini Clubman with 
a black roof which left in the direction 
of Bourn. 
Officers are keeping an open mind 
over whether the incident is linked to 
a burglary at Kingsway Golf Centre 
in Cambridge Road, Melbourn, 
on Monday (August 19th) in which 
thousands of pounds worth of golf 
equipment was stolen. 
Detective Constable Andy Bates, who 
is investigating, said: “I would urge 
anyone with information about these 
incidents to come forward. 
“I would also ask residents to remain 
vigilant, report anything suspicious 
and keep an eye out for the stolen safe, 
which may have been discarded.” 
Anyone with information should 
contact DC Bates at Cambourne Police 
Station on 101, or Crimestoppers, 
(anonymously,) on 0800 555111.  

New Deputy Chief Constable
Quoted as “passionate” about 
policing, Cambridgeshire Police’s 
new Deputy Chief Constable has said 
he will not shrink from the difficult 
issues facing the force in coming 
years.
  
Alec Wood, 48, formerly Temporary 
Deputy Chief Constable for 
Lincolnshire Police, became Deputy 
to Chief Constable Simon Parr today 
(August 27th).      
  
Mr Wood, who replaces John Feavyour, 
said, unlike many other forces, the 
constabulary had identified a clear 
way of dealing with funding cuts but, 
like his predecessor, he would be open 
about the challenges. 
  
He said: “The fundamental purpose of 

policing is to deliver the best possible 
service to the public to keep them safe 
and protect the most vulnerable.
  
“I am passionate about the service 
we provide and my role as DCC is to 
enable the force to provide that service 
in the most efficient and effective way 
it can.
  
“I want to be as visible as I can be to 
as many people as possible. I will get 
across the county and meet, listen to 
and talk to as many people as I can to 
get the best possible understanding of 
the issues we face. 
  
“Like John Feavyour, I will always 
be honest and open about the position 
the force is in and if there are difficult 
messages to give people, I will not 
shrink away from giving them.”
   
Mr Wood said the force’s drive to save 
time and money by making the best 
use of currently available technology 
would be vital to meeting the financial 
challenges it faces. 
  
“We need to do business differently 
while preserving the front line”, he 
said. “The force’s programme to 
find technological solutions has been 
properly thought out and I will be 
looking for ways to support its delivery, 
making sure it continues to head in the 
right direction. 
  
“I do not see many other forces with 
similar funding issues identifying such 
a clear and transformational way of 
solving the funding problem and that 
makes Cambridgeshire Constabulary 
different.”
  
Mr Wood, who is married with two 
grown-up children, a daughter and son, 
was born in Lincoln but his parents 
moved to Buckden. They lived here for 
a time before moving to Wyton where 
Mr Wood attended Houghton and 
Wyton Primary School. 
  
Mr Wood’s main police service has 
been in Lincolnshire. 
He joined Lincolnshire Police in 1986 
and served in both uniform and CID 
roles. He was a senior investigating 
officer for a number of years and also 
the head of crime, during which time he 
oversaw a number of complex murder 
and serious crime investigations. 
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As a chief superintendent, he was 
divisional commander at both the 
East (Skegness) and West (Lincoln) 
Divisions, and in 2009 was appointed 
Temporary Assistant Chief Constable, 
responsible for protective services. 
He attended the Strategic Command 
Course at Bramshill in 2010, and 
following this was appointed ACC 
(Operations) in Derbyshire, where he 
remained for two years before returning 
to Lincolnshire last year as T/DCC. 
Mr Wood is the ACPO lead for 
Behavioural Science. He has an MA in 
Criminology. 
  
He said: “I have joined a force where 
I think I can make a difference and 
where I believe in the leadership 
which is being provided by the Chief 
Constable and the rest of the chief 
officer team.
  
“I lived in Cambridgeshire until I was 
nearly 12 so it has a sense of home and 
it is still an important county to me.
  
“There are many similarities between 
Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire, with 
a mix of cities and more rural areas, 
which mean my skills and experience 
will be well suited to delivering 
policing in this County.”

The Gamlingay Show 2013

This is always a difficult 
article to compose as I 
am writing it before the 
Show has happened! 
So let’s hope that twelve months of 
hard work in planning the show has 
paid off, that the sun shone, that the 
crowds came and everyone had a 
great time!
Next month’s Gazette will list the 
Competition Class winners, a list of 
raffle prize donors and a review of the 
Show itself.
As always, we’ve tried hard to make 
this year’s show one to remember and 
we hope we were successful but none of 
it would happen without the support of 
our helpers, stall-holders, refreshment 
providers, demonstrators, performers, 
donors of raffle prizes, exhibitors, 
sponsors who gave their time, skill and 
expertise to ensure another successful 
year for the Gamlingay Show.
Many thanks to you all.

The Gamlingay Show Committee

Dear Editor,
 
31st Annual Playscheme.  

We would like to thank all the parents 
for supporting our Playscheme, and 
we hope that your children enjoyed 
themselves.  The Playscheme receives 
a very much appreciated grant from the 
Gamlingay Parish Council towards its 
running costs.  

This year the local Cooperative store 
also gave us ingredients towards the 
cookery. Our Playscheme would not be 
such a success if we did not have the 
wonderful young people who volunteer 
to help us.  Many parents told us of 
the pleasure their children found in 
interacting with these young people.  

The volunteers who organise the 
Playscheme wish to thank these young 
people for giving up a week of their 
summer holidays, to help set up, put 
away, wash up, play with the children, 
sell sweets, play parachute, snooker, 
table tennis, supervise craft kits, and 
most of all 'find 'children to complete 
their kits. 

In September, with the head of the 
College's permission, I am hoping to 
upload some photographs onto the 
Gamlingay Village College website.
 
Yours sincerely 

Carol Wright  

letters



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

3rd October
15 Fairfield

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

In a nutshell

Shape Your Place helps local groups 
and organisations share news, 
information and promote events 
via blogs and videos. What makes 
ShapeYourPlace different from any 
other community online forum or 
website is the fact that local people 
can raise issues about their area and 
get a response from local public 
services within 10 working days.(http://
southcambridgeshire.shapeyourplace.
org/)

We have launched the site for South 
Cambridgeshire only recently and are 
looking for opportunities to spread the 
news across South Cambridgeshire. 

ShapeYourPlace offers opportunities 
to publicise local events and projects. 
If we can do anything to support your 
work within your local community, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
So if you have any questions at all 
about ShapeYourPlace please just email 
me.through the website. I'd be very 
happy to come and meet with local 
groups and individuals who would like 
to find out more about ShapeYourPlace 
and how it can help your community.

Anna Allen
Community Engagement - South 
Cambridgeshire County Council

W.I. Meeting, August 2013

A warm evening, with an almost full 
house, three new visitors and plenty 
on the agenda.  The speaker, Mrs Jan 
Cooper, gave a most interesting and 
informative talk on Family History 
Research – “Who Do You Think You 
Are?” Jan guided members through the 
various stages of following up family 
trees using parents, grandparents, 
names, dates, occupations, locations 
and documents as links, plus The 
Census and the Internet.  Jan’s obvious 
enthusiasm for her topic brought 
humour to her packed talk, and will 
probably inspire members to have a 
go at delving into their own family 
histories.

Gill Spaul

WIthe
INSPIRING WOMEN

Feeling lucky?

Would you like the opportunity to win 
£25,000 and at the same time, help to 
save lives?

For just £1 per week, you can enter the 
East Anglian Air Ambulance Lottery 
and have the chance of winning one of 
18 cash prizes available in each weekly 
draw, from £50 to £1,000. In addition, 
you will automatically be entered for 
our Accumulator prize which increases 
by £500 until it’s won, up to a whopping 
£25,000!

Playing could not be simpler. You can 
buy membership online or download a 
form on our website: www.eaaa.org.uk 
or just give us a call on 01603 489400. 
(Players must be aged 16 or over).

Supporting the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance Lottery is one of the easiest 
and most sustainable ways to keep us 
flying and saving lives.

Liz Rouse from Norfolk joined after 
she experienced the Charity’s work 
first-hand. In 2011 she suffered 
a serious head injury after being 
kicked by a horse and was airlifted to 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital where she spent 
three days recovering. Now she supports 
the EAAA by playing the lottery and 
this year became our first airlifted 
patient to win £1,000. She expressed her 
gratitude in a letter: “I would just like to 
say a massive thank you for the £1,000 I 
won. It came in so useful…it’s going to 
be a long healing process.”

Jody Fiveash, Lottery Manager: “Your 
lottery support helps us to save the 
lives of people in your area. The lottery 
contributes 38% of the Charity’s income 
and, as we receive no government 
funding, this is a vital part of keeping 
the East Anglian Air Ambulance 
flying.”

So, if you fancy a flutter, or you are 
looking for a present for someone who 
does, why not join a lottery which 
supports a service you may need 
someday – we need you today, you may 
need us tomorrow…



Windage

by Keith Warburton

He lay still on the cold ground. There 
is no official camouflage pattern 
called “mud” but his German Flektarn 
waterproof suit blended well enough 
into the muddy leaves and tree debris 
that littered the floor of the copse where 
he lay. Even though the pattern was 
not a perfect match to the undergrowth 
it was good enough; quarry notice 
movement before colours and patterns, 
and in order to be perfect at his task 
he’d learned how to keep still for long 
periods.  His camouflage clothing kept 
the mud off the street clothes he wore 
underneath, and when he had finished 
he’d be able to peel off the suit and 
stow it and nobody would be any the 
wiser as to what he’d been doing as he 
drove from the scene, careful to stay 
within speed limits because he certainly 
wouldn’t want to generate any police 
interest! 

It was a cold day and his leading hand, 
the one that took most of the weight 
of the heavy rifle, was clad in a glove 
made of thermal material. The other 
hand, his trigger hand, was similarly 
covered, but this time the fingers of 
the glove had been cut away to allow 
the delicacy of touch needed to ensure 
perfect performance. He was not using 
the weapon’s autoload magazine, with 
its potential for jamming and its ability 
to introduce small imperfections in the 
flight of the round, instead he would 
manually load just the one shot into the 
breech. He only ever used one shot. 

It was the Austrian army that had 
perfected this type of weapon over 
100 years ago, and with its virtually 
silent operation it had at that time 
become the rifle of choice for snipers, 
capable of propelling a lethal piece of 
lead faster than the speed of sound for 
over half a mile. His air-rifle had been 
deliberately de-powered so that the 
muzzle velocity was sub-sonic, so there 
was no supersonic “crack” as the pellet 
exited the barrel. Even then he’d fitted 
a specialist carbon-fibre silencer, its 
multiple baffles rendering it virtually 
silent.

The final ingredient, the one that made 
his gun such a stealthy weapon, was the 
method of powering it. Instead of a large 

spring to be compressed, which would 
let go its power with a great vibrating 
twang and a substantial kick, his gun 
had been pre-charged with compressed 
air, and when he pulled the trigger a 
precisely metered dose would push the 
pellet down the barrel at nearly 800 feet 
per second. With no kick to contend 
with, and with each charge of air being 
tightly controlled the accuracy was 
superb. He’d done enough testing to 
know that in perfect conditions he could 
put pellets into the same hole time after 
time at distances greater than he’d need 
to shoot today.

The matt black telescopic sight 
dominated the top of the gun, covering 
the middle third of the weapon, between 
the beautifully carved walnut stock and 
the machine patterned silencer at the 
end. He had used the Mil-Dot reticles 
on the scope’s cross-hairs to determine 
the exact distance to his target; forty 
five yards. It was imperative that he be 
accurate and he knew that in order to 
be absolutely certain of hitting a target 
zone a mere ¾ of an inch in diameter he 
would have to take into account various 
factors including air temperature and 
density. He’d looked up the weather 
forecast before leaving home and 
factored this into his calculations as he 
double checked the distance to target.

But this was not going to be an easy 
shot by any means. The circumstances 
dictated that he had to take it while 
lying prone, with undergrowth and low 
branches between him and the target, 
which was further obscured behind the 
Y made by two branches and he was 
going to have to shoot upwards at an 
angle of about twenty five degrees. 

Gently, silently, he eased his position 
to the left to get a more complete view 
of the target. Everything was still and 
silent now, he could see no movement 
in the trees – that was good! He slid a 
pellet into the breech and gently and 
noiselessly closed the bolt, the probe on 
the tip pushing the pellet right into the 
barrel and sealing it there. 

He blocked out all sounds around him 
as he focussed completely on the task. 
This sort of marksmanship benefited 
from a meditative state. He took aim and 
slowed his breathing: nice and steady 
now. His heart rate settled to a regular 
58 beats. He would shoot between beats 

so as to avoid the slight wobble his pulse 
gave to the gun.  

For a moment a thought intruded: he 
couldn’t afford to miss, there was too 
much to lose! But he forced it from his 
mind.  He let the cross hairs rise and fall 
with his breathing, moving up and down 
an inch or so against his target. Despite 
the 8 times magnification of his ’scope 
the target area wasn’t fully clear, but it 
was clear enough. He let his breathing 
slow further and then, on an almost but 
not quite complete exhale, he locked his 
breathing and brought the cross hair up 
to the target and held them there. His 
index finger took up the first pressure 
in the trigger and then into the second 
pressure, two millimetres of pull. He 
waited for his next heartbeat.

The warning signal that flashed through 
his brain was too late to stop the final 
gram of pressure that released the built-
up compressed air and sent the pellet 
hurtling on its way.

“Ting!”

Through his sights he saw the pellet 
disintegrate against the yellow painted 
steel target, right on the edge of the 
black trigger zone. Just a quarter of an 
inch to the right and into the zone and 
the target would have fallen and he’d 
have got the two points he needed to 
maintain a clear round

 “Plate. Hard lines, mate.”  The other 
competitors waiting for their turn on 
this target voiced their commiseration. 
‘Plating’ the target, hitting it but failing 
to knock it over, scored just one point, 
whilst knocking it over by shooting 
a pellet through the trigger zone to 
activate the dropping mechanism 
behind, scored two.

How come he’d missed? He replayed 
the shot in his mind’s eye. And then 
he recalled that warning niggle just 
as he’d pulled the trigger. He looked 
around at the trees and saw that the few 
leaves remaining were fluttering now. 
A breeze had sprung up just at the last 
minute, slight, but enough to push his 
pellet weighing just over half a gram, 
that critical quarter of an inch off course 
over 45 yards.

He hauled himself to his feet and, giving 
thanks for the elbow and knee pads that 
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protected his joints, he safely slung his 
rifle muzzle-down over his shoulder and 
moved on to the next target. This time 
he’d adjust for windage.

Background: HFT Shooting
Hunter Field Target shooting takes 
place in clubs throughout the country. 
Contestants shoot a course of 30 targets 
ranging from 8 to 45 yards distant, of 
varying sizes and with “trigger zones” 
of between 15 – 45mm diameter. 
Shooting is as realistic as possible, 
and takes place in natural countryside, 
often in wooded areas, where targets 
are placed with varying degrees of 
difficulty, sometimes in the open, but 
frequently partially obscured from 
view or with intervening obstacles. 
Competitors must shoot whilst touching 
a peg placed in the ground and from 
a specified position, standing, lying 
or kneeling. Guns are limited to a 
maximum of 12 ft/lbs of energy and 
thus don’t require a firearms certificate.

HFT is a genuinely open sport, with 
competitors of all ages, and it appeals 
to both male and female alike. On 
any weekend there are many family 
combinations taking part, including 
mums and sons and dads and daughters. 
Because the sport does not rely on 
physical strength male and female can 
compete on an equal footing. The guns 
used can range in price from under 
£100 to well over £1000, and most clubs 
have rifles that can be used by visitors 
wishing to sample the sport. There are 
age restrictions regarding ownership of  
air guns, and young shooters on HFT 
courses must be adult-supervised.

Because of the nature of the sport robust 
clothing is necessary, and the majority 
of competitors make use of Army-
surplus clothing – it is both cheap and 
durable, as well as suitable for general 
field sport purposes. For various reasons 
there is a great deal of second hand 
German military clothing in the market.

Some HFT shooters may also hunt, 
typically rabbits and woodpigeons for 
the table, but also pest species such as 
rats, grey squirrels, magpies and rooks. 
Under the law shooters must  gain 
permission to shoot from the appropriate 
landowner. All who hunt are concerned 
that they should kill cleanly with just 
one shot and not merely wound, and thus 
the ability to consistently hit the right 

spot is very important.

Because of their accuracy which ensures 
a humane kill, the quietness of their 
weapons and the extremely unlikely 
chance of an overshoot or through-
shoot, experienced air gunners are 
frequently called upon to control health-
hazard pests such as rats and feral 
pigeons in urban areas.

Finally, anyone whose car is stopped by 
police, for whatever reason, can expect 
some searching questions if they are 
wearing military-style uniform and 
carrying weapons!

The Cambridge HFT club is located at 
Shepreth. www.cambridgehft.co.uk

If you’re considering learning 
something new, the University of 
Cambridge Institute of Continuing 
Education (ICE) offers short and 
part-time courses to adult learners in 
a plethora of subjects.

Based in the beautiful 16th century 
Madingley Hall just outside Cambridge, 
ICE has a proud 140-year history of 
providing lifelong learning. Thousands 
of people come to the Institute every 
year to study an undergraduate 
Cambridge University award, a Master 
of Studies degree, a residential weekend 
course or a weekly programme.

With qualifications in subjects including 
astronomy, creative writing and history 
of art, and specialised weekend courses 
focusing on topics such as Mozart and 
his operas, birds in autumn, medieval 
palaeography and an insight into 
neurological disease, there’s truly 
something for everyone, and bursaries 
are available for many students.

Visit www.ice.cam.ac.uk for more 
information.
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New mower blessed at St Denis, East Hatley
 
The peaceful churchyard and nature reserve of St Denis, East Hatley has a new 
mower to help keep it trim.  On Sunday, 9th June, it was blessed by the Reverend 
Steven Rothwell, the Rector of Gamlingay and Hatley.  He said: “In seven years of 
rural ministry, this is the first lawnmower I’ve ever blessed!”
 
The churchyard is looked after by a team of local volunteers, who work to a 
management plan drawn up by South Cambridge District Council, which owns the 
redundant church.  It calls for the grass to be left until the wild flowers have seeded.
 
Local resident Peter Mann said “Every year we’re faced with the problem of cutting 
long, often very wet grass.  Our rotary mowers are fine if the grass is dry and fairly 
short, but the recent wet summers have made cutting very difficult, particularly in 
August or September when the grass has grown extremely long and flopped over.
 
“We looked for alternatives and this new scythe mower, which cuts an inch or so 
off the ground near the base of the grass, is far more efficient and will make our job 
much easier.”
 
Via Gamlingay 
and Hatley 
Parochial Church 
Council, ultimately 
responsible for 
the churchyard, 
a successful 
application was 
made to SCDC 
for its Community 
Chest grant, which 
helps to fund 
projects that benefit 
local people.
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POEM

It’s in the paper and on the news
If having a dog is what you choose
Then cleaning its Poop is up to You
It’s a lousy job to clean your shoe
Dogs can’t clear it up, they’re not able
And I know in time its Bio degradable
Meanwhile the germs are spread
Someone’s child could end up Dead
Don’t laugh at rules behind closed Doors
One day that child could be Yours.

by Jean Bates

 
Cllr Ray Manning, Leader of South 
Cambridgeshire District Council, said: 
“This is a great example of how our 
easy-to-apply-for Community Chest 
grants make a direct impact in our 
communities. I’m delighted the local 
volunteer group is so pleased with the 
mower and that it will benefit both them 
and the ecology of the churchyard.”

GAMLINGAY PLAYERS 
PRESENT

“The Importance of Being 
Earnest”,

the classic light-hearted drama by 
Oscar Wilde

Friday 1st and Saturday 2nd 
November

at the Eco-Hub

Book the date in your diary now!  
Tickets on sale from the end of 
September from our usual box 
offices –The Cutting Mill, The 
Hub and The Bargain Box – and 
of course on-line.



If you were out and about in 
Gamlingay around midday on Sunday 
4th August, you may have wondered 
at the number of elderly motor cycles 
gently making their way through the 
village. 

What you were seeing,  in fact, were 
about 50 riders taking part in the annual 
Hobsons Choice Run, organised by the 
Anglian Section of the Vintage Motor 
Cycle Club (VMCC).  

The run started (and finished) at Eltisley, 
and had a total length of about 85 miles, 
with the vintage machines chuffing, 
popping, purring and in some cases, 
wheezing their way along sun dappled 
lanes and through picture book villages. 
All very reminiscent of the illustrations 
in a Rupert Bear annual – now that dates 
me!  A lunch stop was organised at the 
Queen Adelaide in Croydon, where I 
(who was one of those riders) fell into 
conversation with Jackie, your Editor, 
and I was able explain to her what we 
were doing. 

The VMCC is a national organisation 
formed in 1946 by a band of 38 
enthusiasts and membership today 
stands over 16,000, with 80 sections 
throughout the country, and caters for 
anyone owning, or having an interest, 
in motorcycles over 25 years old. The 
local (Anglian) section holds a number 
of runs during the summer months, both 
at the weekend and, for those who are 
retired, during the week. We also meet 
on a monthly basis at our clubroom 
in Fulbourn, with invited speakers, 
particularly during the winter months. 
We are not entirely male orientated, 
some of our lady members have their 
own machines, or ride as passengers 
with their partners. 

Perhaps you have an old motorcycle 
languishing in a shed, or have 
sometimes felt you would like to acquire 
one, but would feel more comfortable 
if you could obtain some advice on a 
purchase, then give some thought to 
coming along to our meetings. We have 
a website at  http://www.vmcc-anglian.
org.uk/, or give me a call on
 01354 741099.
Roger Newark
Secretary, Anglian Section VMCC

Vintage motorcycle treat
by Roger Newark



2013 Christmas Tree Festival
IT’S BACK

and it’s going to be 
BIGGER and BETTER!

Calling all Schools, Clubs, 
Societies, 

Businesses, Pubs, Families, 
Individuals, Groups etc…. in 

fact anyone can enter!

Where: St Mary’s Church Gamlingay 
 
When:  Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th
 December 2013

To Register your interest and to  
book your space please call Phil
on 07957 472907 or email
phil@a-b-s.biz and leave your  
contact details 

PLUS…
We will be offering a limited number of V.I.P 

Family Tickets to the exclusive Christmas Rave in the Nave 
on Saturday 7th December 2013

(at a specially discounted price) 
See November’s Gazette for details

Could you offer someone a home far from home for just a day or two? HOST, 
a well-established charity, is hoping to hear from people who enjoy making 
others feel at home, and who would love to meet interesting young adults 
from other parts of the world who are currently studying at universities in the 
UK, and who want to understand this country better.

One host wrote: ‘It is a great to welcome these students and make them feel 
wanted. They get to see a good side of life in Britain in contrast to what they 
might learn from the media. It is also fun getting to know someone from 
another country.’

Invitations can be for a day, a weekend, or three days at Christmas. Sharing 
Christmas with someone who has little idea what Christmas is can be really 
special – and for the guest, much better than being on a deserted university 
campus. Invitations are urgently needed from volunteer hosts, no matter how 
far they live from a university. To find out more, please see www.hostuk.org 
or contact local organisers Mike and Mandy Talbott 01472 851084. Thank 
you.



WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

Over 50’s walks Meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Phone 654 891 for 
further information.

Thursday, 17th October
Wednesdya 13th November

History Society

Monday, 14th October Everyday life in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New members 
most welcome. Phone: 651 025.

Friday, 27th September 7:30pm Enrolment followed by Photograph to Artist’s cavas, Slyvia Ditch.

Monday, 4th October Competition 1, Open Prints only. Judge Barrie Hatten.

Monday, 18th October Colourful contrasts of India and Nepal with John Wrigley.

Monday, 25th October Melbourn trophy, 1st round v Swavesey. Judge Alan Goldby.

Gardening Club Monthly meetings held at the WI Hall, 7:30pm (not June July or August).

Wednesday, 2nd October Speaker Howard Drury on Corwall, The Unknown Gardens.

Wednesday, 6th November Speaker Ben Potterton, Andes to Amazon.

W I 7.30pm WI Hall.

15th October Harvest Supper.

19th November Christmas Past with Maraon Maule.

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College.

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor work. 
£5 per class. 

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Soup lunches Every fourth Wednesday of the month 12:30pm start, Church Hall.

Cock Inn, monthly quiz nights

Monday, 14th October Barry Jefferd.

Monday, 11th November The Gentlemen Players.

Youth Night Meet at the Ecohub, 5.30 - 7.15pm, Thursdays, for 9-14 year olds.



WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30 - 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.hatley.
info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the public 
are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now held 
quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, July and 
October.

The Gazette

Friday, 4th October Copy deadline for November edition

Wednesday, 9th October AGM, 41 Chapel Fields, 8pm

Friday, 1st November Copy deadline for December edition

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 7:30pm, all welcome.

Monday, 21st October ‘My Scotland’, by Mr Evans

Monday, 17th November Celebrating 40 years

Gamlingay Players Jan Cooper 650 178

Tuesdays 8pm Ecohub

Thursdays 8pm venue varies

Gamlingay Archaelogical Group 
(GAGARCH) monthly meetings 7:30pm at the WI Hall



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Ecohub
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

continued on page 27

Gamlingay Young Lace Makers
Trip to see the Lace Guild Triennial Competition ‘Contrasts’.

On 22nd June, 2013 eight young lace makers and eight adults went in a mini bus and one car to The Red House Cone, Stourbridge.
Our young lace makers have been busy for a year. And now it was time to see their work in the exhibition.
Their work was judged early in June.
Our younger members, Emily, Kate, Ffion, Jodie, Keelyn, Libby, Sophie K, and Hollie worked on a noughts and crosses game. 
The title for their piece was ‘Win or Lose’.

They won a medal of excellence and the Young Lace Makers Group 
Trophy.
Lara and Sophie S worked on this piece called Rain or Shine.

Although they did not win a prize I am sure you would agree their 
piece is very striking.

Our oldest member, Isabel worked on this piece 
called ‘Little and Large’.

She won a medal of excellence and her class Trophy.

Well done to all the girls for their hard work.
Also on display were pieces that four girls entered 
for the Lace Guild Convention held earlier this year. 
On the following page is a picture of Kate, 
Libby, Sophie S and Keelyn’s work

Kate won second prize for her picture of a 
pram.

The vice chair of the Lace Guild kindly 
took us to the Lace Guild headquarters 

which was just down the road. The 
girls found it fascinating to see really 
old lace. They also saw the Lace 
Guild library which houses the largest 
collection of lace books in the world.
At the Red House Glass Cone they 
have demonstrations of glass blowing 
which was really fascinating to watch. 
They even managed to make some 
popcorn in the glass bowl they had 
blown whilst still hot!!
Below are comments from the girls 
about their trip.
Emily wrote “On our day out we went 
to the lace exhibition. I thought some 
of the lace was really interesting and 
beautiful.”
Sophie K wrote “I liked our day out. I 
liked the fire and ice piece. The shoes 
were beautiful and ours.”
Isabel wrote “I liked the variety of the 
exhibition especially the waistcoat 
made of lace oak leaves and the 
awesome 3D elephant.”
Sophie S wrote “I really liked looking 
at all the lace work and it gave me great 
ideas for my next piece. I really wish 
we could go again. Hopefully we will 
next time.”



continued from page 26 Keelyn wrote “I Really enjoyed 
everything about my outing with the lace 
group. It is fascinating to see all different 
lace that people have made. I enjoyed 
seeing our lace that we put so much 
effort into, to have won. I loved the 
delicate veils for the weddings and the 
fans. I also loved the masks and swans. 
Thank you to all our lace teachers for 
organising this amazing trip.”
Kate wrote “I really enjoyed visiting 
Lace at the Red Glass Cone. It was very 
interesting seeing different pieces of 
lace; they looked fantastic and the people 
who made them are gifted.
My favourite bit about the trip was 
seeing my lace there. The lace pram 
won second place in the Lace Guild 
convention competition and I was very 
proud to see it with a rosette next to it.
All in all I had a brilliant day filled with 
fun.”

Jodi wrote” I enjoyed looking 
at the lovely lace. I especially 
loved the 3D elephant.
I liked a piece called Good 
and Evil.
I liked looking at the lace we 
made.
The lace museum was very 
interesting,
I liked watching the glass 
blowing and looking at the 
glass.

 A group pictures of 
Gamlingay Young Lace 
Makers.

We had a really good day out.
Thank you to the Village Show 
Committee for their kind donation last 
year which made it possible for us to go 
as a group.



It’s a technical world out there.

It seems that whatever you want 
do and wherever you want to go 
today your life will be mediated 
by a computer. Can you think 
of any job that doesn’t, in some 
way, use a computer or computer 
information. This is also true of our 
home lives,whether it’s shopping, 
travelling, gaining information or just 
communicating with people. Some 
might think it is a backward step to 
have to use technology to keep in 
touch with friends but remember if 
you will, when we had families in 
Australia and we might get a solitary 
phone call at Christmas and the only 
thing we could think to ask was, 
“What time it is where you are and 
what’s the weather like oh and how 
is Uncle Roger’s head - we heard he 
had a metal plate put in.”  Now I can 
Skype the lot and not have to make 
that terrible twenty-four hour flight 
(so my reluctance to go there turns 
into a green badge for me). 

My point is that good sensible use of 
technology is a green issue. Regular 
readers of this column will know my 
style and will have guessed by now 
that I am working up to something. 
Patience dear reader.

I have been a vocal supporter of 
working from home for a few 
decades now. In my life (so far) I 
have worked for some of the largest 
companies in the UK and in each 
case influenced the practice of 
working from home and encouraged 
the use of technology to allow it.  I 
championed this because travelling 
into London just to use a computer 
all day makes no sense, because 
building vast buildings to house 
such people also makes no sense,  
and travelling to a meeting to see 
somebody you know perfectly well 
also makes no sense. So the world 
changes and changes our behaviour 
to improve our lifestyle, our work-

life balance and more importantly, 
our ability to use the planet more 
responsibly. 

So too at the Hub, ( I know you were 
wondering when  I’d get round to it). We 
have a strong technology offering for 
the community in the form of computers 
and  internet access for the public. 
We use computers to run the booking 
and invoicing software. We have also 
installed routers such that visitors can 
use their own laptops to get an internet 
service, and so on..
The problem is, all this needs managing.  

New IT Trustee needed.

Are you technically minded? Are you 
fascinated by the amazing success of IT 
in general  - do you find yourself saying 
“ try switching it on and off again” 
regularly to your family? And do you . 
like me . have a passion for empowering 
communities and their use of technology 
to make sure everybody can enjoy access 
to information, cheaper shopping and 
rapid communication with their friends 
and family.  (If you are nodding as you 
read this . it’s you!)?

We need you!

We have choices to make in the running 
of the Eco-hub . one of which is how 
much we spend on external service 
providers and how much we do for 
ourselves. I am sure that we have the 
skills in the village to be able to look 
after our own IT at the Hub rather than 
having to spend money elsewhere. I 
am sure you too would like to see the 
maximum  use of our community money 
on the services that matter most.  I would 
be grateful if you could contact me if 
you think you could help us  - or if you 
know somebody - feel free to slip their 
name to me and I’ll have a little chat 
with them.  It not  a big job  and might 
take as little as an hour a week, but it is 
vital to the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the centre.
You know who you are and you know 

where to find me – through the Hub!

Other things happening. 

The summer has been much busier 
than last summer with many new 
events taking place. Many of you 
have enjoyed participating in the 
weekly Craft Clubs and due to the 
success they will now become a 
regular feature at the Hub. The 
new weekly Craft Sessions every 
Wednesday - Messy Makers  (I’m 
glad I’m not the one with a mop!) 
Open to babies through to school 
age children.  There is also an 
after-school craft club. The ‘Sure 
Start’ Baby Group has been running 
successfully but is moving to a 
Thursday afternoon, starting from 
12th September. See our Facebook 
page for the most regular updates 
possible

And finally...

I heard recently about a woman 
who called her husband during the 
day and asked him to pick up some 
organic vegetables for that night’s 
dinner. He arrived at the greengrocers  
and began to search for organic 
vegetables before finally asking a 
nearby assistant where they were. 
The assistant  didn’t know what he 
was talking about, so the husband 
said: “These vegetables are for my 
wife. Have they been sprayed with 
poisonous chemicals”. To which the 
assistant replied, “No, sir, you will 
have to do that yourself.”

John Mercer
Chair  
Gamlingay Community Centre



Monday
Slimming World Friendly weight loss group   17:30 & 19:30
Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout  10:00 - 11:00
Hot Steps Dance Academy Childrens’ dance classes  16:00 - 18:15
Joolz Clarke Body Conditioning work out class   19:30-20:30

Tuesday
Baby and Toddler Group Arts, crafts and General play  09:30 - 11:30
Parish Council 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month Public 

Meetings
19:00

Yoga Gentle and friendly class - all levels 19:30 - 21:00
Gamlingay Players Small friendly society who produce plays and 

pantomime
20:00 - 22:00

Indoor Carpet bowls Friendly group, just drop in and pay and play 13:00 - 15:00 
16:00 - 18:00

Wednesday
Sure Start Baby and Baby club 10:00 - 11:00
Toddler Group Toddler story time 11:00 - 11:30

Play together time 11:30 - 12:00
Art Class Draw and paint in water colour  10:00 - 12:00
Self Defence and Fitness Training Children and adult classes  18:00 - 20:00
GEAG Gamlingay Environmental Action Group - monthly 

meeting
20:00 - 22:00

Computer drop-in Free, friendly computer training for beginners 13:00 - 15:00

Thursday
Youth Cafe and Club Local children’s group - Cafe YR4+ 

Club YR 8+
17:15 - 21:00

Alice Lucus Fabulous fun for feet, fingers and faces 10:00 - 11:00
Gamlingay
Players

Small friendly society who produce plays and 
pantomime

20:00 - 22:00

Soft play Ball pit, soft shapes, slide, bouncer, ride ons and 
rockers, skittle bug, foam flooring

10:30 - 12:30 or
13:00 - 15:00

Friday
Zumba Gold Latin dance inspired workout   10:00 - 11:00

Saturday/Sunday
Babac Bees 
Musical Theatre

Musical theatre class. Classes are a mixutre of 
singing, dancing and drama every Saturday.
Suitable for girls and boys

3 to 5 years
9:30 - 10:15
5 to 8 years
10:30 - 11:45

Paul Kitson Dance Studio Elite training, classes, workshops and master 
classes Ask for details at reception, or email 
bookings@paulkitsondance.com

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Julie Prior 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 

676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 

491
Natalie 691 477

Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Ecohub Manager Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gardening Club Lindy Gorton

Janet Hale 
650 581
650 794

History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Over 50’s walks
 meet at Ecohub

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Fay Boissieux 0779 1145744

Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

East Beds Model 
Railway Society

Sec: John Wakeman
wakemanpj@aol.com

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Jane Brown 652 997

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Brown 651 271

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Angie Whiddett 

angie.whiddett@btopenworld.com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head C 
Pheysey

650 360

First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. 
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm



Village Information

Library Opening hours   
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm 01767 651 226
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 

3.15pm, free drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 4.00pm – 7.00pm Homework club 4 - 5.30pm. 
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 
Church hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at ecohub clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Roderick Starksfield
www.facebook.com/Gamlingayresidentsassociation 

www. gamlingay-gra.org.uk
651 002

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221
General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830
gamlingaywriters@gmail.com

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley
Lawrie Edwards 
Major

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141

CFRS community 
champion

audreywilliams@lineone.net

Gamarch (gamlingay 
Archaelogical Group)

John Jenkins

email contact details for library:
gamlingaylap@yahoo.com



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


