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Help to bring better broadband to your area

Access to the internet is becoming part of everyday life – 
whether you use it for working from home, keeping in touch, 
job-hunting, online shopping, paying bills, downloading 
entertainment, or interactive learning. But many people are 
frustrated by low speeds and poor connections, particularly in 
more rural parts of the county.

You can help to bring better broadband access to your area by 
supporting the Connecting Cambridgeshire campaign.

Your local councils are working with partners in business, health 
and education to provide access to superfast broadband to at 
least 90% of homes and businesses across Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough and better broadband connections for all 
other premises by 2015.

We need all our residents and businesses to show suppliers 
where there is demand for better broadband to attract 
substantial investment, which will help us to fill in the gaps.
 
Register to get Cambridgeshire connected using the online 
form at www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk, or fill in a 
Freepost reply form in the leaflet at your local library or council 
office.

It only takes a minute – all we need is your postcode and a 
landline phone number (these details will only be used to 
support the campaign). The more registrations we get, the more 
likely we are to succeed.

Please encourage your friends, family and neighbours to 
register, so that more people can benefit from better broadband 
access.

Could you be a Digital Champion for your area – helping 
to promote the campaign and encouraging more people to 
register? If so, please email your contact details to 
contact@connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk

The 20th Gamlingay Show 
15th September 2012

Make a note of the date 
and come along to the 
Village College at 1pm!

Here are just a few of the many new and 
exciting features at the 20th Show:
Bungee Trampoline; Circus Display 
and Workshop; Go-karts; Punch and 
Judy Show;Visit from some Residents 
of Shepreth Wildlife Park; Mini Real 
Ale Festival; Grand Finale featuring an 
Aerobatic Display, Balloon Release and 
Firework Display!
You can also see Arena Performances 
from our host, Potty Patrick, The Alice 
Lucas School of Dance; The Gamlingay 
Zumba Class, Top Dogs and the Circus!
There will be plenty of food stalls to 
choose from as well as craft stalls, 
displays and demonstrations, together 
with stalls run by village clubs and 
societies. All this plus Competition 
entries, Classic cars, motorbikes and 
tractors, inflatables and a funfair!
Please drop your entry forms for 
the competition classes into the 
First School, Village College or 
Londis Stores by 4pm on Friday 14th 
September.
Bring along your competition entries 
and pay your entry fees between 8.30am 
and 10.30am on Saturday morning. 
Pre-registered entries remain at 30p but 
entry forms handed in on Show Day 
will cost 50p per entry.
Every year, the committee uses the 
profit from the Gamlingay Show to 
make donations to local charities and 
organisations. If you want to be in with 
a chance of receiving monies this year, 
please read the following rules carefully 
to ensure you are eligible.
1) You must be either a registered 

charity, a non-profit making 
organisation or educational 
establishment, or club with its main 
base within Gamlingay or the locality.
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2) Your group must get involved in this year’s Show – by having a stall, performing 

in the main arena, having an advert in the programme, and/or assisting with the 
setting up before the Show or clearing away after the Show.

3) You need to apply in writing by 8th September 2012 by post or 
email to Amanda Hardy (14 Church End, Gamlingay, SG19 3EP or 
andrewandamanda@hotmail.com) giving details of your organisation, 
what you need the monies for, to whom any cheque should be made 
payable, and where it can be sent to.

Please come along and support our great annual village event.
If you can help before, during or after the show, please contact the committee on 
07519921126 – we really do need your help!

The St Neots Players will be the first amateur society in Cambridgeshire and 
Bedfordshire to present the international hit comedy “Calendar Girls” by Tim Firth. 
Join the intrepid ladies of Knapley Women’s Institute as they dare to bare all for 
charity at The Priory Centre, Priory Lane, St Neots, Cambs on 20 – 22 September at 
7.30 pm nightly and 2.30 pm matinee on Saturday 22 September.
 
Ticket prices are: £12 (£10 cons)
Book via the Players online Box Office at www.stneotsplayers.co.uk or the Priory 
Centre Box Office, tel: 01480-388922.

”From little acorns mighty oak trees grow”
Never was this saying truer than in the case of Potton Harmony Barbershop Club 
and its founders Shannon Express and Phoenix choruses.
It began in 1978, when nine or ten men gathered to share their love of a cappella 
singing and, not to be left out, a group of their wives soon started doing the same. 
Today both are widely acknowledged as two of the UK’s leading amateur choirs 
and have over 130 members between them. Amateur maybe but definitely not 
‘amateurish’. Both have had multiple medal successes, but the love of singing is 
paramount and comes across in all their performances be they in small churches in 
the wilds of Bedfordshire, the Royal Albert Hall or venues in Europe and the USA.
Weekly rehearsals, Tuesday for Phoenix and Thursday for Shannon Express, 
require dedication and commitment but there is always a lot of fun too. Current 
members come from a wide mix of background, musical experience and age and 
new members are always welcome. Phoenix are hoping to attract some new female 
singers to their “Learn to Sing” sessions that start on Oct 9th for four weeks. Email 
Caroline on pro@phoenixladies.co.uk  for more details. The men will also be 
holding an open evening later in the year - any budding Michael Bublés should 
contact pro@shannonexpress.org.uk for details.
If you want see these two talented choruses at their best, there is an opportunity 
coming up soon. In an exciting joint venture, the club presents an a cappella 
extravaganza with their “Best of British” show at Stratton Upper School on Sat 
22nd September. They give two performances: a matinee at 4.00 including Alban 
Academy Choir, and in the evening at 7.30 with East Beds Youth Choir. 
Tickets £10 (£32 family) from Cameron’s or by email from pro@shannonexpress.
org.uk or pro@phoenixladies.co.uk www.shannonexpress.org.uk 
www.phoenixladies.co.uk .
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services September 2012
2nd Trinity 13 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service with Baptism G
6pm Gift Day Evening Service E

9th Trinity 14 8am Holy Communion E
9.30 Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H
6pm Songs of Praise with Baptist Church G

16th Trinity 15 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

23rd Trinity 16 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Alternative Worship G

30th Trinity 17 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
4pm Harvest Celebration E

Dear Readers,

“You only reap what you sow” – a phrase that is used often to indicate that we only 
get out of life what we are prepared to put in; in other words, our endeavours will 
receive an appropriate reward. 

Farmers will know more about sowing and reaping than anyone and at this time of 
year communities in Britain will be celebrating and marking the Harvest season in 
a variety of ways. Jesus spent much of his life living with people who worked the 
land; many of his teaching were illustrated by example of farmers, vineyard owners, 
sowers, growers and planters.

I’m not sure that Jesus would’ve agreed with the phrase at the beginning of this 
letter. God doesn’t appear to only reward those who work hard all of their life. God 
is far more generous than that. Jesus suggests that God doesn’t offer salvation to 
those who have assumed that they will receive his favour by being ‘good’.

God will rejoice over the late-comer, the sinner who repents, the person who 
changes their mind, or is transformed. That’s not to say that those who strive to sow 
good seed all their life will not be loved by God – they will. The point is that all are 
welcomed into God’s kingdom. The only requirement is that the seed planted by 
God is allowed to grow. The seed is love and the field in which it is planted is our 
hearts.

Harvest has at least three meanings: it is a time of thanksgiving, a time to remember 
those whose harvest is poor and a time to cultivate our hearts to be fertile ground for 
love to grow.

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services:
Every Sunday Morning 10:45am. (with 
Sunday Club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Family Service Last Sunday of the 
Month 30th September10:45am.

Weekday Meetings:
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am.
Thursdays 7:45pm. (Venue as 
announced)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm
every Wednesday for prayer, all are 
welcome.

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am (half way 
through service)

‘Messy Church’ – fun, games, stories, 
getting messy
 (for children 5 to 11 years)
Saturday 29th September – 2:00pm to 
4:00pm  

Alpha The Alpha Course is an informal 
evening set around a meal for those who 
want to find out more about Christianity. 
You are warmly invited! We have 
a course running every Tuesday at 
6:30pm– why not contact our minister 
for details.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast – a time 
to share, pray and then eat together. 
Saturday 15th September, at 8:00am.

Coffee Mornings

Thursday 20th September
(in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras)

10:00am until 11:30am – Why not join us for 
tea/coffee and cake?

Dear Friends,

September is here, holidays are over, children and students are returning to their 
studies; we’ve had the Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics, it really has been a 
momentous year! Now as life returns to normal it could almost feel like a big anti-
climax, especially for those who have spent years involved in preparing for the big 
events of the summer. 

Great occasions – not only national festivities, but also on a more personal level, 
rites of passage such as weddings or other celebrations take a great deal of planning, 
thought and consideration, not to mention, often a large amount of money! Then when 
they are over, we are left with yes, pleasant memories, but with a clear up to do 
and perhaps even debts to pay. Life then returns to normal and sometimes, we even 
wonder if it was really worth all the effort.

Sometimes the anticipation of an event, the hype, the expectation, the hope as we 
build up to the day almost eclipses the event itself, it is human nature that as we 
anticipate, so whatever we are preparing for so fills our vision, that we can almost see 
nothing else and then when it is over, we are almost left bereft. Earthly hope is like 
that, we build up to an event and then when it is passed, what next? 

Life is like that, but for the Christian, there is something far better, the promise of God 
to those who will come to Him and put their trust in Jesus is of ‘an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade’ (1 Peter 1:4), the promise of something to look forward to 
that cannot disappoint us and even more than that as we anticipate, there is the present 
experience of ‘inexpressible and glorious joy’ (1 Peter 1:8), which is the experience 
of every genuine Christian – not so much ‘pie in the sky when you die’, but ‘cake on 
the plate while you wait…’    

I wouldn’t swap that for 1000 jubilees and 10,000 Olympic celebrations!

Very Best Wishes,

  James. 
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Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Friendship Coffee Morning

PLlease contact Gerry for September 
venue 

If you need a lift please contact Gerry 
Brunt 
01767 650 693

POTTON SHOW will be 
held on Saturday, 8th September at 
St. Mary’s Church Hall and Field. 

 There are over 200 different classes 
for exhibits including flowers and 
vegetables, painting, photographs and 
handicrafts.
Schedules are available from the Post 
Office, Tysoe’s and the Library.  If you 
do not want to enter exhibits why not 
join us between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 
p.m. to look at other people’s work.  
Refreshments will be available and 
various entertainments will be on the 
field including Birds of Prey, Morris 
Men, music, and lots of stalls.
A BARN DANCE will be held on 
the Saturday evening.  Tickets cost 
£9 and this includes a Fish and Chip 
supper.  Once again we have the Ivel 
Valley Band playing and they are worth 
listening to even if you don’t want to 
dance. 
Tickets are now available from 
Cameron’s, the Post Office and Tysoe’s 
in Potton.  Last year we sold more than 
120 tickets so you will need to buy them 
early.
The CRAFT FAIR will be held in the 
Marquee on the Sunday from 12 noon 
to
5.00 p.m.  There will be at least forty 
stalls with a wide variety of crafts and 
refreshments will be available.

The weekend will finish with a 
POTTON CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Service at 6.30 p.m. 
in the Marquee - why not join us”

Hatley Village Hall
In order to help raise money for 
the upkeep of the Village Hall the 
Hatley Village Association was 
recently formed.
Primarily they exist to raise money 
but they also want to provide 
villagers with events that will ensure 
the Hall is used more.
 
Recently, there was a very 
interesting talk The Hatley Beneath 
us and this was followed by a very 
successful Jubilee Picnic which was 
held on the Recreation Ground.
 
In response to a survey which was 
delivered to each household in the 
Hatleys the Village Association now 
have pleasure in announcing the 
arrival of a new Pilates Class which 

will be starting on 5 September. 6 
sessions will cost £30. 

All Welcome! 
This class will be suitable for men 
and women of all ages and fitness 
levels. 
 
There will be a local history talk on 
Friday 21st September at 7.30pm 
by the well known Cambridgeshire 
Historian Mike Petty in Hatley 
Village Hall. 
Tickets £5 includes free glass of 
wine and nibbles. Tickets from 
Hatley Village Shop/Post Office, or 
ring 650680, or  650971.
 
Alan Pinney
Chairman

News from Gamlingay & 
District History Society, 

by Peter Wright.

Gamlingay and District History Society 
meet regularly throughout the year, with 
organised talks, social evenings, and 
visits to places of historical interest. We 
also have a large archive documenting 
the history of Gamlingay, and thanks 
to the generosity of Mrs Diana Scott of 
Merton Grange, have recently acquired 
a collection of 22 photo albums 
recording the life and times of the Ellis 
family, who occupied Merton Grange 
from 1919, and played a big part in the 
C20 history of Gamlingay.
We meet on the second Monday of 
each month (except July and August) 
at 07.30pm in room three at the Village 
College. There is usually a speaker, and 
later this season we have talks by the 
National Trust, ‘Villagers’ author James 
Brown, and Dr K. Sneath, as well as 
other local history lecturers. You can 
attend these meetings as a guest for 
£3.00, or better still, join the Society 
and get free entry to all ten lectures and 
functions throughout the year for only 
£15.00.
Take a look at our recently re-launched 
website, www.gamlingayhistory.
co.uk, or our sister website, www.
gamlingayphotos.co.uk, to get a flavour 
of Gamlingay history, or come along 
to our first meeting of the season on 
Monday September 10th, when guest 
lecturer Bridget Flanagan will give a 
talk called ‘Artists along the Ouse’.
We have a long association with the 



Our Local

Landlady Vanessa Roberts – also 
known as Jolly Dot - and family have 
learned that The Cock has won the 
Regional (East Anglia) Charity Pub 
of the Year competition, sponsored 
by the Morning Advertiser. On the 
13th September at the London Hilton 
the National winners in various 
categories will be announced.  

This is no doubt in recognition of 
the efforts of staff and regulars over 
several years raising money for 
deserving causes.

The Cock has a thriving Charity 
fundraising society which for some 
years has been supporting the fine 
work of the East Anglian Childrens’ 
Hospice and has recently also 
purchased a much needed Mess 
Tent for Gamlingay and Gransden 

Scouts – you may have seen its 
predecessor erected in the garden 
at the Cock on Jubilee weekend.  If 
any reader has a proposal for a local 
charitable aid requirement perhaps 
you could drop in to the Cock to 
discuss.

The next event we have planned will 
be held on the 8th September – a 
rather different flavour – Proms at the 
Pub – a live feed from the BBC onto 
a huge garden screen of the last 
night of the Promenade concerts.  
Hats, flags and wordsheets provided 
– weather permitting this is a great 
night out, and no driving!

The pub quizzes are normally held 
on the second Monday of each 
month, starting at 8.00pm – and with 
a number of different setters the 
subject matter, standard and format 
varies considerably.

To give you a taster, Forthcoming quiz dates are:
10th September Wayne Bacon and Steve Palmer (likely to have a 

scouting element!)
8th October Sharon ‘new turntable’ Ferguson (music)
12th November Veronica Zwetsloot and P.J. Ferguson (hunting, shooting 

and fishing)
10th December Peter Smith
14th January Jane Croot (local history)
11th February Ian Parker (gameshows?)
11th March The lady Players        
8th April  Sister Act – Lucy Rands and Becky Phillips
13th May Emma and the under-thirties
10th June Back to me!  (likely to be sport this time)   
8th July Barbara Delmas (the Eurozone)
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Heating oil and gas 
– getting the right 

measure
At the time of writing we’re having a 
mini heatwave, so you might not thank 
me for turning your thoughts to the 
winter months! But sometimes time 
flies far more quickly than we like, and 
in our British climate who knows how 
early a cold snap will arrive. Some 
of you may therefore be considering 
buying in your fuel for those cold 
months.

In Cambridgeshire, Trading Standards 
work closely with heating oil and bulk 
gas suppliers to help them ensure their 
tankers are measuring and dispensing 
fuel accurately. This helps to ensure that 
you, the customer, can be sure you’re 
getting what you’ve paid for. When 
it comes to bottled gas, local Trading 
Standards services check the meters 
at the bottling plants to ensure they 
are accurate. We provide support for 
businesses to make it easier for them 
to meet regulations and provide good 
customer service too.

However, for added peace of mind 
there are a few checks you can make 
yourself, at the time of delivery, to 
ensure you are getting the fuel you paid 
for.

Heating oil and bulk gas

On most tankers there is an automatic 
ticket printer that records and prints 
the quantity of fuel dispensed into your 
tank. You should be given a copy of 
this delivery ticket. If you want to make 
absolutely sure it is correct, you can 
take the following steps:

•	 For heating oil, observe the fuel 
being dispensed from start to finish. 
(For safety reasons we do not advise 
this for bulk gas).

•	 Inspect the ticket before it is put 
in the printer and before the fuel is 
dispensed to make sure it is yours 
and that it remains in place until it is 
printed again on completion.

•	 When the ticket is inserted, make 
sure the meter shows ‘zero’. 

•	 At the end of the delivery, check the 
reading on the meter is the same as 
on your ticket.

A small number of oil tankers still 
use a dipstick to measure fuel being 
dispensed. This is harder for you to 
check as your own dipstick or sight tube 
may not be as accurate. 

Bottled gas

Bottled gas is sold by the weight of 
its contents which should be clearly 
marked on the cylinder. If you want 
to be sure that you have received the 
correct amount of gas, you can take the 
following steps:

•	Check the amount marked on the 
cylinders adds up to the amount on 
the delivery note and both match the 
amount ordered. 

•	Where fitted, check the plastic seals 
are in place and that the essential 
safety information is stamped or 
painted on the side.

If you have concerns or issues with any 
products that you have purchased, you 
can contact our partner, Citizens Advice 
Consumer Service, on 08454 040506 
for advice.  For business advice and 
support contact 0345 0455206.

Village Show, and at this years show on September 15th we will be mounting a 
display of historical photographs of Gamlingay, many of which have not been seen 
before. We are looking for new members, and September is the best time to join the 
Society. 

We will be on hand at the show to answer any questions you may have, and 
hopefully persuade you to join!
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News from 
The Lodge nature 
reserve – 
by Mark Brandon

Well ... we finally had some sunshine 
during the summer holidays. After 
the wettest few summer months on 
record, it was a pleasure to finally see 
butterflies, dragonflies, bees, wasps 
and other insects flitting around the 
reserve in the sunshine. Unlike last 
year, when we had such a dry spring 
and early summer, the breeding birds 
this year had to contend with torrential 
downpours, cool temperatures and 
generally miserable conditions.Even so, 
spotted flycatchers raised four healthy 
young and were a popular attraction 
as they again used the nest box in the 
Gatehouse gardens, families of young 
green and great spotted woodpeckers 
called noisily and a pair of ravens raised 
three young on the restored heathland. 
Only 4 known pairs of ravens have bred 
in Bedfordshire over the last century, 
although their range has been gradually 
expanding eastwards across the country, 
and a pair raised young in 2003 at 
Whipsnade. Another bird that we don’t 
normally see on the reserve is the linnet, 
a pretty finch with a red breast with a 
lovely short, bouncing jangly call. A 
pair has been on the new heath this year 
and we believe they managed to bring 
up a family as well.This is excellent 
news for this species, which is declining 
in numbers across the UK. More great 
bird news for The Lodge, a nightjar was 
heard calling, again on the new heath, 
on the last day of June. We are doing a 

lot of restoration work on the new heath 
to attract these birds back to breed here, 
so it was very exciting when we heard 
the strange ‘churring’ call of this bird 
ringing out at 10:30 pm!  A week later 
a visitor also reported seeing a nightjar 
flying around early one morning, it’s 
likely this is a different bird, as despite 
searching, nothing was seen or heard 
during that week. These birds are 
possibly failed breeders moving away 
from their territories and stopping off 
here briefly, as they start their long 
return migration journeys.We are all 
hoping that next year will be the time 
for them to stay and breed here!
Once the weather finally improved, our 
busy events programme was as popular 
as ever, with many families heading 
out with us during the school holidays 
to delve around, searching for bugs 
and beasties on our mini-beast safaris. 
We’ve also enjoyed bat and moth 
nights, dusk watches and watching the 
Pantaloons performing The Brothers 
Grimm and The Importance of Being 
Ernest on The Lodge lawns.We still 
managed to fit in a few days to go 
out and about, we attended Woburn 
garden show,Henlow Fun day and the 
Stevenage Wild watch event, where we 
met the public to talk about The Lodge  
and the work of the RSPB.

The Lodge reserve is open every day 
of the week, from dawn to dusk, for 
everyone to enjoy and there are plenty 
of organised events: just ring to book. 
Entry is included in the car-parking fee 
- £4 a car for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting the shop. 
The shop (01767 680541) is open every 
day and has everything for people who 





Advance Notice...
Does Gamlingay have talent?

Come and find out on Saturday 13 October 2012
An evening of family entertainment at the Gamlingay 
Ecohub Application forms will be available soon. For 
more information about this and other events at St 

Mary’s visit www.gamlingaychurch.co.uk

SOUP LUNCHES

The Soup Lunches in St. Mary’s Church Hall 
continue to be held on the

4th Wednesday of each month starting at 12:30pm.

Come and support this worthy cause and, for 
£5, enjoy home-made soup, bread and puddings 

followed by tea or coffee.

St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked 
Scheme Co-ordinators :

Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   
Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 650489

We would be happy to hear from you!

Charity Gardening Service 
Available to do any gardening jobs over the summer for a 
donation towards a charity expedition to the Indian 
Himalayas in July 2013.

Please contact Angus Higgins on:

Mobile: 07521 396 526
Phone: 01767 652 845
Email: angus.j.higgins@gmail.com



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

Community Centre
GAMLINGAY 

 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11

Run by Lucy Rands

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.
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Gamlingay Youth Club
Autumn Term

New members welcome
5:30 - 7:15pm Year 4 - 8
7:30 - 9:00pm Year 8+

Throughout the Autumn Term we will be practicing for 
Gamlingay›s Got Talent

13th September Baking cakes to be sold at Village Show
20th September Youth Council Information
27th September Youth Council Interview
4th October Young Persons First Aid Training
11th October Staying Safe
18th October Quiz Night
25th October Haloween Party

love nature. 
Here are a few events coming up in September to come along and 
enjoy,

Autumn Herbalist’s walk
Sun 16 Sept   2pm – 4pm
Discover the many medicinal uses of plants. Medicinal herbalist Julie Dore returns 
with her very popular walk, showing us how leaves, roots and berries can be used 
to treat anything from colds and constipation to headaches and stress!
Booking Essential.
Cost; adults £5, RSPB members £4, children £3, RSPB Wildlife Explorers £2

Silent Walk
Sat 22 Sept   11am – 12:30 pm.
A sensory, silent walk to experience stillness and silence through the body, using 
meditation, breathing and awareness to connect with nature.
The walk, led by Josa Pepper, starts with an introduction and ends with a discussion 
and feedback session.
Booking advisable, limited numbers. Not suitable for children under 16
Cost; adults £4, RSPB members £3. (Children £3)

Stargazing  and Twilight walk (TBC)
Sat 22 Sept 6:30pm – late
The RSPB have teamed up with the Bedford Astronomical Society to take a 
twilight walk around the reserve, followed by a search for the planets and stars of 
the night sky.
In addition there will be a chance to use your own equipment to take photos of the 
night sky with advice and assistance (details of equipment needed will be supplied 
on request)
(If the night is overcast, a talk by the Bedford Astronomical Society will be given 
instead).
Costs; Adults £4 per person, children£3.
Please book and pay in advance.

The Lodge House and its gardens
Sun 30 Sept     Phone to book a tour time
Ever wondered what it’s like inside the large old house at The Lodge? 
We’ll be opening the doors to show you around today, with local historians Derek 
Niemann and Barry Groom giving tours around the old mansion, now the RSPB’s 
working Headquarters. We’ll also have experts on hand to show the special trees 
and plants that fill the organic gardens.
Cost; Adult £5 RSPB member £4, children £3, under 12’s and RSPB Wildlife 
Explorers free. BOOKING ESSENTIAL, PLEASE PAY IN ADVANCE.



Harvest Supper
St. Mary’s Church Hall 
Friday 5 October 7.30pm

Menu: 
Glass of wine or fruit juice
Home-made soup & bread
Cold meats, salads & baked potato
Apple pie & cream
Cheese & biscuits
Tea or Coffee

Cost only £10
For further details & to buy tickets ring Valerie on 01767 650779 

The Annual General Meeting will 
take place on Wednesday 10th 
October, 8pm at the Ecohub
All welcome



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page 15

GAMLINGAY W.I 

June, 2012
by Gill Spaul

An interesting meeting with plenty of 
business and outings to be discussed, 
then on to the visiting speaker, Mr. 
Bob Harding-Jones, with his talk 
“Laughter in the Village”.
This gentleman had visited Gamlingay 
before, with a talk on his life as a 
paramedic, so an interesting evening 
was anticipated. Members were 
not disappointed, as Bob soon had 
everyone amused with tales of village 
life, interspersed with his own poems.
Some of his stories came from his 
years as a dairy farmer, others as 
a paramedic, and still others from 
being a parent, but all were laced with 
reassuring good humour. A ‘Come-
and-Buy table also raised funds for the 
W.I.

July, 2012

A well-attended meeting, with plenty 
of activities to report on, including 
a lunch at the John O’Gaunt Golf 
Club; a very enjoyable trip to see 
Flavia and Vincent, of Strictly Come 
Dancing fame, in Midnight Tango at 
Milton Keynes Theatre; the monthly 
‘Craftemoon’; a ‘Come.&.Buy sale 
which raised £8.90, and a book sale, 
raising £12.50 at the village Open 
Gardens Day.Mr. Mike Petty, MBE, 
writer and lecturer on Cambridge and 
The Fens standing in at short notice, 
gave a fascinating talk about the 
Sherlock Holmes Society’s visit to 
Cambridge. The story of The Missing 
Three Quarter, by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, was painstakingly unravelled 
using appropriate photographic slides 
from the 1904 era, creating a well- 
presented talk enjoyed by all.

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 

The Issues and Options Consultation 
for how South Cambs develops to 2031 
is running for 10 weeks from July 12th. 
Please respond! The District Council 
considered all the sites put forward for 
housing and for a new settlement and 
has whittled down the 300+ options. 
As predicted Barrington Quarry did not 
make it through the sift (although one 
of the questions relates to the Quarry 
as an important employment site) and 
as also predicted the usual suspects for 
both the new settlement and extensions 
to housing did – Waterbeach, Bourn 
Airfield, Cambourne… 

Of some concern to us all are proposals 
that would extend Cambridge city out 
towards Haslingfield and Grantchester. 
At the full Council meeting that agreed 
the consultation there was a cross party 
effort to remove the proposed inclusion 
of land north and south of Barton 
Road. It is a site that has been refused 
numerous times before over many 
years. However, the Administration 
felt it was worth keeping in despite a 
widespread local backlash against it on 
the grounds that we have to show we 
have consulted properly. My retort is 

that consulting on a bonkers proposal 
is wasting valuable time and effort by 
us all (including officers) and shows an 
arrogant contempt for the most locally 
affected Parishes. We shall see!!!

The plan is available on www.scambs.
gov.uk. The Gamlingay Roadshow 
takes place between 3pm and 8pm on 
4th September at Gamlingay Village 
College.

Also discussed at some length was the 
proposal for a Sporting Quarter in the 
Green Belt forming a large extension 
to Trumpington Meadows. This was 
also deleted as it appeared to give a 
major landowner/developer an unfair 
advantage in the consultation process 
and it may have led residents to think 
that the scheme was a “done deal”. 
This is very much not the case, and 
again a cross party group of Councillors 
pressed for a simpler and fairer series of 
questions.  

For Gamlingay in particular there are 
three proposals you should be aware 
of. The first is the redevelopment of 
the Green End site – I think we all 
agree that sooner rather than later 
this is going to come forward as a 
planning application after much public 
consultation so not much to detain us 
there. However the other two sites – one 
at the end of Gray’s Road/ManorRoad/
Murfitt Way and the other from Mill 
St round to Wootton Fields are both 
entirely speculative and will have 
much adverse impact. Please make you 
feelings plain!

The further concern other than the 
general uselessness of these two sites 
is that with Station Road, Green End, 
Merton Grange Barns and Robinson 
Court redevelopment there is a LOT 
of development coming over the next 
few years and we feel the Parish needs 
an opportunity to absorb these, and to 
make sure the impact is well managed 
for the schools, surgery and so on. 

Superfast Broadband

C’mon People of Gamlingay 
and the Hatleys! Sign up for 
superfast Broadband at www.
connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk! Very 
few premises have so far in Gamlingay 
– only 18.7%. This compares with other 
Parishes in the Gamlingay Division like 
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Orwell at 45% and Croydon at 44%. 
That means they will get better service 
sooner unless we all sign up quickly. 
Please consider doing it now – THANK 
YOU! (Hatley is at 36.5% which is Not 
Bad but Could Do Better….!)

Council Tax Benefit Consultation

Yes I can hear your sigh. But this is a 
big deal – not least for the 6,868 South 
Cambs residents currently in receipt 
of CTB. The Government has changed 
the way this is funded from a central 
grant covering all the cash paid out to a 
localised system which will be capped 
and which is to be reduced by 10%. So 
all the local authorities have to plan for 
this.  Those recipients of pension age, 
sole parents with children under 5 and 
some other small groups will be left 
untouched – that removes about half the 
claimants from the changes proposed. 
It means that the 10% cut (and the 
capping) disproportionally impact the 
remaining half who may see their CTB 
reduced by anything up to 55%.

The new rules however do allow the 
Council to make changes to who pays 
Council Tax so that more property could 
be paying Council Tax; and indeed 

more people. For example if you have 
savings of less than £16k you get to 
apply for Council Tax support. That 
may be reduced to £6k. The Council 
can also change the current discounts. 
So at the moment a second home 
discount is allowed of 10%. This could 
not only be removed but second homes 
could be subject to 200% council tax 
– i.e. if they are empty the owner pays 
double! The side advantage is that this 
would encourage use of the 600+ empty 
properties in South Cambs. And so it 
continues….The consultation runs from 
July 23 – 28 September. 

New Police Community Support 
Officer

Welcome to Steph Wiltshire who will 
be replacing our current PCSO over 
the next few weeks – if you see her 
about stop and say hello. Based out of 
Cambourne she will be responsible for 
Gamlingay, the Hatleys and the other 
Parishes in the Gamlingay ward. 

Register of Interests

There has been much disgruntlement 
from Parish Councils about the onerous 
and overly intrusive nature of the new 
Register of Interests which – amongst 

other things – requires disclosure of a 
partner’s interests as well. Firstly – if 
you do not know your partner’s interests 
then you cannot be held responsible 
for failure to declare. We suggest to 
anyone still concerned that this is the 
best way forward. In any case a query 
to the Chief Constable has elicited the 
response that the Police have neither 
resource nor inclination to get involved 
with this. Personally I’d be quite happy 
to be arrested for failing to declare 
a partner’s interest as the ensuing 
publicity would certainly ensure a 
swifter reform of the new idiotic 
legislation than the trudge of lobbying 
MPs etc but I do agree breaking the law 
is not to be encouraged. Ahem.

And changes to Sheltered Housing ...
We recently attended an information 
presentation at Avenells Way Day 
Centre to discuss the new Sheltered 
Housing Service.  The bottom line is 
that we are moving from care to support 
– a very different service indeed.  This 
has been driven by a huge reduction 
in the County Council’s funding for 
supported housing services (itself 
a reduction from the Gov.). A team 
of 10 will support all South Cambs 
schemes - 1400 houses with about 33% 
of residents being eligible for support. 
Residents are assessed as to whether or 
not they need support and can appeal 
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if they think they should have it but 
have been told they don’t qualify.  Do 
let us know if you are appealing as we 
may be able to help. Care will be down 
to agencies and families but we all 
need to be keeping an eye out for our 
neighbours just in case anyone is falling 
through the support net.

Arrington Wind Mast

We have been advised by South Cambs 
that this application has been refused 
for a second time on grounds of aircraft 
safety and adverse impact on the 
landscape.  Obviously an appeal may 
yet be lodged. 

Holly Walk

The District Council has advised this is 
to be cut back shortly – hopefully by the 
time you read this. 

Casework

Your Councillors are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 

Dear All.

Hi my name is Steph 
Wiltshire, and I 
am a new PCSO to 
Cambourne Station. I 
just wanted to introduce 
myself, because I 
will be taking over Carly’s beat from 
September. 

Carly has been offered an exciting 
new specialist PCSO role which she is 
looking forward to, although she will 
miss you all greatly! This is a great and 
rare opportunity for a hand over period, 
in which Carly will be passing over 
to me, her specialist knowledge of the 
area. 

The villages I will be covering are:
Arrington
Croydon
Gamlingay
Hatleys
Little Gransden
Longstowe

Therefore, you will see me around with 

Carly over the next few weeks, and I 
will hopefully get the opportunity to 
introduce myself to you in person. I 
look forward to meeting you. 

Please do not hesitate to contact myself 
along with Carly, with any queries/
concerns you may have in general.

PCSO Stephanie Wiltshire 7129

Cambridgeshire Constabulary
Safer Neighbourhood Team
Cambourne Police Station
Sackville Way, Great 
Cambourne
Cambridge, CB23 6HB

RESIDENTS are 
being urged to 
report suspicious 
behaviour after 16 
burglaries across 
South Cambridgeshire in 
two weeks.

Operation Nix will focus on 
tackling burglaries in rural 
villages in the districts. 

Since June there have been 
16 burglaries in South 
Cambridgeshire and different 
villages are being targeted on 
each day. 

Detective Inspector Ian 
Simmons, leading the 
operation, said: “Over the 
past couple of weeks we have 
noticed this increase in rural 
villages which we believe is part 
of a linked series. 

“We will continue to increase 
patrols, as well as investigative 
and forensic work to target 
those responsible. 

“It is important that we raise 
awareness as the public play 
a vital part in helping us to 
prevent further offences as well 
as catching those responsible.”

A large number of offences 
have taken place during the 
day and often targeting isolated 
premises in rural areas or on 
the edge of villages. 

DI Simmons added: “We are 
working closely with other 
forces and crime teams across 

the county to share information 
about these offences. 

“It’s important people remain 
alert to activity in their 
neighbourhood, reporting 
anything out of the ordinary or 
suspicious to police. 

“I urge people to look out 
for one another, strong 
communities are a deterrent for 

burglars.”

Anyone with 
information should 
contact police on 101 
or Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 
555 111. 

Areas that have been 
targeted include:

· Meldreth, Little Abington, 
Balsham, Great Shelford, 
Steeple Morden, Great 
Gransden, Longstowe, 
Hardwick, Oakington, Toseland 
and Elsworth. 

Dear Residents,
The rural areas of South 
Cambridgeshire have recently seen 
an increase in burglaries. Most are 
in village locations often where the 
property can be approached from 
the rear across playing fields or open 
land. The offenders have a way of 
determining that the premises is not 
occupied which has a high success 
rate. They use a jemmy to open rear 
windows to gain access. They perform 
an untidy search and steal mainly cash 
and gold jewellery.

Your local Policing Team are working 
hard to identify individuals who are 
responsible for committing these  
offences. We are carrying out additional 
patrols in both marked and unmarked 
vehicles and are analysing these crimes 
for trends and gathering forensic 
evidence. We are also checking known 
second-hand jewellery outlets.

The opportunities for these crimes, and 
in particular walk-in burglaries, being 
committed could easily be reduced by 
homeowners taking a few minutes to 
review the security of their home:

•	Keep keys, purses/wallets and 
portable items away from windowsills 
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and out of sight.  Ensure that your 
key rack is out of sight and cannot be 
reached through the letterbox.

•	Keep windows and doors locked and 
in locked ventilation positions even 
when you are inside the property 
or in the garden.  Many ‘insecure 
burglaries’ are committed because 
the occupants have left their doors/
windows unlocked and ajar. Security 
of windows, especially older ones, 
can be enhanced by fitting ”sash 
jammers” which can be retro-
fitted to many styles of window for 
around £14 per pair (one window) 
by window-fitting companies. It 
may only be necessary to fit these to 
downstairs windows unless there is 
access to upstairs windows via a flat 
roof or attached garage block. They 
will still allow windows to open for 
ventilation or safety (eg fire escape) 
by releasing a catch. 

•	Consider the overall security of your 
property - look at your property 
through the eyes of a potential 
intruder - does your property have 
weak spots?  If so, consider installing 
an intruder alarm system, as this 
can provide one of the biggest 
deterrents to an opportunist burglar.  
Consider also, the use of door and 
window locks, door and window 
alarms, security lights, strong locks 
and bolts on side access gates and 
the height and density of fences, 
shrubbery and trees in the garden.

•	 If you have bikes or other valuable 
items in your sheds, use a closed 
shackle padlock on the exterior bolt/
lock and chain all items together 
inside to make them harder to move. 
Always secure any fittings through 
the wood of the shed using using 
security bolts and a metal plate on 
both sides to prevent the fitting from 
being prised out of the wood. Where 
possible, secure an anchor into the 
ground by drilling it into concrete 
or through a paving slab in the shed/
garage. Link your shed/garage into 
an existing intruder alarm system or 
consider purchasing a wireless shed 
alarm.

•	Anyone who leaves their property 
empty should make arrangements 
with friends/neighbours to come in 
on a daily basis to remove post and/

or flyers pushed through or hanging 
from letterboxes. Curtains should 
be closed in an evening and opened 
in the morning and timers should be 
used to switch on lamps to give the 
impression that someone is at home. 

•	Consider property marking your 
personal possessions. Sentimental 
property and jewellery are difficult 
to replace, therefore consider using 
Smartwater Property Marking www.
smartwater.com or other similar 
products to mark your property. 
Advertise the fact that your property 
is coded using the stickers provided 
in the property marking kits as this 
provides the deterrent factor to an 
opportunist burglar. Any electrical 
goods, including mobile phones and 
property which has a unique serial 
number can be recorded free-of-
charge at www.immobilise.com 
the National Property Register. Take 
photographs of jewellery, paintings 
and unique possessions and record 
the details and descriptions in a safe 
place.

If you would like to review and consider 
the security of your home in more 
detail, the Home Office have recently 
launched a new area on their website, 
which contains a three-minute test that 
allows homeowners to both consider 
the security measures that they have 
in place and to highlight any potential 
weaknesses. At the end of test, you 
will receive a score for the level of 
protection that your home offers and 
appropriate advice on how you might 
be able to improve it. To find out more 
please log onto – www.homeoffice.
gov.uk.

Alternatively, please log onto the 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary Website 
– www.cambs.police.uk or the 
Crime Reduction Website – www.
crimereduction.gov.uk

To become a member of E-Cops, 
a two-way interactive e-mail 
messaging system, please log onto the 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary Website 
and click on the E-Cops icon and 
register your details. 

Finally, we need your help in 
identifying suspects - please be 
aware of suspicious activity in your 
neighbourhood. Do not put yourself 
in any danger but please record the 
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index,colour and make/model of any 
suspicious vehicles and, if possible a 
description of persons seen in or with 
the vehicle and contact Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary on tel: 101 or email your 
local Neighbourhood Policing Team via 
E-cops. 
Ring 999 if you believe that a crime is 
happening at the time. 

Gamlingay Neighbourhood 
Policing Team

A TEENAGE 
BURGLAR who stole 
cigarettes and tobacco has 
been caught after he left his 
fingerprints at the scene. 

The 15-year-old boy broke into the 
newsagents in Rosemary Road, Water-
beach, overnight on Friday, May 25. 

He smashed through the door to the 
shop before stealing cigarettes and 
tobacco worth £400. He caused £100 of 
damage. 

He was arrested after his fingerprints 
were found on the doorframe. 

The 15-year-old who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, from Waterbeach, 
pleaded guilty to burglary and was 
sentenced to a 16-month detention and 
training order at Cambridge Crown 
Court yesterday (Monday). 

He will spend half the time in custody 
and half training in the community un-
der the supervision of a youth offending 
officer. 

Sergeant Paul Rogerson said: “This boy 
has caused misery to the local village 
and to burgle from his local shop is a 
low act. 

“Thanks to the forensic work we could 
place him at the scene and we were able 
to catch him quickly and bring him to 
justice. 

“We are committed to cracking down on 
burglary and anyone caught committing 
such a crime will face being taken to 
court.”

Drink drive campaign 
results:

Nearly 100 people were arrested during 
a summer drink drive campaign in 
Cambridgeshire.
The campaign, which ran through June, 
saw 97 arrests on suspicion of driving 
under the influence of drink or drugs, 
compared to 94 for the same period last 

year.
To coincide with the 
enforcement campaign 
the force also launched a 
confidential number for the 
public to report drink drivers 
and those driving under the 
influence of drugs.  Since 
June 1, the number was 
called 174 times, which 
resulted in five arrested.  

Officers are also pulling together 
intelligence packages following other 
information given on the line.
Inspector Chris Skepper said: “It is 
always disappointing to see that people 
are continuing to break the law by 
drinking and driving.  However, it is 
encouraging to see so many members of 
the public getting behind the campaign 
and calling the confidential line.
“Not only has this led to a number of 
arrests but we are also pulling together 
packages about named drivers to ensure 
we know where they are next time they 
decide to get behind the wheel and 
break the law.
“The national enforcement campaign 
may be over but our work is not and we 
will continue to target those who think 
it’s acceptable to drive while under the 
influence.”
Using the 0800 032 0845 number, 
which is available 24/7, people can get 
involved in the campaign by supplying 
police with information about drink and 
drug drivers. 

Catalytic converter thefts

Police are investigating a series catalytic 
converter thefts across the county. 
 In the past six weeks, 30 have been 
stolen from vehicles, mainly 4X4s and 
vans, and either in residential areas or at 
business premises. 
 In the north of the county, two 
converters have been stolen in Hampton 
Hargate, Peterborough; three in Yaxley; 
four in Stanground; one in Stilton; one 
in Sawtry and one in Farcet. 
 There have also been thefts in the St 

Neots, Gamlingay and Little Paxton 
areas and others in Mepal and Sutton, 
near Chatteris. 
 Two thefts happened in Howitt’s 
Gardens and Caernarvon Road, 
Eynesbury, between July 13 and 14, and 
five in Eaton Socon, between July 19 
and 20, in Peer Road, Viscount Court, 
Meadowsweet, Wilkinson Close and 
Fallow Drive. 
 Vehicles targeted included Ford 
Rangers, Fiat Ducatos, and Citroen 
Relay vans but other 4X4 vehicles have 
also been hit. 
 Officers believe the converters are 
stolen for the metals they contain. 
 Detective Inspector Alan Page, from 
the force’s central intelligence bureau, 
said: “We are investigating all these 
offences and targeting patrols at the 
worst affected areas. 
 “I would urge motorists, particularly 
those with 4X4 vehicles or vans, to take 
any security precautions they can. 
 “We would also urge anyone who 
sees people acting suspiciously around 
vehicles or maybe sees a vehicle that is 
out of place in their neighbourhood to 
contact police.” 
 Anyone with information should 
contact police on 101, or Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555111.

We don’t need Super 
Nannies !

Home-Start Central Bedfordshire need 
people with real parenting experience 
to make a real difference to families 
struggling to cope. 
Being a parent with young children can 
be tough at any time, but in this current 
economic climate the pressures on 
families are even greater and for those 
already struggling to cope with illness, 
disability, isolation, bereavement or just 
the challenge of parenting, life can seem 
overwhelming.  
Home-Start Central Beds is a local 
family support charity that recruits, 
trains, and supports volunteers to 
provide friendship and support to 
families in their own homes once a 
week for a couple of hours. A Home-
Start volunteer provides practical 
advice and help, emotional support and 
friendship in a confidential, respectful, 
non-judgemental way.  
We are currently looking for volunteers 
to start a new Preparation Course in 
Mid Beds on Thursday from 10 am 
to 2 pm for ten weeks beginning late 
September. Training is free, informal, 
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If you are interested in an alternative 
style of worship then do join us 
for our next service. This type of 
worship now forms a regular part 

of our evening services on the 
fourth Sunday of each month, 

alternating with other styles which 
include formal Evensong and Taize 

services.

As before, the main part of the 
service will be the singing of worship 
songs and there will also be prayers, 

a reading and a short talk, all in a 
very informal setting. So if this kind 
of Christian worship appeals to you, 
or you are just inquisitive, then do 

join us. 

If you have come before, please 
come again and bring your friends. 
If you have not been before, then 
why not give it a try? You will be 

most welcome.

Sunday @ 6

fun and informative and the course is 
accredited to the Open College Network 
for those who would like to gain a 
qualification. For further information 
about volunteering and the forthcoming 
course call Linda or Chris at Home-Start 
Central Bedfordshire 01582 660061 or 
email office@home-startcentralbeds.
org.uk  
If you are considering a job in Health 
or Social Care then volunteering with 
Home-Start can help you to get on that 
career ladder. 
You don’t need to be a super nanny 
to help parents with young children 
and with your help parents can gain 
confidence to manage on their own and 
give their children the best possible start 
in life.  
Please give us a call or send an email 
and make a difference to a family in 
your community.
 
Thank you very much for your help.
Linda Johnson- Manager 
Home-Start Central Bedfordshire, 
The Annexe, Downside Neighbourhood 
Centre, Oakwood Ave., 
Dunstable.  LU5 4AS

Update on the Gamlingay 
Community Turbine.

Villagers may be interested in the 
latest news regarding the Gamlingay 
Community Turbine. 

The turbine manufacturer, Enercon 
in Germany, have given us a weather 
dependent commissioning date of the 
29th April 2013.

We have had some good news following 
the government review of feed in tariffs 
(= subsidies). The applicable rate is 
as expected and the government will 
introduce a scheme whereby we can 
register in advance to set the rate ahead 
of commissioning giving us confidence 
in the turnover we can expect. 

We will be at the Village Show and at 
the Gamlingay Green Day in the Eco-
Hub on the 20th October.

There are still opportunities for 
investors. For details please contact 
us via our website – www.gamlingay-
community-turbine.co.uk
or
Pop in and talk to Chris at Maypole 
House, 39 Church Street (next to the 
Chemist)
or
Call Chris on 07712 078597 or Pauline 
on 07884 382722

A  DATE  FOR  YOUR  DIARY

If you like dancing you’ll love this ...

CEILIDH
in the Eco Hub

dancing to the young and lively
Cambridge University Ceilidh Band

Saturday 10th November
Full details in next issue

Friends of St. Mary’s, Gamlingay.



YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

Legal Eagle
IS YOUR JOB SAFE?

When times are hard and finances are tight, 
one of the first things an employer will look at is 
the wage bill.  You may well find yourself on the receiving end of a redundancy 
notice and then involved in the consultation process where in effect you have 
to prove yourself more useful to the company than other employees.  This 
is extremely difficult for you as you are in effect fighting for your job against 
fellow workers.

Your employer is under a duty to make this process open, honest and fair. 
The problem comes when, like now, there are ongoing economic problems 
and employers have to act quickly.  Sometimes the process can be difficult 
for your employer as they are under pressure and it may only be a small firm, 
but you still have a right to be consulted and to make your own comments.  If 
there are several potential candidates for redundancy you should go through 
a scoring process assessing the skills you have for the job. You don’t have 
the right to see everybody else’s scores, but you do have the right to be fully 
informed about your own position.  Large scale redundancies are often carried 
out in conjunction with a Union or ACAS and some employers will help with 
re-locating or re-training.

As to money there is a set, minimum amount payable depending on your age 
and length of service.  There is an online calculator at www.direct.gov.uk/
redundancy.dsb but the main points to remember are:
•	 You must have worked for your employer for 2 complete years to qualify for 

a redundancy payment
•	 Whilst you are aged 22 and over, but under 41 you will receive one week’s 

salary for each complete year of service
•	 Your weekly salary is capped to a maximum amount – currently £430
•	 You can only claim for a maximum of 20 years’ of service
•	 Whilst aged under 22 you only receive ½ a week’s salary for every complete 

year of service
•	 Whilst aged 41 and over you will receive 1½ week’s salary for every 

complete year of service

These minimum rates are set by the Government, and usually change slightly 
each year, but some employers, particularly larger companies offer higher 
rates.

Being made redundant can be extremely traumatic particularly if you have 
been with an employer for some time but when times are bad, employers to 
have to make tough decision.  If it’s any consolation, we can tell you that, from 
our experience, redundancy isn’t the end of the world and more often than not 
people soon find a new job, or use the opportunity to do something new – like 
start their own business. So if it is happening to you, do bear that in mind.

At Curwens, we are always happy to have an initial chat with you on the 
telephone if you have any questions so just give Teresa a ring on 0208 363 
4444  or check out our website at www.curwens.co.uk

Curwens LLP is your local firm of solicitors offering most areas of legal 
advice – based in Royston, Hoddesdon, Cheshunt and Enfield.



80s Disco with 80s dress code

Adults only
Bar

Saturday 29th September
8pm - 12pm

GVC
 
Tickets £5.00 available from GVC, 
Crafty Cupcake, 
Farm Shop 
and Barbie Calvert (01767 650244



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Summary of Parish Council meetings in July

Due to the failure of the County Council to uphold its 
service level agreement to provide a youth club in the village, the 
Parish Council agreed to provide funding for Forward Gamlingay! to continue to run 
this popular club independently for the young people of the village. 

Work on the paths in St Mary’s Churchyard has now been completed by G and S 
Hutchinson and work to repair the Churchyard wall has begun by Childerley Estates 
Ltd.  Further damage was caused to the wall by a vehicle colliding with the section 
of it in Church Lane, opposite the Wheatsheaf Pub on a Sunday evening in late 
July.  If anyone has any information about this could they please contact the clerks.

The new Local Plan Issues and Options Consultation document for South 
Cambridgeshire to 2031 has now been published.  South Cambridgeshire District 
Council invites your views to help create a new plan for how the area should be 
developed over the next 20 years. This is available online at www.scambs.gov.uk/
ldf/localplan  or telephone the Policy team on 01954 713813 for further information.  
The deadline for comments is 12 noon on 28th September 2012.

Parish Plan – our current Plan has now run out and we are looking for volunteers 
from the community to help formulate a new one to identify the needs and 
aspirations of the residents of Gamlingay for the next 4 years. Please get in touch if 
you can help in any way.

There have been some problems with youths driving on to the recreation field and 
some anti-social behavior.  Bollards have now been installed to prevent vehicular 
access and one car has been banned from using the Eco Hub car park. Some 
motorbikes have still been seen on the field.  Please report all incidents of anti-
social behavior to the police using the non-emergency number 101.

Cinques Common - This rare area of acid grassland in Cambridgeshire is 
managed on behalf of the Parish Council by the Wildlife Trust.  Over the last few 
years the Trust has been gradually removing the scrub to promote this grassland 
and combined with sheep grazing this has been working well. Many more rare 
plants have been found in the cleared areas.  Some of the scrub will be retained 
to provide nesting and foraging for various songbirds as well as being a valuable 
habitat in its own right.
The Parish Council and the Wildlife Trust encourage you to visit and enjoy the 
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Gamlingay History 
Society 

Artists along the Ouse with 
Bridget Flanagan 7:30pm 

Room 3 GVC

New members welcome

Common.  Car parking is provided.  Well behaved 
dogs are welcome but for the benefit of all visitors 
please ensure that dogs are kept under close control 
and any dog waste is disposed of in the dog poo bin at 
the entrance.  Dogs are not allowed when sheep are 
grazing in the Common (please look out for signage 
on the entry gates for dates).

Interested in local archeology?

The Parish Council is considering the possibility of 
forming a group of volunteers to investigate local sites 
within the village.  There may be funding available for 
equipment and training from Cambridgeshire County 
Council.  Please get in touch if this is something which 
interests you.

FOR INCLUSION IN YOUR PARISH MAGAZINE
South Cambridgeshire District Council in conjunction with its Tenant Participation 

Group (TPG) is running 3 tenant led Open Days in the Autumn of 2012.

If you are a TENANT or LEASEHOLDER of SOUTH CAMBS DISTRICT 
COUNCIL please come along and meet your local housing team, local Councillors, 

and get advice on Housing, Benefits, Employment, young people’s initiatives, 
ageing well initiatives, plus enjoy stands from contractors such as MEARS, 

Morrisons and Mitie.

Get involved in your housing service and help us to help you.

After all it’s Your Home – Your Service
 so come along and share your views with your fellow tenants and your landlord

FREE RAFFLE entry to all attendees. 
Juggling and circus skills and bouncy castle for the youngsters amongst us!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 8th September: 12 noon – 4pm at Impington Village College

Saturday 29th September: 12 noon -4pm at Melbourn Village College

Saturday 20th October: 12 noon – 4pm at Sawston Village College



MY SEWING MACHINE

My sewing machine and I are one.
Practical, useful
And probably under-achieving.
Like my brain,
My machine has umpteen dozen 
programmes,
Mostly unused,
Favouring the basic, known ways.

Sometimes we work at full throttle,
Whizzing away on yard after mile
Of simple, predictable seams:
Cushions, curtains, bunting and bags.
Other times, it’s painfully slow,
Stitch by careful stitch,
Around tricky comers and bends.

I confess to not having studied the 
manual,
Referring to it only when ‘things’ go 
wrong
Then berating myself for not planning 
ahead.
For instance - right needle for weight of 
fabric,
Correct choice of cotton.
Informed decisions required.

Lessons to be learned:
Know your machine -
Its strengths and weaknesses.
Understand when it/you needs help -
Progress is better with a guiding hand.
Maintain good running order.
Clear out the fluff from under the foot -
(So many similarities!)

Most of all look after it.
Don’t take any of it for granted.
It’s sitting, waiting to create something 
special.

Gill Spaul

A Letter from America
by Nicolas Van Gelder

Those lazy hazy days in Gamlingay 
seem so far distant. I miss walking to 
the Clinic, seeing a sign on the opposite 
svelte green lawn ‘No pooping on the 
grass’ – wishful thinking, of course 
– idling through the cemetery where 
my mother and my niece are buried – 
always a few tears to remember how 
deleterious son and uncle I was – and 
stopping by one of the pubs for a 
scotch or two. Then the fairground 
with old cars on one side (I loved the 
1957 Austin Healey sports car, drove 

past Roedean girls school in Brighton 
at 120 mph singing ‘O we are from 
Roedean School girls we are/ we take 
all precautions against all abortions/ we 
are from Roedean school) and a band 
consisting of youthful Gamlingayans 
making a god-awful noise vaguely 
sounding like music. Then there was 
the bloody awful Church sponsored 
ten-mile walk that almost killed me, 
the silver haired maniacs striding 
confidently passed me, only being 
resuscitated at the other end with 
a couple of large G&Ts downed in 
a couple of minutes. My favorite 
stopping place was the Indian (or was 
it Pakistani?) post office where I could 
send a letter and buy a bottle of liquor. 
That’s where I met the famous Jackie, 
editor of the Gazette. I thought to 
myself, ‘What a thankless job!’ But was 
too polite to say it aloud.

Well, here I am an ex-pat in America 
– ‘the land of the free and the home of 
the brave’. And in 2012 a country that 
is going to hell in a hand-basket.  Not, 
of course, that Britain is better off, 
what with the Republic of Scotland 
looming behind Hadrian’s Wall and 
Queen Elizabeth being forced to shake 
hands with an IRA thug who probably 
was involved with the murder of 
Lord Mountbatten. Still none of that 
compares with the vicissitudes faced by 
American society.

No, in America the hostility between 
left and right is almost more visceral 
than between  Catholics and Protestants 
in Northern Ireland or between 
Roundheads and Cavaliers during 
the English civil was (I am proud to 
say I’m a cavalier). The vitriol and 
sheer nastiness of the debate leaves an 
outsider stunned. Part of the problem 
is that Americans as a whole are poorly 
educated (when I started teaching at a 
university, my colleagues warned me 
that the first two years of a student’s 
progress was remedial high school (5th  

or 6th Form to you). 
It would take up much too much space 
to itemize the ferocity of the debate. 
Suffice to say that the left are regarded 
as socialists. Those who support 
healthcare reform are regarded as the 

letters



sons and daughters of Satan. Canadian, 
British and European systems are 
the devil’s brood. Debate, in these 
extremes, is quite impossible. Obama 
is a) born in Kenya b) a Muslim 
c) a European socialist d) a totally 
incompetent president hell-bent on 
destroying the American way of life by 
taking away individual rights, etc.

And before you start complaining about 
the NHS, count your blessings. A few 
years ago I had a ‘procedure’ (they 
never call it surgery) on my heart. I was 
in the hospital for no more than two 
hours. A couple of weeks later I was 
sent a bill for $47,000. Whatever that 
is in pounds sterling. The point is smile 
whenever you go to the Surgery.  

It reminds of other dark days. It was 
1967. I was a doctoral student at the 
University of Washington in Seattle. 
One evening I was walking to the 
library. Out of the shadowy trees 
came a group of men in their forties 
with baseball bats in hand running in 
search of rebellious students against the 
Vietnam War. Fortunately, I was dressed 
in tie and coat unlike my brethren who 
hung out looking like quintessential 
hippies. They ignored me and charged 
on.

I don’t want to give the wrong 
impression. Most Americans are 
effulgent, warm and welcoming. Just 
don’t talk to them about politics, sex 
or religion before ascertaining their 
politics, their sexual preferences and 
their religious beliefs. 

Which brings me back to Gamlingay. 
All the complaints about the NHS, VAT 
and Rupert Murdoch’s news media, not 
counting the scantily clad females in 
the Sun. Sorry, but you’ve got it made. 
If Romney becomes president of these 
here United States, I’m returning to 
England’s green and pleasant land – 
even if it is not exactly that.

As the old joke from the late ‘50s goes: 
A woman comes into a police station 
to complain she’s been raped. The DC 
asks her to describe her assailant. She 
ponders for a while and then says, 

‘One thing I can tell you is that he was 
a Conservative.’ ‘How do you know?’ 
asks the DC. ‘Well,’ she says, ‘I’ve 
never had it so good!’ History repeats 
itself time and again.

Meanwhile back in the U.S. of A. the 
Tea Partiers hold sway. They get all 
upset when I tell them they would be 
so much better off if they were still a 
part of the British Empire. I mean it’s 
the Queen’s Jubilee. And Daw Aung 
San Sui Kyi speaks to a joint session of 
parliament while the parliamentarians 
smile as if they really meant it. The U.S. 
and Britain are not so far apart. 

Gamlingay, rejoice. You’re neither half-
way up the hill nor half-way down the 
hill. Please stay there. And, without 
the slightest bias on my part, support 
the Gamlingay Gazette, if for no other 
reason than it is not owned by Rupert 
Murdoch.  

Dear Editor,
Lovely to see the Lupin Field so 
patriotic!
(Well, creamy white, pinky red, and 
mauvish blue)

Roderick Starksfield

letters
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A very positive evening – and we seem to have reached a 
point where we are all enjoying our writing.  The group’s aim 
is to improve our writing by encouraging each other – and 
we’re definitely achieving our objective.  Thank you to Sarah 
for hosting.

1. Introductions
No new members this month, but the people whose paths 
hadn’t previously crossed introduced themselves to each 
other.

2. Review of Targets
The group has started to view the targets more as an added 
bonus than a chore, which is a fantastic attitude!

The Chair has succeeded in finishing the first chapter of her 
fifth novel.  Her aim for this month is to finish the 
second chapter, and think of a plan for promoting 
novels 1-4.  She has also sent her ‘Train rant’ 
story to two London newspapers.

Sarah has not yet heard back from the publishers 
regarding ‘The Derwent Inheritance’ and ‘the 
Evacuee’.  She has made a great start on her 
very exciting new book – the eagerly awaited 
Vincenzi Brothers.

Keith W is still considering entering a competition.
Keith G succeeded in his aim of finishing July’s story on 

time, and now aims to do the same with August’s 
story.

Martin D has actually written most of a short story, & it 
might even see the light of day eventually!

Mike is hoping to collate stories for a booklet, and has 
over 70 to choose from!  He also wants to finish 
his cruise story.

Jackie is aiming to submit something in time for next 
month’s meeting.

Sally has the same aim as Jackie.  It can sometimes be 
a challenge to start writing again after a break, 
so well done for trying.

Lez is hoping to work on the structure of his yoga 
novel.

Well done, everyone, for having such a positive attitude 
towards the targets.

3. Competition News
Jackie entered her funeral parlour story in the Bridport Prize 
competition.  Lez has been published in a yoga magazine.  
Keith W has had a story published in a shooting magazine, 
and been paid for it.  What’s more – he might even become a 
regular columnist!  We’re all finding our way up the ladder to 
a wider audience.

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk



10km Run starts 10.30am
Ages: over 16s only
Register: online at www.bourntorun.com 
Closing date: 17th September 2012
Race limit: 1,000 runners
Timing: chip timing

3km Fun Run starts 10.40am
Ages: all ages (under 10s must be accompanied by adult)

Register: www.bourntorun.com or on the day

� Multi-terrain course through
beautiful scenery

� Great fun for all the family
� NEW for 2012: Team Event, see

www.bourntorun.com/teams
� Six individual winning

categories with prizes, medals
and goodie bags for all

� Early bird discounts for entry
before 31st July

in aid of Bourn Primary Academy & Bourn Sports Club

Sunday 23rd September 2012
Details and registration at: www.bourntorun.com
Places are limited – register early to avoid disappointment!

COUNTRY GASTROPUB
www.thewillowtreebourn.com

Sponsored
by



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Over 50’s walks meet at Ecohub car park. New members welcome.  Ring 654 891 
for further information

Wed 12th September, Thurs 11th 
October

History Society

Monday 10th September Artists along the Ouse with Bridget Flanagan 7:30pm Room 3 GVC

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 5th September Late Summer colour with Ben Potterton

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday 18th September Working to entertain you with Peter Cresswell

Tuesday 16th October Harvest supper

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Tuesdays: 18th September, 13th 
November Forum meetings

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for 
floor work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins).

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from 9pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches

every fourth Wednesday of the 
month 12:30pm start

Police surgeries

dates awaited 7.30pm Community Centre (eco-hub)



WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Eco hub.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Eco hub.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 379 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info. Further information can be found on the website www.
hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October..

The Gazette

Monday, 3rd September Copy deadline for October edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.
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4. Other News
Speaker – the Chair has contacted one potential speaker, 
who has failed to respond.  She tried another, who was a tutor 
at Wordfest, and the person they recommended has so far 
failed to respond.  The Chair will continue her efforts to hunt 
down a speaker.

Blog – the Chair has started this – it’s nothing more complicated 
than a thread on our website.  So far, it’s only her blogging 
away & it’s getting lonely on there, so please feel free to join 
her!  Add your thought of the day, or a line about a current 
project?

Former members – the Chair has contacted four former 
members, and three of them have responded.  All are alive 
and well, and one has even started writing again!  Welcome 
back, Val!

5. Discussion of Work
We noticed this month that only one or two stories were on 
the topic, which was ‘Personal Ads’.  Does this matter?  No it 
doesn’t!  The purpose of the group is for it to stimulate us to 
write, so as long as we’re writing, it’s all good!  On topic; off-
topic...it doesn’t matter at all, as long as we’re enjoying our 
work.  After all, variety is the spice of life.  If anything, it’s 
encouraging that we can come up with our own ideas.

St Mary’s Church Grand 
Raffle

St Mary’ Church would like to thank 
everyone who supported the grand 
raffle which was drawn on the Jubilee 
weekend.  A total of over £1,400 was 
raised.  Prizes included £100 cash, a 
food hamper, vouchers and various 
other food items.  The prize winners 
were E Riglen, M Macrow, J Vidler, 
D Brookes, B Cooper, B Garner, H 
Watkin and J Johnson.   

Calling all you talented 
people of Gamlingay...

Gamlingay has Talent will take place 
on Saturday 13 October 2012 in the 
Eco Hub.  We have already received 
a number of entries and it is shaping 
up to be an entertaining evening for 
all the family.   There will be singers, 
musicians and even performing dogs!    
Whatever talent you have, it is not too 
late to take part.   
Application forms and instructions can 
be found at www.gamlingaychurch.
co.uk/gamlingay-has-talent-0.   
Completed forms should be returned to 
Alec Hissett at 45 Fairfield or Andrew 
Smith at 32 Mill Street.    The closing 
date of entries is 30 September 2012. 
The audience will decide the winners so 
do encourage your friends and family to 
come along to support you. 
Tickets are on sale at the Cutting Mill 
and the Crafty Cupcake.  Admission is 
£5 per adult (audience and competitors) 
and £2.50 per child.   There will be no 
charge for children taking part.  
Doors will open for the audience at 
6.45pm.  There will be a licensed bar 
available from 7pm.   



      
Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the world.

PROJECT LION EYES 2012

Project Lion Eyes was developed by John May of Lichfield Lions, initially with the thought of providing an 
invaluable aid for the education of blind pupils.  The equipment comprises a scan to voice camera that can 
capture the text of a single page or entire book.  It then translates the written word into the spoken word and 
saves this on an audio file, which can be stored and read back to the blind.

However, when the equipment was demonstrated to Special schools, it became apparent that its true 
potential was even greater as a special needs teaching aid.  This is because it enables pupils to both see 
and hear the written word.  They have a control box suited to their needs, which enables them to highlight 
words, repeating as necessary until they understand – they have control so they can learn at their own 
speed.  Repetition is the basis of teaching reading and then they can go on to cover various subjects so they 
do not get left behind in their learning.

Biggleswade Sandy Lions introduced the equipment to Ivel Valley School and arranged a demonstration.  
It was enthusiastically welcomed by the staff  who could see immediately a great potential for use within 
their school.  Biggleswade Sandy Lions therefore donated the £2,000 to buy this equipment and associated 
software, making it only the third special school in the country to benefit from this amazing teaching aid.  
The Lions also strongly support the Central Youth Volunteering Project which can be contacted at CAB 
Biggleswade on Fridays 10am to 1.30pm.  Our Young Leaders in Service award scheme for those aged 11 
– 18 dovetails in with this.  Mums and Dads – do you have a young person in this age group in your family 
doing some community service by helping others?  If so, contact Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967 to enter 
them for this award.  
Full details are on www.biggeswadesandylions.org.uk.  

LIONS SUPPORT THE YOUNG



Festival of Ideas 2012

Festival of Ideas 2012 
synopsis:

Explore the big ideas in the 
arts, humanities and social 
sciences for free at the 2012 
Cambridge Festival of Ideas. 
The Festival offers hundreds of 
free talks, hands on activities, 
film screenings and workshops 
for all ages and will take place 
from Wednesday 24 October 
– Sunday 4 November 2012. 
The main day of the Festival 
on Saturday 27 October is 
bursting with free events for 
the whole family to enjoy on 
the University’s Sidgwick Site. 
For more information and a 
programme, please call: 01223 
766766 or visit: www.cam.ac.uk/
festivalofideas 

Booking opens Wednesday 12 
September

Wednesday 24 October – 
Sunday 4 November 2012

From the nightmare of 
global conflict and online Big 
Brothers to dreams of spiritual 
transcendence, this year’s 
Cambridge Festival of Ideas 
will keep you wide awake, 
entertained and stimulated this 
autumn.

The theme of the Festival, which 
takes place from 24 October 
to 4 November in University 
buildings, galleries and 
museums around Cambridge, is 
‘dreams and nightmares’. The 
Festival aims to celebrate and 
promote the huge breadth of 
work covered by the University 
of Cambridge across the Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
and to invites experts from 
across the country to take part.

Speakers at the host of debates 
and talks include the legendary 

BBC World Affairs Editor John 
Simpson, China expert Martin 
Jacques, Radio 4 Controller 
Gwyneth Williams and Executive 
Editor of The Economist, Daniel 
Franklin.

The debates cover issues as 
wide-ranging as the aftermath of 
the Arab Spring, the future of the 
BRICs, the social impact on the 
West of the rise of China and the 
US elections. Professor Simon 
Baron Cohen will take part in 
a panel discussion on whether 
neuroscience has been used 
to promote traditional gender 
stereotypes.
John Simpson will ask whether, 
in a world of increasing 
turbulence, progressive forces 
will be stronger than repressive 
ones and if our increasing 
interconnectedness is a force for 
good in international politics.

The main day of the Festival 
on Saturday 27 October is 
packed full of talks and debates 
for adults and workshops and 
performances for children. 
There will be performances 
by three acclaimed authors 
and poets, Lauren Child, best 
known for her Charlie and Lola 

series; Andy Stanton of Mr Gum 
fame; and legendary Rasta and 
performance poet, Benjamin 
Zephaniah.

Interactive sessions range from 
making junk musical instruments, 
puppets, graffiti and circus 
workshops to an examination of 
the everyday practice of magic in 
medieval Egypt.

The events for children continue 
through half term week and, 
in keeping with the nightmare 
theme, include talks and handling 
sessions with slimy hagfish 
and blood-sucking mini-beasts. 
On Halloween, the Scott Polar 
Museum will be sharing close 
encounters with dreaming 
explorers, ghostly presences, 
trails and creative activities, 
spooky books and film.

For more information and a 
programme, please call: 01223 
766766 or visit: www.cam.ac.uk/
festivalofideas 

Booking opens Wednesday 12 
September
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Call: 0844 248 8181   
Visit: www.woodgreen.org.uk 
Or Email: info@woodgreen.org.uk
King’s Bush Farm, London Road, 
Godmanchester, Cambridgeshire, PE29 2NH

Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of our Godmanchester Centre

We will also be joined on the day by:
   Shepreth Wildlife Park with some creepy crawlies
   South Wales Police horse & dog display – come 
and meet the police dogs and get a chance to visit 
the police horse box

Animal Fun 
Day

 Fun dog show    Ask the experts    Pet toy making
 Get up close with the animals at feeding time
 Shopping opportunities for you and your pets

 Dog agility    Bouncy castle

Sunday 16th September
10.00am – 4.00pm
£2 Adults, Children FrEE
Dogs Welcome

Wood Green, The Animals Charity is the registered Trademark of Wood Green Animal Shelters, registered Charity No. 298348.

Open Cambridge 7–9 
September 2012

A free weekend celebrating 
history, heritage and culture from 
the University of Cambridge

For one special weekend in 
September Cambridge will open 
its doors and welcome everyone 
to share in its spectacular 
architecture, art collections, 
libraries and gardens. Open 
Cambridge features a variety 
of free pre-bookable and drop 
in events across the Friday and 
Saturday. Walks, talks, tours and 
exhibitions will highlight aspects 
of the City’s history and its rich 
heritage. A range of libraries, 

gardens, museums and historic 
buildings normally closed to the 
public will open up for families, 
local residents and community 
groups to discover and explore.  

This year’s Open Cambridge 
will offer a dip into the swimming 
history of Cambridge. Explore 
some of Cambridge’s swimming 
haunts, and learn about the 
Chancellor who warned scholars 
bathing in the river would be 
publicly whipped - and how 
hundreds of years later the river 
was teeming with swimmers 
including Rupert Brooke.

A tour of the Central Science 
Library promises to be a highlight 
for visitors of all ages. Built on 
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the remains of a medieval monastery, the Central Science offers subterranean stacks, a historic collection 
of illustrated natural science books, and a reputation for ghostly visitors.

Other events include a behind the scene tour of the ADC theatre, home of the famed University Footlights 
dramatic society; combined punting and walking tours of Cambridge; and lessons in Victorian party 
planning, among many more. 

This year, we are again pleased to welcome a number of City venues to the programme.  Look out for 
tours of some of the city’s most significant historic buildings.

For a rare chance to visit several Colleges in one day while supporting local charities, consider 
participating in the Bridge the Gap charity walk taking place on Sunday 9 September.

All activities are free, unless specifically stated. Advanced booking is essential on all tours, and is available 
online at: www.cam.ac.uk/opencambridge  Bookings open at 10am on 23 July. For information on 
accessibility and other inquiries, please check the event description or call us on 01223 766766.

GAMLINGAY LIBRARY ACCESS POINT NEW OPENING HOURS
Gamlingay Library, the Ecohub, Stocks Lane, Gamlingay SG19 3JR
Tel. 01767 651226
Monday 2-8pm Homework club 3.30- 6pm
Tuesday 9.15- 12.15
Wednesday 10.30- 3.15 Toddlers’ story time 11am

Free drinks for pensioners 12.15- 3.15
Free drop-in computer training 1-3pm

Thursday 5-8pm
Saturday 9.30- 12.30



News from Gamlingay 
Library

Despite the Jubilee and the Olympics 
it was busier than ever this summer as 
people dodged the raindrops to collect 
their holiday reading at Gamlingay 
Library Access Point. But now it’s 
not just books available at the library- 
thanks to Cambridgeshire Libraries and 
a generous donation from the South 
Cambridgeshire Community Chest 
fund, public access computers have 
been installed at the Ecohub. These are 
freely available whenever the Ecohub is 
open. As well as allowing internet access 
and word processing, these computers 
have all sorts of interesting software on 
them, completely free to use, such as 
the complete Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
historic parish records for the whole of 
Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, 
and most popularly, the library edition 
of the Ancestry genealogy website. This 
website is an excellent starting point if 
you are investigating your family history 
and contains all the information available 
on the far more expensive home version. 

Computer courses are up and 
running – every Wednesday afternoon 
our keen and friendly volunteers are 
here waiting to help you learn basic 
computer skills. They can guide 
you through the “Go On” computer 
course, which is designed for total 
beginners, and then, onto e-mail, 
Skype, digital photos, Facebook, and 
internet searching and shopping.  And 
if you want more advanced help, our 
experienced volunteers can help with 
that as well. If you are interested, 
just pop in and ask for further details, 
or drop in between 1 and 3pm any 
Wednesday.

And finally, congratulations to 
the children who successfully completed 
this year’s summer reading challenge, 
by reading at least one book a week 
(and in many cases, far, far more!) 
throughout the whole summer holiday.  
The reading challenge was held in every 
library in the country, and in Gamlingay 
dozens of youngsters signed up, and 
between them read hundreds of books. 
Well done!

That New Exam
by Tony Woodall

When I was a lad I studied my book
And then the School Certificate took.
And after that, with effort  dire,
I took and passed exams called 
“higher”. 
About that time they changed the 
scene
And my exams became  “has been”.  
The brought in levels “O” and “A” 
“Far better”, they said. “They are here 
to stay.

The snag, of course, they soon did rue 
it - 
Only the top fifth of kids could do it.  
So that the systems more fair could be
They invented and brought in C.S.E.  
But though this act was more decisive
 The set-up soon became devisive.  
O-Levels shone like polished glass 
While C.S.E. were second class.

And so time passed - at least it 
worked, 
Not many kids their studies shirked.
But, just as employers understood 
That CSE’s could be as good.
They went and changed the game 
once more
And we’re not quite sure what lies in 
store.
From first impressions, it seems to 
me, 
There’s somewhat more in GCSE.

Written exams, of course, they’ll take
But for the nervous and grafters’ sake 
Coursework will be marked as well  
In all the subjects, truth to tell
And while this scheme is well 
bestowed 
It will, of course increase the load
Of teachers, markers, students too 
And parents. Yes! That will mean you!

There’s not so much yet we can 
disclose, 
So  many questions does it pose.  
Three levels of entry instead of two- 
Let’s hope that will not come true.  
That Fred’s a “higher”, Pauline’s 
“foundation”
And George is “inter” - split the 
nation 
But don’t let’s knock it for lack of 
nerve.  
We all of us must make it serve.

But that was then, and this is now 
Guess what - it’s changed again, and 
how! 
Across the land in every school 
National Cirruculum doth rule.  
A standard stage for everything.  
In Education “SATS” is king.  
Tests at 7, 11, 14 
Whitehall wants league tables to be 
seen.

But far from being cut, dried and neat 
There is a risk twill ’self defeat.  
Teachers now find their wish to teach 
Is fast being out right out of reach.  
For tests and marks and rules and 
lists.  
Bring disillusion, shaking fists.  
The reason (as I run out of rhyme) 
Quite simply - there just isn’t time.

...
Yes that was then and this is now.
The wheel’s about to turn somehow.  
Out come the phrasers - oh so trite, 
this time they they’ll get it right. 
“We know what’s best” - this thought 
still features.  
PLEASE! This time leave it to the 
teachers!!

A poem written over two different 
Centuries. Main poem in 1988, the 
last stanza in 2012 - ed



The Carbon

TSAR
YOU can reduce China’s carbon footprint!
China’s carbon footprint is growing. Per head it is still much less than ours but they have 
a lot of heads over there. Much of this is created by making goods for the west, the CO2 
produced being allocated to China not us. How can we help them?

Charity Shops
The function of charity shops is to reduce the carbon footprint of China by reducing the 
number of things made in China to replace perfectly good ones otherwise thrown away. 

Freegle
This is a web based scheme by which people can give away stuff they don’t want and 
get for free stuff they want that someone is giving away. Think of a huge virtual skip that 
people are throwing stuff into and other people are picking stuff out of. It’s a scheme 
that is growing surprisingly fast.
http://freegle.in/Sandy
www.ilovefreegle.org
(There are actually a number of other web sites that allow this sort of thing).

Preen Furniture Bank
I’ve mentions Preen before. They are in Biggleswade. Take in your old furniture, white 
goods etc. or go there to buy some -  www.preencic.org

“And ladies and gentlemen in Gamlingay then abed shall think themselves accursed 
they did not ride with us upon that day!”

The GEAG annual cycle ride took place on the 23rd June, 2012 as part of the UK 
National Cycle Week. It was a great event enjoyed by 12 folk from the village. The 23 
mile ride stuck to quiet roads and was followed by all except the most geographically 
challenged among us.
Highlights included John Mercer in the yellow jersey (the one he always wears) leading 
an early breakaway until the pelaton caught them at the Wimpole Hall cafe and John 
‘King of the Mountains’ Mossman hammering up Croydon Hill leaving people pushing 
their bikes in his wake. We only had a couple of punctures.

Thanks again Sarah for making it happen and for a great day out. Keep Biking!

- GEAG Meeting, 19th 
Sepember-

TRANSITION TOWNS

Should we become a ‘Transtion 
Town’, OK, ‘Transition Village’ 

then?

All Welcome.

Held in the Eco-Hub
and we usually go to the 

Cock for a pint afterwards.

Contact GEAG

For more information, contact the 
GEAG co-ordinator Brycchan Carey

18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155

contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

GEAG will be at the Village Show 
– with a quiz and prizes – and 

at the Gamlingay Green Day on 
the 20th October, in the Eco-Hub, 

obviously.

Power Vacuum - again?

Following the impending 
abdication of the Carbon Tsar we 
are STILL taking applications to be 
the next SPEP representative for 
the village – anyone? please? 



HELP US TO CELEBRATE 
30 YEARS OF HEARING 

DOGS FOR DEAF 
PEOPLE

BY SUPPORTING OUR 
FUN DOG SHOW AND 

DOG DECATHLON

Is your dog the best biscuit catcher, 
do you have the best 6 legs or maybe 
you have the cutest puppy or most 
superb senior dog – why not come 
along to our fun dog show and find 
out? 

Our decathlon will see how well (and 
how fast) you and your dog can work 
together to negotiate round our 10 
challenges – if you like having lots of 
fun and work as a team with your dog 
then this is the event for you both.

In addition to the variety classes 
there will be merchandise for sale, 
and a tombola.  We will have lots of 
information about the charity so why 
not come along and find out more 
about our work? All entrants to the 
dog show will receive a goody bag to 
take home and there are prizes on 
offer for class winners.  Entries will 
be taken on the day only and costs 
are:  fun classes are £1.00 per dog per 
class; entries for the dog decathlon 
are £1.50 per attempt.

This event is part of the Food, 
Farming and Countryside day at 
Milton Country Park where there 
will be local food stalls and the 
Milton Produce show together with 
information and activities from wildlife 
and countryside organisations.  This 
promises to be a great family day out 
so why not come along and support 
us.  Car parking charges at the park 
will apply (£2.00 for the whole day).  
The whole event is from 11.00 am to 
5.00 pm., however dog show entries 
will be taken from 11.00am with the 
classes starting at 12.00. Further 
information on the day can be found 
at www.miltoncountrypark.org 
 
For more information about the dog 
show please contact Jenny Parker 
on 01223 833562 (evenings only 
please) or jennifer.parker5@
btopenworld.com

Jenny Parker, Branch Co-ordinator

Dave and Tina have been running the Wheatsheaf now for 3 months and it 
has been a busy and productive time for them.

An early success was the award of the CaskMarque accreditation for the 
quality of the ales on offer. Normally, the award is given after several months 
of trading but given Dave and Tina’s past reputation, the award was presented 
sooner.  “Our first three months have been amazing, we have met such 
wonderful people, the village is beautiful and the surrounding countryside is 
lovely. We are just looking forward to summer!”

Dave and Tina are keen to develop the community pub feel of the Wheatsheaf. 
They have reformed the pool team who are competing in the local league and 
now also have a petanque team at the pub. “Its been great getting the pool 
team up and running and we hope to be able to strengthen the team in time 
for the main winter league competitions”

Their next target is to reform the pubs darts team. Interestingly, the Wheatsheaf 
was one of 9 founding pubs in the East Bedfordshire Invitation Darts League 
in 1999.  

If you would like to join the pub darts league, or any other team then give Dave 
or Tina a call.

If you fancy alight bite, then Dave and Tina have recently introduced a modest 
menu, offering a range of home prepared pizzas and bar snacks. Their Full 
English breakfast pizza is a unique yet delicious combination!

In addition to all the above, the Wheatsheaf now has Sky Sports TV and so 
will be showing all Premier League Football matches as well as other major 
sports events.

Keep an eye on the pubs web site (thewheatsheafgamlingay.co.uk) or 
facebook page for their list of live bands coming to the pub from September 
onwards. “We intend to bring a range of class acts to the pub playing great 
music; predominantly on Friday nights”

“We would like to thank everyone for their support over the past few months – 
we’ve been made to feel very welcome. Thankyou”

The Wheatsheaf
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CIRCULAR CYCLE RIDES
Old Warden

• Start from St Leonard’s Church car park in Old Warden. From here cycle down the short, steep hill to the metalled road and turn 
left.
• Head along the road out of Old Warden village and bear left towards Ickwell
Green village.
• Go past the cricket pitch and maypole and then head through Northill on the Thorncote Road. Turn left just past ‘Kilchoan’ and 
head up Budna Road, through the tiny hamlet of Budna and then turn left at the T junction.
• Head along the lane which runs alongside Sheerhatch Wood (on the right). At the T junction with the Northill – Cople road head 
(carefully) straight across the road and along BW10, an off-road section using an old trackway, and now part of the Greensand 
Ridge Walk.
• Continue to follow BW10 along the field edges to Bedford Road, turn left onto the road and , just past the cottages on the right, 
turn right down the small lane past Warden Manor Farm on the left. Follow the lane all the way to the T junction and turn right 
then turn left at the fork around the point of Keeper’s Warren wood. Follow the road to Ireland, past the PH then bear left along 
the straight section of road.
• Continue along this road and turn left towards the village of Southill. Continue around the right hand bend and through the 
village.
• At the Broom crossroads cross straight ahead (very carefully) over the B658 and along the Southill Road to Broom village.
• In the village centre bear left around the small triangular village green and cycle along the High Street then bear right along 
High Road. At the T junction turn left along Gypsy Lane.
• After a few minutes riding you will see a bridleway (BW3) on the left. Turn along here, over the bridge and past the flooded 
sand quarries. Stop at the B658 and very carefully cross straight ahead and down the track past Kings Hill Cottages and Kings 
Hill Farm.
• Just past the farm turn right, through the bridlegate, and along BW14 across the grassy field. Go through another bridlegate and 
over the bridge and follow the stream.
• At the road you can either turn left along the road and back to Old Warden church or cross straight over the road and along the 
bridleway track of Sheeplane to Ickwell Green.
• At the end of the track bear left keeping the Green and cricket pavilion to your right. At the road turn left and head up the hill 
out of the village. Bear right at the fork on to the Old Warden road and into Old Warden, and turn right back to St Leonards 
church car park.

SHORTCUTS/ADDITIONS
There are three shortcuts along this route:
• From the start, at St Leonard’s church, cycle down the short, steep hill to the metalled road and turn left. Cycle approx., 150m 
then turn right along the farm track (BW13), follow this track bearing left onto BW12 and go through Mount Pleasant Farm. Stay 
on the track through Palmers Wood then across fields. Approx., 180m past Sweet Briar Farm (on the left) turn left onto BW10 
and then follow BW10 (Greensand Ridge Walk) as described above.
• As you enter Southill village from the west turn left 80m after the right hand bend and follow the road past the Old Vicarage. 
Ignore the right hand bend and carry straight on past Southill Church (on the left) and the Tree Nursery (on the right). Approx., 
190m after the left hand bend turn right onto BW3 and ride along the field edge. Continue following the track (which becomes 
BW14) to the metalled track through the Shuttleworth Estate. Turn right here then left onto BW14 following the route description 
above. This cuts out the eastern section of the route.
Another option is to stay on the road out of Southill, through Warden Warren then turn right at the T junction and back through 
Old Warden village to the church.
• At the end of BW14, instead of going across the road and down Sheeplane (BW6) to Ickwell Green turn left onto then road and 
cycle past the Old Warden Aerodrome and Swiss Garden (on the left) and back to Old Warden village and the church.
Remember when cycling:
•Always keep to the waymarked routes and do not enter private land.
Please DO NOT cycle on footpaths.
• Always ride in single file when roads are narrow and never ride more than two abreast.
•Make sure you are visible to others.
•Always use lights after dark or in poor visibility.
•Plan your route according to the weather and daylight hours.
•Be aware of animals, other cyclists, pedestrians, horse riders and car drivers when cycling.
•Keep your speed down and give way to walkers and other path users.
•Be polite and considerate towards landowners and farmers.
•Keep away from farm machinery or farm/forestry operations.



Pond `Dip

Andy and Michelle -  “Thanks for the cake donations

£200 Epilespy Mill Str Bench - garden

Old Farmhouse

I would like to thank everyone for their contribution to the open gardens and to let everyone know we raised £1000 for.
Parkinsons. All the other charities also benefited from the day including, Sunshine Nursery, St Mary’s Church, Epilepsy Uk 
and Spina bifida (think that’s who Taylard House were raising  money for? ). Special thanks to those who sat on the steering 
group especially Sue and David Thorne for their unending support and encouragement. Sue personally raised over £200 for 
Parkinson’s, in her garden alone (Rose Cottage). I have also received many personal donations from villagers who couldn’t 
make it on the day.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  Fay

Jen and Phil Hunt



Taylard House

Pimms in the Garden

Manse garden



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 
940

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 278 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 
491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

Community Centre 
Manager (Ecohub)

Andrea 
Hutchison

0798 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline 

Girdwood
651 091

Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
community centre

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 891

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas, 316 518

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Maria Spence 0771 
1161 618

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth  07812 
049139

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood  01480 
830 866

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

Youth Club
Lucy Rands

07929 
453235Youth Cafe

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 519

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 208

Village College Head 650 360
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 208

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm homework club 3.30 – 6pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm



Village Information

Library Opening hours   01767 651 226
Monday 2.00pm – 8.00pm homework club 3.30 – 6pm 
Tuesday 9.15am - 12.15pm
Wednesday 10.30am - 3.15pm toddlers’ story time 11am, free drinks for pensioners from 12.15pm - 3.15pm, 

drop in computer training 1-3pm
Thursday 5.00pm – 8.00pm
Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

101

Community Police PC S.Wiltshire
PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,

Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

at Community 
Centre office

clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Sarah Groom

Vice Chairman Nick Telford-Reed
Library Kate 

Laugharne
651 226

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0845 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 830

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 178
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101


