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SKATE ON!
Gamlingay opens its Skate Park

Skateboarders and BMX riders in Gamlingay celebrated the opening 
of their very own Skate Park on Saturday 14th February – the first 
ever to be built in the village.

After 3 years of fundraising efforts by the people of Gamlingay and 
village charity Forward Gamlingay!, the Skate Park was officially 
opened  at 2pm on a fine, sunny day, with skateboarders, bikers and 
their families and friends in attendance.  Cutting the ribbon was 
young skater Oliver Calvert, whose family have worked hard to raise 
money for the Skate Park fund, accompanied by representatives from 
South Cambs District Council; Gamlingay Parish Council; and local 
businesses who have donated money.

Letter
Dear Editor,
I am sure I speak for many 
others, too, in wishing to express 
appreciation for the tremendous 
work done by those responsible 
for getting the EcoHub underway, 
and for the new skate park. 
I have in the past been involved 
in organising and running village 
projects and am very aware 
of  the time and energy needed, 
and of what a thankless task it 
can often be. Therefore I say 
‘thanks’ to all of you -  and feel 
I must thank Bridget Smith in 
particular. 
It is easy to moan and criticise, it 
is easy to give up, it is easy to be 
cynical. It is not easy to dedicate 
your precious time and effort 
over a long time period, when 
there are other more pleasing 
ways to spend it, to  inspire 
others, to keep going despite the 
obstacles. 

Well done all. 
 

Christine Titmus 
2 Stocks Lane

Christian Aid Week 10th to 
16th May 2009

Please keep your loose 
change ready for the annual 
collection

Yellow pages
can now be recycled 

via the green box
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The Carbon

TSAR
Hi, let me introduce myself, I am the 
‘Carbon Champion’ for Gamlingay, 
but you can call me the Carbon Tsar, 
‘Tsar’ for short. My job is to advise 
the people of Gamlingay in how to 
reduce their carbon emissions, carbon 
footprint in the trendy jargon. 

As you all know man made emissions 
of carbon dioxide (CO2) are a danger 
to the current climate of earth. In most 
cases CO2 emissions = energy from so-
called fossil fuels such as coal, oil or 
gas or electricity generated with them. 
Usually reducing pollution saves money. 
Whatever economists may say about 
the cost of beating global warning, 
YOU are PAYING to POLLUTE. I will 
have a page in the Gazette every month 
and on the Parish Council website. 
Every month I will try to provide the 
following, space permitting: -

•	 Some facts and figures.
•	An example of something I have 

done to save CO2 and money.
•	Answers to questions submitted to 

the Tsar.
•	Comments from readers.
•	Useful links and contact details

The benefits of cutting CO2, 
environmental and financial, can be 
fiendishly difficult to calculate. I make 
no claim to exact science, more ‘back of 
the envelope’ stuff. However I will take 
into account as many factors as I can or 
use reliable sources. Many issues I will 
cover may be a little controversial. All 
I can promise is that I will do my best 
to limit myself to saying things I can 
justify if pushed. 

Some figures, how much CO2 can you 
save per year in different ways?

•	Reducing your thermostat by 1°C 
saves 300kg 

•	Driving a 'top of the range'  prestige 
estate car instead of a ‘4 x 4’ saves 
about 1,500 kg

•	 Putting your bottles and cans in the 
green  recycling boxes saves about 
125 kg 

•	 Insulating your loft saves about 

1000 kg 

•	 Putting rubbish in the green 
compost wheelie bin saves no CO2  
(but is still a good idea)

All figures estimates and depend on 
your home temperature, etc. 

Case-Study
In the tradition of ‘Leadership by 
Example’ each month I will give an 
example of something I have done 
myself and how much energy (= money) 
I have saved. This month - low energy 
light bulbs.

I replaced 14 bulbs in my house with 
low energy bulbs. This cost £42 but 
saves 660kWh of energy per year. 
This saves me £66 pounds a year 
off my electricity bill so I’m off to 
celebrate with a few beers (Greene King 
obviously).

Note - Dangers of low energy bulbs

We have all heard or read the stories 
in the media about the dangers of low 
energy light bulbs but what is the truth? 
Perversely they are said to be dangerous 
to people with poor eyesight because 
they are gloomy and also dangerous to 
people who have raised sensitivity to 
light. They are also said to be dangerous 
to people sensitive to flickering lights. 
The facts as I have been able to find out 
are as follows: -

Fact 1. Many current low energy 
bulbs do give out more UV light than 
conventional bulbs. Key word is UV 
(= Ultra Violet, higher energy but 
invisible).
If you have a medical condition such 
that you are unusually sensitive to UV 
light then many current low energy light 
bulbs will not be for you. However there 
is continual progress in the technology 
of low energy light bulbs so please stick 
with those inflated electricity bills a 
little longer. Anyone who can go into 
sunlight for any length of time will have 
no problem.

Fact 2. Low energy bulbs do have a 
slight ‘flicker’ that is not present in 
conventional bulbs.
This may impact on those who have 
a sensitivity to flickering lights such 
as already occur with TV sets and 
fluorescent tube lights. It’s getting 
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven 
Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

Dear Readers,
The season of Easter usually occurs 

when Spring begins to flourish all round 
(at least in this part of the world). Easter, 
like Spring, is a time that is rich in signs 
and symbols. Many of these signs are a 
fusion between pre-Christian spring-time 
festivals and the celebration of Easter. 
There are a rich variety of signs and 
symbols in a church building: holy water symbolising baptism, candles, bread and wine, the cross. Like hot cross buns, some of 
those symbols we have all year round because in the church we remember Christ constantly, certainly every Sunday, for every 
Eucharist is a little Easter. 

Perhaps the most telling sign is the one that’s most difficult to depict: the empty tomb, the absence of death. That absence, like 
the absence of the corpse, is ambivalent. It embraces both confusion and hope. Nothingness rests where death once lay. In that 
nothingness we feel the work of God; we don’t see God, or touch God, it’s more like a whiff of where God has been.

We may feel cynical about the signs of Easter in the commercial world, but it’s a world we are a part of. Society may deal with 
Easter in a way that perhaps misses the point, but nature with its signs of spring, with its promise of growth, of light, offers a tas-
te, sight and smell of resurrection.  Nature’s changes, its swings from hot to cold, from dark to light, and everything in between, 
is an indication of how God’s creation is unpredictable. 

What greater example is there than the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. At St Mary’s we will be showing the story of 
the final few days of Christ’s life as dramatised by the BBC. Throughout Holy Week at 6.30pm we will show an extract of the 
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Service for the Benefice of Gamlingay and Everton 
April 2009
Sunday 5 Palm Sunday 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday G
6pm Evensong E

Holy Week
Monday 6th 6.30pm The Passion shown on DVD G

7.30pm Reflective service G
Tuesday 7th 6.30pm The Passion DVD G

7.30pm Taizé service G
Wednesday 8th 6.30pm The Passion DVD G

7.30pm Reflective Service G

9th Maundy Thursday
6.30pm
7.30pm

Quiet Supper (church hall)
Service in church G

10th Good Friday 12noon Holy Communion E

2pm Holy Communion G
3.15pm The Passion DVD G

11th Easter Saturday 11pm Easter Eve Vigil G
Sunday 12th Easter Day 9.30am Parish Eucharist G

11am Easter Day Service E
11am Easter Day Service H

Sunday 19th Easter 2 8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

Sunday 26th Easter 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the first Sunday of each month

(note change to above)

Weekday meetings
(venue as announced)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’

Alpha Sunday 6.00pm

Easter Services 
9th April - Maundy Thursday 

Communion - 7:30 pm.
 

12th April - Easter Sunday 
Celebration - 10:45 am. 

Easter Songs of Praise - 6:30 pm. 

Dear Friends,

A couple of years ago, one of the big supermarket chains made a bit of a gaff, in 
advertising its Easter Eggs it announced that eggs are given at Easter to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. They got it wrong!

Eggs have been associated with Easter from the early Christian centuries, when 
Christians gave simple painted birds eggs to one another – later our own King 
Edward I had 450 eggs covered in gold leaf to give out at Court in 1290, but perhaps 
most ostentatious of all, the Russian Imperial Family gave each other the most ama-
zing bejewelled Faberge eggs. 

An egg is something that looks like a stone – like the stone that was rolled over the 
entrance to the tomb, in which Jesus’ dead body was buried after His horrific death 
on the Cross on Good Friday. Yet appearances are deceptive, because an egg is the 
cradle of life for so many creatures – It is a fascinating thing to watch a chick burst 
from its shell. 

Death is the one big taboo in this post-modern age – the one thing people avoid 
talking about, yet 2000 years ago, that grave in Jerusalem, something made to dis-
pose of decomposing human remains, saw death defeated once and for all. Over 600 
people saw the risen Jesus Christ over the following 40 days and since then millions 
of people have put their faith in Him experiencing the reality of His resurrection.

Today, around a third of the world’s population experience a personal relationship 
with the risen Christ – not just vague belief, but real relationship.

When we give eggs at Easter, we celebrate the fact that for those who have put their 
faith in Jesus Christ, death is powerless. Easter can be for us a celebration of life.

Happy Easter!

James.

continued from page �

BBC drama The Passion and then gather in church for a short reflective service. 
Christ’s Passion story moves us through the jubilant hopefulness of the entry into 
Jerusalem through to the terror of the crucifixion and then to an empty tomb. It’s a 
strangely wonderful climax that is not, in fact, an ending. The credits don’t start to roll 
once the Gospels are finished. What happens next is up to us. 

Revd Steven Rothwell



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and County 

Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

Replacing your flat roof? 
Don’t fall flat on your face!
When replacing or repairing your flat roof, make sure you don’t use a contractor 
who is either unaware or unprepared to meet the recently revised Part L of the 
Building Regulations or you could fall foul of the law, have to replace the non- 
compliant work and be left with a hefty bill.
It is really important to ensure that all work to your home complies with the 
Building Regulations as the penalties for failing to do so include substantial fines 
– and the responsibility ultimately rests with the person ordering the work.
Why the changes?  Home energy use is responsible for 27 per cent of UK carbon 
dioxide emissions, which contribute to climate change.  The Government has 
introduced requirements intended to make buildings more energy efficient by 
reducing C02 emissions by 2010.  Most of this reduction will have to come from 
improvements to existing homes and now includes the replacement of flat roofs 
under ‘Renovation of Thermal Elements’.
When work is carried out to your property, opportunities often arise for efficiency 
improvements at little extra cost.  Which is why it makes good sense to choose a 
product such as RubberBond EPDM FleeceBack to replace, and not repair, your flat 
roof.  During the replacement, Whitehall complies with the new building regulations 
by including the relevant upgrade to insulation levels required by the Government 
and makes all the necessary arrangements with local councils so that home owners 
have the correct documentation. Please note that without this documentation you 
may face difficulties refinancing or selling your property.
 Add to that the fact that Whitehall is an Independent Approved Contractor who has 
passed full installation training and you can rest easy knowing that the work is in 
safe hands from start to finish.
The Consumer Protection Association also approves Whitehall so you get immediate 
peace of mind knowing that your installation is completely guaranteed.
For friendly, knowledgeable advice, call Whitehall on 01638 507730 or visit www.
whitehallflatroofing.co.uk

advertising feature

If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact us 
– Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 
or cllr.kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or 
write to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, 
SG19 3JA and Bridget Smith on 
650510 or at bridget@glockling.com. 

Development in Gamlingay

Last month’s Gazette contained an 
anonymous report of the proceedings 
at South Cambs Planning Committee 
that agreed the Station Road planning 
application. It was almost entirely 
fictional. 

In the end we both supported the 
application along with all the other 
Councillors bar one and in agreement 
with the Planning Director’s 

recommendation. We did so because 
the application delivers many of 
the ambitions of the residents of the 
Parish identified in the Parish Plan that 
otherwise would take many years to 
come to fruition – if at all. 

Residents may be interested to know 
these include a contribution towards 
improving education facilities and bus 
stops in Gamlingay of £243,000; the 
provision of 40% affordable housing 
which will be for local people only, a 
sum towards the maintenance of public 
open space; the transfer of up to 4 acres 
of land in Dutter End for allotment 
use, the transfer of freehold ownership 
of land at St Mary’s Field for a new 
Cemetery (including the land fronting 
Station Road), the transfer of the 
freehold ownership of the Millbridge 
Brook recreation land to the Parish and 
the creation of three new permissible 
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footpath routes around the Parish. 

In addition there will be a payment 
in respect of the establishment of 
the cemetery/recreation area on St 
Mary’s Field, towards establishing the 
allotments and the Millbridge Brook 
recreation area; a sum towards the Phase 
3 community centre improvements, a 
sum towards the youth pavilion, a sum 
towards street lighting improvements 
and a sum towards assisting parking 
improvements in Church Street. There 
will also be a new combined cycle/
footway along the southern side of 
Station Rd to the Village College and 
speed/traffic management measures 
along the road. 

On top of this there will be mixed 
employment provision at the site and 
indeed KMG has already obtained 
consent to extend its factory area which 
will deliver further jobs for local people.  
The land had planning permission for 
15 years without anything happening to 
it and it is within the village framework. 
Sometimes Councillors do have to make 
difficult decisions and this was one of 
them. But ultimately the community 
benefits outweigh the disadvantages of 
this site by some considerable degree. 

In other planning matters the application 
for 140 houses at Green End has been 
withdrawn by the applicants as South 
Cambs officers were preparing a refusal 
– and we assume it will be resubmitted 
in due course. 

Council Tax

Cambridgeshire County Council has 
now agreed its share of your Council 
Tax will increase by 3.9% and South 
Cambs has agreed an increase of 
4.5%. This last figure is part of a very 
high risk strategy that may lead to the 
Council being capped again. In order to 
prevent this and to try and help people 
who are finding things difficult we 
proposed an increase of 2.45% only. 
This would have meant a number of 
grants going to business organisations 
like the Chamber of Commerce would 
not take place - we think cash raised 
from you should be spent on you and 
not used to assist business no matter 
how worthy. It’s also a scandal that 
both the County and the District are 
increasing their reserves – money from 
you kept for a “rainy day”. We’ve seen 
a massive increase in – for example 

– homelessness applications and new 
benefits claims so that “rainy day” is 
here! 

Housing Futures Stock Transfer  

At a time of deep financial uncertainty, 
the District Council has rejected calls 
to postpone the housing stock transfer 
process for a year - citing the fact that 
they have already spent upwards of 
three-quarters of a million pounds on 
the consultation stage, and do not want 
to see that money having gone to waste. 

A 117 page ‘Offer Document’, the 
legal document to be offered to 
tenants in conjunction with the vote 
on transfer, was pushed through 
January’s Full Council meeting by the 
administration. The offer to transfer 
encompasses numerous sums of money 
attached to a whole variety of promised 
services, but no clear idea of what those 
sums will actually buy.  

The Offer Document makes no 
reference to the current economic 
recession and fails to explain financial 
risks that one would expect to have been 
made clear; starting with complexities 
of the massive loan to the new housing 
association upon which the project 
would be predicated. The administration 
also brushed aside any notion that 
the lavish promises encompassed in 
the Offer Document could cripple the 
District Council itself.  We believe that 
responsibility to all residents and the 
prospective impact on essential services 
must be properly evaluated. 

Council tenants have been invited to 
a series of drop-in sessions around 
the district, each with a ‘Prize Draw’ 
offering such goodies as free televisions 
and mountain bikes.  Let’s not forget 
that this is the most serious decision the 
Council will make in many years.  If the 
Council persuades tenants to vote ‘yes’ 
without all the information they need, 
there will be no option to change minds 
later on.

Potholes

The recent bad weather has highlighted 
the considerable drawback in not 
keeping up with road and footway 
maintenance by the County Council 
with a serious number of quite large 
and dangerous cracks/potholes/splits 
appearing in every Parish. However, the 
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County has now set up a Pot Hole Task 
Force which will do emergency work on 
very dangerous items – you can call the 
Hotline on 0345 045 5212 to alert them 
to issues in your neighbourhood.

Gamlingay Police Panel

The Police Neighbourhood Panel will 
meet at the Village College on April 
22nd – 7 for 7.30 start. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and participate. We 
will be pressing for more of the Police 
Operations similar to the one on January 
30th. The Police ran a roadside check 
on the A1198 at Arrington for most of 
the day with many officers and ended up 
prosecuting 111 drivers. 5 vehicles were 
seized, 2 people arrested for outstanding 
offences, 31 drivers got 3 points and a 
fine for not wearing a seatbelt and 26 
drivers got 3 points and a fine for being 
on the phone. Amazingly only 3 drivers 
were caught speeding. 

NATS

The National Air Traffic Services 
consultation that proposed putting an 
aircraft stack above Gamlingay and the 
Hatleys has moved on.. An outpouring 
of protest at the plans has meant that 
NATS is going to undertake further 
consultation later this year and this time 
will give us options to consider rather 
than presenting us with just one. We 
think this is a great example of people 
power although we are at the same time 
a bit nervous of the proposed options 
which we suppose could be worse for us 
not better. 

Cereal 2009

Do you remember the snarled up traffic 
around Croydon, Longstowe and so 
on several years ago when there was 
a major exhibition at Wendy? Well 
the organisers took on board all our 
complaints and this year Cereals 2009 – 
which will be held at Vine Farm, Flecks 
Lane, Shingay Cum Wendy on June 
10/11 - has a traffic management plan. 
However, with such a huge number of 
vehicles on the roads we suspect there 
may well be continuing disruption. 

Planning Advice

SCDC has set up a new service whereby 
a planning duty officer will be available 
either on the phone or in person at 
Cambourne to give expert advice and 

answer general planning queries from 
9am to 5pm.  Phone 01954 713155

Sustainability and the Environment

We attended a very interesting 
presentation recently about the 
Sustainable Parish Energy Programme. 
After frightening the audience with the 
implications for all of us of climate 
change as currently predicted we 
moved on to how to do something 
about it. In South Cambs every one 
of us contributes an average of 10.2 
tons of CO2 every year – a very high 
amount. So this programme has been 
designed to show how doing very 
simple things – switching off, lagging 
roofs, etc – can impact on the rate of 
climate change – but down to a street 
by street level. So from now Gamlingay 
is to have a Carbon Tsar who will be 
writing a monthly page for inclusion in 
the Gazette and on the Parish Council 
website.  This will be full of information 
about how we can reduce our carbon 
footprints and the amount of money we 
spend on fuel of one sort and another.  

Sharps Bins

Do you use syringes or injecting pens 
and do you dispose of your needles in 
a sharps bin? If so SCDC will collect 
and dispose of your full sharps bins.  
Phone Darren Hughes on 01954 713496 
to arrange regular collections.  If you 
are not using a sharps bin, please do, 
as medical sharps pose a serious health 
threat to our refuse collectors.  Your 
hospital department should provide 
you with free bins but if you are having 
trouble in obtaining one please let 
Bridget know.

Grants

There is £30 000 left in the Grassroots 
Funding pot for small charitable 
organisations and this needs to be 
allocated by the end of March.  This 
money can go to small community 
groups tackling disadvantage.  Grants 
are between £500 and £5000.  See  
www.camsbscf.org.uk 

Crossroads

CrossRoads, the specialist organisation 
supporting people who care for relatives 
or friends in their own homes has 
amalgamated with Fenland Crossroads 
to form Crossroads West Anglia. It 
now supports people in South and East 

Cambridgeshire, Fenland, Huntingdon 
and Peterborough.  It has just 
received an excellent report from the 
Commission for Social Care Inspection 
and I would encourage any carers to 
make contact with them. 

Citizens Advice Bureau

Citizens Advice Bureau offers advice 
and support to people in debt. There 
are bureaus in both Biggleswade and 
St Neots. The CAB can help people 
in debt by checking they are receiving 
all the benefits they are entitled to and 
maximizing income, helping produce an 
income and expenditure sheet, helping 
to contact creditors to try to freeze 
the interest and to produce a binding 
Common Financial Statement to pay 
off the debts or to make other debt 
arrangements depending on a persons 
circumstances. People should bring with 
them details of their income and benefits 
with proof, full details of their debts etc. 
Follow up interviews will probably be 
needed to get a full picture and make 
the most appropriate arrangements.
 
Biggleswade CAB, Century House, 
Market Square, Biggleswade 
operates an appointment system Mon 
– Fri 10.30am – 2.30pm but tries to 
accommodate drop in emergencies. Tel 
01767 601368 for appointment. For 
advice ring 08444771600
 
St Neots CAB, 28 New Street, St 
Neots is open 10am -1pm Monday to 
Thursday on a first come first served 
drop in basis, appointments and 
telephone service 1- 4pm Mon, Tues 
and Thurs. Tel 01480 388905 Citizen 
Advice Bureau can also offer advice on 
employment and redundancy, benefits, 
housing, relationships and consumer 
problems. 

continued on page �

Cooking a 
special meal? 

Salmon and goats cheese 
tart with fresh spring leaf salad followed 
by homemade lemon cheesecake, or 
how about teriyaki chicken with sweet 
and sour noodles followed by chocolate 
mousse? These are all recipes that can 
be found amongst the cookery books at 
Gamlingay Library.
Planting new flowerbeds or hanging 
baskets ready for summer? Gardening 
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Saturday 6th June 
2009

As part of the celebration of Ely 
Diocese 900 years we will be holding 
a traditional village fete with themes 
covering the last 900 years. 

There will be more information in the 
Gazette over the next few months—
watch this space!

If you (or your group/organisation/
club) would like to be involved 
please have a chat with the Rector or 
a Churchwarden or you can phone 
651332 and speak to Phil

continued from page �

books borrowed from your local library 
could provide some fresh ideas and 
might even inspire you to redesign your 
garden!
Relaxing at the end of a hard day’s 
work? Instead of sitting in front of the 
same old TV programmes, give your 
mind a break with a great fiction book 
to catch your imagination. 
While you’re choosing a book for 
yourself why not pick up some books 
for the children? We have hundreds of 
lovely young children’s story books and 
lots of gripping reads for older children. 
Saving money? There’s a great way to 
reduce your spending on books…visit 
Gamlingay Library! All those fiction 
books you pick up at the supermarket 
could be available from Cambridgeshire 
Library service. Gamlingay Library 
stocks many best selling authors 
including top ten books, has over 2500 
books in stock, receives 100 new books 
per month and if that does not provide 
enough choice then there are thousands 
of fiction and non-fiction books 
available to order which you can collect 
in Gamlingay.
Your village library is staffed by 
friendly and helpful volunteers – come 
in and meet us!

GAMLINGAY LIBRARY 
OPENING HOURS:

TUESDAY    4pm – 8pm
THURSDAY 5pm – 7pm
SATURDAY 10.30 – 12.30

RENEWALS may be made by 
telephone on 0845 045 5225 or online 
at http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
leisure/libraries/
If you would like to join Gamlingay 
Library simply bring along two forms 
of ID  (driving licence, passport, utility 
bill, bank statement, etc. Under 16’s 
must be accompanied by a responsible 
adult) and you can become a member 
of Cambridgeshire Libraries completely 
FREE! 

outside my field but for what it’s worth 
it seems that as yet there is no scientific 
evidence of a problem here. However 
the fears of those already sensitive to 
flickering lights are very reasonable and 
do need to be taken seriously.   

Fact 3. Low energy light bulbs do give 
a light that many people find ‘gloomy’, 
me included.
If you have poor eyesight you may 
find that low energy bulbs don’t do it 
for you because their light is different 
to conventional bulbs. They also have 
a diffusing surface like ‘pearl’ bulbs. 
The result is that for many of us a low 
energy light that is claimed to replace 
a 100W conventional light might 
just replace a 60W. There is also the 
problem of the few seconds delay in a 
low energy bulb starting. All I can say is 
that these bulbs are fine for me. 

One other thing, the EU directive 
behind the demise of conventional bulbs 
allows their continued manufacture 
and supply to those who have genuine 
problems with current low energy types. 
The press often seem to leave this out.

Urban Myth – ‘it is better to leave 
your heating on when you are out of 
the house to reduce the energy needed 
to warm it up from cold’.

Sorry, it’s not like that. 

The energy used by the hour 
depends ultimately on the difference 
in temperature between indoors and 
outside. This means that the energy (= 
money) used in keeping the house warm 
will always be more than that used to 
warm it up from cold again. It is better 
to let the house cool down while you 
are not there (but not cool enough to 
freeze your pipes, obviously). If this 
seems odd consider this. Would you 
save energy by leaving your cooker on 
low heat 24 hours a day? Of course not, 
it would generate more pollution and 
would be a complete waste of money. 
Only an AGA owner would do this.

Contact the Tsar via the Parish Council. 
Write to The Parish Council at The 
Almshouse Chapel, Church Street, 
Gamlingay, Sandy, Beds. SG19 3JH or 
e-mail clerk@gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

GAMLINGAY CARE 
CLUB

Are pleased to announce that 
they are up and running with a 
new Management Committee and 
welcome new children to their out-of-
school Care Club.
The Care Club is an ideal safe and 
secure venue for children from 
reception age to 13 years during out-
of-school hours. All children can join 
and is especially ideal for children of 
parents in full time employment.
The ‘Holiday Club’ held during 
the School Half Term was a great 
success and all of the children who 
attended thoroughly enjoyed the 
activities provided. These included 
puppet making, sweet making, T-shirt 
decorating and many more craft and 
creative activities.  Special thanks 
to Woodview Farm Shop for their 
generous donation of a selection of 
fresh fruit.
It is hoped to include in future ‘Holiday 
Clubs’ special events of a creative, 
artistic, or educational nature presented 
by qualified personal.  Make a note, the 
next ‘Holiday Club’ is during the Easter 
Half Term 6th, 7th and 8th April and a 
one off on Teachers Training Day 20th 
April.  Look out for poster and press 

continued from page 2



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of Gamlingay Parish Council meeting 10th Feb 2009 and Policy and Resources Committee meeting 24th Feb 2009 –full 
minutes, once approved, are available to view at the Parish Council office or on the new website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Items discussed;-
Resignation of Councillor Len Jarvis – This was accepted and a formal vote of thanks agreed.  Chair has written to Cllr Jarvis 
to state that he cannot think of anyone who has given more time/energy and his own resources to benefit the community.  Hopes 
were expressed that Cllr Jarvis will still be able to offer technical advice to the council in the future.
Co – option of Councillor Ian Simpson – all in favour.
Planning applications-
Green End – Parish Council planning committee recommend refusal on grounds of “unacceptable levels of traffic generation/
safety for pedestrians from the site through the centre of the village, loss of over 100 jobs for local people of Gamlingay, scale of 
the development, loss of services”. (This application has since been withdrawn by the applicant.)
Station Rd – has been approved by SCDC.  Solicitor to deal with ongoing matter of community benefits.
Community Halls – WI hall/Methodist Chapel-New caretaker role agreed, funded from existing budget.
Community Centre – Architect to attend March meeting to give presentation.  Lottery application for £50K towards sustainable 
energy being submitted shortly. Awaiting response to application for funding from Greensand Ridge Local Action Group. 
Village maintenance/Highways issues
Salt bins – agreed to install one outside the Almshouse Chapel on Church St and to ensure that the one outside the Post Office is 
filled.  Responsibility for distributing salt lies with parishioners.
Dog poo – agreed to look at possibility of running a poster competition to raise public awareness of the problem.
Butts playground – equipment now repaired under guarantee.
Churchyards – stone pressure testing is to be delayed indefinitely following discussion on current information about need.
Agreed to support the Fire-fighters charity by allowing the installation of a textiles bank in the Community centre car park.
Other
Guide leaders attended the public session to discuss their storage container on the recreation field.  Chair advised that the Parish 
council will work with the Guides to find a suitable alternative by Sept 09.
Forward Gamlingay! – Application made to Tesco for £3K for Youth Cafe.  Skate park being well used.
Precept request for £130 000 now submitted to SCDC.
S137 Requests
Grants made to Rainbow Pre- School, Village College playscheme and Green Acres Residents Association.  Excess budget to be 
carried forward to new financial year.

To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) at The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk

Appeal 



During  the night of  Friday 20th Feb 
a mobility scooter was stolen from 
outside the sheltered accommodation 
on Avenalls Way. This is despicable 
enough but the perpetrators then 
abandoned it, damaged beyond repair 
near Elizabeth Way on Sunday.  The 
dashboard had been smashed and the 
wiring messed with to get it going.

The lady who relied on this scooter to 
get about is unable to afford to replace 
it, so a prank which the offenders 
presumably thought was “funny” for 
a few hours has caused enormous and 
ongoing distress and inconvenience to 
one of our more elderly parishioners.

If anybody knows anything about this 
incident – please report it to the police 
on 0845 456 4564 or report it at the 
Parish council office 650310.   

It’s busy time in the garden now 
so the ‘to-do’ list at the end 

of the article is a bit longer than normal 
this month! It’s worth allocating a bit of 
time each week to get on top of weeding 
and planting, especially, as it can be 
hard to make up time later on when 
everything is happening at once. 
Bedding plants are now in garden 
centres but do be careful as frosts can 
still happen until May. I think it makes 
sense to buy your bedding plants now 
as you’ll get a better choice, but only 
purchase if you can keep plants in a 
frost free place for a few weeks, like 
a greenhouse, conservatory or another 
light room inside. You can get ahead 
with hanging baskets by planting these 
up now and hang up inside until its safe 
to put them outside.
Don’t forget to take time out and 

enjoy a bit of garden visiting as this 
is a great opportunity for inspiration 
and ideas. Cambridge has some of its 
college gardens open this month for the 
NGS; check out their ‘Yellow Book’ 
or website at www.ngs.org.uk for full 
address details and admission charges:
Trinity Hall’s Wychfield House is open 

on Sunday, 5th April, 11.30am-3.30pm. 
The garden has majestic trees, borders 
with spring bulbs and flowers and some 
new beds.

Trinity College Fellow’s Garden is 
open on Sunday 12th April, 2-5pm. This 
eight acre garden was laid out in the 
1870s and has lots of colour and spring 
interest.
Churchill College is open on Sunday, 

19th April, 2-5pm. 20 great white 
cherry trees, Prunus ‘Tai Haku’ should 
just be coming into flower whilst a 
new parterre has herbaceous flowers 
coming into bloom. The planting 
throughout provides a lovely backdrop 
for the impressive collection of modern 
sculpture.
Stop off at Barton village on the way 

to Cambridge on Sunday 5th April and 
visit ten gardens open for the NGS (2-
5pm). Everything from large to small 
gardens with lots of spring colour.

Quick jobs to do in the garden this 
month
·Tidy and clean sheds and greenhouses
·Fork over vegetable beds
·Plant sprouted potato tubers: most 
hardy maincrop vegetables can be sown/
planted now
·Sow tender crops under glass
·Blossom of wall fruit and plums will 
still need protecting with horticultural 
fleece at night if frosts are predicted
·Put a cloche over some strawberry 
plants for an early crop
·Mow the lawn regularly: apply lawn 
feed and treat weeds or moss
·Sow grass seed or lay turf for new 
lawns
·Spring-clean borders: hoe or pull up 
weeds, mulch with well rotted organic 
matter
·Divide perennials
·Prune roses
·Plant container plants
·Prune spring flowering shrubs after 
flowering
·Plant summer flowering bulbs like 
dahlias, lilies, nerines and crocosmia
·Put plant supports in borders for tall 
growing perennials
·Feed everything growing
·Turn your compost heap over and use 
mature compost for mulching and to 
condition the soil
·Check any newly-
planted trees and 
bushes are secure after 
winter storms



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome

Thursday 2nd April
Vera Decker
2 Rowan Gardens

If you need 
a lift, please 
contact Gerry 
Brunt on 
01767 650 693

Spring lawn care advice

ProLawnCare has kindly provided 
Spring lawn care tips.

Mowing: Be sure that your mower 
has been serviced and its blades 
replaced or, at least, sharpened. If 
conditions allow and the grass is dry, 
lightly cut the lawn.
Fertiliser: Spring is the optimal time 
to feed and weed the lawn - in that 
order. Ideally, feed source should 
be predominately Nitrogen based in 
a slow release form, but your lawn 
would also benefit from a dressing of 
Phosphate and Potassium as well as 
vital trace elements.
Moss: Moss is a year round problem 
so best to treat it before the growing 
period is underway. Apply either 
lawn sand or a specific moss control 
product, such as liquid iron.

A healthy lawn of 58 sq meters 
provides enough oxygen for one 

person for an entire day

Gamlingay Scout 
Group are saddened 

to hear of the death of 
Bob Dix in January.

Bob was one of the founders of 
Gamlingay Scout Group about 
35 years ago and became its first 
Group Scout Leader

He was involved in the fitting out 
of the almshouse for use as Scout 
Stores and led the Group through 
its difficult early years.

In recent years Bob had moved 
to Swansea where he became 
involved with a local Group and 
became Group Scout Leader 
again

Current Leader Barry Jefferd 
said “ although he had moved to 
Wales Bob remained a supporter 
of Scouting in the village. He 
attended anniversary reunions in 
Gamlingay and Everton where he 
met up with old friends. I heard 
of Bob’s death at the time I was 
completing our annual scout 
census.  We now have �� youth 
members, boys and girls aged 
from 6 to 1� meeting each and 
every week in the Scout HQ. This 
is a fitting tribute to Bob and 
his team who had the vision and 
energy to start the Group, many 
years ago.”



Booklinks

Four of us braved the snow and ice to meet for the second 
Booklinks meeting of the year.  Unfortunately, in a first for 
the group, none of us had managed to read this month’s 
choice, ‘The Return’ by Victoria Hislop.  One member 
commented that it was currently rather expensive for a 
paperback.  
We agreed to return to ‘The Return’ at another meeting.  We 

briefly returned to the book up for discussion at the previous 
meeting,  ‘The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society’ 
by Mary Ann Shaffer – set in 1946 about a group of people on 
Guernsey at the time of the German wartime occupation of the 
island.  Some found it hard to get into at first but then thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  It was agreed that it was a light read but an enjoyable 
way to learn about Guernsey during the second world war, and 
unusual in that it is comprised entirely of letters between different 
correspondents.
  The conversation moved onto books we had recently enjoyed, 

and we discussed a wide range of different styles and 
genres.  Barack Obama has two books in the charts 
at the moment, ‘The Audacity of Hope’ and ‘Dreams 
from my Father’.  The latter is more of a biography 
and gives an insight into the making of the man, 
whereas the former book is more political and less of 
an easy read.  
  We also discussed children’s literature that is also 

suitable reading for adults, and childhood favourites.  
Which books turned us onto reading as adults?  
The group was divided over whether they enjoyed 
reading the Harry Potter novels, two preferred Philip 

Pullman’s trilogy, ‘His Dark Materials’, comprising 
‘Northern Lights’, ‘The Subtle Knife’, and ‘The Amber 
Spyglass’.  A thought provoking link to building a children’s 

library, with recommended books for different ages 
was highlighted.  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/
buildingachildrenslibrary 
 One of us is currently ploughing through ‘Les 

Miserables’ , a French classic by Victor Hugo.  It is an 
enormous book, more than 1000 pages of small print, 

but is a surprisingly engaging story in quite an easy to read style.  
We also mentioned Emile Zola and James Joyce.  The group 
felt that it was time to read another classic, and the added bonus 
with classic books is that it is easy to pick them up cheaply or at 
libraries, so in these credit crunched times....   
Our choice for February’s reading was ‘Hard Times’ by Charles 
Dickens.   

Gamlingay reading group always welcomes new members, and 
new ideas for authors to try.  We are a friendly and sociable group 
who meet in one another’s homes to discuss books, usually over 
a glass of wine.  You don’t have to live in Gamlingay to join us 
and we don’t charge anything.  If you would like to come along 
for a meeting to try it out or would like some further information, 
please call Chantelle on 650753.  
Happy reading! Chantelle 





Family Tree Planting at 
Brownes’ Piece
On Sunday 22nd February, the Wildlife 

Trust hosted a tree planting event at Waresley Wood. 
Fine weather enticed local families to get active planting 
young trees into the tree nursery on Brownes’ Piece. 
The hard working group of 13 adults and 11 children 
cheerfully cleared weeds, dug trenches and planted 
several rows of oak seedlings. Later on those who still 
had energy to spare dug ash saplings into an area outside 
the tree nursery. 

The work follows on from the seed collecting events 
which have been taking place at Gamlingay and 
Waresley Woods over recent years.  Seed gathered 
by children from local schools and by families at 
community events, have been planted and raised by 
Aidan Matthews and the young seedlings were ready 
to be planted out. This continues the long-term aim of 
increasing the size of Waresley Wood and eventually 
linking it to neighbouring Gamlingay Wood. 

Aidan Matthews, Wildlife Trust  Reserves Officer, 
commented ‘it is fantastic to get the help of local 
families with this important work, it means we can 
make much faster progress’ 

The Hough family had carefully nurtured a large 
number of oak trees and were there in force to plant 
them out into this woodland reserve of the future.

Anyone wishing to volunteer to take part in regular 
work parties at the Waresley Wood, please contact 
the Volunteer Warden, Graham Moorby, graham@
waresleywood.co.uk or visit the website www.
waresleywood.co.uk

To find out more about other local reserves visit www.
wildlifebcnp.org/reserves

For details of future woodland events contact Judith 
Lemon, woodlands community officer, 
email judith.lemon@wildlifebcnp.org 



Notes From A 
Small(ish) Village

An Ex-Pat Returns to the United 
Kingdom after Forty -one Years of 

Living in the Lower Forty of the US
 and finds 

Everything Utterly Different.

It has been some time since I last wrote 
up my Gamlingay Diary notes since I 
have fallen into a languor within the 
quietude of my garden locus. As you 
can see below I am standing before the 
front door of my small abode. What 
more can a human want? Well, perhaps a 
billion dollars, a villa in Cap d’Antibes,’Antibes,Antibes, 
a grass hut with all the mod cons on the 
beach on a small island in the South 
Pacific, a Lear Jet 20 minutes away 
so as to avoid going through the hurly 
burly and indignity of being treated as 
a potential terrorist at an airport [at all 
costs avoid flying to London Heathrow’s’ss 
Terminal 5 whose horrors have enraged 
travellers to the point of  fisticuffs and 
outright rebellion only restrained by 
hard-faced paramilitary police carrying 
sub-machine guns, a sight I thought I’d’dd 

never live to see in England’s green and’s green ands green and 
pleasant land], and perhaps a giggle 
of svelte young ladies to massage my 
poor, aching back at least twice a day. 
However today is Wesak, a world-wide 
celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha’s’ss 
enlightenment and, therefore, I reject all 
such possessions and attachments … still… still still 
…!!
This dispensation has largely undermined 
incentive to sit in front of my lap top and 
think of clever or witty things to say. I 
prefer to sit and read and watch the birds 

hop about waiting for Pippa to come to 
them with a large quantity of crumbled 
bread and raisins. There are two pigeons 
with white bands around their necks who 
behave as if one was English and the 
other French since they fight constantly, 
which reminds me of Douglas Jerrold: 
“The best thing I know between France 
and England is �� the sea�� the sea the sea.” I go outside” I go outside I go outside 
and yell at them. They ignore me until 
I’m a foot or two away and clap my’m a foot or two away and clap mym a foot or two away and clap my 
hands loudly; whereupon they fly to 
opposite fences and sit there glaring at 
each other. This simply illustrates that 
birds are as stupid as humans: Osama 
Bin Laden versus George W. Bush. 
The smaller birds – blue tits, grey tits,– blue tits, grey tits, blue tits, grey tits, 
swallows, finches, thrushes and others I 
know not of – land on the bare branch– land on the bare branch land on the bare branch 
of a climbing rose bush two feet away 
from me, stay a moment or two and then 
flash off. In the evenings, after dinner, 
made by my sister’s inventive hands’s inventive handss inventive hands 
based on waste not want not, I read and 
or watch television while sipping sherry. 
You understand now my lethargy and 
possibly may envy it. Jerome K. Jerome 
will have the last word: ““I like work: it 
fascinates me. I can sit and look at it for 
hours. I love to keep it by me: the idea of 
getting rid of it nearly breaks my heart.””

Obesity is one of the most pervasive of 
American exports. While I am certainly 
some pounds overweight (perhaps ten, 
perhaps fifteen) I am utterly shocked 
that the British have succumbed to 
the insidious treachery of fast food 
restaurants, to McDonald’s, to Wendy’s,’s, to Wendy’s,s, to Wendy’s,’s,s, 
to Burger Master’s, et al. While there are’s, et al. While there ares, et al. While there are 
many fat men, the number of whale-like 
women is staggering. Children and adults 
alike tend to be chubby, chubbier and 
chubbiest. A slender young or youngish 

woman stands out like a Spanish bluebell. 
Until you come close to them when the 
English gene [possibly created by the 
weather] presents itself: thin lips, long 
noses, a look of frustrated constipation. 
Few have heard of botox, a blessing no 
doubt. Please understand I am making no 
judgments – I am a practicing Buddhist– I am a practicing Buddhist I am a practicing Buddhist 
– I am simply passing on observations. I am simply passing on observations. 
In my days of English habitation (1947-
1961), obesity was very rare for the 
simple reason there wasn’t very much’t very mucht very much 
to eat – except for fish and chips – and– except for fish and chips – and except for fish and chips – and– and and 
we walked long distances as few people 
owned cars. The fact is everyone in the 
industrialized West ought to spend six 
months in Darfur or the Congo or the 
barrios of Latin America. When you 
returned home, you would halve the food 
on your plate, you would take 30 second 
showers, you would turn the sink tap off 
instantly you filled a glass or a pot, you 
would wash your dishes only when the 
washer was filled to the gills, etc. We 
consider ourselves a civilized people, 
don’t we?’t we?t we?

If you intend to come to England and 
to drive a car to visit a friend in say 
Colchester, make sure it is equipped with 
GPS; otherwise you will have a very hard 
time finding your friend’s house. The’s house. Thes house. The 
reason: there is no such geographical 
positioning of streets such as NE, SW, 
N, S, 250th Street SE, etc. Every street 
in every city, town and village has a 
different name. Moreover, even the 
English have a hard time figuring out 
the zany, crazy street signs. On one of 
my walks I came across a sign stating 
“Access to Hemstead Close Evens”Access to Hemstead Close Evens”” 
underneath, “Access to Pulham Close“Access to Pulham CloseAccess to Pulham Close 
Odds.” When I asked Pippa and Stan as” When I asked Pippa and Stan as When I asked Pippa and Stan as 
to what this meant, they spent several 
minutes giving me different explanations. 
In London, taxi drivers have to pass a test 
demonstrating their knowledge of street 
locations without the help of GPS. Those 
who pass must be geniuses. 

As for television, it would probably drive 
you insane, aside from the fact that you 
have to pay an annual fee for owning a 
television set, which has nothing to do 
with charges for cable or wireless access. 
Since the technology is now in place, 
you cannot escape the fee because THEY 
KNOW YOU HAVE A TELEVISION 
SET. If you haven’t paid up THEY WILL’t paid up THEY WILLt paid up THEY WILL 
COME, TAKE IT AWAY AND CRUSH 
IT.

Actually, that’s not what I want to’s not what I want tos not what I want to 
continued on page 1�



discuss. The programs are diverse and 
many of them are very, very funny. 
Unfortunately, the English have 
obsessions, as do Americans with regard 
to Oprah and the Super Bowl, that 
encompass … well, almost everyone’s… well, almost everyone’s well, almost everyone’s’ss 
attention. For example, a month ago the 
BBC aired SpringWatch, a program that 
appeared five nights a week for three 
weeks showing the hatching of birds, 
the feeding of birdlings, the first flight of 
birdlings, Scottish wild cats [rarely seen], 
cormorants diving for fish [endlessly 
replayed in slow motion], mice, rats, 
worms, caterpillars, snakes, frogs, 
ducks, ducklings, larvae, newts, beetles 
mating, etcetera, etcetera ad nauseam. 
The amount of money that must have 
been spent on filming all these comings 
and goings is awesome. Fiber optic 
cameras were placed in every bird nest, 
other infra-red cameras were sited in fifty 
other places, peanuts were scattered here 
and there to induce various mammalia to 
come into the focus of lens. 

Usually when the Euro Cup football 
matches are being played [27 countries 
plus Turkey], most English would 
be glued to the set and flick between 
channels to catch two different games. 
Not so many watched this year as England 
had been defeated in the preliminaries 
[aaaaaargh]. However, having been 
largely starved from viewing football 
[the game most widely played in the 
world], I was delighted to see the Dutch 
team beat Italy and the Spanish team 
defeat Germany in the championship 
match. These games are so important to 
the national pride that presidents, kings, 
prime ministers are present when their 
teams are playing and leap up and down 
like the other spectators when goals are 
scored. What is socially interesting about 
football is that teams in Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, Germany, Russia, France et al. buy 
and sell players at tremendous prices. 
There are English teams that may have 
only two or three English players on 
their rosters. While not quite on the scale 
of American basketball and baseball, the 
best footballers are paid up to $250,000 a 
week. Moreover, ownership of the teams 
is also international. American and 
European billionaires buy some clubs 
outright. The Americans, of course, 
know little about football, but profits are 
part of the glory.

Let’s discuss British driving. You must’s discuss British driving. You musts discuss British driving. You must 

understand that outside of motorways 
– freeways to you – the streets in most freeways to you – the streets in most– the streets in most the streets in most 
towns and villages only allow two cars 
going in opposite directions at 30 mph 
to pass each other with a comfortable 
foot or two. However, when there are 
cars parked on one side or the other, it 
requires a form of telepathy as to which 
car is going to pull up so that the opposite 
car can pass by. Thus, the English have 
become superbly adept at driving on 
the left side or the right side, which 
explains why they have no difficulty in 
driving in Europe or the U.S. As for me, 
this has not been easy for two reasons. 
One, drivers do not stop for pedestrians 
at street corners. Two, since the driver 
might be in the left lane instead of in the 
right lane, the pedestrian has to proceed 
with great caution. The other day I was 
at Gamlingay’s crossroads; suddenly’s crossroads; suddenlys crossroads; suddenly 
distracted by a Spanish blue bell striding 
down the other side of the street I 
stepped off the curb. Screeeeech! A loud 
and disgusted voice yelled, “What’s the“What’s theWhat’s the’s thes the 
matter with you, mate? You want to get 
killed!!” I shrugged my shoulders and” I shrugged my shoulders and I shrugged my shoulders and 
said apologetically in my best Humphrey 
Bogart impression, “Sorry, I’m a Yank.”“Sorry, I’m a Yank.”Sorry, I’m a Yank.”’m a Yank.”m a Yank.”” 
Mollified, he said, “Well mate just you be“Well mate just you beWell mate just you be 
careful until you get back to Yankeeland.”” 
He hurtled past as I doddered across the 
road. 

I have never felt as old as I am until I came 
to Gamlingay. There are two parts to the 
village: the old area and the fairly new 
developments, on the outskirts, that act 
as suburban enclaves. The old Gamlingay 
is filled mostly with old people, mainly 
women, all with graying or white hair, 
using canes or walkers. Surrounded by 
these wonderful people, all friendly, I 
look in the mirror and repeat to myself 
constantly, you’re only 50, maybe 55;’re only 50, maybe 55;re only 50, maybe 55; 
you are definitely NOT 67!!!!!!!! It is 
much harder to acknowledge the fact 
when the shopkeepers and others treat 
you as a dodderer, a senior (ugh!), and 
offer to help you with your shopping bag. 
It makes me remember Francis Bacon: ““I 
have often thought upon death, and I find 
it the least of all evils.””

Well, I have spoken, as usual, about many 
things negatively, but there are so many 
positives. Recently I received a bus pass 
that allows me to travel free over most of 
England since I am a U.K. citizen over 
the age of 60 [actually I’m only 57]. I’m only 57]. Im only 57]. I 
think the expiry date is based on the hope 
I’ll be dead by then.’ll be dead by then.ll be dead by then.

The forgiving grace of the English is 
that they possess a sense of humour 
[otherwise the race would have died out 
a long time ago]. Once a week I travel 
into Biggleswade, a town several times 
the size of Gamlingay. Previously I had 
to fork out $9.00 for a return trip. The 
bus driver, upon being handed my card, 
looked at it very carefully, though he 
knew damned well who I was. “I suppose“I supposeI suppose 
it looks like you.” I said, “If it doesn’t” I said, “If it doesn’t I said, “If it doesn’t“If it doesn’tIf it doesn’t’tt 
look like me then you must be blind and 
I ought to get off the bus before you 
hit something.” We both laughed. You” We both laughed. You We both laughed. You 
should understand that at the time I leave 
(10:00 a.m.) the bus includes no more 
than a half-dozen passengers, mostly 
in their 80’s, who don’t even bother to’s, who don’t even bother tos, who don’t even bother to’t even bother tot even bother to 
show their card, and merely say, “How’s“How’sHow’s’ss 
things, George?” To which he replies,” To which he replies, To which he replies, 
“Gladys, I’ve never seen you lookingGladys, I’ve never seen you looking’ve never seen you lookingve never seen you looking 
so good.” We all nod at one another.” We all nod at one another. We all nod at one another. 
Moreover the bus driver lets them off 
wherever they want.

I continue on to the Biggleswade Bus 
Station. This is my weekly outing. I walk 
up the main street (High Street), pop into 
the bank to discover how much, if any, 
money is in my account, go to the rather 
pathetic library, chat with the librarian 
about new books [at that time of the 
day there may only be one other person 
present], turn up several new streets, 
stop at a newsagent to pick up the Daily 
Telegraph [Rupert Murdoch has bought 
and turned most of the other newspapers 
into tabloids], retrace my footsteps and 
enter a coffee house where I am served 
a café latte in a large china mug. I avoid 
the temptation of various chocolaty and 
buttery delicacies and opt for a sandwich 
made to order. By this time, the place is 
almost full. I am surrounded by people 
talking in midland and Norfolk accents. 
I wonder how long it’s going to take’s going to takes going to take 
for me to regain my posh public school 
accent. Perhaps I should simply give in 
and speak in some sort of Midlandese. 
Then it is time for my last stop.

Biggleswade has an incredible number 
of pubs; at least 10 in a 6-block area. 
Having sampled a few I finally found the 
right one. It is a quasi small hotel with 
a dining room and a separate bar. Its 
advantages are that there are never more 
than two or three other people present 
and that it is located across the street 
from the Bus Station. The manager is a 
Scot who’s lived in England long enough’s lived in England long enoughs lived in England long enough 
for me to understand what he’s saying. I’s saying. Is saying.  I 
sit at the bar. We chat for a few minutes 
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while he brings me a drink. Before 
settling down to more serious literature 
I pull over one of the tabloids. Full of 
gossip, mixed with outright lies, character 
assassinations, and colour photographs 
of naked ladies.This occupies for me a 
couple of minutes. Then I pull out the 
latest book I’m perusing. It is’m perusing. It ism perusing. It is Half of 
a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie (a Nigerian writer). Absolutely 
wonderful, marvellously written. 

Too soon, it’s time to catch my bus back’s time to catch my bus backs time to catch my bus back 
to Gamlingay. And here’s my last tale of’s my last tale ofs my last tale of 
English values. There is a point on the 
road, just before reaching Potton, where 
a streamlet crosses the road. Usually, the 
driver slows down slightly and bumps 
his way across. Not on that occasion. He 
slammed on the brakes and came to a 
halt. We all craned our necks. There was 
a mother duck followed by a small, still 
furry, baby duckling floating slowly over 
the road, entirely unafraid and in no hurry 
whatsoever. Finally, they passed on. The 
driver then crossed over. The point of this 
saga is that had I been wading along the 
water, the driver would not have stopped 
and I’d have had to jump for my life. The’d have had to jump for my life. Thed have had to jump for my life. The 
English understand their priorities!

 Well folks if you are not already 
snoring, you should be.

continued from page 1� Bustles and Beaux
Old Tyme Music Hall

£600 riased by Friends of St Mary’s
Here is a taster of the evening. Further images are available on the village web site.



Bustles and Beaux
Old Tyme Music Hall

£600 riased by Friends of St Mary’s
Here is a taster of the evening. Further images are available on the village web site.



by Peter Bradley
By the middle of the month, 
you can once again enjoy the scented, 
purplish haze of bluebells. Did you 
know that there are two kinds? 
There is the daintier, darker blue 

common bluebell, then there’s the 
increasingly widespread Spanish 
bluebell, which has a stouter, chunkier 
appearance. Here at The Lodge we have 
both. The heavy clouds of blue among 
the fresh green woodland vegetation add 
a special magic to an April visit to The 
Lodge.
It’s a great time of year to hear 
birdsong, too. You don’t need to be 
an expert to enjoy it – just stop, sit on 
a bench, and close your eyes. You’ll 
hear many different kinds, even if you 
don’t know which bird is making each 
noise. There are love songs, and fighting 
songs, and calls that simply say ‘I’m 
here’. You may well hear woodpeckers, 
too. They search out hollow branches 
for drumming on, hitting the wood with 
their bills to make the well-known rapid 
knock. Look keenly enough, and you 
might be able to see them drumming; 
they will stay in the same place for 
several minutes if they find a good loud 
‘drum’ to beat. Listen as the tone of the 
drumming changes, when they move to 
a different branch.

It’s no coincidence that Easter is 
associated with eggs. Many of our 
resident species are sitting on eggs 
now; some may already have chicks. 
However, summer migrants – birds that 
fly here just to breed – may only just 
have arrived and have decided where to 
nest. Watch out for warblers collecting 
twigs, feathers, or wool, and building 
nests in bushes, piles of branches, or 
tall vegetation. Once the summer is 
over, and the nests are left empty, you 
can see what amazing works of art 
they are – and built without hands! 
Each species produces it’s own unique 
style: for example, blackbirds make 
a solid bowler hat of mud and twigs; 
long-tailed tits make tiny pockets of 
moss, held together with cobwebs. Just 
remember to leave them well alone, 
until the birds have finished using them 
for raising their young.
The reserve is open every day of the 

week, from dawn to dusk, and there are 
plenty of organised events: just ring 
to book. Entry is included in the car-
parking fee - £4 a car for non-members, 
free if you are members or just visiting 
the shop. The shop (01767 680541) is 
open every day and has everything for 
people who love nature. 
 
Some events over the next few 
weeks:

Build a Nest. Wednesday 8th 
& 15th April, 2pm-4pm. Could 

News from the 
Lodge nature 

reserve
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you do it – without hands? Try 
building one with materials from 
the reserve.

Easter Chick Hunt. Every day, 
Friday 10th – Monday 13th 
April. Drop in 10am to 4pm. 
Find hatching chicks on this self-
guided fun trail.

Birds for beginners, Sunday 
26th April, 10am – 12 noon. An 
informal and relaxing stroll in 
the woods, identifying woodland 
birds by sight and sound.

Advance notice:
Annual Barn Dance

4th July 2009
Friends of St Mary’s

continued from page 20

CHEAP AS CHIPS
St Neots & District Cats Protection is 
your local rescue charity for cats and 
kittens.  We re-home in excess of 150 
cats and kittens anually,  run the local 
Lost and Found register,  feed manage 
and contol over 200 outdoor and feral 
cats and offer a free and reduced cost 
spaying/neutering program.  We are 
manned completely by volunteers and 
raise 95% of our funds locally.

Many cats go missing or are involved in 
road traffic accidents every year.  If they 
are not microchipped, their owners may 
never know what has happened to them.  
If you have lost a cat or have found one, 
please contact us as soon as possible.  In 
the first instance, we check our register 
for cats matching the description, 
we will then arrange for the cat to be 
scanned for a microchip which is the 
quickest and easiest way of re-uniting 
lost pets with their owners.
Lastly, we will place a collar on the 
cat asking “Is this your cat” with a 
telephone number on the collar.  If 
no owner comes forward, the cat will 

continued on page 23



Gamlingay Social Club

Think Fun!

Entertainment!

Good Company!

think Club!
We invite you to sample the delights of 
the Social Club in Waresley Road.

Cut out this coupon and present it at 
the bar for a free month’s membership.

This gives you access at any time the 
club is open during the month to enjoy 
what the Club has to offer.

Come and enjoy:
Discos, Bands, Bingo, Darts, Snooker, 
Pool, good company, and a licenced 
bar. 


Name  ___________________

Address  ____________________
  _____________________
  _______________________

Tel No  _____________

Email address
 ________________________



continued from page 21

be placed on our waiting list to be re-
homed.

Many cats have been bought into 
the branch which have been traced 
through their microchips and some 
have travelled huge distances, Norwich 
and Chatteris being the most recent 
cases and one cat had been missing 
for 4 years.  A cat can easily get into a 
vehicle and be transported out of their 
area and without a microchip would 
never be returned home.  We offer a 
microchipping service in Eynesbury 
(minimum suggested donation is £12).  
Contact us now and ensure your cat can 
be traced should it go missing.

We always have a number of adult cats 
and cats with special needs who need 
loving new homes so if you are thinking 
of getting a cat or kitten contact us now.

CAT FOOD URGENTLY 
NEEDED

We are experts in the management of 
large cat colonies (we are feeding over 
200 this winter) so if your cat numbers 
are getting out of control or you know 
a property where there seem to be too 
many cats or kittens let us know.  There 
are many local drop off points where 
you can leave donations of cat food, 
ring to find out where is nearest to you.

We offer a free and reduced cost 
neutering and spaying service.  This is 
the best way to control the spread of 
infectious diseases through mating and 
fighting and keeps the unwanted kitten 
numbers down too.  Ring now for your 
voucher which can be used at a local 
vet.

TEL: 01480 476696,  07966 282005,  
07900 257061

FOR LOST AND FOUND:  07904 
701908

lostcats@hotmail.co.uk
http://stneots.cats.org.uk/

St Mary’s Quiz Night

24th/25th April 2009
St George’s Day

see church posters for 
full details

and 
Benefice Walk, Bank 

Holiday Monday, 
2nd May 2009





WORDS
Sometimes, they flow easily, 
Like a splashing waterfall, 
Sometimes, they’re like bricks, 
Used, one by one, to build a wall. 

Dictionaries, bulging, 
Heaving tightly at their seams, 
Offering selections 
From A to Z, in reams.  

Chattering and twittering,  
Like flocks of noisy birds,  
Grumbling and wittering,  
We’re spoilt for choice with words.  

So, choose your words with care.  
What you say is very real.  
Be conscious, be aware,  
As they can hurt, or they can heal.  
Gill Spaul 



WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

Booklinks First Thursday of the month 

Thursday, 

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm on 
the second Monday of each month. 

Monday, 20th April ‘A history of brickmaking’, Alan Cox.

Monday 11th MAy ‘History using digital computers’, Mike Petty.

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2.

Over 50’s walks

Thursday April 2nd, Wednesday 
April 29th, Thursday May 28th, 
Wednesday 24th June.

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further details.

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks

Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These walks 
are led by two trained health walkers.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

3rd April Competition 3 Nick Bruce Anniversary trophy, subject windows. 
Lawrence Broderick trophy, open. Judge Davis Steel.

10th and 17th April Easter Break

24th April
Competition 8. Lyndon Baker trophy, open. Peter Berry shield, set 
subject, yellow and blue. Judge Ray Kimberley. Closing date for 
committee nominations.

WI

Tuesday, 21st April AGM.

Wildlife Trust

Monday 4th May Spring flowers: a guided activity trail in Hardwick wood. Please book.

Tuesday 26th May Waresley and Gransden Woods, beetle mania, half term family 
activity event 2 to 4pm.

Gardening Club

Wednesday,1st April Jean Venning on South Africa, Namaqualand. 

Wednesday, 6th May Malcolm Brownswood, butterflies and wild orchids



WHAT’S ON IN APRIL

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting., WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday, 19th May

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, 6th April Copy deadline for May.

Monday, 4th May Copy deadline for June

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month

Guild of St Mary

Monday, 20th April Butterflies, by David Elcome. 8pm Church Hall. All welcome.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.



Gamlingay Baptist 
Church 

A Short History 
Part Two 

The Middle Years
by Roy Gibbons 

As I noted last month, the old 
‘Church Book’ leaves many questions 
unanswered, particularly regarding 
buildings. We also hold copies of 
deeds dating back to the 1670s but 
unfortunately there are gaps, with 
some missing documents being crucial 
to a full understanding of later ones. 
With no OS Grid References in those 
days, precise location of sites is often 
difficult. One sure line of reference is 
the old Toll Road - now Mill Street. But 
reference to a boundary as adjoining 
‘John Smith’s pigsty’ may have been 
very precise to local interested parties 
2-300 years ago - but today? Further 
confusion arises from the then common 
practice of sons having the same name 
as their father - and grandfather! Hope 
Cottage, in Mill Street, was apparently 
built in 1866 and by the early 20thC had 
come into the possession of the church 
- but how or why we just don’t know. 
Records for the church building itself 
fare no better. For example, in 1814 the 
members asked the Trustees to cost a 
much needed vestry as an extension to 
the church. It was built in due course, 
being the present small hall at the rear 
of the church, although we have no 
further information. It seems that the 
minutes of Trustee’s meetings are lost 
and with them much data of this kind. 
However, the original front view of 
the chapel, as it would have appeared 
up to the very late 19thC, is shown 
in the accompanying old photograph, 
which dates from c.1896. In the right 
background can be seen a small barn 
in which, it is believed, the church met 
before the chapel was built in c.1720.

However, in one area of 18th and 
19thC life, the Church Book provides a 
fulsome insight - namely the personal 
lives of the church members. But before 
we look at examples, remember that 
we are moving into the Georgian era 
- years of growing moral laxity and, 
in a village like ours, much ignorance 
linked with grinding poverty among 
the ordinary folk. It is against this 
background that we must judge the 
record of sometimes seemingly petty 
disciplinary actions. This is, after all, 
the age when a Gamlingay man could 
be deported for 7 years for stealing ‘one 
live tame duck’ worth 5p in today’s 
money - no doubt to feed his hungry 
family. Baptist church members were 
expected to set an example of good 
living to match their profession of 
faith.   One gentleman was admonished 
for his ‘childish exercise of piping and 
playing musick..... among the carnal 
people’. A lady member was ‘cast out 
of the church for theft and other wicked 
practices’ and another excluded for 
‘unlawful love towards T— M— and 
manifold instances of her allurement 
towards him...’. Many were admonished 
for failing to gather regularly with the 
church at their various meetings. A 
young and presumably courting couple 
were excluded from fellowship due 
to the ‘sin of incontinence’ - an over-
exuberant public display of their mutual 
affection, perhaps? Another young 
man was found guilty of ‘lying and 
slandering his father’. The moral code 
of the Ten Commandments was taken 
very seriously indeed!   But surely the 
saddest case of all involved the Rev 
Joseph Billing, appointed Pastor of the 
church in 1755 and who in 1771 was 
forced to resign his charge because of 
‘excessive drinking and neglecting the 
duty of his family’. Even the greatest 
saints can falter in times of trial and 
maybe the reason for his lapse can be 
found in the inscription on a tablet to the 
right of the present entrance. This reads 

‘Near this place resteth the 
precious remains of Mrs Mary 
Billing, a member of Christ, 
who died April 11th 1�60, 
aged 3� years. Also two of her 
babies’. Did a growing teenage 
family become too much for 
him? Nevertheless and no 
doubt restored, he moved on to 
Cottenham, where he served a 
dissenting congregation for a 
number of years. It seems that 
he had provided himself with 

a house in Gamlingay. An entry in the 
Church Book reads ‘We paid the sum 
of Twenty Eight Pounds five shillings 
(£2�.2�) for the house that Mr Billing 
bilit that he was out of pocket that he 
might not blame us and say he was a 
loser by us when he was put out of his 
office...’. This was the timber-framed 
building still standing in Mill Street and 
known today as ‘The Old Manse’. It 
continued as the Pastors residence into 
the early 20thC.   Mary Billing died 
of ‛a violent fever’. Undifferentiated 
fevers, consumption and ‘colick’ were 
commonly recorded as causes of death, 
illustrating both the limited medical 
knowledge and squalid living condition 
of many of the folk. The death of infants 
was an all too common tragedy, as 
was the death of mothers in or due to 
childbirth. We read of S-L- who died 
‘in Child Bed’ and of J-M- who died 
‘when she was in Child Bed nine days 
after her delivery’. Smallpox was also 
a scourge before vaccination became 
available, as was cholera. Frequent 
references to prolonged illnesses 
borne with fortitude speak of much 
unrelieved pain and suffering. (Despite 
our sometimes grumbling, modem 
medicine is a great blessing). Some, 
however, still managed to die peacefully 
in old age. L—D- ‘was at an advanced 
age and quite super-annuated’ when 
she died, so we read!   In 1813 the first 
Sunday School was started. Then, in 
1818, a young man of about 22 years. 
Rev Enoch Manning, began what was to 
be the longest pastorate in the church’s 
history, continuing through the reigns 
of George III, George IV, William IV 
and 28 years into the reign of Queen 
Victoria - a much loved Pastor for 47 
years.   As an isolated rural community, 
Gamlingay was heavily dependent on 
the annual harvest. It is not surprising, 
then, to read that on 26th June 1809 
the church met ‘on account of the 
peculiar and threatening dryness of the 
season to implore the fruitful showers 
of Heaven on the parched earth ...’.It 
seems that by 1808 it was already the 
practice to hold an annual service of 
thanksgiving for the safe ingathering 
of the harvest. Harvest Thanksgiving 
Services as we know them today are 
usually said to have originated with 
Rev Robert Hawker at Morwenstow in 
Cornwall in 1843 - did the Rev George 
Capes of Gamlingay Baptist Church 
anticipate him by 35 years?    The 
church building was enlarged in 1825 
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(the vestry at last?) and in 1848 what 
is now the Church Hall was opened 
as a British School for the elementary 
education of village children. Most 
likely following the methods of the 
Quaker, Joseph Lancaster, one teacher 
would have overseen the entire group of 
children, with the youngest being taught 

in groups by the most able older pupils 
- a very cost-effective method! In 1898 
the present pipe organ was installed, in 
the alcove above the present entrance 
vestibule (which itself was a very late 
19thC addition) although a minute dated 
1877 states that ‘not all and everyone 
be allowed to play the organ... only the 
organist for the time being’. Presumably 
this earlier instrument was some kind 
of harmonium.   Last month I wrote 
of one of the disadvantages of being a 
Dissenter or Non-Conformist - namely 
of not being able to be buried in ground 
consecrated by the Church of England. 
There were others. Unless you took 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
in the Anglican Church, you would 
be debarred from any civil office. 
Likewise, the universities would not 
confer a degree on you. You could only 
be married in an Anglican Church. 
The Act of Toleration of 1689, whilst 
relieving the most severe restrictions 
on freedom of religion, still made it 
very difficult for Non- conformists to 
participate fully in public life. They 
were still regarded with suspicion 
throughout the 18thC and into the early 
19thC. However, the old 16thC Test 
and Corporation Acts were repealed in 
1829. Two Marriage Acts were passed, 
in 1823 and 1836, which made possible 
the happy entry in the Church Book 
dated Christmas Day, 25th December 
1838, This day was solemnised the 
first marriage in our place of worship 
- Mr John Waldock married Miss 
Elizabeth Claydon both of Gamlingay’. 
A second followed just two days later 

between Mr Thomas Slater Topham 
of St Neots and Miss Rhoda Saville of 
Gamlingay. A series of Burial Acts, in 
1847,1857 and 1880 meant that Non-
Conformist Chapels no longer needed 
to provide their own burial grounds. 
The universities, however, held out until 
the passing of The University Test Act 
1871. Dissenters or Non-Conformists 

could now be awarded degrees and 
their emancipation was practically 
complete! 
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9/10th January Crab Apple 
Way

18:30-
05:26

Vandals turned Peugeot 
106 on its side

10th January Little Heath 00:30 Vandals threw part of 
a pallet through a front 
window

14th/15th 
January

Stocks Lane 16:00-
11:00

Vandals damaged 
paintwork on Fiat Escudo

27th January Church End Thief observed removing 
items from shed. Thief 
became aggressive so 
owner left the scene after 
owner threatened thief 
with Police. Property 
later found on drive. 

30/31st 
January

West Road 12:00-
11:00

Vandals threw a missile 
at front bay window.

3rd February Church Street 13:30 Vandals damaged a 
noticeboard.

3rd/4th 
February

Mill Hill 21:00-
19:00

A Nissan D22 Pick-up 
stolen

14th February Murfitt Way 21:20 Bicycle stolen from a 
garden

17th February Church Street 13:15 Bicycle stolen and later 
found behind a bike shed.

Neighbourhood Watch



GAMLINGAY SHOW 2009 - ADULTS CLASSES

Section 1 - Vegetables Section 6 - Crafts

1A 6 Runner Beans 6A A knitted article 

1B 3 Beetroot with 3” stalks 6B A piece of cross-stitch

1C 3 Onions 6C A piece of tapestry

1D 3 Potatoes 6D A piece of hand embroidery

1E 3 Courgette 6E A piece of lace

1F 5 Carrots with 3” stalks 6F A piece of patchwork

1G 5 Tomatoes 6G Scrapbooking

IH 5  Cherry Tomatoes 6H A Flower Arrangemet

1I Bunch of  3 different culinary herbs 6I Any other craft

1J Heaviest Marrow Section 7 - Photography

1K Longest Runner Bean 7A Sleep

1L A collection of 3 different vegetables (2 of each) 7B Holidays

Section 2 - Fruit 7C The sky

2A 5 Eating apples 7D Weather

2B 10 Soft Fruits (any combination) 7E Children

2C 5 Pears 7F Nature

2D 5 Other Fruit 7G Humourous

Section 3 - Flowers 7H Animals

3A 5 Dahlia blooms 7I Buildings

3B A single rose 7J People

3C A flower or spray on a single stem 7K Sport

3D Vase of 3 different perennials 7L Gamlingay in the Snow

 Section 4 - Pot Plants MAX PHOTO SIZE = A5 PHOTOS TO BE UNFRAMED & UNMOUNTED

4A A flowering pot plant Section 8 - Home made Produce

4B A foliage plant 8A A jar of stone fruit jam

8B A jar of soft fruit jam

Section 5 - Art 8C A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit)

5A A pencil sketch 8D A jar of chutney

5B A painting in oil 8E A jar of lemon curd

5C A painting in water colour 8F Fruit cake

5D A piece of calligraphy 8G 1 Undecorated Victoria Sandwich (jam filled)

5E A home made card 8H A Chocolate Cake

5F An original poem 8I 6 Cheese scones

5G A painting in acrylic 8J Plate apple pie with home made pastry

8K 6 Undecorated biscuits

Section 9 - Under 3’s 8L 6 Fruit scones

9A A decorated paper plate 8M 6 Jam tarts

9B A painting 8N 6 Mince Pies

9C 6 decorated digestive biscuits 8O Shortbread

Section 10 - 3 to 5 years old 8P A loaf of homemade bread

10A A decorated paper plate - Theme of Food Section 13 - 14 to 16 years old

10B A painting 13A Design a CD cover

10C A junk model 13B A coloured drawing or painting

10D A collage 13C A Piece of Graffitti Art (max size A3)

10E 6 decorated digestive biscuits 13D A piece of writing or poem about Life in Gamlingay

10F 6 Krispie Cakes 13E A piece of handicraft

Section 11 - 6 to 9 years old Section 14 - Children’s Cookery (Any Age)

11A A decorated pebble 14A 1 Victoria Sandwich

11B A coloured drawing or painting 14B  6 Undecorated home made  biscuits

11C 6 home-made decorated fairy cakes 14C 6 Jam tarts

 11D Garden in a seed tray (approx 35x25cm) 14D 6 Fairy Cakes

11E A Lego model 14E Flapjacks

11F An animal made out of fresh fruit or veg 14F 6 Scones of your choice

Section 12 - 10 to 13 years old Section 15 - Children’s Photography (Any Age) size as adults

12A A coloured drawing or painting 15A Humorous

12B A flower arrangement in an unusual container 15B Friendship

12C Write a short story (max 100 words) 15C Snow

12D A vehicle made out of recycled material 15D Pets

12E A piece of home made jewellery 15E Holidays



Gamlingay Show 2009
It’s that most important village event – The Gamlingay Show! This will take place on Saturday, 19th 
September at the Village College. We are very grateful to Mr Clarke for allowing us to use the school site 
for another year and we’ve also booked the sun again so we hope that we will receive the usual wonderful 
village support.

You can help in so many ways:
· By entering the competition classes listed in the show schedule 
· By helping prepare the show site on Friday 18th September from 5pm
· By helping on the morning of the show from 7am onwards!
· By helping during the show by manning the gates, stalls, etc.
· By helping to clear up after the show from 5pm onwards – this was done in record time last year 
thanks to those marvellous people who stayed behind to help
· By offering to sponsor some aspect of the show

Without your interest and support, this annual event would not be able to donate funds to our village clubs 
and societies to help them in all that they do to make our village a great place in which to live.

Special call to all male cooks – how about entering some of the ‘Homemade produce’ classes, gentlemen 
and show the women just how it’s done!

Look out for further information about the show in future issues.

Best wishes form The Gamlingay Show Committee

The Skate Park, which is 
situated on the playing fields, 
Stocks Lane, Gamlingay was 
first initiated over 3 years ago 
when a group of young people 
from Gamlingay went on a 
residential course to design a 
facility for youth in the village.  
They subsequently worked 
for a year with architects from 
the Glasshouse (a Sainsbury 
funded charity) and produced an 
outstanding design that although 
proving too expensive to build 
in its whole, did help to raise the 
funding needed to build the park 
itself.  The Park has been built by 
Streetskape who are based near 
Norwich and cost £74,750.

The Skate Park is designed to 
be used by skateboarders and 
BMX riders and was funded 

entirely from grants, donations 
and money raised by village 
volunteers.  Just over a third of 
the money needed was given as 
a single grant from Littlewoods 
Foundation for Sport and the 
Arts; other benefactors include 
South Cambs District Council; 
Gamlingay Parish Council; 
Pinewood Structures; Cambridge 
Youth Bank (supported by 
Cambs County Council and the 
Department for Children and 
Schools Foundation); Keith 
Maddocks; Chris Smith and 
Forward Gamlingay! itself.  In 
addition, villagers raised money 
by holding events and sales and 
donating the proceeds to the 
Skatepark Fund.  

The Gamlingay Skating School 

continued from page 1

will also be offering free 
skateboarding instruction for 
those who would like to learn 
how to skate, or to improve their 
existing skills.  Those interested 
in signing up for lessons can 
contact Ken Lynch on 01767 
681739.

For further information, please 
contact Sarah Groom on 01767 
651080/07967 648934 or 
sarahgroom@rescue.co.uk



It has been an eventful few months at 
Gamlingay Records. You may know 
something about us already but if you 
don’t, let me explain. Sit back, relax 
and welcome to rock ‘n’ roll.

We started just after a year ago when 
three local bands, Phoenix Impact, 
Noize and The Jamlinjays got together 

with some local 
volunteers to 
establish a record 
label. We attracted 
some National 
Lottery funding to get 
us going for the first 
year and have been 
steadily developing. 
The purpose of the 
organisation, set up 
as part of Forward 
Gamlingay!, is 
to support the 
development and 
marketing of new 
bands and artists in 
the South Cambridgeshire area, giving 
young musicians an introduction to the 
music industry and, of course, to help 
turn our local bands into superstars.
Many of you will have come to the 
Battle of the Bands that we ran in 
November 2008 where we had 13 bands 
playing in front of about 400 people. 

You will 
have seen 
and heard the 
local talent 
and witnessed 
some of 
the results 
that the 
Gamlingay 
Records 
project 
has pulled 
together. 
Some of 
the live 
recordings 
from the 
Battle can 
now be heard 
on the website.
Just before the Battle, we 
put together a compilation 
CD of the three bands, plus 
Phil Hunt and Woodgrave. 
This is on still on sale and 
can be bought from the 
Woodview Farm Shop or 
via any of the members of 
the record label. The CD has 
14 tracks and at only £5 is a 
real bargain. 
The bands have been busy gigging 
as well with shows at the Man on the 

Moon 
in 

Cambridge (Phil Hunt, 
Phoenix Impact and 
Noize);The Junction 
in Cambridge (The 
Jamlinjays); The Wait 
for the Wagon nr Sandy 
(The Victims, Phoenix 
Impact and Noize); 
The Merry Boys (The 
Victims, Phoenix 
Impact and Noize); 
Club 85 in Hitchin (The 
Jamlinjays); The Arena 
tavern in Letchworth 
(The Jamlinjays); The 

Social Club and The Hardwick Arms 
in Gamlingay (The Victims, Phoenix 
Impact, The Jamlinjays and Noize); The 
Gamlingay Rock event (Noize, Phoenix 
Impact, The Victims and Phil Hunt).
And of course there are a number of 
gigs booked for the near future (see 
website for further details).
There have also been live radio 
appearances and interviews. The 
Jamlinjays, Phoenix Impact, Noize 
and Phil Hunt all played separate 
live session on BigglesFM in the run 

up to Christmas 
(audio available on 
our website soon). 
Wayne Hipgrave 
(of The Victims and 
Woodgrave) and 
Paul Currell (of 
Phoenix Impact) 
appeared on Radio 
Cambridgeshire 
to talk about the 
Battle. Phil Hunt was 
interviewed on 209 
Radio (Cambridge) 
about the record 
label and they played 
tracks by Phil, The 
Jamlinjays, Phoenix 
Impact and Noize.
continued on page 33



The record label has also just joined 
AIM (The Association of Independent 
Music), which is a national organisation 
for independent record labels and 
distributors, which will benefit the 
label and our bands through knowledge 
sharing, training and development and 
industry networking opportunities.
We are in the process of planning the 
next year’s activities which includes 
obtaining additional funding, the launch 
and marketing of a new EP from each 
of the signed bands (starting with 
The Jamlinjays – further information 
available shortly), a further battle of the 
bands (pencilled in for November 2009) 
and the signing of three additional 
local bands – again more information 
available shortly from the website. We 
will also be organising lots more gigs 
both locally and further afield, all of 
which will be advertised on the website 
as well as in other places.
It has been a great first year for the label 
– gigs, CD releases, marketing, PR, 
training and development and all at the 
label are working really hard to make 
the next year even more successful. 
We are a voluntary organisation and 
are always looking for help from new 
people. If you are interested in getting 
involved in the project and learning 
about the record industry, please get in 
touch. You can contact us through the 
website or contact Phil Hunt, Project 
Manager directly on 07711 771384 
(phil@GamlingayRecords.org.uk) . 
Oh yes, the website address. www.
GamlingayRecords.org.uk. We look 
forward to hearing from you, and to you 
hearing us.
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With thanks to Dawn Booth for 
letting us use a small selection 
of her lovely snow scenes in The 
Gazette. 
I’m sure many of you have 
fantastic winter pictures to 
treasure after the recent snow 
-Ed.



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0845 4564 564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 4564 564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks, Kirstin 
Rayner Leanne 
Bacon 

650 310

Library 650 169
Forward Gamlingay Chair: Ian 

Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk, Mr. S. 

Kindersley
651 982

POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Diana Matthews 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club Maureen Richardson 0781 6892 886
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
FIrst School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Mr Peter Barham 650 677
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: Brian 

Culverhouse (youth 
teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Olivia Marsh 651 215
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
Community Centre Bookings Parish 

Clerk
650 310

St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Sally Ward 651 337

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Various venues
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure  Phyllis Jaquest 677 313
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywritersorg.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay Scouts Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head  M Clark 650 360
First School Association Secretary: Jane 

Brown
650 208

Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Chris Tomsett ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Vice Chairman Nick Bruce nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk





GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY
Meets in the Library at the 

Village College
7.30pm on the second 
Monday of each month

April 20th 
‘A history of Brickmaking’ 

with Alan Cox

May 11th
‘History using digital 

computers’ 
with Mike Petty

Kevin Knibbs
Carpenter and Joiner

9 Church End
Gamlingay, SG19 3EP

Phone: 01767 650063
Mobile: 07784 775670

Established in 1971


