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by Marigold, Primrose and Buttercup 
On Saturday 11th October 1st Gamlingay Rainbows joined other Rainbows from all over the county at 
Ramsey Rural Museum for a fun day out.  

We all had to get up very early (for a 
Saturday ) to meet our coach and Pat its 
driver at the Community Centre. 

 I think that the Rainbows were more 
awake than its three adult leaders but 
would we get a chance to snooze on the 
bus???  At 09.00 hrs we pulled out of 
the car park waving to Mums and Dads 
to make our way to Ramsey - well you 
can forget the snoozing on the coach the 
back row were particularly fond of the 
wheels on the bus and also the familar 
echos to many parents “are we there 
yet?.  

Arriving at the Rural Museum we 
booked in and then were give name 

badges to wear. After a drink we set off to explore the museum and the exhibits.  We visited an old 
fashioned chemist shop and great fun was had with the ear trumpet. Next door was a cobblers. The lady at 
the museum told us that everything in the shop was genuine as it was donated by a cobbler who had long 
since retired, complete with all the shoes that had been taken in for repair and not collected.  

We also visited the pump room and saw the many 
forms of pumps which were used to keep the water 
out of the fens.  There was also an old fashioned 
caravan which seemed very small compared to 
the ones which many of the Rainbows had taken 
holidays in, but it was beautifully restored and you 
could imagine that the family were just out collecting 
blackberries from near-by bushes.

The Victorian school room was a particular favourite 
of the Rainbows, complete with a stern looking 
teacher and those little bottles of milk that you used to 
get when you were young - I can remember this from 
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my days at what is now the Sunshine Pre-school and it was always warm and put me 
off milk for life.  There was also an exhibit from World War II which was also very 
interesting.  There was an old fashioned kitchen, complete with tin baths which the 
Rainbows found amusing to think that you had to bath in the kitchen and boil all the 
water before you could even think about adding the bubblebath.  At the end of the 
morning the Rainbows had great fun collecting the biggest acorns I have seen in a 
long time and then yes it was lunchtime.  We all sat together in the court yard in the 
beautiful sunshire and ate our picnic lunches.  After lunch we all we went into the 
shop to spend our pocket money, then it was time to have some fun games. We had 
sack races, skipping catching games, skittles, bean bag races and finally to finish 
the afternoon off we all had a singsong together - there were some songs that were 
great fun.  At 15.00 hours we all got our bags together and made our way back to our 
coach and Pat. It was considerably quieter on the way home than it was going, we 
were all exhusted, but had a fantastic day.
Marigold, Primrose and Buttercup

New Gazette Distributors
Thank you to two volunteers who have come forward very 

promptly in response to our appeal to assist with the overall Gazette 
distribution. 

Thank you, to Peter Viles for his past assistance with this.

For those of you living on Honey Hill leading into the Potton Road, 
the Farm Shop are kindly holding copies for you to grab as you 

pass, (as well as a small number of spares for anyone else).

If anyone living in Manor Road or Murfitt Way is able to help 
deliver their copies, please contact Val Newman on 01767 651 806.

Thank you to Susan Rook for her help up ’til now.

Similarly, Cinques Road 1 to 61 odds only. Thanks to Karen 
Boughton for all her years of delivering.

Thank you to all our 40 distributors who drop copies in to all our 
villagers each month. Your efforts are most appreciated. - Ed

Editorial comment
As many contributors have access to more up to date 
software than The Gazette, we are increasingly experiencing 
difficulty importing text particularly through Microsoft word 
that has photographs in the body of the text or text boxes. 
Text boxes do not import at all well in any version, and it 
would be much appreciated if these can be avoided entirely. 
Photographs need to be sent separately, so they can be 
placed in the columns accurately.

Many items are originally produced as A4 posters, and it 
would be appreciated if they could be reduced from the 24pt 
text size to around 12pt prior to sending them on to us. We do 
scale them, but every little helps.

End of rant. Please keep the contributions coming. Happy 
New Year to all our readers and contributors.
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

January and February 2009
Sunday 4th Jan Christmas 2 20
8.00am Holy Communion G
10.00am First Sunday & Baptisms G
6.00pm Evensong E
Sunday 11th Jan Epiphany
8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11.00am Holy Communion H
Sunday 18th Jan Baptism of Christ
8.00am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11.00am Parish Eucharist E
Sunday 25th Jan Epiphany 3
8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11.00am Parish Eucharist E
6.00pm Evensong G
Monday 26th Jan
8.00pm Quiet Service G

Sunday 1st Feb
Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple

8.00am Holy Communion G
10.00am First Sunday Service G
6.00pm Evensong E
Sunday 8th Feb 3rd before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion E

9.30am
Parish Eucharist 
& Baptism G

11.00am Parish Eucharist H
Monday 9th Feb
8.00pm Quiet Service G
Sunday 15th Feb 2nd before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11.00am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 22nd Feb
Sunday next before 
Lent

8.00am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11.00am Parish Eucharist E
6.00pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,
Human evolution is grinding to a halt; one expert in human 

genetics believes the mechanisms of evolution are winding down and that, 
frankly, this is as good as it gets. The way we are and the world we live in 
is as near to utopia as we will ever know. How does that make you feel? 

I certainly had a feeling of distinct anti-climax as I came across this news 
story. And we might all be feeling a little ‘anti-climactic’ at the moment, 
with the festivities of Christmas well and truly over. We may be asking 
‘what now’? For Christians the celebration of the birth of Christ is only 
the beginning, the real work begins now, the redemption, the salvation, 
the healing and teaching is all about to begin with the birth of this unique 
child. That’s the hope we cling to.

But what if Prof Jones of University College London is right? What if 
this really is it? What if we can’t progress any more as humans? There 
seems to be something deeply-rooted in our psyches that there will always 
be something better for us, a reason for hope, that things will change, 
‘don’t worry – it’ll be alright in the end’.
As a race humans are clearly faulty – we are murderous, wicked and 

selfish. But we are also compassionate, generous, unpredictable and prone 
to change. All these things should give us hope. Our genes may have 
reached utopia but our souls are still travelling on, looking and searching 
for more incidents and glimpses of the divine in our otherwise regular 
world. Let us never settle into complacent armchairs, and let us see the 
new year as another opportunity, another chance to release ourselves 
from the fear that we have reached the end. If we want, this is just the 
beginning.

Revd Steven Rothwell
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the second Sunday of each month

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Ever wondered what it’s all about?

Over 2 million people in the U.K. and 11 million people worldwide have attended 
an Alpha course – an opportunity to explore the meaning of life.

There are currently 7000 courses running across the UK.

The Alpha Course is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian Faith in a 
relaxed setting over a number of thought provoking weekly sessions.

Gamlingay Baptist Church will be running a course from February 2009.

Why not come along?

For details please ring our minister, James on (01767) 651519
Or watch our notice board outside the church on Stocks Lane. 

Dear Friends,

A new year is beginning, who knows what it will bring?
Just like 2008 and every New Year before that, we begin 2009 with all kinds of 
fresh hopes for this new year. Hopes for our family, our jobs, perhaps this year the 
uncertainty of the economy and recession feature in our hopes for 2009? Sometimes 
hope seems such a fleeting thing – no more than a wish. In bad circumstances we 
‘hope against hope’, hope like that is weak and so easily dashed. 

When the Bible talks about ‘hope’, it is hope as a certainty. St. Paul tells us that 
those of us who turn wholly to Jesus Christ, God made human, find that ‘hope does 
not disappoint us’ (Romans 5:5). The hope that Jesus offers is solid and will not be 
dashed, whatever our circumstances. For Paul, following Jesus Christ was not easy, 
we read some of his exploits in the book of Acts, in the New Testament and yet, after 
it all, when he was staring death in the face, his hope was still concrete (see 2 Timothy 
4:6–8).

In an age that is so uncertain, hope like that is precious.

This February, Gamlingay Baptist Church is running the Alpha Course – a ‘no strings’ 
opportunity for people to explore the Christian Hope (currently running in 7000 
churches, of almost all denominations, across the U.K.). Why not give it a try? You 
lose nothing and might find a hope worth having. See our notice board on Stocks Lane 
or ring me for details.

Happy New Year!

James.



Reflections from Gamlingay 
Wood

What is a Spar, and who is 
a Spar Maker?

To anyone who attended the open 
day in Gamlingay wood hosted by the 
Wildlife Trust (see front page article in 
the December edition) the answer will 
be to hand, but for those of us unable 
to attend, John Browning, Spar maker, 
kindly agreed to answer this and some 
other questions I put to him earlier in 
the month.

A spar is a piece of hazel wood, cut to 
between 26 – 28”. It is the peg used to 
bind the old ‘dry’ and new ‘wet’ thatch 
together to form the cohesive roof we 
see on many older properties today. 
Thatchers work on a roof using 3,000 
- 10,000 or more spars, twisted into a 
‘U’ bend and thrust through the layers 
of straw to bind the layers securely. 
As hazel stores well, and can be wetted 
should it become too dry to twist 
properly, it is the preferred spar for the 
thatchers. Freshly cut Willow can also 
be used, but once dry it is no longer 
usable.

John, 22 years making spars, started 
in roofing as a thatcher, in Broughton. 
He served 6 years of a 7 year 
apprenticeship, and then turned his 
attention to spar making. He used 
to make spars in the evenings after 
working as a thatcher during the day.

John was demonstrating his skill in Spar 
making during the open day, and I knew 
watching him later in his garage, that 
the ease with which he split the hazel 
sticks into equal halves belied the skill 
he had acquired. He told me that he was 
continuously adjusting the pressure on 
the timber in the middle, top and base of 
the piece, as his small axe head pressed 
through the core of the timber, but to 
my untutored eye the timber simply 
split cleanly in two! He did make it look 
easy!

The link to Gamlingay woods lies in 
the process of coppicing. Spars were 
traditionally made from coppiced 
timber of 7-9yrs old. In our wood, the 
attempts to re-establish this cycle are 
once again producing timber suitable 

for John to use. The saplings are first 
cut into standard length bundles, gads, 
and these are stacked ready for splitting. 
In Somerset and Wiltshire where 
the coppicing is still commercially 
managed, the coppice plots are divided 
into an acre each, and the produce 
harvested accordingly.

A spar is split in such a way that ‘a 
thatcher can twist them all day long’, 
but they are thick enough to pierce 4” of 
wet and 8” dry straw. This is the means 
of combining the original underlayer 
of the roof to the new straw layer on 
top. The twisted spar then springs 
open within the thatch firmly holding 
the straw in place. Every spar has a 
tricorn on each end to ensure the spar 
drives straight into the straw where the 
thatcher wants it.

In the thatching of an undamaged roof, 
the hips and eves are also refreshed 
so only new thatch shows, completely 
covering the original underlayer. 

The origin of the word thatch is German 
– thak, and easily recognisable today. 
The spar, though has over forty different 
names, - peg, broaches, withey-necks 
or spridles being only a handful of  
them. John has travelled throughout the 
country demonstrating his ancient skill, 
and each part has a different name for 
the same thing.

Each roof also has a longer set of hazel 
poles – liggers defining the borders 
or edges of the pattern developed and 
laid by the thatcher on the roof. Each 
thatcher develops variants of these 
patterns, learnt originally during his 
apprenticeship under his master. As 
thatchers now travel greater distances 
we are now seeing patterns from other 
parts of the country used locally, 
something a century ago would have 
been most unlikely. Ligger means ‘to 
lay flat’, which is of course what they 
are used for, to keep the ridge flat. (car 
mechanics also use a ligger – a plank 
with wheels to assist the mechanic 
in sliding under a car on his back to 
examine the underside.)

Stone masons finish their work with a 
finial, often a decorative flourish atop 
their work. This piece would only be 
laid when payment had been received, 
and it was a sign that the employer had 
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paid for the work he had had done. So, 
a missing finial could be a warning to 
other skilled trades that this potential 
employer was not good at paying up! 
Similarly with thatching. Today, the 
final flourish on a thatched roof is a 
purely decorative element, not always 
used or requested and does not reflect 
on the financial status of the employer!

Of the 7 year apprenticeship, the first 
two is spent firmly on the ground doing 
the odd job work ordered by the other 
thatchers. The apprentice earned no 
money for his master during these first 
years, he was kept. The next 2 years 
the apprentice learnt much of his skill 
on the roof and earnt for himself alone, 
perfecting his trade. In the next 3 
years he earnt more for his master, and 
slightly less in proportion for himself. 
Now he was in a position to set up as 
an independent thatcher, or continue as 
he was taking on further apprentices to 
help pass on the skills. 

On an average roof, a team of three 
would strip the roof of its outer layer, 
and old wire. The roof would then be 
dressed with fresh material, straw or 
reeds, rewired and then the area would 
be tidied up and the whole job finished 
in about 6 to 8 weeks. Work continues 
even in wet weather.

In Britain we use one of the following 
three materials for thatching: Combed 
wheat reed, long straw, or reed 
(originally called Norfolk marsh reed).
The first two of these materials are cut 

and carted in the same way but in the 
threshing drum the results differ. The 
long straw comes out of the drum in 
a muddle, but the combed wheat reed 
comes out in a tidy bundle, minus the 
ears! The Norfolk reed doesn’t need 
threshing.

A roof thatched with reed can last for 
a 100 years before it needs redoing, 
but one with straw can last as little as 
20 years. I asked why all roofs are not 
thatched with reed as it lasts so much 
longer. Apparantly, if a roof has been 
thatched with straw at any point then 
it has been decreed that it must now be 
rethatched from then onwards with the 
same material regardless of longevity. 

If there are liggers on the roof edges it 
indicates that straw has been used. The 
thatcher will have used these as a guide 
to cut the straw neatly to finish the 
edges. It is easier to final dress the reeds 
as they neatly pat into lines forming 
neat edges, so liggers need not be used 
and no cutting is necessary.

The craft of thatching was thought to 
be the first to have an apprenticeship. 
Concerns over poor quality of work 
were raised in the 17th century, so the 
apprenticeship was created to ensure a 
more consistent quality and standard 
of work throughout the profession. 
Thatching is one of the remaining skills 
from a lost age, and along with it the art 
of spar making. Once the spar makers 
stop, it will be far harder for thatchers of 
the future.
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Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Bridget Smith

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact us 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 
or cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk 
or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA and Bridget Smith 
on 650510 or at bridget@glockling.
com. 

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council 

 Planning

South Camb’s Planning Department 
were delighted to be awarded the 
highest Housing and Planning Grant 
in the country in recognition of how 
far advanced they are in delivering 
their Local Development Framework 
and also a similarly high grant for 
recognition of delivery of new and 
affordable housing.
The planning department have also 

acknowledged the role of Parish 
Councils in monitoring development in 
their area in relation to making sure that 
developers are actually building what 
they said they would build where they 
said they would build it. Obviously it 
is up to everyone to report to the Parish 
Council or South Cambridgeshire any 
building work which they think may 
not be following the plans set out in 
a planning application or for which 
planning permission may not have been 
sought in the first place.

If you are submitting a planning 
application to South Cambridgeshire 
they would appreciate it being 
submitted in electronic format as delays 
caused by having to scan huge amounts 
of paper work into their system for 
the website holds up registration of 
applications by significant amounts of 
time.  Lastly if you are awaiting to hear 
the results of a planning application the 
aim is for you to be informed within 2 
days of the decision being made.  If it 
takes much longer, please let Sebastian 
or Bridget know.

New Communities

South Cambridgeshire has responded 
to Government requirements for the 
development of new communities such 
as Northstowe by establishing a New 
Communities Department with its 
own portfolio holder.  A draft service 
plan has recently been presented and 
it identifies Parish Councils as being 
one of the key partners in the delivery 
of New Communities.  A new team of 
officers is almost complete and promise 
to learn many lessons from earlier 
developments in the delivery of future 
large developments.

Housing Futures

It is pleasing to see that the latest leaflet 
for tenants informing them about the 
progress of the proposed transfer of 
housing from South Cambridgeshire to 
a Housing Association, does mention 
the possibility of retention as well as 
transfer.  Some councillors had voiced 
concerns that the printed material 
given to tenants to date had only talked 
about the positive side of transfer and 
the negative side of retention.  At the 
end of the day it is up to the tenants to 
vote on what they want based upon the 
information given to them.  
The proposed Housing Association 

is to be called South Cambridgeshire 
Village Homes and its board is to be 
made up of tenants and Councillors.  
The numbers of each is still under 
discussion.  If you are a South 
Cambridgeshire tenant please read 
this latest document carefully and if 
you have any questions either ring the 
helpline (0800 085 2207), look at the 
website or attend one of the drop in 
sessions listed on the back of the latest 
leaflet.

Carbon Reduction

South Cambridgeshire DC has a 
very active and committed Climate 
Change Working Party whose brief 
is to look at ways in which we can 
ALL reduce our carbon footprint, 
use energy more efficiently and 
increase the percentage of energy we 
use from renewable energy sources.  
They want to encourage parishes to 
identify individuals prepared to be 
Carbon Reduction Champions for 
their community.  These individuals 
will then be supported to take a lead in 

encouraging their communities (maybe 
just their street or the whole village) 
to become more aware of Climate 
Change issues and the ways in which 
individuals can play a role in reducing 
their impact on climate change at a 
local level.  If you would like to know 
more about this please contact Bridget 
Smith.

The Energy Saving Trust is a very 
good source of information about 
grants to help make your home more 
energy efficient.  There are actually 
73 different types of energy efficiency 
grants available at the moment and 
the odds are that one of them will be 
suitable for you.  Phone EST for more 
information free on 0800 512012

and also ... 
by Sebastian Kindersley

It is common knowledge that our 
district and county councils are not 
awash in money to spend. 

However, this doesn’t mean that 
services must necessarily diminish 
across the board.  The key challenge 
for ruling groups on our councils is to 
prioritise the spending of taxpayers’ 
money in order to provide services as 
effectively as possible. 

At the District Council we’ve seen 
vast expenditure - around £600,000 
and rising - on consulting tenants 
on the prospect of transfering the 
Council’s housing stock to a new 
housing association.  One of the 
notable elements buried in that sum 
is the £24,894 spent on producing 
an informational DVD sent out to all 
Council tenants, to accompany the 
written material delivered to each 
household. These are huge sums 
of money and one has to question 
whether they have to be quite so 
large - especially when small services 
like tree, hedge and garden work for 
Council tenants have been cut back so 
hard.

As for County Council services, local 
residents might wonder why more 
money can’t be spent on rural bus 
services, subsidies for student travel, 
assistance to library access points, 
or drain maintenance, to name a few 
essential local services.  While bus 
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subsidies and budgets for road repairs 
have steadily decreased, the budget 
for advertising and PR has risen, from 
£768,000 ten years ago to a current 
£2,402,000.

It is easy for government to spend 
excessively on advertising, PR and 
communications.  Whether at national 
or local council, ‘communications’ 
can mean both the dissemination of 
essential factual information, but 
also carefully chiselled messages 
to validate the policies and actions 
of a ruling group.  We all criticise 
central government advertising costs, 
and at our local District and County 
Councils it is sad perhaps that the 
administrations have not shown much 
determination to cut waste and spin. 

As YOUR elected representatives 
we believe that our job is to stay 
informed about essential local needs 
and services, and to challenge budget 
choices where necessary.

If you are interested in the nitty gritty 
of decision making on the spending of 
your council tax, you can follow the 
District and County Councils’ proposed 
budgets, which will be considered at 
their February meetings and challenged 
by opposition councillors.  

Those budgets are in preparation now. 
You can even submit a question to 
each of the two council meetings about 
any issue you are concerned about, 
budgetary or otherwise. 

 For copies of agendas and times of 
public meetings, visit the respective 
council websites: www.scambs.gov.uk 
and www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

Editorial note: car scheme
Following a letter to our Chairman, the 
editor has decided, as requested, not 
to modify the imported text received by 
this contributor. 

The text from this email has been 
copied and pasted directly. It has not 
been retyped this month. A number of 
carriage returns were removed to keep 
it to one column, but no text has been 
changed.

I apologise for amending last month’s 
version - Ed

The Gamlingay & Hatleys
Community Car Scheme
 

 Change of

New Co-ordinator
 
Subsequent to December’s 
issue of The Gazette we 
are happy to announce 
that a new dedicated 
coordinator has come 
forward to take over 
administration of the local 
community car scheme.

 
From 1 January 2009 
all future requests for 
transport should be 
directed to:

 
Mrs Sue McPherson on

01767 652949

or

01767 652196

 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome 
Sue on board and to thank 
all the drivers that have 
given their invaluable time 
to help and support the 
scheme over the past year.

Maureen Francis

continued from page 8
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Happy New Year to all Gazette 
readers! 
We hope you enjoyed your 
Christmas as much as we did!

WHAT OUR CHILDREN 
HAVE BEEN DOING

During December the children put 
on a Christmas Show and spent a great 
deal of time practising for this. The 
show was called ‘The Busy Christmas 
Postman’ and all the children had a part 
to play! 

We had a postman, snowmen, 
snowflakes, Humpty Dumpty, 
Blackbeard the Pirate, Bob the 
Builder, elves and, of course, Father 
Christmas!!! 

The children’s families were armed 
with tissues as they came to watch 
their little actors and actresses perform! 
Refreshments were provided and a 
raffle took place at the end. It was a 
fantastic morning and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all!

Sunshine Pre-School took their 
Christmas Tree to the Christmas Tree 
Festival at the Church. The children 
had made colourful decorations at 
home with their families to bring in to 
decorate the tree with. 
All the trees in the church looked 
fantastic and everyone felt very festive!

The term finished off with a 
Christmas party where lovely food was 
served and Christmas songs were sung. 
At the end all the children had a photo 
taken with and received a present from 
Father Christmas himself!

WELCOME NEW CHILDREN!

If your child is approaching pre-
school age then we would love to meet 
you. Children are welcome from 2½ 
years during our morning sessions. 
We are open Monday-Friday, 9.00am 
until 12 noon. A lunch club operates 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
offering children the chance to stay for 
an extra hour. If you would like more 
information or a prospectus please 
telephone 07703 770676. Alternatively 

NEWS 
FROM 

SUNSHINE 

Battle 
of the 

Bands 2008
Nine hours of music, 13 young 
bands, 40 volunteers, and 
an audience of 400 made up 
Gamlingay’s second annual ‘Battle 
of the Bands’ competition, which 
took place at the Community 
Centre, Stocks Lane on Saturday 8th 
November 2008.  

The event was loud, energetic, good 
natured and a resounding success for 
the bands and audience alike. As one 
young entrant said “ It’s not just about 
who wins, it’s about the community 
coming together” and this summed up 
the feel of the evening.

Winners in the under 18’s category 
were Lolworth group Chloe and the 
Soundjackers with their mix of Funk/
Rock/Soul/Alternative music, and 
the 18-25 category was won by The 
Jamlinjays from Sandy/Gamlingay,  
with their blend of funk rock and hip 
hop.

The judges, who included local DJs, 
music managers, producers, promoters 
and the vice chair of Cambridge’s 
Strawberry Fair, were looking for 
great musicianship, originality and a 
stage presence that would make them 
popular with the crowd.  Both winning 
bands delivered on all counts, turning 
in a crowded pleasing performance, 
and for Chloe and the Soundjackers, 
repeating their win of last year, (then 
under the name Target ‘n’ Takedown) 

you can email sunshine-gamlingay@
tiscali.co.uk. 

You are welcome to visit for a ‘taster’ 
session at any time. Take a look at our 
website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.
ik.org - it will give you an idea of what 
happens at our friendly and welcoming 
pre-school. We look forward to seeing 
you soon!



“GAMLINGAY’S GOT 
TALENT?”

We like to think so .
 Are you one of the millions who watch 
The X- Factor every Saturday? 
Perhaps you would like to have a go, 
but you don’t fancy queuing for hours 
or being taken apart by Simon Cowell ?

Well, we are planning to do something 
similar right here in Gamlingay next 
April, and we are looking for budding 
entertainers of all ages to take part. 

You won’t have to travel to London 
or face any scary judges (though you 
won’t get to meet Cheryl and Danni 
either ) - all you have to do is learn a 
song, dance routine, or other variety act  
well enough to entertain our audience 
for about five minutes. 

You can be either a solo or a group act, 
we don’t mind.

The Fire Alarm
by E W Farndell

Early on the morning of Halloween, I 
woke in my warm, cosy bed. I checked 
the time as 5:20. I decided to rest a 
while longer.

As I settled down a strange happening 
occurred, a wave of freezing cold air 
engulfed me. Startled, I sat up and as 
I did so the fire alarm, situated on the 
ceiling in the hall, began to activate.
Knowing that there was very little 
energy being used and certainly not a 
heat source, I got up to investigate. I 
could not find any reason for it to occur. 
Later in the day, still puzzling over 
it, and feeling there might be a weird 
reason for it, I contacted the local 
council, and found that being sheltered 
accommodation, the residents who had 
lived here since the bungalows were 
built, had had a variety of previous 
occupations. My house was lived in 
for a number of years by an ex-fireman 
who was known for being a practical 
joker.

Could it be that his spirit had returned 
to play this prank on me, knowing that 
I too had been a fireman for twenty 
years?

It seems hard to believe but why did I 
experience that freezing sensation and 
the fire alarm activating?

Fact:
Footnote; I was disturbed by the fire 
alarm later in the day.

The winning bands have each won 
£150 in cash, a photoshoot, and a 
package of benefits that will help them 
develop the skills they need to get gigs, 
and promote and market themselves. 
BOTB Judge Richard Brown, Arts 
Development Officer for South Cambs, 
will be working with them over the 
next few months, running a seminar 
for them and arranging opportunities 
for them to play at local venues.  In 
addition, Gamlingay Records will be 
looking at signing them to the label, 
along with some of the other most 
promising entrants.  

Battle of the Bands was organised by 
Gamlingay Records, a part of Forward 
Gamlingay!, and was funded by grants 
administered by Cambridgeshire 
Community Foundation, Microsoft 
Research Foundation and the Fund for 
Cambridgeshire.  All money raised will 
go back into Gamlingay Records to 
fund the development of young bands 
and other youth related projects in the 
village.

We will be putting together a team of 
experts in Music, Presentation, Sound 
and Lighting to help you.

We are looking to raise money towards 
improving the Community Centre, but 
it won’t cost you a penny to enter. So 
watch this space for further details, fill 
in our registration form as soon as you 
see it (or register online), and we’ll see 
you at the auditions!  

You can express your interest now 
by leaving a message on: info@
gamlingayplayers.co.uk or 07530 
505349
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Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome

8th January: Gerry Brunt, 
15 Fairfield
5th February: Vera Decker, 
2 Rowan Gdns
If you need 
a lift, please 
contact Gerry 
Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Booklinks

Six of us discussed ‘Life Class’ by Pat Barker, over a glass of 
mulled wine. 

 This novel is set during the time of the Great War, 
and depicts the life of an art student, Paul, who 
for the first half of the novel was studying at the 
Slade school of art and for the second half he was 

volunteering in a front line hospital.  

From the opening scene of a life drawing class at the Slade, 
the reader is carried along with Paul’s friendships, 
romances and frustrations with his art and his love 
life as his character is developed and he learns 
from his experiences.  Most people seemed to have 
a preference for one half of this novel or the other.  

Some liked the scenes set in London and found the description 
in the war section gory or aimless, whereas others found the 
London events dull and preferred to read about events at the 

hospital.  The high quality of descriptive writing, 
in particular the graphic description of the injuries 
that Paul encountered in the course of his work at 
the hospital might have been the author’s attempt 
to convey an artist’s view of the world.  The author 
incorporated several famous real life artists, which 
provided additional interest. 

This book had similarities to Evelyn Waugh’s novel, ‘Bright 
young things’, or ‘Night Watch’ by Sarah Waters.  
Most of us that had read it liked it.
 
We then went on to discuss other books that we had 
enjoyed.  Despite being published some years ago, 
both ‘The cloning of Joanna May’ by Fay Weldon 

and ‘The Far Pavilions’ by M. M. Kay were recommended.  ‘One 
family’s response to terrorism: A daughter’s memoir’ by local 
author Susan Van De Ven, was also highlighted.
 

November reading 
to discuss at the 
December meeting is 
‘Winter in Madrid’ by 
C.J. Sansom. 
  

In January, the 
group are meeting 
on the 8th, which 
is the second 
Thursday of the 
month, 
at 23 The 
Maltings



Taylard House 
- from Rectory to 

Refectory

What to do when the kids have 
gone?   Yes, it happens to all of 
us and it happened to us a few 
years ago.  You walk through 
the hall and trip over shoes 
carelessly discarded and are 
about to curse the children when 
you suddenly realise they no 
longer live with you.  They’re 
your shoes!    The childrens’ 
bedrooms are tidy;  their old 
toys, school books and clothes 
still there, but everything’s 
packed away - and not strewn all 
over the floor.

When we found ourselves in 
our own empty nest a few years 
ago, my wife Sue and I decided 
that even though we had too 
much room for the two of us, 
we loved our home and were 
reluctant to sell and downsize.   
The house was built as the 
village rectory in 1850 and was 
described in Kelly’s directory 
in 1851 as ‘an ornament to 
the village’!   Taylard House 
served as the village rectory 
until approximately 15 years 
ago, and was empty until 1996 
when Sue and I purchased 
the, by now, sadly dilapidated 
building from the church.  We 
were prohibited from naming 
the house ‘The Old Rectory’ 
so asked an historian to find a 
name that had some relevance 
to the village.  Of the historian’s 
six recommendations, we opted 
for ‘Taylard House’, after a 
steward of Merton college who 
managed the college’s estates 
in the 17th century.  We suspect 
that the house may well have 
been built on Merton College 
land.  Sue and I have always 

loved its architecture, character 
and beautiful garden that - at 
over an acre - allows us to be 
secluded, yet in the heart of the 
village, and while we had no 
wish to leave, our retirement 
coincided with the relentless 
upward curve of household 
bills and we realised that we 
somehow had to make the house 
pay its way.   Having retired 
from the hospitality business, 
returning to it seemed a natural 
step and so we decided to offer 
‘b & b’.  Following the trauma 
of alterations and refurbishment 
(which any of you who have 
undertaken will understand!) 
we are proud to be able to offer 
three attractive rooms to let, 
each with digital TVs, king 
sized beds and with bathroom 
facilities either en-suite or 
separate. Unusually for a ‘b 
& b’, our paying guests have 
their own spacious and elegant 
drawing and dining rooms, 
which overlook the grounds.  As 
well as offering dinner for our 
‘b & b’ guests, we are able to  
serve dinner for private parties 
of between 6 and 16 for family 
gatherings, special occasions 
or simply to treat your nearest 
and dearest to an intimate and 
personalised service in privacy 
and without the distractions of 
normal restaurants.  

So far the ‘b & b’ experience 
has proved very rewarding for 
Sue and me.  Our guests have 
included tree experts, antique 
valuers, a judge from the 
Falkland Islands, from the USA, 
New Zealand, South African 
and many European countries 
including Germany, France, 
Spain, and Poland … people 
from all walks of life and all 
points of the compass who are 
visiting Gamlingay for family 

parties, weddings, funerals or 
just passing through as part of  a 
tour.  All have been a delight to 
meet and have been generous 
in their comments in the guest 
book.  So, if your children are 
still occupying all your spare 
rooms and leaving their shoes 
in your hall, and you are about 
to be visited by in-laws, other 
family or friends, please allow 
us to help.  

Finally, if transport’s the 
problem - we can help there too, 
by relieving you of the driving 
burden with our Private Hire 
vehicle, Elite Fleet.  To find out 
more about any of these services 
then please ring Andy or Sue 
Banham on 01767 650517.

Advertising feature



Advertising featureNew to the UK

A new business has been launched with its registered office based in Gamlingay. 
The business - J&J (UK) Distributors Ltd - has secured a 5-year exclusive agreement to supply, a 
medical device, new to the UK called Rhinohorn throughout the UK. 

Rhinohorn is a Scandinavian drug free nasal cleansing device, invented by Per Peo Olson a leading 
Norwegian yoga lecturer & teacher, which uses a natural saline solution to help relieve the symptoms of 
hay fever & sinusitis.

Since 1999 Scandinavian, French & Dutch Ear Nose & Throat specialists & GP’s have been enthusiastic 
about the Norwegian Rhinohorn for nose cleansing due to its natural & drug free method of clearing 
clogged nasal passages. More recently, this device has been launched successfully in USA, Australia and 
other countries.

Jack Walker, Director of J&J – said - “We have received a very positive response from UK ENT 
specialists following an article published recently in the British Medical Journal and a number of 
requests for brochures and a sample of the device”

The device is produced in Norway using PEHD plastic and is CE marked (medically approved) in 
compliance with EEC council directive 93/42 concerning medical devices. 

The advantages of cleansing the nose with Rhinohorn are numerous:

Salt water is natural, no artificial chemical influence on the mucous membranes.
The design makes the tip of the device fit nicely into the nasal opening and allows the water to 
flow   gently through natural pressure through the nose by gravity only.
Rhinohorn makes nasal cleansing easy & pleasant.
The saline solution improves the resistance of the mucous membranes against bacterial & viral 
attacks.
Rinsing the nasal passages with saline water will help prevent & can alleviate sinusitis, remove 
dust & pollen alleviating allergy discomfort.
Use of Rhinohorn can be a big help after nasal surgery, it rinses mildly & effectively.
Nasal cleansing reduces the consequences of air pollution.
Warm salt water relaxes swelling in the mucous membranes.

Rhinohorn will be available through Chemists, Health Stores, Internet & Direct Mail.

You can read more about the device and watch a demonstration video on J&J’s web site at
www.rhinohorn.co.uk

A free coloured brochure is available on request email to info@rhinohorn.co.uk 
or by contacting:
 
J&J (UK) Distributors Ltd 
104 Station Road, 
Gamlingay.
SG19 3HB
Tel: 0845 1162027

Rhinohorn is available in two colours, Blue & Red (his & hers), And retails at £12.95
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Gamlingay Eco Hub: 
November’s Report

Our architects CIVIC are now 
hard at work interpreting all 
the information 
from the needs 
analysis we 
have undertaken 
over the past 4 years and turning 
it into plans.  These will be 
available for discussion by 
everyone in the village soon 
after the New Year.  We plan to 
undertake a number of public 
consultations when everyone 
will have an opportunity to say 
what they think about the plans, 
the costs, the time scales and 
anything else that is of concern.  
We will run separate consultation 
sessions for local businesses, 
the health service providers, 
the schools and the residents of 
our sheltered housing schemes. 
There will also be a public 
consultation event for everybody 
including existing users of all 
our community buildings which 
will be held in the Community 
Centre.

Once all the public consultation 
is complete we shall be 
submitting a planning application 
– hopefully in March 2009.  
Our expectation is that work on 
Phase 1 and 2 will start in the 
late summer and so the building 
will not be available for hire 
for a number of weeks later in 
the year.  Further details will be 
notified as soon as we are aware 
of exact dates.

There is a huge amount of work 
to do in order to secure the large 
amount of funding required for 
Phase 3.  Any offers of help will 
be enthusiastically received.  
This could include researching 
furniture and equipment on 

the internet, investigating 
recycling facilities, preparing and 
administering questionnaires and 
many other things.  

If you are 
interested in using 
any spaces in 
the new building 
please get in 

touch soon so that your needs 
can be fully taken on board at 
this planning stage.  Also if you 
have any comments or questions 
about this project that you would 
like us to consider or respond 
to please send them in to the 
Parish Council Office by post 
or e-mail for the attention of the 
Hub Project Facilitator.  www.
gamlingaypc@lineone.net

Crime Reporting

Reporting crimes and incidents 
to the Police is a matter that has 
caused some confusion in the 
past.  In our attempts to make 
sure we answer your calls and 
allow officers to be out of the 
Police station patrolling we have 
moved away from providing 
direct numbers to Police 
Stations. The operators who take 
your call can often deal with 
your enquiry direct, update you 
on a crime or incident or record 
your crime. They will also be 
able to pass your call through 
direct to officers at the station or 
on their mobile phones. Below is 
a general guide to reporting.

Emergencies
Dial 999 when:
·Lives are at risk / violence / 
serious injury
·Serious crime is happening



·Criminal still at the scene or 
nearby 
The police operator will need 
to take your name, address and 
details of what has happened. 
This will take time, but it is 
important to get all of the 
information from you so that 
we can send the appropiate 
resources to you if necessary.
Otherwise, always call:
0845 456 456 4
24 hours a day, for all non-
emergency calls. - Your call 
will be answered by a trained 
operator. 
Please note, calls may be 
recorded for quality monitoring, 
training and evidential purposes.
General Phone Enquires
For all non-emergencies, call 24 
hours a day:
0845 456 456 4
MINICOM helpline for the deaf 
and hard of hearing, anywhere in 
the force area:
01480 422493
RNID TypeTalk is a national 
telephone relay service which 
enables, deaf, deaf-blind, hard 
of hearing and speech impaired 
people to communicate. To 
access the service dial:
0800 515152
Contact online.
www.cambs.police.uk 
Via Email

Firstname.surname@cambs.pnn.
police.uk 

New Year
waste 
and 

recycling collections 

South Cambs has made the 
following waste and recycling 
arrangements over New Year.

 There will be changes to the 
following Thursday and Friday 

collections (please note that 
these are the only dates due to 
be affected by bank holiday 

changes):
 

Changes to Thursday 
collections – 25 December and 

1 January
Gamlingay, Hatley, 

Black bin collections scheduled 
for 25 December will be five 

days early on Saturday 20 
December

·Green bin and green box 
collections scheduled for 1 

January will be one day late on 
Friday 2 January

Waste collection calendar
Householders can check the 
waste collection calendar in the 
autumn or winter South Cambs 
magazine, by calling 08450 
450 063 or by downloading the 
calendar from 
www.scambs.gov.uk 
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Rapunzel and the Tower of 
Doom

At Hatley Village Hall on 9th Jan 2009

Tangles? 
Split Ends? Frizzy? 
Flyaway? 
It’s hard enough having a bad hair day but pity poor Rapunzel 
spending her life in a tower with a wicked witch using her captive’s 
locks as a step ladder! 
What sort of damage is that going to do to your hair? 
 
Theatre of Widdershins have taken this Grimm tale right back to 
its dark roots, teased out the tangles and styled it into a beautifully 
coiffured hair piece! 
This enchanting show promises plenty of body, volume and loads of 
highlights. 
Make an appointment to see the show today – because you’re worth 
it!!!

7pm
Adults £6 Children £4 
 For more information 
please ring Margot on 01767 651649



P3S for Gamlingay?
by Mike Brettle

I am increasingly concerned at the anti-
social behaviour of some of the older 
members of our community. 

I refer of course to the amount of dog 
mess on the streets and public areas. 
Allowing dogs to foul the pavement is 
probably the anti-social behaviour that 
causes problems for the largest number 
of people. I know teenage gangs who 
are terrified to go out in the dark for 
fear of what they might tread in with 
their designer trainers. 

Obviously fines, ASBOs, community 
service orders and so on are available 
but these seem to be rarely used or 
are ineffective as anyone jogging 
or wheeling a push-chair around 
Gamlingay will testify. ASBOs could 
even become a kind of ‘badge of 
honour’ among some members of the 
dog-owning community.

Of course most dog owners are 
responsible and clean up after their 
dogs and use the red collection boxes 
around the village but a minority are 
creating a real nuisance.  

However our council are 
looking at some excellent 
and wide ranging ideas for 
making the community 
centre (or ‘Eco-Hub’ as it 
may be called) as carbon 
friendly as possible. It 
seems to me that there is an 
opportunity here to kill two 

birds with one stone. In some parts of 
the world animal dung is used as a fuel 
so in Gamlingay we have an untapped 
resource for a so called P3S solution 
(or Poo Powered Power Station to 
give it its full name). Back of envelope 
arithmetic suggests that as much as 
100kg of ‘fuel’ could be available in 
Gamlingay every day. This would have 
to be gathered and fed into the P3S. 
Rather than employ someone to do 
this I suggest the task could be given 
out as a kind of community service 
order for those caught allowing their 
dog to foul public areas. Rather than 
being sentenced to a number of hours 
they would instead be sentenced to 
however many hundreds of kilograms 
of ‘fuel’ to be cleared up. The 
contents of the red collection boxes 
are relatively simple to gather up and 
would be outside this scheme. One box 
could even be put on the side of the 
community centre feeding directly into 
the P3S for responsible dog owners 
to put in their own contribution. Less 
polluted streets and less polluted air in 
one fell stroke!
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Notes From A 
Small(ish) Village

An Ex-Pat Returns to the United 
Kingdom after Forty-one Years of 

Living in the Lower Forty of the U.S. 
and finds 

Everything Utterly Different

Gamlingay is a smallish inland village 
in East Anglia not so far from Cambridge 
University, which is no more than saying 
that Harvard is near Boston. Here, there 
are no towering houses; most are small 
and two-storied and almost everywhere 
are joined together or semi-detached; 
only those who are wealthy enough live 
in detached houses. In fact, many of 
these dwellings are so small I believe 
they were originally built either by the 
Celts or by Fairies, perhaps by Gnomes 
or Trolls. An American basketball player 
would have to suck in his breath and 
bend in half to edge through the front 
door. Additionally, there are equally 
small shops: the butcher, the baker, the 
candlestick maker, the florist, the co-op 
food store (equivalent to a mini-mart), 
a miniature bank, long dead but still 
possessing an ATM (known here as a 
Cash Point), and, of course, two rather 
larger buildings called Pubs – The Frog– The Frog The Frog 
and Treadle and The Brass Nose [actually 
I don’t know their real names since I am’t know their real names since I amt know their real names since I am 
too busy reminding myself to look right 
first and then left before crossing the 
street]. There are no restaurants, except 
for Pubs offering steak and kidney pie 
and toad-in-the ‘ole [it is better that you‘ole [it is better that youole [it is better that you 
do not understand what these delicacies 
are like], no Starbucks, no coffee shops. 
There is one church dating back to the 
13th Century, well before Columbus 
conceived the idiotic notion he could 
reach India by sailing west before falling 
off the edge of the world.

Within walking distance is the cemetery 
containing my mother’s and my niece’s and my nieces and my niece 
Nicola’s ashes, well kept up by my’s ashes, well kept up by mys ashes, well kept up by my 
brother-in-law Stan and my sister Pippa 
who, once a week, go there to scrub 
off the plaques and place fresh flowers. 
Now I am finally able to participate in 
this exercise and look forward to the day 
when the small box, containing my ashes, 
is buried beside my mother’s. Only for’s. Only fors. Only for 
sentimental reasons, of course!

Outside the village are green, green 
fields and copses. Beautiful English 
bluebells are exploding into growth 

among the trees. There are forest 
wardens who shoot people picking them 
[Joking, joking, only joking]. Bluebells, 
as you know, are, next to Japanese knock 
weed and diverse forms of ivy, the most 
competitive plants alive. Given half a 
chance they will quickly take over an 
entire garden. Out of my window I can 
see hundreds of them surging East and 
West. 

Not quite as many women smile at me 
as they did in Seattle and Portland, but 
then I’ve only been here for six weeks.’ve only been here for six weeks.ve only been here for six weeks. 
My ambitionless ambition is to have 
them all smile in a matter of months in 
recognition of an old man who bears 
them no ill will at all. Already the lady 
at the Co-Op laughs her head off every 
time I enter the store in expectation that 
I will say or do something incredibly 
foolish. I got a debit card from my new 
bank. The first time I used it on the only 
ATM machine I, as usual in my clumsy 
way, succeeded in causing the machine to 
swallow the card and refuse to disgorge 
it! I had to order another card while 
attempting to sound as if it were entirely 
the machine’s fault.’s fault.s fault.

Pippa and Stan’s house is considerably’s house is considerablys house is considerably 
larger than those on the Main Street, 
with four bedrooms. And at right angles, 
a few feet from the main house, is the 
Granny Flat (named after my mother for 
whom it was built) that is almost perfect 
in dimensions and facilities.

Here I have settled down. I wake up 
at 3:30 a.m. to listen to the exquisite 
choral singing of dozens of birds. Later 
I open the curtains to see birds bathing, 
birds eating, birds dive bombing the 
conservatory, birds hopping over the 
grass lawn, and even listen to the sound 
of birds pattering over the roof above 
me. Robins and crows are at least half 
the size of their U.S. counterparts. What 
I used to call crows are jackdaws here 
and they do not caw at full volume.

The garden is exquisite. There is a fence 
running down the length of one side with 
climbing plants covering it. Bamboo, 
wisteria, clematis and others I don’t’tt 
yet recognize. Everywhere else, aside 
from the grass strip, there are dozens 
upon dozens of plants, some already 
flowering. I am waiting for the roses to 
bloom outside my front door.

It is a long garden, at the bottom of 
which, Stan grows vegetables though he 
is now in a somewhat heated argument 
with a mole that has appeared and likes to 
eat them. No sentient being is killed here 
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by chemical or physical means. Spiders, 
bees, wasps and flies are politely ushered 
out and told not to come back. 

Am I describing utopia? Not quite. We 
live simply without indulging in frozen 
foods and I fully expect to lose another 
ten pounds in the coming months.

I registered at the local surgery (clinic) 
with the hope that I would be accepted 
as a British citizen which my passport 
claims I am. It worked with unbelievable 
speed for a bureaucracy that out-rivals 
America’s.Aweek later I received a letter’s.Aweek later I received a letters. A week later I received a letter 
from the regional authorities supplying 
me with a National Health Service 
number (vaguely similar to a Medicare 
card). Now I will get free medical care 
and free medicine. What a relief: no 
longer having to fight Medicare and the 
supplemental insurance company over 
every single medical bill. Kirsten tells 
me that a survey of five countries and 
their health benefits show, for example, 
that the U.S. is the only country where 
people are forced to file for bankruptcy 
in response to health bills! Of course if 
all my teeth fall out I may have to wait 
six months to a year before a dentist has 
time to work on me.

There are, naturally, negatives, mostly 
financial. The U.S. dollar is disgustingly 
weak. Two dollars are worth only one 
pound sterling, a 50 per cent drop in 
the last few years. The U.S. Democrats 
had better win big and put their act 
together in developing cohesive 
economic plans to delay the inevitable 
fall of the American Empire. Let there 
be no misunderstanding, I am not so 
enamoured with my new dwelling place 
that I forget the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag [joking].

Moreover, everything is at least twice 
as expensive as in the U.S. If Pippa and 
Stan were not giving me shelter and food 
I could not afford to live here. Housing 
is incredibly expensive. It is difficult to 
find any house for less than $500,000 
while a half-decent detached house costs 
upwards of $750,000. A glass of beer can 
cost $8.00 in a pub. You cannot walk out 
of a grocery store with a week’s supply’s supplys supply 
of food for less than $300.

I left the home country [England] in 
1961, spent five years in Vancouver, 
Canada, and the next 41 years in Seattle, 
Washington. Those years are filled with 
memories, unshakeable among the 
neurons flaring within my brain; the 
mind converses with itself despite my 
attempts to shake its course, its neuronal 

connections. All those mistakes, all 
those sessions with senior executives 
at the Bell System telling them face-to-
face all those things they did not want 
to hear, all those fleeting and dissolving 
relationships with the opposite sex. Now, 
yet again alone in what is a semi-foreign 
country I stumble along like a child 
curious but afraid of strange encounters. 
Yet I know that at my age the divinity of 
romance and sexual fever has gone for 
this life time. 

In Gamlingay I went into the Co-op (a 
mini-mart) with my sister. She picked up 
a bottle of milk, I snatched up a bottle of 
wine and a bag of peanuts. We arrived 
together at the register at the same 
time. All I had was a bunch of change, 
one coin of which I had identified as 5 
pounds [it turned out to be worth only 
two pounds] and found I was short. I 
pulled out all my change, none of which 
I was yet conversant with. The young 
woman kept taking the coins out of my 
hand before announcing I was short. My 
sister who hadn’t brought her purse with’t brought her purse witht brought her purse with 
her couldn’t make up the difference. At’t make up the difference. Att make up the difference. At 
which point a woman in the next line 
dropped a one pound coin, worth two 
dollars, into my hand and walked out 
smiling. The transaction was completed 
without further counting. If I had had my 
wits about me I would have rushed over 
as she was leaving, kissed her on both 
cheeks and promised to send her roses. 
That would probably have been too 
much and I would have got hit over the 
head with her umbrella.

Finally, last Tuesday I bravely took a 
bus into Biggleswade, a town some 30 
minutes away, to pick up some money sent 
via moneygram to the post office there. 
Then it was that I really discovered that 
rules and regulations in this country were 
created by Hobbits and semi-intelligent 
idiots, namely politicians at the local and 
national levels. I needed the ‘lucre’ badly‘lucre’ badlylucre’ badly’ badly badly 
since I was over-drawn at the bank; here 
a very expensive failing that costs $75. 
So I strode into the post office, presenting 
the confirmation number and smiling at 
the clerk. She carefully wrote down my 
name and the Gamlingay address. She 
looked at the computer screen and asked, 
“Who sent it to you?” I relied, “KirstenWho sent it to you?” I relied, “Kirsten” I relied, “Kirsten I relied, “Kirsten“KirstenKirsten 
van Gelder.” “Oh, yes,” she said, “I see” “Oh, yes,” she said, “I see “Oh, yes,” she said, “I see“Oh, yes,” she said, “I seeOh, yes,” she said, “I see” she said, “I see she said, “I see“I seeI see 
it here. Now I need some identification.��” 
Dutifully, I handed over my one and only 
U.K. passport. She looked at it. She said, 
“But there’s a problem. The moneygramBut there’s a problem. The moneygram’s a problem. The moneygrams a problem. The moneygram 
is made out to Nicolas van Gelder and 
your passport says your first name is 

continued from page �0



continued on page �3

Alexander.” I couldn’t understand what” I couldn’t understand what I couldn’t understand what’t understand whatt understand what 
she was talking about. Yes my passport 
since its first creation has been made 
out as it was on my birth certificate 
– Alexander Nicholas van Gelder. Yet Alexander Nicholas van Gelder. Yet 
in my entire life I have been called only 
Nick or Nicolas, never Alexander or 
Arthur. This I explained to her. “That“ThatThat 
doesn’t matter. It says your first name’t matter. It says your first namet matter. It says your first name 
is Alexander, so I can’t give you the’t give you thet give you the 
money.” My nerves began to twitch, my” My nerves began to twitch, my My nerves began to twitch, my 
mind began to wonder what had happened 
to the intelligent, judicious English I had 
known; was I about to enter a nightmare. 
Remember, you’re a Buddhist, I told’re a Buddhist, I toldre a Buddhist, I told 
myself, anger is a poison. I fished into 
my wallet and began tossing her other 
identification: An American credit card 
– Nicolas van Gelder; my American Nicolas van Gelder; my American 
driver’s license with photograph –’s license with photograph –s license with photograph –– 
Nicolas A. van Gelder; my brand new 
debit card with A.N.A van Gelder and so 
forth. None of that any effect. “It doesn’t“It doesn’tIt doesn’t’tt 

help, your first name on the passport is 
Alexander.” I won’t bore you with the” I won’t bore you with the I won’t bore you with the’t bore you with thet bore you with the 
next fifteen minutes of conversation 
that involved her supervisor and the 
supervisor’s supervisor. The coup de’s supervisor. The coup des supervisor. The coup de 
gras was delivered by the original clerk. 
“You see you could be the twin brother.”You see you could be the twin brother.”” 
I said, with eyes wide open, “You’ve“You’veYou’ve’veve 
got to be kidding.” She shook her head” She shook her head She shook her head 
vigorously, “Yes, it has happened.” I“Yes, it has happened.” IYes, it has happened.” I” I I 
responded incredulously, “That sort of“That sort ofThat sort of 
thing only happens in Hollywood. Do you 
realize what the mathematical chances 
of my having an identical twin willing to 
steal my money? Besides, have you ever 
experienced such a situation?” “No, but I” “No, but I “No, but I“No, but INo, but I 
know it does happen. You can’t have the’t have thet have the 
money.” Her supervisor nodded. I gave” Her supervisor nodded. I gave Her supervisor nodded. I gave 
up.

I returned to Gamlingay, waited out 
the 8 hour difference and called Kirsten 
to reissue the moneygram in the name 
of Alexander Nicholas van Gelder. The 
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next morning I caught the bus back to 
Biggleswade and walked into the post 
office. I smiled warmly at the supervisor 
and said, “Do you remember me?” “Oh,“Do you remember me?” “Oh,Do you remember me?” “Oh,” “Oh, “Oh,“Oh,Oh, 
yes,” she said, “have you got the form” she said, “have you got the form she said, “have you got the form“have you got the formhave you got the form 
with you?�� I had filled it out the previous�� I had filled it out the previous I had filled it out the previous 
day. I said, “No, I left it here.” “No we“No, I left it here.” “No weNo, I left it here.” “No we” “No we “No we“No weNo we 
gave it back to you. You’ll have to fill it’ll have to fill itll have to fill it 
out again.” I was relaxed. I took the form” I was relaxed. I took the form I was relaxed. I took the form 
and wrote once more.” She looked at it” She looked at it She looked at it 
and at my passport. Then she said, “All“AllAll 
I need now is something showing that 
you live at 43 Green End.” By the grace” By the grace By the grace 
of the minor gods I had brought with 
me a bill I’d received from a computer’d received from a computerd received from a computer 
shop in Biggleswade. Grudgingly, she 
counted out the money and passed it to 
me. I went immediately to the nearest 
pub and celebrated by having a shandy 
(a mixture of lager and lemonade).  I 
consoled myself with remembering 
that Senator Ted Kennedy, perhaps the 
most recognizable face in America, was 
refused permission to board a flight from 
Boston to Washington D.C. because the 
name Ted Kennedy was on the “watch“watchwatch 
list.” Unlike me, all he had to do was” Unlike me, all he had to do was Unlike me, all he had to do was 
pick up the phone and seconds later 
the cowed and apologetic Homeland 
Security officer hurriedly passed him 
through. Such are the vagaries of life.

So, my dear friends, enough is enough 
for now.

My love to all of you and your 
offspring.

Nicolas

Bassingbourn 
Snowsports Centre

Bi-annual November 
Open Day Event 

Well, as I’d never tried skiing, and nor 
had any of my children, we thought 
we’d give it a go!

On a rather threatening (weather wise) 
Sunday afternoon, we arrived at the dry 
ski slope tucked in behind the barracks 
buildings in Bassingbourn, wearing 
long sleeves, trousers and gloves as 
requested, plus coats to ward off the 
heavy clouds lurking above!

It was heaving with people, and 
surprise, surprise, everywhere we 
turned there was a familiar face 
- Gamlingay was certainly well 
represented whilst we were there!

After all, how often do you get a 
session of professional ski instruction 
for £5 a head?

We gave in our footware and collected 
heavy boots to try on. Then oddly we 
had to remove one and be weighed 
wearing this, and the skis were issued 
to us after adjustments had been made 
to them. Don’t ask me, it involved a 
srewdriver, and I’m not really sure 
what was achieved by this, but I’m sure 
it was very technical!

Next we awaited an instructor to 
become free, and our group or batch of 
novices was escorted onto the bottom 
of the slope, carrying our skis. Putting 
them on was the start, without falling 
over, and then progressing through 
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WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

Over 50’s walks

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Monday 12th January Women as special agent resistance fighters with Hugh Davis.

Monday, 9th February An evening with the author of Gamlingay, James Brown

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome

WI

Tuesday, 20th January Behind Harem walls by Louise Reed

Tuesday, 17th February Life is like that. Chris Winter

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Friday, 16th January A tour of Prague with Les Gibbon

Friday, 23rd January Briatain’s wonderful wildlife with RIchard Revels

Friday, 30th January An evening with Andy Who? Andy Hanson

Friday, 20th February A final roar from a dinosaur Chris Davies

Friday 27th February Off the beaten track John Laws

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.



WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Almshouse Chapel.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
20th January 2009

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 2nd February Copy deadline for March 2009 double edition.

Monday, 2nd March Copy deadline for April

Guild of St Mary

Guitar Group Workshop Meets every Saturday, 9.15am at GVC. For further information call 
Peter 652003.

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Booklinks First Thursday of the month 

Thursday, 8th January 2009 This month only on the second Thursday of the month at 23 The 
Maltings

Gardening Club

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

1st November Church St. Between 2300 & 2359 Renault Clio had the front door hit or kicked causing a large 
dent, and part of the trim was pulled off. 

1/2nd Nov. Stocks Lane Between 1900 & 1546 Door mirror broken off Vauxhall.
8/9th Nov Stocks Lane Between 1600 & 1145 Door mirror broken off Vauxhall 
13/14th Nov Elizabeth Way Between 2100 & 0530 Garage door was forced open and damaged
16/17th Nov Green End Between 1330 & 0018 Vehicle keyed causing damage to paint.
17/18th Nov Avenells Way Between 2200 & 0730 Door mirror broken off Vauxhall
17/20th Nov Long Lane  Between 0800 & 1530 Building damaged - smashed windows and kicked in glass panel 

of front door.
16/20th Nov Waresley Rd. Between 1400 & 1100 Windows stolen and caravan damaged 

Neighbourhood Watch



Did you know that there are some 
wonderful plants for the garden in 
winter that not only flower but have a 
gorgeous fragrance as well? Great for 
warming the spirit on a chill winter’s 
day and perfect for adding a touch of 
year round interest to the garden – why 
just have flowers in the other three 
seasons of the year? Winter flowering 
plants are hard to beat for scent, 
often a sweeter heady fragrance than 
their summer flowering companions, 
and some have the added bonus of 
evergreen foliage, too.

Lonicera fragrantissima
A honeysuckle for the winter that 
produces clusters of fragrant, creamy-
white flowers on bare branches. Prefers 
full sun or partial shade. Plant near the 
house over a well used walkway or 
arch to take advantage of the glorious 
scent. 2m (6ft) x 3m (10ft)

Sarcococca 
Christmas box
A few cut stems brought inside will 
perfume the house with a rich honey 
scent. Glossy dark green leaves and 
tiny white flowers. Prefers a shady site 
and good to plant by the door so that 
the rich perfume wafts into the house 
when visitors call. 1.5m (5ft) x 2m 
(6ft)

Viburnum x bodnantense ‘Dawn’
A really reliable winter flowering shrub 
with lots of charm. Clumps of fragrant 
deep pink flowers appear on bare 
branches from late autumn to early 
spring. Site in full sun or partial shade. 
3m (10ft) x 2m (6ft)

Hamamelis 
Witch hazel
Fantastic spider-like flowers in shades 
from yellow to orange to crimson hues 
appear in late winter. Produces a really 
strong fragrance that will perfume the 
house for days. 4m (12ft) x 4m (12ft)

Mahonia
A lovely evergreen shrub with dramatic 
leaves and masses of sweetly scented 
flower spike from late autumn to early 
winter. Prefers partial shade.  5m (15ft) 
x 4m (12ft)

Chimonanthus
Wintersweet
A good upright, twiggy bush which 
is transformed by a mass of sweetly 
fragrant flowers in various shades of 
yellow. 1.5m (5ft) x 1.2m (4ft)

various similar tasks until the instructor 
felt we were safe enough to try a little 
bit of the slope.

And I only fell over once. And why? 
Because I was chuckling so much I 
folded up and went down in a heap 
after one of my turns pretending to be a 
monkey going down the slope!

It was such fun, and the kids had an 
amazingly good time. They were far 
more flexible than me, of course and 
trusted their skis far more readily than 
I did, but the whole experience was 
hilarious, and I even learnt something!

And no, we’re not hitting the piste any 
time soon. I’ve resisted the temptation 
for 25 plus years so I can wait a little 
longer to land up in a heap of snow 
at the bottom of a slope in a different 
country!

Having a clear out?
Unwanted gifts ...Turn them into cash

at our table top Sale

Saturday 7th March 2009

9.30am to 12.30 pm
WI Hall

£10 to book a table. 

Call Anne Clarke for full details on 01767 651 932

Mind you, my eldest is rather keen to 
give it a more serious try - so at least 
one of us is sorely tempted to have 
another go.

So, if you get a chance to try out 
skiing, give it some thought, you will 
most likely have a lovely time, as we 
certainly all did.

Thank you to all the instructors for 
making the event such a success; and 
the kids enjoyed their snack afterwards 
- although I do have to admit the food 
wasn’t as good as the Gamlingay Scouts 
BBQ. 
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Class in tatters?
by Sally Page 

After 25 years, Upholstery Classes at the Village College have come to an end.
In 1978 when our youngest started school I needed to prove I still had some grey matter after 
12 years at home with the children!  

A friend was enrolling at the Country Centre in Cambridge and asked me to join her on the 
Soft Furnishing and Upholstery Course. With a long standing interest in crafts and sewing this 
seemed a good idea.
I really enjoyed the classes practical skills, art and design and studying the careers of designers 
such as Charles Renee Mackintosh and William Morris.
Four years, reupholstered dining chairs, a chaise longue, lampshades, curtains and many hours 
of study and exams behind us we left the Country Centre with City and Guilds parts 1 and 2 
and a real sense of achievement.

The last thought on my mind was teaching upholstery but Jim Buchanan persuaded me I 
should try and classes have been held ever since.  In the early days Enrolment Evenings at 
the village College were overwhelming with as many as 1000 people queuing to join one of 
the wide variety of classes – crafts, languages, painting, keep fit, there was something for 
everyone.
Looking back there have been some amazing pieces of furniture transformed in class and 
until they are stripped down you cannot be sure what you are faced with!  We have had a tiny 
child’s armchair made out of crates, wonky old chairs held together by the old upholstery and 
beautiful period dining and buttoned armchairs given a new lease of life to the delight of their 
owners who should be proud of their achievements.
Many of us have to thank Ken Brown of Abbotsley for restoring chair frames for us to re-
upholster.
Over the years as government funding was gradually withdrawn and costs rose fewer classes 
were available. For about eight years now Upholstery has been the only Community Education 
Class running on Thursday evenings alongside the Lace Making club accompanied by Guitar 
club and sometimes a keep fit class.
It has been a great experience for me and I hope all the ‘learners’ (as students are now called) 
have enjoyed their Upholstering as much as I have enjoyed teaching them.  There have been 
many over the years and I would like to thank them all for their support and loyalty.  My 
thanks must go too to head teachers past and present, Anne and Carol in the office and the art 
teacher whose classroom we used each week – needing to clear up our tacks and horsehair 
before we left. A big thank you to Vic Cook for his practical help and especially in the years 
there have been no other staff on site on dark winter evenings.
It was a sad day for me when the manager told me not enough people had enrolled this session. 
My Class at Bassingbourn is ongoing I am pleased to say.

If any former members of the class would like to attend I will run a day-school after Easter as 
in previous years if possible.



Parish Council 
– Budget 09/10 and 

Funding requests from 
local organisations 

(Section 137)
The Parish council has been considering 
its budget for 2009-10 since 
November and working through 
a number of revisions.  Some 
of this budget is funded from 
reserves, rental income from 
community buildings, allotments 
and recreation grounds and  

burial fees, but the bulk of the  
money comes by precept (a 
mandatory demand) issued on 
South Cambs District Council.  
A portion of the council tax you 
pay every year goes towards 
paying this precept.
If you have any views on where 

the council should, or shouldn’t 
be spending its money this year 
please do let us know – your 
Parish Councillors are here to 
represent your views.
Every year the Parish Council 

receives requests and makes 
donations to organisations whose 
activities are in the interests of 
and/or bring direct benefit to 

the parish or all or some of its 
inhabitants.
In the past Care Club, Gamlingay 
Summer School, Mucky Pups, 
MAGPAS, Victim Support, 
NCT, St Mary’s Church, the 
Baptist Chapel, Mothers and 
Toddlers, Forward Gamlingay 
and the Scouts, among others, 
have received grants from this 
fund, ranging from around £50 to 
£2000.
The Parish Council consider 

requests for donations twice 
yearly at meetings in October 
and February.  All requests must 
be in writing and accompanied 
by a copy of the latest accounts. 
Please write to the Clerks by 
the 1st Friday of October or 
February.  If you require any 
further information please get in 
touch.  Thank you.
Don’t forget – next round of 

applications will be considered 
on February 5th 2009.

Summary of meeting of 
Gamlingay Parish Council 11th 
November 2008 –full minutes, 
once approved, are available to 
view at the Parish Council office 
or on the new website www.
gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
Station Road site (proposed 
development)
During the public forum, Mr N Wright 
spoke of his intention to submit a 
planning application for residential 
development on the Wales site at 
some time in the future and explained 
that the submission of the planning 
application for the Station Rd site has 
made him review his timescale for 
this.  He asked for the Parish Council 
to delay determination on the Station 
Road site so the two developments 
could be considered together.  Chairman 
responded that planning constraints 
mean that the council can only consider 
the application already submitted, but 
would be happy to continue dialogue 
with Mr Wright at the appropriate time.  
A public meeting on the Station Rd site 
had been held on the 3rd Nov.
Community Halls – WI hall-new regular 
Saturday booking noted.  
Village maintenance/Highways issues
Cemetery – No further grass cutting 
or path edging required.  Gate to the 
playground needs to be made higher and 
locked, and notices fixed to the fence to 
deter climbing.  Weeding around newly 
planted hedge required.  Graves are still 
not being lined up – undertakers to be 
reminded of this and to remove excess 
soil.  3 year contract with current grass 
cutting contractors agreed in principle
Other
Forward Gamlingay! – Great success 
of Battle of the Bands, 400 people 
attended.  Skate park – suppliers have 
agreed to supply the original design 
at a reduced cost.  Issue of insurance 
cover still to be resolved –quotation 
being sought.  Resolved to agree to the 
skate park being installed subject to 
satisfactory resolution of the insurance 
issue and agreement on appropriate 

boundary treatment.  
Multi use games area – resolved to 
contact head of GVC to arrange meeting 
to discuss progress as soon as possible.
Resolved to agree that the Policy and 
Resources committee can authorise 
expenditure up to 2% of precept.
Resolved to transfer income of £2000 
from interest earned, to the budget 
category Section 137, to be distributed 
to applicants in February. 

To contact your local parish councillor 
please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/
Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John 
Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, 
Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@
lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ljarvisgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
bbushgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk 

by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner



News from 
The Lodge 

nature reserve
by Peter Bradley

The Lodge in winter is almost 
at its best. On sunny, frosty 
mornings, the bracken glows 
a deep copper orange, and the 
leafless trees reveal darting 
flocks of mistle thrush and 
redwing, looking for those 
tempting, tasty berries. You may 
even see one of the colourful 
waxwings that have been on site 
for the last month. It’s a great 
time to see the small birds, too, 
as they dart among the bare 
branches, searching for tit bits. 
But do you know how to name 
those trees? 
This time of year is an 

opportunity to take a good look 
at our native broadleaves, and 
spot the differences: the texture 
and colour of their bark, the 
size and appearance of tightly 
coiled buds that will carry 
2009’s flower and leaf. We 
are planting hundreds more in 
January, tree saplings that come 
from other ancient woodlands in 
Bedfordshire. We would like the 
woods here at The Lodge to be 
great for wildlife, and that means 
using native species that support 
plenty of insect life, as these in 
turn provide the best resources 
for birds. With help from local 
people, we have planted about 
three thousand trees on the 
reserve over the last few years 
– a real investment in our future. 
Will you be joining us for 
our Big Garden Birdwatch 
celebrations this year? It’s a 
great opportunity to put aside the 
spring cleaning, make yourself 
a mug of tea, and sit by your 
window for an hour of peace, 
and record what birds you have 

in your garden. If you need a bit 
of help with bird identification, 
there are walks on the reserve to 
help you get up to speed, but its 
not that hard, really! There are 
details of what to do to join in on 
our website www.rspb.org.uk 
The reserve is open every 

day of the week, from dawn to 
dusk, and there are plenty of 
organised events: just ring our 
shop to book. Entry is included 
in the car-parking fee - £4 a car 
for non-members, free if you 
are members or just visiting 
the shop. The shop is open 
every day, and our sale is on 
throughout January. Tel. 01767 
680541.
 
Some events over the next few 

weeks:
New Year Wildlife Walk, 

Saturday 3 January, 2-4pm. An 
exploration of hidden parts of 
the reserve.
Sow a sapling, Saturday 10 

January, 10am to 1pm. Help us 
plant some trees. Wrap up warm 
and bring a spade! FREE event. 
Big Garden Birdwatch ID tips, 
Sunday 18 & Wed 21 January, 
10am-12 noon. A walk to share 
tips on bird identification, before 
BGBW weekend.
Know who your buds are, 
Sunday 8 February, 10.30am 
– 12.30pm. Tree identification 
from buds and bark.
Make a nestbox, Sunday 15 
January, 2-4 pm. Family event 
– come and make a nestbox for 
your garden. 



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Maureen 651476
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirstin 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Ian 

Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 

Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Various venues
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E 
mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Secretary: Jane 

Brown
650 208

Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk





GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meets in the Library at the 
Village College

7.30pm on the second 
Monday of each month

January 12th
Women as special agent 

resistance fighters with Hugh 
Davis.

February 9th
An evening with the Author of 
‘Gamlingay’, James Brown.


