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Finally, and at long last, we can 
announce that the Gamlingay 
Skate Park is in place and, as 
you can see from the pictures, is 
looking fantastic!  By the time 
you read this you probably will 
have seen it for yourself in situ at 
the top of the recreation ground 
near the Butts Play Area, and 
may even have used it.  If so, 
enjoy!
As many of you know, the 

Skatepark project was initiated 
over 3 years ago when a group 
of young people went on a 
residential course to design a 
facility for youth in the village.  
They subsequently worked 
for a year with architects from 
the Glasshouse (a Sainsbury 
funded charity) and produced an 
outstanding design that although 

proving too expensive to build 
in its whole, did help to raise the 
funding needed to build the park 
itself.  The Park has been built by 
Streetskape who are based near 
Norwich.
It is thanks to the hard working 

Forward Gamlingay! team 
that the Skatepark now exists 
and in turn they would like 
to thank those who gave the 
grants and donations to make 
it possible.  Just over a third of 
the money needed was given as 
a single grant from Littlewoods 
Foundation for Sport and the 
Arts; other benefactors include 
South Cambs District Council; 
Gamlingay Parish Council; 
Pinewood Structures; Cambridge 
Youth Bank (supported by 
Cambs County Council and the 

Department for Children and 
Schools Foundation); Keith 
Maddocks; Chris Smith and 
Forward Gamlingay! itself.  In 
addition, big, big thanks must go 
to everyone in the village who 
raised money towards this project 
by holding events and sales 
and donated the proceeds to the 
Skatepark Fund.  It’s been a long 
time coming for many of you, but 
we have done it at last.
It is possible that in the future, 

we may be able to incorporate 
some of the original landscaping 
ideas put forward by the young 
skaters into the plans for the 
refurbishment of the Community 
Centre, in order to achieve an 
attractive and coherent space 
along the top of the Recreation 
ground between the Centre and 
the Skate Park.
But for now, here we are, with 

a Skatepark which, as I write 
this, is being well used and 
enjoyed despite the bitterly cold 
weather (it’s early February!).  
The official launch is due to 
take place on 14 February and 
we’ll bring you pictures of that 
in the April Gazette.  We are 
also planning free skateboarding 
instruction for youngsters who 
would like to learn how to 
use the Skatepark – if you are 
interested in putting your name 
down for this, just phone Ken 
Lynch on 01767 681739.
Oh, and one thing – if you are 
using it, please keep it clean and 
litter free – it is your facility after 
all!

SKATE ON!
Gamlingay has a brand new 

Skate Park.



Are you bored, and have 
nothing to do?

The Gamlingay Skating School is now being 
re-launched.

Urgently required:
Experienced skate boarders to be instructors 

for this project.
You must be 12-18 years of age to join.

All teenagers welcome.

NOTE: Students must be 5-12 years old. Boys 
and girls please note: all lessons are FREE.

Phone Ken Lynch 01767 6881 739 for further 
information and details also on
www.bedsskatingschool.co.uk

FREE taxi vouchers for instructors from 
Stratton School to get them to the right venue.

continued from page1
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

continued on page �

Services for the Benefice of Gamlingay and Everton 
March 2009

Sunday 1st March Lent 1
8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E
Sunday 8th March Lent 2
8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H
Monday 9th March
8pm Quiet Service G
Sunday 15th March Lent 3
8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Annual Meeting, G and H

and Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
Sunday 22nd March Mothering Sunday
8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Deanery Evensong with Rt Revd John Flack G
Saturday 28th March
6.30pm Special Service ‘Mary Magdalene’ G
Sunday 29th March Lent 5
8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Dear Readers,

Every parish church in the Anglican Communion is part of a diocese and therefore works under the oversight of a bishop; in our 
case the Bishop of Ely, Anthony Russell. Some of us from the churches of St Mary’s Gamlingay, Hatley St George and St Mary’s 
in Everton were present at Ely Cathedral at the end of January to witness the launch of Ely 900. This is a year long celebration of 
900 years of the Diocese of Ely; the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams was there to preach and lead the service.

Over the course of this year there will be a series of events around the diocese to look back over the past and to look forward to 
the future as part of the anniversary celebrations. Each parish church is expected to celebrate too, at a local level. In our benefice 
there are a number of activities and events planned ranging from concerts, a fête and fundraising activities. Keep a look out in the 
Gazette and in the church notices and posters around the villages for details throughout the year.

At the same time the Bishop has also asked every church to construct a Mission Action Plan (MAP). This is a way of thinking 
about the church’s mission, about working out what the church is for and how it can go about improving itself and the life of 
those in the community. We have begun this process and so over the coming months we will be looking for opportunities to seek 



News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the second Sunday of each month

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Alpha Sunday 6.00pm

continued from page �

Dear friends,

Over the Christmas period, I was somewhat dismayed to hear a Channel 4 news-
reader describe people in ‘this day and age’ who live a traditional Christian life as 
‘somewhat eccentric’. Indeed, even over the 39 years of my life, much seems to have 
changed. Christianity seems to have been edged out of many of areas of mainstream 
national life and whilst there are some who say this is a good thing, I am not so sure.

As I write this article, the main news story on the radio concerns a two year old girl, 
who has just watched her father get stabbed to death at a bus stop. We are living 
in a society which has lost its sense of direction and this is becoming increasingly 
noticeable in the lives of some of our young people, especially in the growing ‘gang 
culture’ in some of our cities. 

The ‘somewhat eccentric’ teachings of the Bible – such as the Ten Commandments 
of Exodus 20, some of which are: ‘Do not kill’, ‘Do not commit adultery’, ‘Do not 
lie’, ‘Do not steal’, ‘Honour your parents’, ‘Don’t covet other people’s possessions’ 
give clear guidance how we may live together in a harmonious way. ‘Work for six 
days and rest on the Sabbath’ (my paraphrase) ensures that we don’t overdo things 
and live a healthy balanced life. Far from being ‘eccentric’, even in human terms, 
the Bible shows us how we may live together respecting one another and at peace.
 
As a Christian who lives that ‘somewhat eccentric’ lifestyle, to me, these commands 
express some of the character of the God who calls us to live at peace together. For 
me, the Bible reveals a God who loves each and every being on this planet, who 
from the very beginning called us to be ‘good stewards’ of the world and its resourc-
es and who desires to be in relationship with us. This is a God who does not stand 
outside, at a distance, but one who became human in the person of Jesus Christ and 
demonstrated His love for us, dying in our place on the cross at Easter, so that we 
can not only live at peace with one another, but also at peace with Him.

If living this way is ‘eccentric’, then to live a fulfilled, peaceful, joyful life is ‘eccen-
tric’ and the longer I live, the more ‘eccentric’ I want to become!

Very Best Wishes!

James

more effective and lasting partnerships with other groups, organisations and indi-
viduals in this community and beyond.

The year 2009 is going to be a year of celebrating 900 years of church and commu-
nity history and of putting into practice an enlivening plan for mission. We would 
like everyone in the parishes of Gamlinagy, Everton and Hatley to feel a part of 
all of this; whilst we recognise the value and beauty of our church buildings, the 
real church is the body of Christ, that is, the people who gather to work and pray 
together, just as they have done in this diocese for 900 years.

Revd Steven Rothwell



CALLING ALL GARDENERS!
Gamlingay Village Show 2009

It’s time to root out your rakes, wash off your wellies, dust off your dibbers, and start 
planting and growing for the 2009 Gamlingay Show. We’ve kept some old favourites 
and we hope that there’ll be something of interest for everyone.
Let’s hope that the coming months will bring just the right combination of sunshine 
and rain to bring out lots of entries for the show on Saturday 19th September.
Just look at all the things you can grow:

SECTION 1 – VEGETABLES SECTION 2 – FRUIT
1A 6 Runner beans 2A 5 eating apples
1B 6 Beetroot with 3” stalks 2B 10 soft fruits 

(any combination)
1C 3 Onions 2C 5 Pears
1D 3 Potatoes 2D 5 other fruit
1E 3 Courgettes
1F 5 Carrots with 3” stalks SECTION 3 – FLOWERS
1G 5 Tomatoes 3A 5 Dahlia blooms
1H 5 Cherry Tomatoes 3C A flower or spray on single 

stem
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary 

herbs
3D Vase of 3 different perennials

1J Heaviest Marrow
1K Longest Runner bean SECTION 4 – POT PLANTS
1L Collection of 3 different 

vegetables (3 of each)
4A A flowering pot plant

4B A foliage plant

Watch out for the full list of all the competition classes in the April Gazette.

If anyone is interested in joining the Gamlingay Show committee, please contact us 
at “gamlingay_show@yahoo.co.uk”

Mary Magdalene

On Saturday 28 March 2009, the Ampthill and District Churches 
Together Choir will be putting on a performance of “Mary 
Magdalene” at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Gamlingay. 

Around 40 members of the choir will be singing and acting out the 
story of Mary which will be told in the context of worship. There will 
be an opportunity for members of the audience to join in with some of 
the songs. There is no admission charge for this event but there will 
be a retiring collection to offset any expenses incurred, any surplus 
money going to charity. 

The performance begins at 6.30p.m. and all are welcome



the shop. The shop (01767 680541) is 
open every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 

 
Some events over the next few 

weeks:
Skylark safari! Sunday 8 

March, 10.00 -12.00pm. Look 
for skylarks and meadow 
pipits, and other birds of open 
grasslands.

Tuesday morning walkers, 
every Tuesday 9.30am. Enjoy 
the reserve with others, keep fit 
and see wildlife.

Mother’s Day walk and 
quiz, Sunday 22 March. Quiz 
available 10am - 4pm. Treat 
mum to a relaxing walk around 
the reserve while taking part in 
a themed quiz and a chance to 
win a prize! £1 to enter quiz.

News from 

The Lodge nature reserve

The reserve has been a great place to 
see finches over the winter. Because 
they eat seeds, they can cope much 
better with cold weather than insect 
eaters such as warblers. They fly in from 
Europe, where the snow and freezing 
conditions can make life unbearable, 
hoping that the climate will be kinder 
here. Twenty bramblings appeared on 
the feeders at The Lodge, an exciting 
change from the commoner chaffinches 
and greenfinches. Bramblings are like 
colourful chaffinches – the males in 
particular are a brilliant black and 
orange. There were flocks of siskins too: 
a small, dumpy, yellowy-green bird with 
a forked tail. They like to feed on tree 
seeds, and may visit peanut feeders in 
your garden during the winter.

The star of our winter was the 
waxwing. We had ten of these exotic, 
parakeet-like birds for about a month. 
The size and shape of starlings, but flesh 
pink, and sporting a jaunty pink crest, 
these birds really do look special. When 
you get up close, you can see intense 
streaks of red and gold too. They fed 
hungrily in yews by the gatehouse, only 
to leave when the berries ran out. By the 
time you read this they will have flown 
from the UK, returning home to their 
dark, cool Scandinavian woodlands.

Spring is unbuttoning green buds 
and pushing up the bluebells. It is a 
fantastic time to visit. By March, most 
resident birds have paired, and should 
already have found that special place 
to rear a family. Male songbirds are 
singing their hearts out, woodpeckers 
drumming on hollow branches. Summer 
migrants – birds that spent the winter 
in warmer, southern countries - should 
be appearing, too: look and listen 
for chiffchaffs and willow warblers, 
blackcaps and whitethroats. You can 
also hear skylarks on open fields now. 
At The Lodge we are hoping for a rare 
woodlark, on the heath!

The reserve is open every day of the 
week, from dawn to dusk, and there are 
plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported the carol singers in 
December.
We raised £58.47 in aid of Sue 
Ryder Care.
See you next year!

Thanks also to Philip and 
Linday Gorton for the hot and 
homemade refreshments served 
at The Emplins afterwards. 
These were much appreciated.



SOUTH CAMBS DISTRICT 
COUNCIL

STATION ROAD 
DEVELOPMENT

Both of our district Councillors, 
Sebastian Kindersley and Bridget 
Smith, spoke volubly in favour of the 
proposal, with particular emphasis on 
the benefits to the village.

Our fears of traffic congestion in 
Church Street, Stocks Lane and the 
junction at Stocks Lane, will ‘be 
resolved’ (how was not covered) and 
not a serious as the Parish Council made 
out.  Despite the increase in traffic on 
Station Road, it is thought unlikely that 
the speed restriction would be reduced 
from 40mph to 30mph.

The Parish Council’s objections were 
ignored.

Objections from Conservation and 
County Public Transport (both 
recommended
refusal) were ignored, as were fears 
of noise and light pollution, and the 
suitability of the site being surrounded 
on three sides by open space.

The votes were eleven for, one against, 
no abstentions.

A sad day for Gamlingay

District Councillors Take an 
Independent Line

by Philip Gorton.
I attended the meeting of the South 

Cambridgeshire District Council on the 
afternoon of 4th February because the 
Planning Committee was considering the 
proposal by Merton College to develop 
the site on Station Road for 85 houses 
and light industrial units.   

I was allowed to speak for 3 minutes 
and the main thrust of my argument was 
that the application should be delayed 
for it to be considered at the same time 
as the proposals for the Green End site.

The Merton proposal was for outline 
planning permission. Even so I was 
surprised at the lack of any sort of clarity 
about what was being proposed.   It is 
clear that Councillors had no idea about 
what benefits might accrue to the village.   
Council officials were quite clear that 
the £ 1,250,000 promised by Merton will 
not be part of the deal.   If that sum is to 
be secured then there will have to be a 
separate agreement between the Parish 
Council and Merton.   Any bets on the 
outcome?

Traffic measures were very nearly as 
vague.   It is clear that there will be a 
footpath to the south of Station Road but 
details of road junctions and possible 
improvements were left entirely vague.

The South Cambridgeshire Urban 
Design Team considered that the layout 
plan submitted with the application will 
have to be entirely redrawn.   So we do 
not even know what is being approved at 
that basic level.

I tried to suggest to the Council that 
noise from the existing industry would 
prove to be a problem unless the light 
industrial units were built first.   These 
units are designed to baffle noise 
from the existing factory.   This point 
was taken up by Councillors but no 
assurances were given.

I pointed out that our door to door 
survey had shown that 95.2% of all 
those residents of Gamlingay who had 
expressed an opinion were against the 
proposal.   

All this was of course known to our 
Councillors well before the meeting.   
Even so they decided that the Station 
Road development would be good for 
the village and spoke in favour of the 
proposal.   Bridget Smith, who is not 

a member of the Planning Committee 
attended and spoke vehemently in 
favour saying that Gamlingay needed 
the 40 Social houses, that the light 
industrial units were required (though 
why they could not be provided 
under the existing permissions 
was not touched on) and that the 
Community benefits far outweighed any 
disadvantages. 

Sebastian Kindersley said that this was 
a difficult decision but on the whole the 
community benefits would be of great 
value to the village.   I cannot but be a 
bit perplexed by this as the applicants 
have still to set down in black and white 
just what those benefits will be.   I am 
sure that everyone will have to be very 
careful to ensure that Merton once again 
does not escape with promising the 
earth and then producing nothing.

South Cambridge District Council Planning Department 
Consideration of Station Road development proposal

Saturday 6th June 
2009

As part of the celebration of Ely 
Diocese 900 years we will be 
holding a traditional village fete 
with themes covering the last 
900 years. 

There will be more information 
in the Gazette over the next few 
months—watch this space!

If you (or your group/
organisation/club) would like 
to be involved please have 
a chat with the Rector or a 
Churchwarden or you can phone 
651332 and speak to Phil

Home Security
The Home Office has designed a 
simple web based checklist to help 
householders review their home 
security at 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/
crime-victims/how-you-can-
prevent-crime/secure-your-
home/ 

There is a lot of good crime prevention 
information on the webpages linked to 
the survey, but if you would like any 
further advice on home security then 
please contact your Neighbourhood 
Policing Team (via the Cambs Police 
website www.cambs.police.uk or on 
0845 4564564).



Do you remember this event?

Did you own a C5?

Who Shot JR?

Are you ready to have the tim
e of your lif

e?

Calling all you “Wild Boys” and “Girls that just wanna have fun”!!!

Do you remember Star Trekking across the Universe, painting your face to Stand and Deliver, or 
shaking away to This Ole house?  Or maybe you remember standing waiting to turn a Different Corner as 
the last slow songs played, thinking “Who’s that Girl”, “Don’t you want me baby” or “Don’t leave me 
this way.”

If you do, then we have a treat in store for you.  It’s not just a Careless Whisper! No, it’s True.

On Saturday 13th June 2009 we are bringing the 1980’s Back to Life.  We are going to Pump up the 
Volume in the Community Centre with a disco that will bring you back the Freedom of the 1980’s!!!

So, if you were Too Shy back then to step over that Borderline and get Into the Groove then this is your 
chance to relive those days of the 80’s. Imagine! So Relax, be a Super Trouper and Let’s Dance….
Nothing’s gonna stop us now!

Put the date in your diary and look out for more information in next month’s Gazette.



Booklinks

In, December, we discussed ‘Winter in 
Madrid’ by C.J. Sansom.  The novel is set 

in the early 1940s, after the Spanish civil war.
Madrid lies ruined and Hitler is 

asserting his dominance over Europe.  
The plot centres around Harry Brett, a 
veteran of Dunkirk, who is a reluctant 
spy for the British Secret Service, and 
Barbara Clare, a former Red Cross 
volunteer who is searching for her 
lover who is missing in action.  Initial 

impressions once the book was in hand, was that 
it was quite a substantial read, with more than 500 
pages.  A couple of us had not managed to finish it, so 
it was agreed that we would discuss it some more in 
January.  

Everyone seemed to enjoy the book, and found it 
a page turner, particularly towards the end for those 
that had read that far.  The plot jumped back and forth 
in time, but not in a confusing manner, and there were 
some interesting twists in the plot, particularly in the 
closing chapters.  One comment about the ending 
was that the author gave the impression that he could 
not decide how to finish the book, although this 
did not detract too much.  There were some strong 
characterisation; not all of the characters were very 
nice.  Harry, one of the main characters, was 
considered a likeable person but not a good spy, and 
the group seemed united in their dislike of Sandy’s 
character, finding him self centred. 

 
It was noted that this novel stands alone, and CJ 

Sansom’s other novels are set in Medieval times.  The 
author has a PhD in history and clearly understands 
how to do research.  All in all, ‘Winter in Madrid’ 
was considered an enjoyable way of learning about 
a specific period in Spanish history.   

 
With wine and warm mince pies in hand, 

other books of possible interest were discussed. 

 Still on the subject of historical books, one 
recommendation was for Vera Brittain’s 
‘Testament of Youth’, a memoir 
covering the period of the First World 
War, and her letters from the front. 

 Moving away from history, “Home” 
by Manju Kapur was recommended, an 
engrossing story of family life amid the 
bustle and commerce of the Banwari 
Lal Cloth Shop.   

 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato 

Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer. 

Please could the person who 
has borrowed ‘Half a Yellow Sun’ 
return it to 48 Green End.  Its 
owner wants to re-read it.  Thanks.

Our first meeting of the 
new year saw a couple of 

members absent because of colds but four of us 
found plenty to talk about including last month’s 
choice, ‘The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel 
Pie Society’ by Mary Ann Shaffer – set in 1946 
about a group of people on Guernsey at the time 
of the German wartime occupation of the island.

This book (the author’s only work) is written 
in the form of letters by a London writer who 
becomes involved with the islanders. There are not 
always replies to the letters and we commented that 
it took a while to get to know the characters. Once 
we did though, it became more interesting and in 
Part 2 the story moved from the light-hearted tone 
at the beginning to a more intense and serious story. 
We felt that it is a well written book which captured 
the era through the exchange of language between 
characters but perhaps not the most memorable of 
books. 

We then went on to discuss which of our 2008 
choices we had most enjoyed and ‘A Thousand 
Splendid Suns’ and ‘The Road Home’ were the 
most remembered. ‘An Act of Peace’ by Ann 
Widdecombe (not read by all of us) was another 
that was mentioned. The least enjoyed appeared 
to be Doris Lessing’s ‘Golden Notebook’ which 
proved to be a difficult read, however her short 
stories ‘London Observed’ was well liked by those 
who had read it.
We also discussed the perennial problem of 

whether to continue with a book that you are not 
enjoying – at what point should you give up, if 
at all? I think we concluded that there are just 
too many good books out there to battle on with 

something that doesn’t engage you!

Our choice for February’s reading 
(discussion at March meeting) is ‘The 
Return’ by Victoria Hislop.

Ideas for future reading 
included:
The Night Watch by Sarah 

Waters
The Cloning 

of Joanna May 
by Fay Weldon
The Far 

Pavilions by Mary Margaret Kaye
March meeting at The Emplins
Happy reading!



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome

March 5th
Joan and Robert Brown,
7 Fairfield

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693

What is Slivers-of-Time?
A Government-backed initiative, 
using innovative new technology 
to provide an online employment 
marketplace that enables 
organisations to hire staff for 
specific shifts, or at short notice, 
using a pool of ‘top-up’ workers. 

Who are Slivers Workers?
Our workers are people, from all 
walks of life, who want to work 
and have chosen to sell their 
spare hours on the Slivers-of-
Time marketplace. 
They may be students, parents 
or carers, so the daily “nine to 
five” working routine doesn’t suit 
them. Slivers-of-Time enables 
people to fit work around other 
commitments. 
The system rewards good 
candidates - employers can see 
which workers are reliable.

Slivers-of-Time offers complete 

transparency, enabling you to 
assess the skills, experience and 
reliability of each worker before 
hiring, as well as giving you a 
precise costing for each shift. 
Booking a worker is quick and 
simple and we handle all payroll 
functions. 

Selecting Slivers-of-Time 
Sellers 
Tom Taylor Business 
Development Manager 
E tom.taylor@anglia.ac.uk
T 07515 995576

Sue Phillips Administrator
E sue.phillips2@anglia.ac.uk
T 0845 196 2523 

www.cambridgeshireslivers.com
Cambridgeshire Slivers of Time
Employment Bureau
Anglia Ruskin University
East Road, Cambridge
CB1 1PT

Cambridgeshire Slivers
www.cambridgeshireslivers.com
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– except obviously for the credit card 
bills – but how was your rubbish 
collection this year? If you have any 
comments on this please let us know for 
feedback to the Environmental Health 
team at SCDC – by the way contrary 
to some press information there are no 
plans to have a 3rd wheelie bin. 

As for plastics, etc., South 
Cambridgeshire residents have recycled 
a whopping 92.47 tonnes of plastic 
bottles since we expanded its kerbside 
recycling scheme in October 08. The 
figures represent a 389% increase 
compared with the same period last 
year, when 23.75 tonnes of plastic 
bottles were collected from local 
recycling banks.

Carbon Champions
Further to the last Gazette, we are 
delighted that a couple of people have 
come forward who are interested in 
being Carbon Champions for their 
street. In these hard times, reducing 
your energy bills is very attractive and 
this is one way that we as a village can 
do this. There will be an article in the 
next South Cambridgeshire District 
Council magazine about the Parish 
Carbon Reduction Programme together 
with details of training courses for all 
Carbon Champions.  If you would like 
to find out more about this please e-mail 
or phone Bridget.

Skate Park
Gamlingay now has a Skate Park!!! 
Very many congratulations to all those 
people, young and not so young, who 
have worked tirelessly for 5 years to 
make this project a reality.  There will 
be a free skate boarding school up and 
running by Easter and we shall pass on 
information about this to you once it is 
finalised. 

The Impact of the Recession
The DC have had discussions recently 
about providing financial support to 
people and businesses during these hard 
times.  Some money is being set aside 
for this purpose and once we understand 
how it will be  used we will let you 

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact us 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 
or cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or 
write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA and Bridget Smith on 
650510 or at bridget@glockling.com. 

Development in Gamlingay
Hard on the heels of the Merton 
development on Station Road 
comes news of another proposal for 
development at the Green End industrial 
site; which may deliver up to 140 
homes. The proposers held an exhibition 
at the Community Centre recently 
and the planning application has been 
lodged at South Cambs. If you have any 
views on this please let us know. 
 
Domestic Abuse
If you suffer from or know anyone 
who suffers (even in silence) from 
domestic abuse then please contact the 
District Council for a copy of the South 
Cambridgeshire Directory of Services 
booklet – Helping those Affected by 
Domestic Abuse.  We’ll also shortly 
have cards with a lot of emergency 
contact information – please let us know 
if you’d like one for beside your phone. 

St-art 
is a new group sponsored by South 
Cambs , Fenland DC and ADEC.  They 
have just produced a toolkit booklet to 
help community groups fund, organise 
and market a wide variety of different 
arts events.  There will be a launch 
event being held on Saturday 28th 
March from 4.00 pm at Comberton 
Village College.  Anyone can come 
along to meet potential funders and 
all of the South Cambridgeshire Arts 
Development Team whose job it is to 
make sure that there are arts events 
outside of the towns.  At the end of the 
afternoon session there will be food and 
networking and music followed by a 
presentation ceremony of arts awards to 
community groups in South Cambs.

Rubbish Collections
Well Christmas is well and truly over 

Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley
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know.  We did have some discussion 
about rate relief for businesses in rural 
communities and we would encourage 
any business experiencing difficulties 
to talk to the economic advisor at South 
Cambridgeshire District Council to see 
if they are entitled to any subsidies.

The Citizens’ Advice Bureau is 
experiencing a 25% increase in their 
work load primarily due to people 
wanting advice on debt.   There have 
been some horror stories of late about 
people going to non-regulated debt 
advisors with disastrous results.   If you 
are facing difficulties PLEASE make 
the CAB your first port of call.  South 
Cambridgeshire District Council are 
planning to give some free office space 
at Cambourne to the CAB as we gather 
that lack of space limits their capacity in 
their existing venues. Further details of 
this will follow soon.

As an aside, in national terms what we 
would propose to help get the UK out of 
recession include: 
- A five-year programme to insulate 
every school and hospital 
- Funding insulation and energy 
efficiency for a million homes, with a 
£1,000 subsidy for a million more 
- Building 40,000 extra zero-carbon 
social houses 
- Buying 700 new train carriages 
- Reopening old railway lines and 
stations, opening new ones, electrifying 
the Great Western and Midland 
mainlines and beginning the Liverpool 
light rail network 
- Installing energy and money saving 
smart meters in every home within five 
years

All thoughts/comments welcome. 

Gamlingay Care Club 
….is back up and running and can cope 
happily with more children before and 
after school.  This experienced group 
does have specialist skills in caring for 
children with a wide variety of special 
needs so please do publicise this to 
anyone you know who might benefit.   
The contact number is 07816892886
 
Slivers of Time
Slivers of Time is a government 
sponsored project running successfully 
in the North and in London.  Businesses 
register, as do individuals wanting work.  

When a business needs a Sliver of Time 
e.g an accountant to audit their books, 
someone to do a mail drop, someone to 
prepare a database etc.  They contact the 
agency who then find them a suitable 
person from their pool.  This person 
then undertakes the work, the company 
pay Slivers and they pay the individual 
without the hassle of employment 
legislation.  Anyone can register though 
they are keen to target the long term 
unemployed, disabled and carers. 
Further information is available on page 
11 of the Gazette.

Cambridgeshire Guided Busway 
It’s really annoying to have to report 
the postponement of the opening of 
the northern section of the Guided 
Busway from spring 2009 to late 
summer 2009, and the provision of no 
date for the opening of the southern 
section to Trumpington Park & Ride 
and Addenbrookes. In addition – despite 
being assured that the contract between 
the County and the contractors was 
“robust” – we have been informed 
that various parts of the project will be 
further delayed including the Park and 
Ride building at Longstanton and parts 
of the dual use cycleway – in order that 
the contract – (you’ll recall a “robust” 
one) – comes in on time and budget.  
What – I hear you cry – do I care? 
Well a lot of the cash for the project 
is supposed to come from developer 
contributions at Northstowe. However, 
not a sausage is being built anywhere, 
therefore no contributions, therefore the 
cash must be borrowed, therefore you 
pay the interest (we’re assuming) on the 
loans. From your tax. 

Are you Special? Cambridgeshire’s 
Fostering and Adoption Service

We have launched a campaign to recruit 
specialist foster carers to be part of the 
Multi-dimensional Treatment Foster 
Care (MTFC) team which delivers 
specialist MTFC foster placements to 
7 – 11 year-old-children displaying 
early challenging behaviour, who 
have already had a number of care 
placements or interventions. MTFC 
placements are designed to offer 
intensive therapeutic intervention over 
a 6 to 9 month period with the aim of 
addressing why previous placements 
may not have succeeded. MTFC foster 
carers will then play a key role in 
helping children move on to adoptive 
or permanent foster placements. Some 
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children may even be able to return 
home to parents.

Anyone with a passion for increasing 
the life chances of some of the most 
vulnerable children is encouraged to 
apply. Previous fostering experience 
is not necessary. Most important is a 
patient and calm nature and ability to 
work as part of a multi-disciplinary 
team. Applicants would need to be at 
home full time and not have any other 
young children.
For informal enquiries contact Tracey 
Ward on 01480 372531 or Fostering 
Duty on 01480 372511.

Calling all School Governors…

Cambridgeshire’s Art Collection has 
been refurbished and is now available 
for loan to schools after over 20 years.  
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/education/
artcollection 

Are you a Carer??

Carers can order a free booklet, called 
Looking after someone: a guide to 
carers’ rights and benefits, from Carers 
UK by visiting its website at www.
carersuk.org or calling the free phone 
hotline on 0808 808 7777.

GAMLINGAY FIRST SCHOOL 
‘GOING FROM STRENGTH TO 
STRENGTH’
 
Gamlingay First School is a good 
school which is going from strength to 
strength, according to Ofsted  who also 
said pupils make good progress, achieve 
well and attain standards that are above 
average.
 
They said headteacher Jonathan 
Newman led the school ‘exceptionally 
well’, teaching and learning were good 
and pupils’ personal development was 
outstanding.
 
“Good teaching and learning help 
all groups of pupils to achieve well. 
Teachers plan interesting lessons 
and maintain high expectations of 
pupils’ performance. Pupils are well 
motivated and listen intently to teachers’ 
explanations,” said their report.
 
“Warm relationships and a purposeful 
learning atmosphere typify most 

itself at the heart of the community 
and at the same time make our children 
aware of the world outside their 
immediate experience.”
 
What a brilliant report!

TIF & TRANSPORT COMMISSION
TIF remains the most important 
single transport issue in the County. 
At the last Joint Transport Forum on 
20th November an important paper 
was presented, which set out the 
improvements to rural bus services 
into Cambridgeshire that are envisaged 
as part of TIF (aka Congestion 
Charging). Up to £293m could be used 
for bus priority measures, expansion 
of Park & Ride, Rural Interchanges 
and bus stop improvements, city 
centre improvements, kick starting 
bus services prior to their becoming 
commercial, and promoting hybrid 
buses.

75% of households within South 
Cambridgeshire would be within 
1km of a bus stop giving them 
access to services running at least 
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classrooms. Teachers make learning fun 
and pupils enjoy lessons. Teachers are 
particularly good at asking searching 
questions that challenge pupils’ 
thinking,” it added.
 
Inspectors particularly praised provision 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
They said leadership and management 
here were good and behaviour and 
personal development were outstanding.
 
Pupils elsewhere in the school were 
described as very friendly and polite to 
visitors. “They enjoy school enormously 
and are extremely positive about all 
aspects of school life. Attendance is 
good. Pupils become tolerant, mature 
and caring individuals,” said inspectors.
 
They said the school was very caring 
and friendly, and fostered a high level 
of self-esteem in the pupils, which 
contributed significantly to their very 
positive attitudes to learning.
 
Leadership and management were 
described as good. Inspectors said 
headteacher Jonathan Newman led 
the school exceptionally well. “He 
has established a team of teachers and 
support staff who share a commitment 
to exploring every avenue as they strive 
to accelerate pupils’ progress and raise 
attainment.
 
“The strong governing body includes 
many skilled members who offer a wide 
range of talents to support the school,” 
their report added.
 
The school was encouraged to review 
target setting and review the way the 
curriculum is taught to make more links 
between subjects.
 
Headteacher Jonathan Newman said: 
“We are delighted that this report 
reflects the hard work that all staff 
have put in over the last two years. We 
are particularly pleased that we were 
classed as ‘outstanding’ for Personal 
and Social Development. This is the 
one area where all staff whether TAs, 
teachers or caretaker contribute to 
equally. We all feel strongly that this is 
also the most important area in enabling 
our children to lead successful and 
happy lives.
 
“In addition, to be graded as outstanding 
for ‘community cohesion’ reflects how 
well the school has managed to put 
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every 20 minutes throughout the 
day. This compares to 25% of South 
Cambridgeshire households which have 
access to a 30 minute or better service 
today. For those living more than 1km 
from a bus stop, two ways of improving 
access are proposed:

a. The creation of over 30 new, high 
quality, rural interchanges. These would 
feature shelter, seating, high quality 
information, internal lighting, a means 
of communicating with transport staff, 
and CCTV. They would have limited 
car parking, cycle parking, and drop off 
points.
b. The expansion of existing Park & 
Ride capacity around Cambridge and 
along the route of the Guided Busway. 

I have suggested to the County that 
the Gamlingay service should be 
either City Centre/Madingley P&R 
OR Addenbrookes/Trumpington P&R 
onto the A603 with rural interchanges 
at Eversden Crossroads, Wimpole, 
Arrington Roundabout, Gamlingay, 
Potton and to either Biggleswade or 
Sandy stations and back again. What do 
you think? (A long way off, of course...)

Sir Brian Briscoe has been appointed as 
chairman of the Transport Commission. 
He is a former chief executive of 
Hertfordshire County Council, and of 
the Local Government Association. 
He will be assisted by Prof. Tony 
Travers of the London School of 
Economics. It is welcome that they are 
entirely independent, and they have 
experience of carrying out a similar 
exercise for Reading Borough Council 
(famed of course for it’s brilliant traffic 
management...).

A14
During the debates about Northstowe I 
proposed a condition which would 
not have allowed any building of 
Northstowe until the A14 had been 
improved. I lost that argument but it 
shows, I hope, the commitment that 
many of us feel towards improving a 
shocking road in our community. The 
A14 needs improving. No matter what 
you might say about commuters using 
buses and freight moving to rail it’s 
still a badly designed road ill equipped 
to handle today’s traffic let alone 
tomorrow’s. 
 

It is incredibly frustrating that there 
is so much that Government could 
do right now, today, to improve the 
road without waiting for a final scheme. 
We could rebuild the very dangerous 
junctions now and cut accident rates. We 
could implement better speed controls 
and so save lives now. Experience 
elsewhere tells us that this would 
also cut congestion significantly. We 
could and should look at bus and Park 
& Ride pricing where sensible and 
moderate reform will surely encourage 
commuters to move out of their cars and 
off the A14.
 
Not only do we need to look at ways in 
which we can improve the road but we, 
the Government, the County Council 
and those involved in the ‘development 
agenda’,  need to improve the rail 
alternative. At times the A14 is just a 
conveyor of trucks heading from and 
to the coast. Surely we all recognise 
that an improved east west rail link 
would provide an efficient, low carbon, 
lower cost alternative?  We must 
improve the A14 but we must also act 
with urgency to save lives today. 

Pigs
We have recently had a number of 
letters and messages about the pig pens 
at East Hatley – some of these have 
been anonymous so please forgive the 
impersonal response. The owner of the 
pigs informs us that the RSPCA have 
been repeatedly alerted by the public 
and have made a number of visits – and 
see nothing wrong with the site.  

to the hospital - (at 6:00 pm Ingrid 
passed away.)  She had suffered a stroke 
at the BBQ.  Had they known how to 
identify  the signs of a stroke, perhaps 
Ingrid would be with us  today. Some 
don’t die.... they end up in a helpless,
hopeless condition instead.
 
It only takes a minute to read this...  
  A neurologist says that if he can get to 
a stroke victim within 3 hours he can 
totally reverse the effects of a  stroke...
totally. He said the trick was getting a 
stroke recognized, diagnosed, and then 
getting the patient medically cared for 
within 3 hours, which is tough. 
 
RECOGNIZING A STROKE 
Remember the ‘3’ steps, STR . Read 
and Learn! 
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are 
difficult to identify.
 Unfortunately, the lack of awareness 
spells disaster.
 The stroke victim may suffer severe 
brain damage when people nearby fail 
to recognize the symptoms of a stroke. 
 
Now doctors say a bystander can 
recognize a stroke by asking three 
simple questions:  
 
S   Ask the individual to SMILE. 
T  Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK 
A SIMPLE SENTENCE
 (Coherently, eg It is sunny out today) 
R  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH 
ARMS.  
 
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE 
of these tasks,  call 999 immediately 
and describe the symptoms to the
dispatcher. 
 
New Sign of a Stroke -- Stick out 
Your Tongue 
 
NOTE: Ask the person to ‘stick’ out his 
tongue.
If the tongue is ‘crooked’, if it goes 
to one side or the  other,that is also an 
indication of a stroke. 
 
A cardiologist says if everyone who 
reads this tells 10 people; you can bet 
that at least one life will be saved. 
 
I passed it on... will you?

STROKE Remember:
S.T.R.

STROKE IDENTIFICATION:  
During a BBQ, a friend stumbled and 
took a little fall -
 she assured everyone that she was fine
(they offered to call paramedics) .....she 
said she had
just tripped over a brick because of her 
new shoes. 
They got her cleaned up and got her a 
new plate of food.
 While she appeared a bit shaken up, 
Ingrid went about
enjoying herself the rest of the evening. 
Ingrid’s husband called later telling 
everyone that his  wife had been taken 



Summary of meetings of Gamlingay Parish Council 9th and 16th December and 13th January 2008 –full minutes, once approved, 
are available to view at the Parish Council office or on the new website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
Large scale planning applications-
A paper was prepared by clerk (KR) to identify a structured approach to such applications in the future.  The proposals in this 
paper were agreed with some modifications.
Station Rd – Parish councillors attended an on-site meeting between the planners and highways departments in January to 
discuss the implications for the junction at Stocks Lane and pedestrian footpath along Station Rd if the application for residential 
/industrial use on this site was to go ahead. This planning application will be heard at SCDC on 4th February.  
Green End Industrial Estate – a planning application has now been submitted for 140 residential units on this site.  There was a 
public consultation held by the developers on the 9th January and there will be a public meeting held by the Parish Council on 
the 9th February.  This application will be considered by the Parish council on the 10th February and is likely to be determined 
by SCDC in March.

Precept 2009-10
The Policy and Resources committee had reviewed the detail of the budget and recommended that the scale of increase be 
between 4 and 7.5%.  The budget was presented to full council showing an increase of 4.95%.  This assumes some additional 
working hours for various members of staff in the latter half of the year when the Hub project phases 1 and 2 should be nearing 
completion.  Councillors discussed the implications of an increase in the current financial climate and the possibility of drawing 
more funds from reserves.  It was resolved that the headline figure of 4.95% increase be agreed, with some modifications to 
categories within the budget to be finalised at the meeting in January
Community Halls – WI hall-New regular bookings are boosting income. Licensing hours have been amended.  Vandalism on 
28th November -damage to the Pre Schools garden equipment and theft of the padlock reported to the police.  Resignation of 
cleaner noted – requirement for cleaner/caretaker to cover weekend bookings in particular was discussed.
Community Centre – Hub project is progressing, an architect has been appointed, consultations with users/potential users 
are ongoing. Bid for funding from Comma was unsuccessful – other sources still being investigated by project facilitator.  
Almshouse Chapel – 3 year extension to the lease has been signed.
Village maintenance/Highways issues
3 year contract signed with grass cutting contractors – to start in April.  
Bench donation approved – to be positioned outside the Post Office.
Dog mess – this is a major issue in the village, especially on Church St.  All dog owners to be reminded to clear up after their 
dogs and clerks to investigate what penalties can be imposed on those who do not comply.
Salt bins – clerks to investigate the provision of additional bins around the village and who is responsible for spreading the salt.
Notice board outside the office on Church St was vandalised over the Christmas period –will be fixed as soon as possible. The 
wood on the new notice boards has swollen and made them difficult to access – supplier to be contacted to remedy.
Cemetery – handyman to be asked to clear up leaf litter near the main gates.
Other
Forward Gamlingay! – Installation of the skate park completed. Damage to the field by vehicles has been quite extensive due 
to the weather conditions – contractors will make good as much as possible and will return to reseed the area at the appropriate 
time.
Butts playground – damaged equipment to be reported to manufacturer – under guarantee.
Parking and crossing on Church St – District Councillor to meet with the County highways department to discuss these problems.
Allotment vacancy Avenalls Way – offered to first person on waiting list.
Bowls Club – request for financial assistance towards grounds maintenance- agreed at same level as in previous year. 
Guides container on recreation field – resolved to allow this to remain in situ until September 2009.  Guides have requested a 
meeting to discuss future storage requirements.

To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ljarvisgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk

rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk 

by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner



Red Letter Day
 by Kay Palmer

I would like to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to all the parents, 

children and staff of Rainbow Pre-
school for the leaving present they gave 
to me last July.
I have now used my Red Letter Day 
Experience. I thought they would like to 
know what I did.

On a cold, windy but bright last day of 
January I set off for Peterborough and 
Spalding Gliding Club.
On arrival I was greeted by friendly 
members of the club.
I then walked out to the launch site 
where I met Nick the pilot that was in 
charge of me.

I had to put on a parachute which was 
surprisingly heavy being reassured by 
Nick that in the whole history of the 
club no one has had to jump!!! He said 
it was mainly used for the balance of the 
glider.
After climbing in we were hooked up to 
the light aircraft that was going to tow 
us into the sky.
The lift off was surprisingly quite 
smooth considering we were on a grass 
air strip. We flew to 2,500 feet before 
the tow was released with a bang.
We were then on our own against the 
elements.
Unfortunately it was hazy up there so 
we were unable to see 
 Peterborough and the wash but we 
could see Spalding and the surrounding 
villages.
It was truly amazing up there Nick even 
let me have control for a while. The joy 
stick was very sensitive and you only 
just had to touch it lightly to move the 
nose of the glider up or down. I was 
quite relieved when Nick took back 
control.
You don’t feel as though you are 
moving up there until we banked to the 
right. 
It was so silent floating in the sky 
the only sound was the air whistling 
through the glider.
We came into land quite fast and then 
Nick put on the air brakes which slowed 
us down so we gently floated back down 
to earth.
Thank you so much it was something I 
would never have done without the Red 
Letter Day a truly different experience 
for me.
Here are some photos of my experience.



Longer days, warmer weather 
– it must be spring! This is the 

perfect time of the year to get your 
garden into shape for the summer 
and Green Wellie gives some helpful 
advice and tips to make the going 
easy. 

Tools
Before you start anything, check and 
clean tools for the job. Have you had 
your lawnmower serviced yet? Clean 
soil off other tools and wipe over with 
a lightly oiled rag; try and get into the 
habit of doing this after each use. Get 
shears and secateurs sharpened.

Lawns
Scarify to remove the layer of dead 
material, thatch, which lies between 
the foliage and roots of the grass; 
apply a top dressing to even out any 
irregularities in the surface and aerate 
by spiking to allow air in and help 
with drainage. Many spring lawn 
preparations now combine a fertilizer, 
weedkiller and mosskiller control and 
can be applied by hand sprinkling or 
use a spreader. Reseed any bare patches. 
Clear away debris from the lawn before 
the first cut and set lawnmower blades 
high. Re-define edges with a half moon 
tool for a crisp, neat finish.

Flower borders
All soil types will benefit with the 
addition of well rotted farmyard 
manure, garden compost, leaf mould or 
a proprietary blend of soil conditioner.  
Lightly dig into the soil and then mulch 
a thick layer over borders to suppress 
weeds and keep moisture in. Cut back 
dead stems of perennial flowers and 
some ornamental grasses. Hoe or pull 
up weeds and add a sprinkling of fish, 
blood and bonemeal or organic chicken 
manure pellets around the base of each 
plant before mulching. Feed plants 
monthly until September.
Some shrubs need pruning now. It’s 
best to check individual requirements 
but all plants will benefit from removal 
of dead, diseased and dying material. 
Prune climbers but do check which 
clematis type you have. Those that 
flower before May (group 1) only 
need light pruning or occasional 
rejuvenation; those flowering from May 

and July, groups 2 and 3, are pruned 
hard 10-20cms above soil level. Lightly 
prune honeysuckles to maintain shape 
and vigour, or selectively cut back hard 
to rejuvenate. 
Prune roses by the middle of March. As 
for shrubs, remove dead, diseased and 
dying material, crossing branches plus 
look at the general shape to let light and 
air flow freely in the centre. 

Planting time
Plant any new plants now, but not tender 
bedding plants until the danger of frost 
has passed, around mid-May. Large 
clumps of perennials need to be divided 
every two to three years and from the 
original clump, you’ll have many new 
plants.

Clean up
Sweep driveways and paths, clear away 
leaves and debris from patios. Paths 
and patios can become dangerously 
slippery over winter so wash with water 
and a stiff brush. Clean garden furniture 
and oil wooden items for protection. 
Clear debris from water features, check 
pumps are working and liners are not 
damaged. Divide water plants, using 
special aquatic compost in baskets and 
not ordinary compost or garden soil 
as these can affect the water‘s natural 
balance.

Review your space
Before the garden bursts into bloom, 
take a good look at the layout and 
design. Are there areas you’d like to 
change or add new features? Make a 
list of what you want, collect ideas and 
cuttings from magazines and books, 
then implement the work yourself or 
seek professional design advice.



Bob Dix
(4.12.1941 – 11.01.2009)

It was with great sadness that I heard 
the news of Bob’s death.  All of us who 
knew him will remember him for his 
easy going attitude and as someone 
who always had a smile on his face.  
If you asked him for a favour, he 
would do it if he could and then be 
offended if offered money in return.
He moved to Gamlingay in about 
1968 and left, returning to Wales in 
autumn 1985.  In between he gave 
a lot to the village.  As I mentioned 
last year, he was one of the people 
who restarted the village Scout 
group.  He was also involved with 
the Greenacres Residents Association 
and with the Community Centre.  He 
was involved with the Gamlingay 
Gala Day too, which was held at the 
end of June.
Bob once joked that his wife didn’t 
know that he went for a drink, until 
she walked the dog and it headed 
directly for the Rose and Crown!  It 
was through drinking there, that he 
got me involved too with Scouting, 
which later lead to meeting my wife 
on a training course.  Bob was the 
Cub Scout leader at the time and later 
when he took over as Group Scout 
leader he still continued to assist 
me with the Cubs.  He would bring 
his wife Eryl and daughters Phillipa 
& Andrea along too on Cub Camp, 
to organise the cooking.  Bob was 
brilliant with kids.  You might say 

that perhaps this was because he was a 
big one himself.
He will be greatly missed by all who 
knew him.





Huntingdon 
Area Group
Farmland 
Birds
Farmland Birds 

will be the topic of the next meeting of 
the Wildlife Trust, Huntingdon Area 
Group, on Wednesday 11th March 2009 
at 7.30pm at Brampton Memorial Hall, 
Thrapston Road, Brampton.  
Our guest speaker is Paul Bellamy, 

who is a local ecologist and 
ornithologist, working at Monks Wood 
from 1990 to 2009. During this time 
Paul looked the effect of change in land 
use on biodiversity. Including looking 
at the effects of habitat fragmentation 
on woodland birds and comparing 
small farm woods with larger nature 
reserves.  
Concentrating on the arable systems of 

eastern England, Paul will explain how 
historical changes in farming practices 
have affected bird populations and how 
current trends may affect farmland 
birds in the next few years.
Anyone interested 

in wildlife is most 
welcome to attend.  
Admission: £2.00 
members; £2.50 
non-members.  Please 
visit the web site for 
more information 
www.wildlifetrust-
huntsareagroup.org.uk/ 
or contact George on 
01480 450809.

Thank you
We would like to express sincere thanks to Mrs Barbie Calvert and 
Mrs Angie Leach for arranging the New Years Eve Party at the 
Community Centre. 

In all a total of £467.80 was raised which will go towards plans for the 
new Community Centre. Well done on such a 
fabulous amount!

On behalf of the Community Centre Management 
Committee Kirstin Rayner/Jan Cooper-Community 
Centre Secretaries

Preserved Vehicle Road Run
Saturday 18th April 2009

An opportunity to see the informal 
road run to start the season, leaving 
Mill Farm Gamlingay, looping through 
Potton and returning to Gamlingay 
in time for the evening’s live 
entertainment.

From 10.00am onwards, planning to 
reach Potton in time to visit a local 
hostelry for lunch.

If you’d like to be a marshal you would 
be welcome, as are spectators.

Mill Farm meadow is available for 
camping and exhibits from noon on 
Friday 17th until Sunday 19th April. 
Low loader parking nearby, by prior 
arrangement.

Why not give the 2009 season a kick 
start by joining us on this run?
Bob Jakes 07889 810319, Nick Allen 
07977 964532 or e-mail nallen58@
hotmail.co.uk



IN OUR WORLD 

It need not cost the earth, 
To live a life of worth,  
Aware of what we do, 
And how it echoes through  
Our world. 

We’re told to “save the whale”,  
or albatross - or snail,  
Or panda, polar bear,  
Or other species, rare,  
In our world. 

With thought and care and need  
We could abolish greed, 
By using just enough 
To make life not too tough,  
In our world. 

We all can share the cost,  
Ensuring nothing’s lost,  
Good sense and health abound  
Enough to go around,  
In our world. 

Our conscience must decide  
With ‘selves can we abide?  
By taking too much, here,  
Does another lose what’s dear?  
In our world. 

Are we too fixed to budge?  
Do we dare to even judge?  
What a difference we can make  
If we practice give and take, 
In our world.  

Gill Spaul 13.11.2006 



29/30th Sept Main Road A pane of glass in the double doors 
to the rear of Hatley Village Hall 
in Hatley St. George was smashed, 
apparently by a wine bottle being 
thrown at them. 

27/28th Nov. Manor Road Between 
1830 and 
0730

A VW LT van was broken into and 
power tools stolen 

28/29th Nov Waresley 
Rd.

Between 
1330 and 
0900

Vandals broke into the grounds and 
caused some damage.

8th December Church St  At 1723 A female shoplifter entered shop & 
selected a bottle of wine, which she 
concealed in her bag. She paid for 
a bag of crisps at the checkout, and  
left without paying for the wine.

15th December Cinques 
Road  

Between 
0800 and 
1330

 A collection box was stolen from a 
shop counter.

21st December Station Rd At 1830 Thieves stole a handbag from the 
back seat of a Skoda Fabia 

25th December Mill St. At 2120 An Audi A3 was vandalised when 
the left hand mirror was broken.

31/01st January Charnocks 
Cl 

Between 
1800 and 
1200 

An Audi A3 had the nearside door 
dented and the mirror was left 
hanging off.

29/02nd 
January

Green End Between 
1000 and 
1000

Two metal outbuildings were 
vandalised   

Please look out for the 
following vehicles  Grey 
Nissan Navara EKO8 GXC

White Mitsubishi L200 pickup DN04 XXW 
Grey Nissan Navara AO56 TYA

Neighbourhood 
Watch



We are supporting a 
research project to 
explore methods that 

local community groups can use to 
gain support to have action taken 
towards a local issue that concerns 
them.

 
As part of this we are offering a day’s 
free training and consultancy for 
three community or youth groups in 
England. The day will involve support 
to identify and discuss a relevant local 
issue. Groups involved can also take 
advantage of some additional group 
development training free of charge 
(this is optional if you wish it).

 
To take part you must be able to:

·Be available for a morning, afternoon 
or early evening session during the 
Easter Holidays 

·Be concerned about a local issue and 
wish to have action taken towards it 

·Be a local community or youth group 
in England 

·Be prepared to take part in some 
follow up activities by phone, email and 
post 

·Have a suitable meeting place 
available to use in your area for the 
initial session 

The follow up activity will include 
some support for you to take forward 

your issue. This will be completed 
before the end of May, therefore you 
must be willing to be contacted in 
between the session at Easter and May.

It does not matter if you have several 
issues that concern you as the session 
will support you to identify which of 
these is to be your greatest priority.

Any local community group can take 
part, it does not matter if you are a 
youth group, childrens’ or adults’ group.

Priority will go to those that express 
interest first and are able to be flexible 
about which day during the Easter 
holidays they can be available.

There is no cost for those involved 
but you are responsible for organising a 
suitable meeting place for the session at 
Easter.

If you would like more information 
please contact Mike Amos-Simpson by 
emailing mas@yomo.co.uk including 
details of when you could be available 
during the Easter holidays, a brief 
description of your group and your 
contact details including a contact 
phone number.

Free training and support to act 
on a local issue



WHAT’S ON IN MARCH

Booklinks First Thursday of the month 

Thursday, 5th March The Emplins.

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Monday, 9th March ‘Discovering the history of your house’, with Martin Deacon.

Monday, 20th April ‘A history of brickmaking’, Alan Cox.

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks

Wednesday March 4th, Thursday 
April 2nd, Wednesday April 29th, 
Thursday May 28th.

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Friday, 6th March Competition 6 slide portfolio trophy.

Friday, 13th March half term.

Friday, 20th March A final roar from a dinosaur, Chris Davies.

Friday, 27th March Off the beaten track, John Law.

WI

Tuesday, 17th March ‘Cellini’ by My Heying.

Tuesday, 21st April AGM.

Woodland Trust

Saturday, 14th March Go wild in Cambridge - part of the Cambridge Science Festival at the 
Zoology museum 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 4th March ‘Redesigning Kirtling Towers’ by Richard Ayres.



WHAT’S ON IN MARCH

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Almshouse Chapel.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 17th March2009

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 2nd March Copy deadline for April.

Monday, 6th April Copy deadline for May.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary

16th March ‘Mystery Guest Speaker’, 8pm Church Hall. All welcome

Guitar Group Workshop Meets every Saturday, 9.15am at GVC. For further information call 
Peter 652003.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



On  Friday 23rd January we had an 
international day in school. Each 
class studied a different country. Miss 
Henry’s class(see attached photo) 
studied South Africa as Miss Henry had 
lived there for a while. At the end of the 
day we invited parents to join us with 
a dish of food from around the world. 
We had over 120 parents and children 
in the hall tasting all sorts of wonderful 
food. We had a fantastic chocolate 

pudding brought in by Leonie’s Mum 
which came from Germany, Canadian 
Flapjacks, Onion Bhajis from India, 
proper Italian ‘Lasagna’ brought in by 
Guiseppe and Antonio’s Mum and even 
octopus !

 Mr Newman, the headteacher, wasn’t 
brave enough to try that, although Miss 
Goodwille did.

The event was a fantastic success and 
the FSA are exploring the idea of having 
an ‘adult only’ event as a fundraiser at a 
later date.

First school
international

Food day
by Jonathan Newman
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Gamlingay Baptist 
Church, A short History, 

Part One
The Beginning

 by Roy Gibbons 

 Shortly before Christmas, a chance 
meeting with our Editor resulted in 
an invitation to write a short history 
of Gamlingay Baptist Church for the 
Gazette. Such was the importunity of 
our Editor that I could only say ‘Yes’. 
‘Oh, and you can spread it over 3 issues’ 
she added - too late to withdraw my 
assent. So here goes!. 

We will be looking at broader political 
and social matters, as well as church 
matters, so as to help understand what 
Baptists stand for, why and how they 
came to Gamlingay - and why they will 
be staying!. Our 340 or so years in the 
village divide roughly into three parts:-         
- The beginnings and the early 18thC         
- The late 18thC and the 19thC         - 
The 20thC and on into the 21stC   So 
to the ‘beginnings’. To fully understand 
our Baptist pioneers, we must go back 
some 2000 years to the Bible and to the 
Book of Acts in the New Testament. 
This -together with the letters written by 
the Apostles - gives us an outline history 
of the first few decades of the Christian 
Church. Here ‘church’ refers to the 
people themselves who met together in 
independent local groups, sharing their 
faith in Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour. They would have confirmed 
their faith openly by being baptised 
and their meetings involved teaching, 
prayer, singing and Holy Communion.    
But when, early in the 4thC AD, 
the Roman Emperor Constantine 
espoused Christianity as the official 
state religion things began to change. 
From it’s simple beginnings, the church 
gradually became institutionalised. The 
foundational attitude of ‘what does 
the Bible say’ tended to become ‘what 
does the church say’. This process 

lead to the Roman Catholic Church 
which dominated European religion, 
politics, science and philosophy for 
many centuries. Then in the early 
16thC Martin Luther, a German monk, 
sought to bring the church back to it’s 
foundational Biblical principles - an 
exercise which snowballed into the 
Reformation as we call it.   In England, 
Henry Vlll’s break with Rome and 
the Pope was largely motivated by his 
marital affairs rather than his interest 
in Reformation theology. But some 
of his bishops, who were sympathetic 
to the views of the Continental 
reformers, proved both useful allies in 
Henry’s scheming and able to use the 
opportunity to pursue reform in the 
now independent Church of England. 
The next century proved a roller-
coaster ride for the Reformers under a 
succession of English monarchs, who 
ranged from being supportive of reform 
to being violently opposed to it. Those 
who sought a full return to a simpler 
or more ‘pure’ New Testament form of 
worship became known as ‘Puritans’. 
Many left or were expelled from the 
Church of England and various Acts of 
Parliament imposed severe restrictions 
on their freedom to worship as they 
wished, under penalty of imprisonment 
or even death. Because they would 
not give their assent to these statutory 
requirements they became known as 
Dissenters. These were dangerous times 
for free-thinking Christians, who often 
had to meet in secret - in barns or even 
the open air - to avoid the attention 
of the authorities. Political freedom 
was also restricted, particularly by 
Charles 1 and lead to the Civil War, the 
Commonwealth and Oliver Cromwell 
as Lord Protector. Whatever view you 
may take of these turbulent years in our 
land, civil liberty and parliamentary 
democracy, social justice, freedom of 
conscience and religious liberty were 
very much at stake - and were regained, 
at least in some measure. It was out of 
this maelstrom that Gamlingay Baptist 
Church - and others like it - emerged in 
the 17thC.   Many of these Dissenters 
held the view that only believers 
who had made a conscious personal 
decision to follow Jesus Christ should 
be baptised and not uncomprehending 
infants and so they came together as 
Baptist Churches. One such group were 
meeting in neighbouring Caxton in 
the mid-1600s and through them some 
folk from Gamlingay came to accept 

this view. By 1670 their numbers in 
Gamlingay had grown and they asked 

the church 
at Bunyan 
Meeting in 
Bedford to 
take them 
under their 
wing. John 
Bunyan - of 
‘Pilgrims 
Progress’ 
fame - was 
at that 
time still 

suffering for his 
faith in Bedford 

Gaol. After his release and appointment 
as Minister of the Bedford church, 
he would travel to Gamlingay to 
preach and folk from Gamlingay 
would travel to Bedford for services 
there, on horseback or even on foot 
and without the advantage of modern 
highways - such was their devotion!. 
Bunyan died in 1688 but the association 
continued until 1710, when the 
Gamlingay members were released 

from the Bedford Church and formed 
an independent church in our village 
(the plaque above our church porch 
reads ‘CHURCH FORMED 1670’ but 
this is not strictly correct). The history 
of these 40 years is recorded in the 
Minute Book of the Bedford Church 
- a transcript of which we hold in the 
church today. An entry dated May 16th 
1710 reads :- “The Saints and faithful in 
and about Gamlingay whose names are 
written hereon, having their dismissal 
from the Church at Bedford, and being 
then assembled together in fasting and 
prayer, did solemnly give themselves 
unto God and of one another as a 
distinct Church of Christ in the faith 
of the Gospel and an administration 
of all gospel guidance’s and discharge 
of all their relative duties as the Lord 
should enable them”.   The new church 
consisted of 15 men and 15 women 
among whose names are Meeks and 
Careless, still known in the village 

John Bunyan
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today. One of their number, Richard 
Freeman, a former woolcomber, who 
in 1699 had moved to our village from 
Newport Pagnell at the invitation of 
the Gamlingay members and whose 
house had earlier been licensed as a 
Meeting Place, was appointed as the 
first official Pastor or Minister of the 
new church (not John Bunyan as is 
sometimes stated - he had died 22 
years earlier!). The original vellum-
bound Church Book is still in our 
possession but sadly is tantalisingly 
short of answers to many questions. 
When was the first chapel built? -we 
are not sure but probably about 1720 
and is now part of the present building. 
What did these worthy village folk 
believe - that, at least, is spelled out in 
great detail in the  ‘The 39 Articles of 
Faith’ inscribed in the opening pages of 
the Church Book, supported by some 
350 ‘proofs from Scripture’ or ‘what 
the Bible says’. They are Calvinist 
in nature. Put simply, this means that 
salvation is the free, unmerited gift of 
a Sovereign yet loving God, as part of 
His eternal will and purposes and not 
a reward for good works.   Under the 
leadership of Richard Freeman their 
meetings would have been without great 
ceremony, following the New Testament 
pattern, and the church flourished. 
He died in 1733 and is buried in the 
adjoining Burial Ground. Why do you 
find burial grounds at so many old 
chapels?. Simply because it was not 
permitted to bury the mortal remains of 
Dissenters in ground consecrated by the 
Church of England - one of a number 
of disadvantages suffered by those who 
were outside of the Established Church 
for many years to come - as we shall 
see.   In May of 1740, one Mr Thomas 
Handley - a deacon in the church - died. 
He left his estate to his wife and on 
her death it passed to ‘my trusty friend 
John Maulden of Gamlingay ...and his 
heirs and assigns for ever...’ with the 
proviso that it ‘shall stand charged and 
chargeable ... six pounds...’, this sum 
to be paid each year to the minister 
for the time being, but ‘... only for the 
easing of the poor hearers and not the 
rich and for the better subsistence of 
the said minister’. John Maulden was 
also a deacon but it seems his heirs 
left the church and so as to discharge 
their obligation under this will, left 
property to the church from which 
the said income could be provided,. 
The identification of this property is 

uncertain but it seems likely that it was 
the cottages today known as 53 and 
55 Mill Street. Six pounds may seem 
a trivial sum today but not so then and 
the significance of these actions will 
become clear when we reach the 20thC 
part of our story - but for this month our 
tale is told. 

enough money could be found.  

The groups involved have taken a long 
time and put in a lot of effort to be 
sure that this is the correct course of 
action.  Money from grants and private 
donations has been secured, and of great 
value, a partnership has been formed 
with Kingspan, Potton Ltd to provide 
material assistance for the refurbishment 
stage of the project.

Existing users are now being consulted 
to make sure that the plans that have 
been drawn up meet their needs and 
discussions are well underway with 
potential new users such as the County 
Youth Service, the PCT and various 
arts groups to make sure that they can 
be accommodated as well.  We are 
also very keen to provide amenities 
to benefit local business and social 
enterprise groups especially in light of 
these hard financial times.  Suggestions 
so far include providing conference 
facilities, an allotment owners/farmers 
market, training opportunities, a café 
and anything else that will support 
investment in our community.

Key to this project is the requirement 
to make the building as cheap to run 
as possible and so a commitment has 
been made to install as many energy 
efficiency measures and renewable 
micro technologies as funding can 
be secured for.  Basically this means 
wrapping the building up so that any 
heat put into it, stays in it, and to use 
alternative, environmentally desirable 
means of producing heat and electricity 
where possible.

Here, we are presenting the plans 
as they stand at the moment and we 
welcome constructive feedback from 
anyone in Gamlingay.  Be aware 
that this is a 2 stage project.  The 
refurbishment to the existing building 
and the redevelopment of the car park 
has secured most of its funding and 
will hopefully take place this year.  The 
extension still requires a lot of money 
to be found from grants, etc and is not 
likely to happen immediately.

If you would like to comment on these 
plans either do so via the Gamlingay PC 
website where you will be able to access 
a comments form  www.gamlingay-pc@
lineone.net  and e-mail it back to us, or 
cut out, complete and send the attached 

The Hub

The Gamlingay Community Centre 
Management Committee, Gamlingay 
Parish Council and Forward 
Gamlingay! have been working for the 
past 4 years to develop a workable and 
affordable plan to refurbish and develop 
Gamlingay Community Centre into 
Gamlingay Eco Hub.

The starting point was that we basically 
had two options based on the sad fact 
that the building, brilliant as it had 
been up till now, had now reached the 
end of its life. It was no longer fit for 
purpose in that the requirements of the 
rapidly expanding modern community 
had changed over the past 30 years, it 
was becoming so dilapidated that it was 
losing user groups and consequently 
was no longer financially sustainable:-

 Option 1 was to close the 
building up.  This would obviously have 
been a cheaper choice in the short term 
but as a community we would have 
had to face the consequences of having 
a large derelict building in our midst 
creating serious problems of vandalism, 
etc.  At the end of the day it would have 
had to be demolished – not a cheap 
option by anyone’s standards.

 Option 2 was to refurbish 
the building by attracting grants from 
a wide variety of sources and, should 
funding permit; expand it to meet the 
needs of Gamlingay 30 years on from 
the building’s original inception.

The choice was there and was debated 
for a long time but the decision was 
eventually made to pursue Option 2 
provided that very good evidence of 
need could be proved, the potential for 
the development of the user base could 
be assured and most important of all, 



An introduction to Osteopathy
Osteopathy is renowned for treating backs but the reality is that about fifty percent of patients complain of pain in just 
about any area of the body. And often the area they complain about is not the real cause of their pain. This may be the 
reason why many patients come with problems that have persisted for months with no obvious cause or diagnosis.

Chronic Head Pain (Migraine)

Jean, a 50 year old receptionist, has been suffering with migraines since her early twenties. She finds that her medication is 
becoming less effective and her migraines more frequent. Her GP has tried various different pain killers but none of them seem 
to be helping. She now finds that her social and family life is suffering as a result.

On examination she has good general posture albeit with a slight forward head posture and prominent ‘hump’ at the base of her 
neck. She gets very stressed at work and her neck muscles are tight as a result. Her breathing is quite shallow and comes from 
her upper chest and not her diaphragm. She has numerous deep tender points in her neck which, when pressed, produce sharp 
local pain and a vaguer ache in her head. She also has some wear and tear in the upper part of her neck which she puts down to a 
car accident in her thirties.

After 3 sessions to ‘de-sensitize’ the tender points and improve joint mobility, Jean felt a ‘lifting’ of the ‘muzziness’ she had 
had for some time. A further four sessions were needed at monthly intervals to continue to improve her resilience. At a 3-month 
check-up Jean had not had a single migraine. Jean was warned that her migraines would inevitably return but that pain killers 
should be more effective now and with regular exercise to maintain the mobility in her neck she would hopefully just have the 
odd migraine two or three times a year instead of weekly.

Foot Pain (Plantar Fasciitis with Bunion)

Chris, a 38 year old builder, came in with a six-week history of right foot trouble that gives him sharp pain every morning when 
he puts weight on it. As he is constantly up and down ladders all day it is starting to affect his work. On further questioning he 
also mentions playing Sunday league football and that he has been plagued with knee and hamstring trouble over the last year.

On examination Chris is a healthy individual with no obvious postural problems and good muscle tone. Examining the foot 
revealed tender points along the arch with the beginnings of a bunion forming. His right arch is dropped in compared with his 
left. His right knee goes in giving the appearance of being ‘knock-kneed’, and the right side of his pelvis is slightly higher.
With further discussion it was decided that Chris had probably injured his pelvis some time ago playing football which had 
caused a slight forward displacement. This was then causing the hamstring muscle to be put under tension, accounting for the 
recurrent thigh strains. The ‘pelvic imbalance’ had the knock-on affect of forcing the knee inwards and making the foot roll in. 
This was causing his arch to flatten and forcing the big toe outwards. The pain and inflammation he experienced was merely a 
result of the ligaments being under strain.

With one session to straighten his pelvis and home strengthening exercises Chris has been without injury for six months. He also 
had a short course of treatment to improve mobility in the joints of his foot and reduce the pull of the small muscles. To date the 
foot pain is almost gone and his big toe is looking much straighter. With advice on suitable footwear and occasional treatment we 
hope to prevent a bunion forming, although Chris appreciates that he may need a referral for orthotics at a later date.

So what is Osteopathy exactly?

Well, according to the Nurses Handbook of Complementary Therapies osteopathy is “…an established system of assessment… 
clinical diagnosis and manual treatment.” This is a nice description but doesn’t tell us a lot about what osteopaths do. Really 
osteopaths are more akin to mechanics (of the body), using an in-depth knowledge of anatomy and a very fine sense of touch, 
alongside up-to-date clinical knowledge, to help locate areas of dysfunction.

Sometimes the tissue that is causing the problem may not be obvious. Neck and head pain caused by an old ankle injury that 
makes the person stand awkwardly; a pelvic imbalance from giving birth that puts pressure on the sciatic nerve; sharp head and 
face pains as a result of having too many teeth extracted as a child leading to excessive wear on the jaw. The list seems endless 
but this is what makes osteopathy such a fascinating profession. The more unorthodox the problem seems, quite often the simpler 
it is to treat. And the happier the patient leaves. By finding the primary cause of a person’s pain it is possible to dramatically 
reduce symptoms with minimal use of medication, and allow the person to get back to living a normal life.

Daniel Orchard works at Cambourne Osteopaths within Monkfield Medical Practice, Great Cambourne. He is a graduate of the 
British School of Osteopathy, of which HRH Princess Anne is the Patron.

For further information please call 01954 28 28 20 or email Daniel on practice@cambourneosteopaths.com. Alternatively, visit 
the General Osteopathic Council’s website: www.osteopathy.org.uk.

Advertising feature
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form to the Parish Council Office, Sir John Jacob Almhouses, Church St, Gamlingay. 
Responses must be submitted by 10th March 2009.

GAMLINGAY ECO HUB QUESTIONAIRE
Name (optional)       ………………………………………………………………

Address (optional)   ……………………………………………………………….

Phone No/ e mail (optional) 
………………………………………………………

Please indicate from 4 (strongly agree) to 1 (strongly disagree) your opinion 
regarding each of these statements.

1. The appearance of the Eco Hub is a big improvement.      1.2.3.4.

2. I like the new roof.         1.2.3.4.

3. The entrance is better at the front of the building that at the side. 1.2.3.4.

4. The building looks inviting and welcoming from the outside.    1.2.3.4.

4. Security is going to be improved in the new Eco Hub.     1.2.3.4.

5. I will enjoy using the new Eco Hub.        1.2.3.4.

6. The new building is in keeping with the surroundings.      1.2.3.4.

7. The redesigned car park is attractive and practical.      1.2.3.4.

8. The inside of the building looks light, roomy and attractive.     1.2.3.4.

Can you suggest any other new users for the building or new activities 
that could take place there e.g. carpet bowls, ladies luncheon group?

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………
Please add any suggestions you may have to further improve this 
design before it is submitted for planning permission in March 2009.  
…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………....

………………………………………………………………………....



The Eco-Hub



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirstin 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Ian 

Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 

Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Various venues
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywritersorg.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Secretary: Jane 

Brown
650 208

Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk



Message from the 
Ambulance Service -ICE

We all carry mobile phones with names 
and numbers stored in its memory. If we 
were involved in an accident or taken 
ill, people attending us would have our 
mobile phone but wouldn’t know who 
to call. 

Yes, there are many numbers stored but 
which one is the contact person in case 
of an emergency? Hence this ‘ICE’ (In 
Case of Emergency) Campaign
ICE is a method of contact during 
emergency situations. Store the number 
of a person or persons who should 
be contacted during an emergency 
under the name ‘ICE’ ( In Case Of 
Emergency). 

In an emergency situation, Emergency 
Service personnel and hospital Staff 
would be able to quickly contact the 
right person by simply dialling the 
number you have stored as ‘ICE’.



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the 
Village College

7.30pm on the second 
Monday of each month

March 9th
Discovering the history of 

your house, with Martin Dean

April 20th 
‘A history of Brickmaking’ with 

Alan Cox


