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Gamlingay Scouts go  Backwoods
Gamlingay Scouts were getting some practise in recently with a 
Troop camp at Bromham. The 19 Scouts (+ 1 Explorer) spent the 
weekend cooking all of their meals in the open on wood fires. 
While they successfully achieved their badge during this camp, 
it was also good preparation for the International Jamboree they 
will be attending in Holland this summer.

Our Group provides Scouting to over 70 young people from 
Gamlingay and the surrounding villages each week. It is run on 
a voluntary basis. If you would like to know more about what we 
do or think you can help in any way, however small, then contact 
one of the leaders or see our new website on 
http://www.gamlingayscouts.escouts.net/

continued on page �

Beavers Lodge Founded

A new unit for the younger 
members of the 
scouting family saw 
the investment of 
its leaders, Karen 
(Magpie) and 
Sarah (Starling). 
Twenty four children 
watched as Barry Jefford, 
(Acting) Group Scout Leader for 
Gamlingay and Everton presented 
the maroon neckie and woggle to 
each leader.
Akela Steve Palmer reminded 
all present of the  seven laws of 
scouting.



continued from page �
The children spent the St George’s themed evening constructing junk 
model dragons, complete with fiery tongues and in some cases wings, 
after first hearing a short version of the legend of St George and why 
he was chosen as patron saint of scouting. 
A varied and exciting programme for the lodge is already planned for 
the remainder of the term, and the children will have opportunities to 
participate in a variety of activities in the months ahead as the lodge 
gets established.

As always, thanks to those who have already come forward with offers 
of help and thank you to the new leaders who are giving up their time 
on behalf of our young people.

Scouts in the woods



Message from the printers

“I have traced back through the whole process to try and find out what has happened 
this month. It has come to light that this month we greyscaled the whole file in order 
to make the images such as those on pages 18 and 19 lighter. This, however, has 
darkened the backgrounds in the adverts with picture files in them (tiffs). Normally 
we send the colour pdf straight through to the plate and run a composite image. 

We will, of course, in future, stick to how we generally treat your files to avoid any 
reoccurrence of this problem and if we feel any images need lightening we will 
only change the individual images. We apologise for the darker images in this issue 
but can assure you that they have arisen though our attempts to improve the overall 
appearance of the magazine not through any lack of care.”

Spurred on by the poor reproduction of all the photographs and 
graphics in the May edition, I have been busy transferring the 
advertisements into the new software and have just managed to import 
and redo them in time for this edition. If you notice any small changes, 
please forgive me, there was rather a large number to draw in one go!
So, this month, for the first time, we present the Gazette to you using 
the new software. Yes, I know the contact page is missing, but please 
be patient, it will be ready for the next edition. 
For those of you who have rung me concerned about the clarity of your 
adverts, please read the comment below. The printers tried their best 
and usually do a good job for us, but sadly their good intentions reulted 
in rather a poor quality edition this time.

This issue includes:

Sunshine pre-school,
Cambridgeshire Police,
Bob Jakes,
Booklinks,
RSPB,

Parish Council and APM,
Green Wellie,
Forward Gamlingay!,
Cats,
Family at War,
Niassa,
Rainbow pre-school

BARN DANCE AND HOG ROAST
Saturday, 21st June 2008

7.30pm - 11.45pm

£15 per person including supper. Licensed bar.
(children’s concessions)

in the barn at Station Road, Gamlingay.
dancing to “Orange and Blue”

Caller Rene Welch

Admission by ticket only:
Sue and David Thorne, Rose Cottage, Church End 01767 651668

Andy Banham, Taylard House, Church Lane, 01767 650517
Brian Jones, 22 West Road 01767 650008

Philip Gorton, The Emplins, 01767 650581 

A GREAT DAY OUT!
Opportunity to visit Gt Dixter, the late Christopher Lloyd’s amazing 

garden.

Gardening club coach trip Saturday, 5th July 2008. Meeting at The 
Crossroads. Bring lunch. Light refreshments available.

Contact Liz Taylor, Cinques Rd  Tel:650 600



News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND EVERTON CUM TET-

WORTH
Revd: Steven Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane
11 Bunyan Close

650 568
650 779

KEY
E=Everton, 

G=Gamlingay; 
H=Hatley St George

Sunday 1st June
8am Holy Communion G
10am First Sunday - The churches of Gamlingay, 

Everton and Hatley join for a 
Joint Benefice Patronal Service

G

6pm No service
Sunday 8th June
8am No Service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H
6pm Songs of Praise E
Sunday 15th June
8am Holy Communion G
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion E
Sunday 22 June
8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion E
6pm Evensong G
Monday 23rd June
8pm Quiet Service G
Sunday 29th June
8am No service
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist and Baptism E

Dear Reader,

CS Lewis wrote “All that is not eternal is eternally out of date.”
What do you do with items that are out of date? Throw them away, recycle 

them, store them away just in case, sell them on ebay? 

A few years back I bought a Playstation2 and told myself it was an investment for 
the future, for when my son gets a bit older he might enjoy playing it too. Within a 
year it was already out of date. How do we cope with the speed of change, especially 
folk who were brought up with the implicit notion that “if it lasts forever it’s good?” 
The problem with that is we don’t know what will last forever. Like the joke about 
the beggar who asks the man “Can you spare any change?” and the man replies “I 
don’t know,  I haven’t finished living my life yet”.

God requires us to be more generous than that, to hand over what change we 
continued on page �
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News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Secretary: Mr W C M Smith 01767 6681530

have, whether we think we need it or not (metaphorically). As Jesus said, you have 
received without payment, give without payment. That’s part of the revolutionary 
rally call from the Gospel. The Gospel of Jesus urges us to consider what is 
unbelievable, unthinkable, untouchable, unspeakable. It challenges us to change 
things. 

Is this how the church is perceived today - as a body that does the unthinkable? 
That changes things? That heals and enlivens, that makes a difference? Or is it 
perceived as simply out of date?

There have been many initiatives to make the church trendy or relevant or credible 
to young people, the disaffected, people on the fringe. It’s an ongoing struggle. It 
takes more than the way we dress things up, the way we present ourselves. Those 
are important but it’s the heart of the matter that people really want to know about. 
What if that heart is torn apart, or is hardened, or stopped beating long ago? 

Jesus speaks about the heart of the matter: the church being a body that makes a 
difference – which is the very least God expects.

Revd Steven Rothwell

Dear Reader,

Perhaps, like me, you enjoy visiting old stately homes open to the public during 
the holiday months. 
Overwhelmed by the grandeur of the architecture; wondering at the ornate richness 

of the plasterwork, carvings and furnishings; intrigued by the complexity of it all, you 
try to imagine what it must have been like to have lived in such an environment in its 
heyday. Maybe you rather fancy the idea of having such a place of your own - not that 
there is any possibility that you ever could! Or is there?
Well, yes, there is! The Bible tells us that when Jesus returned to heaven, among 

other activities he would “prepare a place” for each one of his followers - a 
“mansion” as the old Bible translations have it. The Apostle John had a vision of 
heaven, written down in the Book of Revelation, in which he really ran out of words 
trying to describe the beauty and splendour of it all. As Paul wrote to the church in 
Corinth, “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has 
prepared for those who love him”. A heavenly mansion of your very own!
   To secure one of these heavenly residences will not leave you with a mortgage 

millstone around your neck either and they are maintenance free! Peter calls them “an 
inheritance which can never perish, spoil or fade”. It requires simply that you love 
God and follow the teaching of his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Can you refuse such an offer?

Roy Gibbons

continued from page �

Church Services
Sunday morning 10.45am

We observe the Lord’s Supper on 
the second Sunday of each month

Weekday meetings
(in the Church Hall)

Thursday evening at 7.45pm
Prayer and Bible study

On the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 3.00pm
‘Women in Partnership’



NEWS FROM  
SUNSHINE PRE-SCHOOL

WHAT OUR CHILDREN 
HAVE BEEN DOING

Now the sunnier weather has arrived 
our children have been spending lots of 
time playing in our secure garden. The 
sand pit has been filled up with lovely 
new clean play sand and the children 
just love it!

While they were in the garden the 
children also had great fun with paint 
and painted a giant picture. 
See the photo below. 

In a secluded corner of 
the garden a family of 
snails made a home and our 
children were fascinated 
by them. They found out 
about what they eat and had 
guesses at which snail could move the 
quickest! The children then had a go at 
making their own snails with card and 
wool!

VISITS TO THE FIRST 
SCHOOL

Our older children who will be leaving 
in July have been making visits to the 
First School to see their new classroom 
and teacher! While they were there they 
recognised some familiar faces of the 
children that were at Sunshine last year! 
This helped them feel at ease and they 
soon joined in with the fun!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
July sees Sunshine Pre-School taking 

part in The Barnado’s Big Toddle to 
raise money for this fantastic charity. 
Our Sports and Fun Day will also be 
taking place in July! 

An Open Day will take place and is 
open to families who have children 
approaching pre-school age. Posters will 
be displayed and leaflets handed out 
nearer the time.

WELCOME TO ALL NEW 
CHILDREN!

If your child is approaching pre-school 
age then we would love to meet you. 
Children are welcome from 2½ years 
during our morning sessions. We are 
open Monday-Friday, 9.00am until 
12 noon. A lunch club operates on 
Mondays and Fridays offering children 

the chance to stay for an extra 
hour. If you would like more 
information or a prospectus 
please telephone 07703 
770676. Alternatively you can 
email sunshine-gamlingay@
tiscali.co.uk. You are 
welcome to visit for a ‘taster’ 
session at any time. 

Take a look at our website: www.
sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org - it will give 
you an idea of what happens at our 
friendly and welcoming pre-school. We 
look forward to seeing you soon!



Following the success of the recent 
Murder Mystery Evening  

held by the Gamlingay Players,  
The Farndale Avenue Housing 

Estate Townswomen Guild Dramatic 
Society invite you to their  
Murder Mystery Play  

on Thursday 5th, Friday 6th, 
Saturday 7th June  

at the Community Centre  
at 7:45pm for 8pm.  

The committee would like to 
express their thanks to the Gamlingay 
Players for allowing them to use their 
equipment (and promise they won’t 

break anything). 

You can buy tickets at the  
Cutting Mill or Woodview Farm 

shop  
for only £7, or £5 if you’re young or old.

 Don’t miss a chance to sample our 
wares.

Want to help make 
Cambridgeshire safer?
Cambridgeshire Police Authority 

(CPA) would like to hear from 
people across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough who want to help make 
the county safer. 

The Authority has launched a 
recruitment campaign to attract 
applicants for four of its Independent 
member posts. They want to hear from 
people who can represent a broad range 
of local communities and have the 
ability to challenge accepted views in a 
constructive way. Successful candidates 
will make a positive contribution to 
the Authority’s core role: ensuring that 
Cambridgeshire has an effective and 
efficient police force.

The Authority is made up of 
local people, eight of whom are 
‘Independent’ members – selected 
from the community – who, together 
with nine councillor members, aim to 
ensure the safety of Cambridgeshire’s 
thousands of residents by maintaining 
an efficient and effective police service. 
The Authority is looking for applicants 
with the relevant skills, experience and 
knowledge (detailed on its website or 
available by telephone) to help achieve 
its aims. 

Applicants must be over 18 and live 
or work within the area covered by 
Cambridgeshire Police Authority. A 
commitment of around eight hours 
per week is required, for which an 
allowance and expenses are payable 
upon appointment in October for 
a period of four years. For more 
information, and to apply, please visit 
www.cambs-pa.gov.uk/vacancies.cfm or 
call 0845 345 4335. 

Closing date is 3rd June. 

The Gamlingay & Hatleys
Community Car Scheme

Volunteer Drivers Needed

The Scheme set up to provide 
lifts for local residents who have no 
alternative means of transport for 
essential journeys has, over the years, 
proven to be of invaluable benefit to the 
community.

An increase in demand for this service 
is asking more of our small team of 
dedicated drivers.

If you would like to help and feel you 
could spare a few hours each month, we 
would love to hear from you.

Fuel costs are covered, we just ask you 
to give a little of your time.

For details, please contact:

 Maureen on
 01767 651476

(all volunteers are subject to CRB 
clearance)



Bob Jakes and the Engine!

Over a recent weekend, steam 
apprentices from all over the 

UK (all members of NTET) went to 
Old Warden for an opportunity to 
pair up with engine owners and gain 
hands-on experience of driving and 
steering a steam engine. 

Of the 20 full sized engines which 
took part there were three showman’s 
engines, (yes the huge ones usually 
festooned with lights used at 
fairgrounds) and there were also some 
miniature scale models, too. 

Around 100 children had a chance 
to drive and steer various engines on 
the Saturday, and in the evening were 
entertained for free by Dr Buscar and 
some of the Dorset Rats.

On the second day, the Sunday, the 
slightly more experienced and generally 
older children were taught how to clean 
out the engine, and fire it up (throw 
a fire in the engine). As this takes up 
to two hours, plenty of cleaning and 
polishing takes place as part of this 
morning activity. The process starts 
with a paraffin soaked rag being placed 
by shovel on the fire bars. Kindling 
is added, then larger wooden blocks 
and finally this is topped off with coal, 
(sadly not Welsh at the moment) and 
gradually the fire is brought up to raise 
steam. 

At 10am, breakfast is prepared by the 
apprentices who cook lots of sausages 
and bacon on the engine shovels. The 
hot results are brought to the mess tent 

where the resident chef, Hoggy, adds 
beans and freshly cooked eggs and 
everyone enjoys a hearty breakfast. 

Usually, if ground conditions permit, 
the apprentices spend the rest of the 
day practising their driving skills. 
Sadly this year the ground was too soft 
and the engines would have bogged 
down, so this was cancelled. Bob let me 
have images from the previous year’s 
apprenticeship weekend which had been 
blessed with better weather, and some of 
these are included with this article.

The whole event is organised for 
the benefit of the children, to inspire 
the next generation, and is free to the 
membership; as indeed is their entry 
to any steam event in the UK. Rain 
might have restricted the activities a 
little but it certainly didn’t dampen their 
enthusiasm.

Bob is involved in many charitable 
events, and one of the first items on his 
calendar for this year was attending the 
reopening of The Chequers in January. 
You may have seen the engine and its 
trailer in the Cock Inn car park, or at 
the Wheatsheaf, offering children rides, 
or perhaps you glimpsed it at the Social 
Club during its open day. 

Annually, the engine, and driver are 
to be found attending the Sue Ryder 
fundraiser in Moggerhanger closely 
connected to the Gail Jakes Trust, which 
the Cock Inn and the Wheatsheaf also 
support, and of course Bob attends the 
huge Beds Steam Rally at Old Warden 
(which is a fantastic chance for the 

public to enjoy steam in all shapes and 
sizes over a long weekend. Lovely!) 
The Engine

Bob purchased his engine 2 years 
ago, in Upper Dean, on the outskirts of 
Northamptonshire, just on the edge of 
Bedfordshire. He found it in excellent 
mechanical condition: the previous 
owner had worked hard to keep it in 
good order; so Bob was able to assist 
Dave Davenport, who drove her home 
as a birthday present on the evening of 
18th May. As a bonus, he also purchased 
the living van with the intention of 
refurbishing this later. 

The engine was taken out of service 
in the late 1940’s and was neglected 
into the early 50’s. Images from a 1953 
rally, showed the engine sporting a star 
on her flywheel, and yellow keylines. 
These Bob has had redone. The family 
who owned her in the 50’s had named 
her ‘Margaret’ after their mother, and 
the first rally she attended was in 1953 
- photographic records remain of the 
event. The engine was built as a steam 
tractor, in Kent, and owned by Essex 
County Council for hauling stone to 
make up the roads. The living van 
contained all the tools and provisions 
the crew needed for the job, and they 
were accompanied by a roller and 
scarifier. Whilst the road was scarified, 
the engine fetched stone from a local 
quarry. Once preparations were done 
the load was dropped and then rolled to 
complete the work. The team then all 
moved on to the next section.

Over the 2007 winter, Bob undertook 
work on the engine and more 
extensive work on the living van 
and road trailer. A new roof, new 
wheels, complete painting and 
sign writing were all part of the 
refurbishment manifesto and the 
January event at The Chequers 
marked the first public appearance 
of the engine and trailer in Bob’s 
late father’s green, red and yellow 
haulier livery. His dad’s name 
appears on the engine’s headboards.

I asked Bob when his passion 
for engines began, and he recalled 
an event from the late 60’s when 
he attended a rally with his 
Grandfather who had steamed a 
ploughing engine. His Grandfather 
not only spotted his old engine 
at the event but also his partner 
on board, and a colleague on an 
adjoining machine. He was invited 
aboard and spent an enjoyable 
afternoon reunited with his working 
past. 



Bob has also known Dave Davenport 
for some years, through both 
farming and stock car racing. Dave’s 
involvement with steam came down 
through his father’s ownership of two 
steam engines, and Dave has shared his 
considerable knowledge and experience 
of steam engines with Bob. 

So, do look out for the green 
‘Margaret’, with Bob aboard, as she 
heads off to another charity event; she 
is quite beautiful to see, hear and of 
course smell as only a beautiful old 
steam engine can!

Bob already has bookings for steam 
events this year.

On the weekend of 21st/22nd June 
there is the Brome Road Run and 
Beer Festival with live music at The 
White Horse on the Saturday.

On 12th August the Sue Ryder event 
takes place at Moggerhanger.

On August Bank Holiday (late 
summer holiday) there is the Holcot 
Rally.



Booklinks

Just four of us attended the April 
BookLinks meeting as many 

readers were on holiday. One of the 
chosen books ‘Life Class’ by Pat 
Barker is still a problem to get hold 
of with some distribution difficulties 
with the paperback so no-one had 
read it.

Our other choice ‘Born on a Blue 
Day’ by Daniel Tammet had been read 
by only one person who had enjoyed it 
and described it as an easy read.  It is 
the story of Daniel an autistic savant, 
not unlike the ‘Rain Man’, whose 
unique mind as a mathematician makes 
it hard for him to find employment and 
lead a ’normal’ life. He sees numbers 
in different colours, shapes and sizes, 
and is capable of complex calculations 
mentally, however his daily life and 
social functioning is his greatest 
challenge; a moving memoir of an 
amazing mind.

Discussion on what we might read 
in future months included: ‘Half a 
Yellow Sun’ by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie  which is set in 1960s Nigeria 
and ‘Things Fall Apart’ by Chinua 
Achebe, first published in 1958 which 
tells the story of the breakdown of 
a traditional African society with 
European colonisation.
 

The biography of the 14th 
Dalai Lama was mentioned 
and a historical whodunnit 
‘Dissolution’ by C J Sansom, 
described as a fascinating 
insight into Tudor England.

Reading (for May meeting 
discussion):

The Memory Keeper’s 
Daughter by Kim Edwards

The Diving Bell and the 
Butterfly by Jean-Dominic 
Bauby

June meeting at:
 The Emplins

Bookworms Bookshop, 
Biggleswade can offer 30% 
discount if 6 or more books 
(same title) are ordered.  This 
would need to be co-ordinated 
and it was suggested that 
this be discussed at the next 
meeting.

Happy reading!
Jan



News from RSPB 
The Lodge nature 

reserve
by Peter Bradley

The woods at The Lodge are full 
of bird life, the trees covered 

in fresh, green leaves. Now that the 
longest day approaches, the reserve 
is full of butterflies – the fiery orange 
comma and purple and red peacock vie 
with hoverflies for the sunniest patch of 
bramble. 

Deep in the hidden woodlands, 
badgers are active, and there are signs 
here and there they have been digging 
for worms, although dry weather 
may remove this important source of 
food for them. Their droppings fill 
with irridescent wing-cases of beetles 
instead. Sometimes softer ground along 
paths carries marks from their wide 
paws, or scratches made by their claws.

Other mammals are in evidence. 
You may see muntjac deer, bounding 
through the dappled green shadows 
beneath the oak canopies, flashing their 
white tails, and an early walker can 
sometimes spot a fox, russet brown, 
sneaking cannily through the freshly 
unfurled bracken.

Natterjack spawn has been laid in our 
ponds, and you can now see tadpoles 
from the windows of the hide. It is 
difficult to see the secretive adults 
themselves, which are generally only 
about after dark, but you may hear them 
calling from the ponds on warm, moist 
nights – the call is similar to the sound 
of a grasshopper. 

Such weather also encourages night 
birds to sing. As I write, we don’t 
know whether nightjars are using the 
reserve this year. Their ‘song’ is an 
unmistakable ‘churring’, but you would 
need to be about late to hear it – 10pm 
is roughly when they start, just as dark 
follows the dusk. Nightingales can be 
heard throughout the day and night, but 
their soft, entrancing song carries much 
better when other birds have gone to 
sleep. One had been singing along the 
southern boundary of the reserve since 
the end of April, at the end of Stratford 
Road, and you may come across others 
nearer to home on wasteland or railway 
verges, anywhere where there is dense, 
tangled bramble and scrub.

New benches have been installed in 
several places along the trails, so why 
not sit and enjoy the birdsong now, as 
it will fade quickly towards the end 
of June. We are open every day of the 
week, from dawn to dusk (though the 

car park is closed after dark, or 9pm, 
which ever is earlier). If you prefer to 
come on an organised event, then why 
not pick up a copy of our new Events 
Leaflet, available from The Lodge shop.

There is no charge to enter the reserve: 
it is all included in the car-parking fee.  
Parking is free for visitors to the shop, 
and to all RSPB members. Members just 
need to show their card at the shop to 
obtain a free ticket.

 
Some events over the next few weeks:
 
Dawn Chorus event, Sunday 1 June. 

Start time confirmed on booking. 
 

National moth night, Saturday 7 
June, 8.30pm. Join our friendly 
experts as they record these 
intriguing creatuures. Free event, but 
booking essential.

 
Beginning Birdwatching, Sunday 15 
June, 2pm. 

 
Spider stroll, Saturday 21 June, 
10am. Join a spider expert for a closer 
look at these 8-legged wonders.

Sandy & District 
Round Table

Sandy & District Round Table 
has a new Chairman, Lee 

Packham-Brown, a Gamlingay 
resident . At the handover meeting, 
Lee received his chain of office 
from Russell Godding, the outgoing 
Chairman, who wished Lee all the 
very best for his year. 

Lee said he was looking forward to an 
enjoyable year of events and fundraising 
and to continuing Sandy & District 
Round Table’s long history of support 
for local organisations and projects.

He also hopes to increase the 
membership of Sandy & District Round 
Table so more people can enjoy the 
fellowship of Round Table. 

If anyone is interested in joining 
Round Table and taking part in our 
events such as Karting, Water Ski-ing, 
Golf  and of course the Christmas Floats 
then please get in touch. Round Table is 
in danger of closing in this area unless 
more members are found. All the money 

continued on page ��



we raise, we donate to LOCAL charities, agreed by our members.

Andy Nunn, a Round Tabler for many years, was appointed President and Nick 
Thompson was appointed Vice Chairman.

continued from page ��



Genealogy
I get many requests via the 

Gamlingay website from people 
wishing to trace their family history. 

Unfortunately, I cannot help many 
of them, other than refer them to the 
book “So Great a Cloud of Witnesses” 
published by the Friends of St Mary.  
This excellent book covers over 
800 names of those buried in the 
Churchyard, Graffiti artists, donors to 
the church and others.

Amongst the many I have a Una King 
who is trying to research her family, 
particularly the Wrycroft family; 
blacksmiths, shoemakers and farmers.

Mrs King is looking for someone who 
can undertake research for her – she is 
willing to pay expenses (this is just one 
of several requests!).

If anyone is interested in doing such 
research, please contact me:
Roderick Starksfield,
29 Green Acres,
Gamlingay.
Tel: 01767 651002.

For many people this exhibition has 
been their first experience of viewing 
textiles as art, and, from comments 
received, both spoken and written, we 
know that surprise and delight at the 
variety, scale, content as well as the 
decorative elements have been some of 
the reactions! 
This year the Exhibition runs from 

Saturday 21st June to Sunday 6th July, 
and once again will consist of entirely 
new work.
This year, for the first time, ‘small 

CHAT’ has been invited to exhibit 
at Wimpole Hall, the National Trust 
property near Royston, and the 
exhibition will transfer to the Gallery 
there immediately after it closes in 
Thaxted.
So, if you are not able to visit Thaxted, 

do come along to Wimpole during the 
summer, and combine a visit to the Park, 
Farm and Hall with the ‘smallCHAT 
2008’ Art Textile  Exhibition. I promise 
that you will be surprised!

The Exhibition runs at Wimpole from 
Saturday 12th July to Thursday 7th 
September
For details of times see www.wimpole.

org.

For further information 
visit the website   
 www.smallchat.co.uk

‘Set in Stone’ artist and 
photographer Sue Walton

Art Textile Exhibition 
 in Thaxted and Wimpole 

Hall 

Many people will have heard of 
the Thaxted Music Festival, 

a very prestigious event, originally 
started by Gustav Holst in 1916, when 
he was living in the town, and where 
he wrote ‘The Planets’.
The modern festival was started in 

1980, is run entirely by volunteers and 
extends over four summer weekends of 
wonderful music, performed mainly in 
the impressive medieval church.
In 2001 ‘smallCHAT’, an arts textiles 

group, was invited to exhibit during 
the Festival in the beautiful medieval 
Guild Hall in the centre of the town. 
The exhibition was so successful that 
the group has exhibited there every year 
since then.
 ‘smallCHAT’ is a group of twelve 

innovative textile artists, who originally 
met in Clarance House in Thaxted and 
were called Clarence House Art Textiles. 
Ann Small is the mentor of the group, 
thus the name ‘smallCHAT’. 



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Summary of meeting of Gamlingay Parish Council 8th April 2008 –full minutes are 
available to view at the Parish Council office or on the website.

Items discussed;-

Resignation of Councillor Mrs Ann Elsby – Ann was thanked for her many hours of 
time over the last 5-6 years on the Parish Council, 3 years of which as Chair.

·Community Buildings.

Awards for All application for new furniture has been successful – Thanks to Leanne 
Bacon for her hard work in securing this funding (£4571).  Clearout of all 3 halls to 
coincide with delivery of new chairs and tables to be arranged.
Community Centre – Energy efficient technology to be researched with the intention 
of incorporating as much as possible into the project to reduce bills/environmental 
damage.  Concern expressed by councillor Jarvis about costs of electricity work.  This 
is part of £30 500 budget for phase 1.  County Highways to be asked for informal 
advice about relaying the car park and the police for advice on crime prevention to 
keep the building secure.
 The Old Methodist chapel –Fencing works now complete.
WI Hall – Cllr Bruce agreed to be additional keyholder.

·Parish Plan 
Draft circulated at meeting.
Cemetery/St Mary’s 
Inspectors early release statement on new cemetery site considered.  Professional 
advice to be sought before full response is made.  Churchyard wall – Cllr Starksfield 
has identified a suitable structural surveyor.  More information being sought.
·Village maintenance
Council agreed that it would support any voluntary group who wanted to develop the 
idea of a plastic bag free village as it is concerned about the amount of litter.  Reduc-
tion of paper use in the office was also discussed – further discussion to take place at 
next committee meeting.
Administration 
Clerks hours to be increased to 18 each from 1st May.  Project facilitator to be em-
ployed to progress the Hub project – 5 hours per week.
Risk assessment – No actions reported.
Insurance review – clerks to chase insurers for quotation for additions to policy.  
Agreed to go ahead if within budget. 
Bank reconciliation to end of March and preliminary end of year figures noted.
Annual Parish Meeting-Mr Louden agreed to speak on behalf of the PCC. A represen-
tative will attend from the Baptist Chapel.
Nomination made for a community life award.
Standards board – Cllr Tomsett willing to be nominated again.
Parish Council Website – quotation accepted. To be funded from contingency this 
year.
Focus leaflet – the issue of ownership of the initiatives identified was raised.  Cllr 
Kindersley apologised if there was any offence taken by the Parish Council.

Forward Gamlingay!
Issue raised about maintenance of the grassed area surrounding the BMX track 
– clerks to look into issue of maintenance of existing and new community facilities. 
·Miscellaneous
Request for funding from Gamlingay Mothers and Toddlers – agreed to donate £150.
NATS proposal for changing aircraft holding patterns – article by clerk (LB) and 
email petition details of ruralpeace@googlemail.com noted.  Hand sign petition in the 
Co-op.
Post Office closures – Letter from Cambridgeshire County Council noted.  No details 
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of which post offices will be closed are available yet.
Eco towns – 8000 properties shortlisted for the area south of Sawston. Policy for 
Eco towns being forced on District Council by central Government. This would have 
direct implications on the infrastructure in our area.  
Letter from Inspector Ormerod regarding response times and other issues to be raised 
at the Annual Parish Meeting.

To contact your local parish councillor please either –
Write to the clerks (Leanne Bacon/Kirstin Rayner) 
at The Sir John Jacobs Almshouse Chapel, Church St, Gamlingay, SG19 3LG.
Telephone us on 01767 650310 
E –mail the clerks at gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Or e-mail your councillors as below-
ljarvisgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ctomsettgpc@tiscali.co.uk  (Chairman)
roundgpc@tiscali.co.uk
nbrucegpc@tiscali.co.uk
mgilesgpc@tiscali.co.uk
rstarksfieldgpc@tiscali.co.uk
mhallidaygpc@tiscali.co.uk
pwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk
ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
cemerygpc@tiscali.co.uk
sgroomgpc@tiscali.co.uk
bbushgpc@tiscali.co.uk
jcolebrookgpc@tiscali.co.uk

Summary of the Annual Parish Meeting 
–Tuesday 22nd April 2008

Chairman’s Report – Chairman Chris Tomsett outlined the responsibilities of the par-
ish council and ownership of properties.  Councillors present identified themselves.  
Thanks expressed to the members of the various management committees, volunteers 
including Mr Daisley , Mr Goss and his team of pavement wardens and to the WI 
who have reorganised their schedule to allow the Parish Council to continue meeting 
on their usual night.  The newly printed Parish Plan was launched; this is an impor-
tant document, which will steer decision making in the village for the next 5 years.  
Council has adopted a mission statement and will apply for Quality Council Status 
this year.  After much deliberation and discussion the precept requirement for 2008/9 
has been increased and equates to £1.68 per household per week.
Accounts-Audited Accounts to 31st March 2007 and preliminary figures to 31st 
March 2008 were presented.  Copies of 2008/9 budget and allocated reserves figures 
made available.
Police- Inspector Savage is the new Sector Commander for the area and sent apolo-
gies for not being able to attend.  Chair read out crime statistics from Gamlingay 
Neighborhood Panel report.
 Speakers-
Mrs Ann Elsby- for the District Council. Mrs Elsby provided a summary of her 
involvement in village life and was thanked by the Chair and Cllr Kindersley for her 
commitment to Gamlingay.
Cllr Sebastian Kindersley – for the County and District Councils. Appealed for vil-
lagers to support the police neighbourhood panels which are held quarterly.  Advised 
villagers to be informed about the NATS proposal.  Encouraged council tenants to 
have their say about the proposal to sell housing stock.  Warned about possible future 
housing development in the area – particularly with regard to Eco towns.
Speakers on theme of Village Services – 
Mr J Newman – for Gamlingay First School.  Pointed out the isolation of Gamlingay 
as it follows the three-tier system.  Outlined the many achievements of the school in 
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the last year with the help of supportive staff, parents, governing body and the FSA.
Mr M Clark – for Gamlingay Village College.  Outlined the close links between the 
2 village schools and with the wider community.  Highlighted the great success of 
the school in the fields of sport and music- the junior choir won their category at the 
Bedfordshire Music Festival and were invited to perform at the Gala Evening.  Pupil 
numbers are increasing – the school is the largest it has ever been, with a roughly 
50/50 split between Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire pupils.
Amanda Barnard – Area Youth Co ordinator.  Covers a large area but is now concen-
trating on getting Gamlingay Youth Drop-In centre up and running in the WI Hall 
on a Thursday night.  Has been promoting the centre at Stratton School.  Funding 
secured for a healthy lifestyles project.
Mrs Bridget Smith – for the Community Hub project and Forward Gamlingay! Out-
lined the three-phase approach to the project.  Explained how need for a new commu-
nity facility has been identified and listed potential users.  Financially sustainable plan 
being developed by the Hub group, to hopefully deliver this exciting and ambitious 
project by 2011.
Mrs D Ellison-for the Health Visiting Team in Gamlingay.  Explained the aims of the 
health visiting team and highlighted the problems of working across borders between 
Beds and Cambs.  Very supportive of the Hub project – would use a new accessible 
facility for the Baby clinic and other health clinics.
Mr P Louden – for the Parochial Church Council.  PCC has responsibility for St 
Mary’s church and Hatley and Everton churches.  Monthly quiet service offered and 
worship disco for children.  Fundraising work towards tower repair, ringing chamber 
extension and heating repairs.  Requested that parish council arrange for widening of 
the paths in 2008/9.
Mrs Jane Bygrave – for the Baptist Chapel. Thanks expressed to the Parish Council 
for arranging grass cutting and other works.  No 41 Chapel field has been bought as 
the new Manse for new minister – Rev James Gilbert-who will start in September.
Questions from the public
Mr Barker outlined NATS consultation concerns and asked about Parish Council 
views.  Chair responded that the council was concerned and its views had been pub-
lished in the Biggleswade Chronicle on the 21st March. Letters were also sent to the 
Cambridge Evening News and to NATS and information provided on the Neighbour-
hood Watch newsletter.
Mr Gorton asked that the Parish Council investigate in detail the issue of feasibility of 
the future costs of the Hub project.  Chair agreed to put this on the next agenda.
Mr J Johnson asked Cllr Kindersley about the future of the bus service to Cambridge 
given its limited usage.  Cllr Kindersley encouraged people to use the service, espe-
cially those with concessionary fares.
Mrs Warboys asked about one way traffic proposals as outlined in the Parish Plan.  
Mr Bowen (Parish Plan Officer) responded that all suggestions would be discussed 
with County Highways Team in the medium term and further consultation would be 
provided at future annual parish meetings.

The Chair thanked all that attended and the meeting closed at 9.45pm. Refreshments 
were then served.

continued from page ��

FOR SALE
ORIGINAL CLASSIC 1950’S 

 CREAM AGA COOKER
Two oven, two hob, enamelled, original 1950’s AGA 

converted for use with oil. 
 In good working order, regularly serviced every 9 
months, and in good condition for her grand age.

Viewing appointments can be arranged.
Offers in the region of £1,000.

01767- 651634 for more information
N.B. Buyer to be responsible for dismantling and transportation 



LETTER FROM GAMLINGAY PARISH COUNCIL

Dear Editor,

Re:   Letter dated 3rd March concerning the Community Centre

Further to the letter published in the April Gazette, the Community Centre 
Management Committee wish to respond to the matters outlined in the article. 
The Community Centre has been reliant on volunteers since its inception and the 
Management Committee continues to work hard to keep the building open and 
available for lettings to village groups.

However, due to falling numbers of users and the low level of income generated from 
what can be considered out-dated facilities, the Committee has realized that we need 
to attract external funding and refurbish and extend the current building to cater for 
current needs, or alternatively close the building.

The Parish Council have committed to the Centre by becoming holding trustees, and 
have become more actively involved in supporting the Management Committee to 
help provide a village facility we can be proud of.

Funding of this new facility will require attracting in large amounts of finance from 
external sources for the building of phase 2 and 3, which should be delivered by 2011. 
The Community Hub Group, which consists of representatives from Community 
Centre Management Committee, the Parish Council and Forward Gamlingay! are 
working on a business plan, to calculate running costs and likely expenditure and 
income levels to ensure that the building will be sustainable in the long term.

The Parish Council are looking to employ a Project Facilitator to move this project 
forward.
If your readers have any concerns, or suggestions, or would like to be involved in the 
project, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please contact the Parish Clerks or 
the Community Centre Secretaries.

Yours sincerely 
Kirstin Rayner (Mrs)& Mrs J Cooper 
Community Centre Secretary (job share)

Found
Swimming kit in JD plastic bag
including:
 blue/turquoise towel 
Speedo swimming shorts,
 Prostar t-shirt 

Please enquire at the Parish 
Council Office 
or telephone 650 310.

BigglesFM will be back on-
air from Friday 20th June for a 
summer broadcast, tune in on 

87.9FM or the internet 
www.bigglesfm.com 

The station will be playing 
from a very wide selection of 

music including your requests, 
community announcements, 

guests including live 
bands and coverage 

of local events.
You can contact them 

on 01767 260111.



A Novices view of a Botanical 
trek in South Africa and 

Namaualand
by Jean Venning

 I joined a small group with Naturetrek 
to visit the wildflowers of the Cape 
of South Africa and Namaqualand 
in September 2007. Our botanist 
guide, Maureen Ponting, had a huge 
knowledge and love of the plants 
of these regions and together with 
her husband Michael and the tour 
leader Jeremy, guided our group on a 
wonderful, memorable journey. 

Kirstenboch Botanic Garden. 
Situated on the eastern slopes of Cape 
Town’s magnificent Table Mountain, 
the estate was established in 1913, to 
conserve and promote the indigenous 
flora of South Africa. I had visited 
this garden in 1997 and it was just 
as magical as I remembered. It has a 
fine collection of local fynbos species 
and representatives of all the major 
plant groups in South Africa - almost 
7,000 species. Fynbos has the world’s 
richest flora of bulbous plants, from 
Amaryllidaceae, Iridaceae, Liliaceae to 
Orchidaceae. If you are lucky you may 
see the Cape Sugarbirds and Sunbirds 
feeding on the proteas. We saw both. As 
we were spending the whole day here, I 
optimistically imagined I was going to 
walk up Smuts Path to the top of Table 
Mountain. However, unfortunately, or 
perhaps  fortunately, in my case, the 
heavy winter rains had washed part of 
the path away and it was closed. Donder 
and Blitzen was my immediate reaction 
until I discovered there were three 40ft 
rope ladders, with very widely spaced 
rungs to climb up to access part of 
this path (with a back pack on)!! And 
my vertigo!! I offered a silent prayer 
of thanks to  the Raingod. However, 
we were able to walk the contour path 
which traverses around  the mountain 
at a lower level and found little plant 
treasures along the way, such as  oxalis, 
orchids and droseras. .  The next day 
was a tour of the Cape. Starting with 
the fynbos vegetation at Silvermine.  
Interesting and unusual plants here 
like Protea Lepidocarpodendron 
(Blackboard  sugarbush), with black 
flowers. Tiny little Proteas - acaulos 
prostrate which is mice  pollinated 
and Protea Surruria fasciflora a 
common spiderhead. Also many of the  
fascinating reedlike Restios.  We picked 

up a penguin (or two) at Boulders Bay, 
as you do, and after that continued  on 
the Cape Point. At the highest point here 
found examples of coastal fynbos i.e.  
Mimetes cucullatus, a glaucous yellow 
Zygophylum and a very pretty Nemesia  
versicolor. 

 The Road to Stellenbosch.
Botanised in the marsh at Betty’s Bay. 

The wetlands here even more claggy 
than usual in this marshy area, made 
worse by this winter’s heavy rain. 
Plants like Burzelia Lanuginosa and 
Leucadendron floridum colonize these 
wetlands, but they are fairly quickly 
being lost to development.

Harold Nixon Porter Botanic Garden. 
- a satellite ofKirstenboch displaying 
mountain fynbos species. Pincushions 
such as Leucospermum oleofolium, 
sundews (Droseras), proteas, heathers 
and restios. If we had been lucky we 
would have seen puff adders basking in 
the sun. Thank heavens it was raining 
and I only saw a mongoose. Books 
I read, as a child, on Africa, always 
advocated keeping a pet mongoose 
if you lived in Africa. Seemed like a 
really good idea to me! We overnighted 
at Stellenbosh and next day headed 
north for Langebaan, sighting a pair 
of rare blue cranes en route. By late 
mid morning we were botanising at 
the Duckit Orchid nature reserve, 
seeing treasures like Albucos flacidus, 
ursinias, geissorhizas, moreas, 
lachenalia unifolias, a black nemesia 
barbata, gladiolus gracilis and sundew 
-Drosera cistiflora and at a roadside stop 
carpets ofDimorphotheca pluvialis and 
orchid Pterygodum catholicum. Oxalis 
versicolor with interesting pink twisted 
flowers (I found this in this autumn’s J. 
Parker bulb catalogue).

Lansebaan - Sandvelt shrubland 
- coastal reserve. We found the very 
pretty Grielum grandiflora with rolled 
plate lemon flowers, unkindly called 
Pietsnot - in afrikaans and in English - 
pigs snot. This refers to the slimy, fleshy 
roots!.

Euphorbia mauritanica and burmannii 
colonise quite a lot of the area with 
sudden  splashes of shocking pink 
growing through of Carpobrotus 
quadrifidus (a creeping, succulent 
showy job), good camouflage for a shy 
tortoise. Another  rather flashy flower 
was pelargonium fulgidum, creeping 
amongst the  undergrowth and suddenly 
bursting out with scarlet flashes of 
flowers. At a  lookout point on the 
cliffs the tall orchid Satyrium bicome 
with green scented  flowers, grew with 



watsonias and gladioli. Our lunch stop 
found us very close to  a colony of 
Weaver birds, fascinating to watch in 
and out of their showy homes.

Back to flowers and this afternoon’s 
rarity was Omithogolum (a yellow 
spotty job) and some very pretty purple 
Moreas.

Heading inland now to Cederberg 
mountains, black wing stilts, grey 
herons and avocets were sighted en 
route. Drove alongside the Olifants 
river, past the fruit growing areas, 
heading for Clanwilliam. Our lunchtime 
picnic spot offered  more chances 
for botanising, so lunch was hastily 
consumed so we could go and  explore 
the shrubland. There was pelargonium 
triste yellow, purple sparaxis, and  
babianas. When we arrived at Ramskop 
wildflower meadows (a managed 
reserve),I thought it was fabulous. Just 
how I imagined it would be. One or 
two  of the dedicated botanists were 
not very keen, they prefer little brown  
insignificant things that are extremely 
rare, but I have to say, my heart sang 
with joy at so much colour and beauty. 
All the arctosis, dimporphotecas, 
ursinias,  osteospermums, gazanias 
felicias and mesembryanthemums 
you could wish for,  interspersed with 
leucospermums, watsonias, kniphofias, 
ixias and gladioli. I  purchased seed of 
ixias, gladioli, felicias and gazanias, 
whether they will flourish  is another 
matter.

And so into NamaQualand and the 
Nieuwoudtville area. Very large wild 
flower reserve. The little town has 
been turned into guest houses and 
a restaurant in the old blacksmiths 
building. All run by a very enterprising 
botanist, who loves people to come 
and visit the flower reserves and share 
it with him. The guest houses are just 
as the people who once lived there left 
them, furnished with their possessions, 
books etc. It seems like a great privilege 
to stay there. We spent a very happy 
day in the reserves finding plants such 
as lachenalia elegans, salvia disermas, 
nemesia ligulata, several different 
gladioli, spiloxene, and geissorhizas. 
The Bokkeveld mountain plateau has 
a dry fynbos sub-community on the 
dry eastern side and on the wet western 
side a mesic fynbos. Mountain fynbos 
is referred to as mountain renosterbos 
(rhino bush) which grows on shale 
soil on shallow clefts. The other type 
- afro-montane plant communities 
are to be found near rivers, in ravines 
and areas below cliffs, with a moist 

shady micro climate. We then took 
the route up to Springbok, again along 
the Olifants river where indigenous 
Aspalanthus linearis is grown and sold 
as rooibus tea. Granite hills and sandy 
plains surround Springbok. The quiver 
tree (Aloe dichotoma), which is also a 
feature of Namibia, is common here on 
the rocky outcrops. The trees with their 
interesting bark are a symbol of these 
arid areas.

to be continued.

Relay for Life
 is an unique event which honours 

Cancer Survivors, remembers 
those lives taken away by cancer 
and educates the community into 

cancer prevention.

We have Relays taking place in 
the local area this summer

For more information please visit 
www.cancerresearchuk.org/relay/ 

or telephone 01223 404195

A NEW RECORD FOR 
GAMLINGAY 

Plans to develop Gamlingay’s first ever 
record label have now become a reality, 
thanks to a grant of £9,700 from the 
Lottery Awards for All scheme.

Forward Gamlingay! applied for the 
grant in the hope of raising the money 
to support our young local bands.  Many 
of you will know that the idea of the 
record label was born as a result of a 
highly successful ‘Battle of the Bands’ 
competition, run last November in 
Gamlingay, after which some of the local 
bands went on to take part in a workshop 
aimed at helping them to promote 
themselves and their music.  The idea of 
setting up their own record label seemed 

continued on page �0



COMMUNITY CORNER
Dear Editor,

I have only recently moved 
to Gamlingay but would like 
to say a big thank you to The 
Gazette which I have found 
to be very interesting and 
informative.

Being a sports enthusiast I 
was surprised that there were 
no results or fixtures list for 
Gamlingay Football Club.  The 
reason I say this is because 
I discovered that they are in 
two finals and have one more 
game to win to top their league.

I think this is a wonderful 
achievement for a village 
club and feel it should be 
recognised and more support 
given to the team by the local 
community. I think the Gazette 
is the right tool. I hope by 
the next season this can be 
remedied.
 
I was also disappointed that 
the Tennis Club will cease 
owing to no-one being willing 
to take over from Bridget Smith 
who has been running it for 
many years.

Carole Barker, Gamlingay

a natural progression. 

The aim of the record label is to serve as 
a recording, production and marketing 
vehicle for local young bands and help 
them learn about the music industry.  The 
young people will have opportunities to 
learn recording techniques and to develop 
their own promotional and marketing 
skills under the supervision of expert, 
adult volunteers.  This will be free to the 
bands, and should increase their chances 
of earning money from their music by 
participating in the project.  

The Lottery grant money will be used to 
set up the label, fund band development, 
and allow bands to produce their own CD 
which can then be sent out to promoters 
and radio stations and be sold by the 
bands at live gigs. It will also fund a 
website dedicated to the project, which 
will be running by June, and a schedule 
of releases is being finalised, with 
summer and autumn being targeted for 
the first releases.  

The record label plans to sign up 6 bands 
per year, the first of which are three 
Gamlingay based bands: The Jamlinjays, 
Phoenix Impact and Piston Head.  A 
Battle of the Bands competition planned 
for November 2008 will be used to select 
three further bands.

We’ll keep you updated on this project, 
and if you would like to get involved 
as a volunteer, or just want further 
information, contact Phil Hunt on 01767 
650074 or Sarah Groom 01767 651080.

continued from page �9

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

FORWARD GAMLINGAY!

8PM, WEDNESDAY 16TH 
JULY

THE OLD CHAPEL, 
GREEN END



COMMUNITY CORNER

When? - 14th June 2008 
Who? - Girls and Boys aged 6 to 12. 

Time � 2pm onwards 
Why? - To get an experience of the 
school, and if you enjoy it - join and  

come every week!!! 

Gamlingay Colts Football Club are looking for new players to enter their 
teams next season. The club has a superb set up and meets every Saturday 
morning at Gamlingay First School. If you are interested in joining either 
come down and see for yourself or join in on the Open Trials (below). 

Just come down on Saturdays 
and ask the coaches about how 
to get involved!!! 

Saturday 6th June 2008
Dancing to: 

Jason and the Rockanoughts

Tickets £6.50
in aid of the Children’s Ward, 

Hinchingbrooke Hospital

50/60’s dress optional
Licensed bar

Admission by ticket only

See posters for ticket 
availability

Saturday 21st June 2008
Dancing to 

Original 60’s group

Kenny and the Strollers

Tickets £7

50/60’s dress optional
Licensed bar

Admission by ticket only

Tickets available from:
Vic Cook, The Bungalow, GVC 

Station Road, Gamlingay
651 449

Two opporTuniTies To 
dance The nighT away:

60’s Nights
8pm till late

at Gamlingay Village College



27/28th 
March

Waresley 
Rd

Between
1800 & 0730

 vandals uprooted a conifer & 
cane which was later found 
abandoned in the road.

29th 
March

Waresley 
Rd

Between 
1255 & 1308

a parked vehicle was broken into, 
and a sleeping bag stolen from 
the rear seat. 

1/2nd 
April

Cinques 
Rd

Between 
0900 & 0900

thieves stole chickens from a 
chicken house.

2/3rd 
April

Potton 
Rd.

Between 
1530 & 0830

thieves broke into the Treatment 
Works and stole a stainless steel 
tapered tube chute.

3rd April Church 
St.

At 1837 a female left store with basket 
of groceries which she had not 
paid for. Security followed. She 
dropped the basket and got into a 
Ford Escort driven by a male. 

6th April Church 
St

At 1355 shoplifters filled carrier bags 
which they brought with them, 
and left without paying 

7th April Green 
End

Between  
2300 & 2359

thieves smashed a pane of glass 
to open a large sliding door, once 
inside stole soft drinks from a 
fridge.

15th April Church 
Street

At 1545 shoplifter entered store, put meat 
into a plastic bag, and left without 
paying, 

Neighbourhood 
Watch



The Indulgence Evening 
took place on Friday 18th April at the 
Village College and was an astounding 
success!
With over 30 stalls in attendance there 
was definitely something to please 
everyone who came! The psychics and 
therapists were very quickly booked 
up and the bar was certainly kept busy 
handing out the first free drinks to ticket 
holders. The wide variety of stalls selling 
gifts, jewellery, cards, candles and 
cosmetics certainly made people reach 
for their purses and the grand raffle with 
a great selection of prizes was certainly 
worth waiting for at the end of the 
evening.
The feedback from both stallholders and 
attendees was amazing. In fact it has 
been so positive we have been asked 
when the next Indulgence Evening is 
to take place! So, we won’t disappoint 
anyone and this is now booked for Friday 
24th October 2008 – make a note in your 
diaries!
We would like to thank everyone who 
helped with and attended this event to 
make it the success it was. Particular 
thanks go to Woodview Farm Shop and 
Flower Box for their fantastic raffle 
prize donations, Derek Woods and Kevin 
Turner for being such excellent barmen 
plus all the stallholders who donated 
fantastic raffle prizes. Thank you!

Gamlingay youth café
WI hall, Waresley Rd
Open Monday and Thursday term time
4.15pm to 5.30pm
Great food and drinks
Pool, table tennis, Wii and lots more.
Free hot drink for new members.

HOMES DESPERATELY 
NEEDED FOR ADULT 

CATS
St Neots and District Cats Protection 
are appealing for new and loving homes 
for a number of adult cats. The branch 
is under pressure as all their pens and 
fosterers are full and they have many 
more needy cats on their waiting list to 
come into the branch. The advantages 
of adopting an older cat are numerous. 
Firstly all cats from Cats Protection are 
neutered or spayed, vaccinated, blood 
tested and microchipped and are ready 
to go to their new homes immediately, 
unlike kittens whose owners will have to 
pay for the various vet treatments which 
would be well over £100. An adult cat 
will only have to be kept in for 2 weeks 
and can then go outside, wheras kittens 
can not go outside at all for nearly 6 
months. Another benefit of an adult cat 
is that a new owner who is not at home 
during the day need not worry as the cat 
is likely to settle down and sleep until the 
owner is home and will revolve its life 
around you. A kitten needs feeding every 
4 hours and should have human company 
as much as possible in order to socialise 
it. The cats in the St Neots and District 
Branch are looking for safe loving new 
homes now and come in all shapes, sizes, 
colours and temperaments. There really 
will be one to suit you, so please ring us 
today and make an adult cat an offer of a 
new start. 
 We have many other cats on our waiting 
list to come into the branch. Please 
register your interest and details as soon 
as possible in order for us to find you 
your perfect feline pet.



MY FAMILY AT WAR
by E W Farndell

My grandfather, Charles 
Farndell, was born in 

St. Pancras in1870. He moved to 
Waltham Abbey to seek work and was 
employed as a cordite worker at the 
Royal Gunpowder Factory.

He enlisted in the Beds and Herts 
Regiment when the Boer War 
was imminent and saw action at 
Wittenbergen during 1899 to 1901.
He was awarded the bronze campaign 
medal with three clasps.

In 1914 he rejoined his former 
regiment and was retained in Britain 
as a Sergeant Instructor. He was also a 
bandsman. He played the trombone and 
euphonium, and continued playing in 
a local brass band after he retired. He 
was still playing when I visited him and 
my grandmother whilst on leave during 
WWII. He died on 21st December 1953.

During WWII my grandmother 
served as a nursing orderly in the local 
town hall. While my wife, Nancy, and 
my sister, Jeanne, were visiting my 
grandparents their house and several 
others were badly shaken by a landmine 
landing nearby. Luckily they were not 
hurt but were covered in soot from the 
chimney and walked home afterwards 
singing the old Al Jolson song ‘‘That Old 
Black Mammy of Mine’.’..

My father, Charles Ernest, was born 
in 1896. He obtained excellent school 
reports and should have received 
further education: but coming from a 
working class family it was not possible 
at that time. His life-long interest was 
mathematics.

When the First World War started on 
4th August 1914 he volunteered to join 
his father’s regiment, the Beds and’s regiment, the Beds ands regiment, the Beds and 
Herts. This was later separated into 
two regiments. He remained with the 
Hertfordshires and was awarded the 
1914-1918 Star and two other medals.

In 1916 he was wounded by shrapnel 
and whilst in the Royal London 
Hospital, met my mother, Iris. They 
married in 1919 and settled down at 
Waltham Abbey in government quarters 
that were part of the Royal Gunpowder 
Factory complex where he resumed his 
former employment.

He also joined the town volunteer fire 
service, and later the RGPF fire service 
as well. By the advent of WWII he had 
been promoted to Chief Fire Officer. It 
was always a dangerous job, for not only 
were explosives manufactured there 
but the town as well as the factory were 
under constant threat from air raids, 

flying bombs, and later, V2 rockets. He 
was awarded the Exemplary Fire Medal 
and the Defence Medal. 

My mother was born Iris Manders 
Trett in Bethnal Green on 10th May 
1900. She became a Red Cross nurse 
at the Royal London Hospital at the 
outbreak of WWI (where she met my 
father). When war was declared in 
September 1939 she volunteered for 
duty as an Air Raid Warden, using her 
former skills as a nurse when necessary 
as there were many incidents during the 
war when they were needed. The most 
serious occasion was in March 1945 
when a V2 fell in the main street only a 
few yards from our house. Fortunately 
the blast went in a different direction for 
my wife, Nancy, was visiting with our 
eldest daughter, then nine months old. 
They were unhurt but the house, with 
several others, was badly damaged. One 
family lost three of its members and 
many more were injured.  My mother, as 
Warden, summoned help and my father, 
with his fire crew assisted the local 
defence force in combating the flames in 
the burning buildings. The town was cut 
off from the surrounding area by a large 
crater in the road. It was many months 
before any appreciable repairs were 
made to the buildings.

My mother was awarded the Red Cross 
Efficiency Medal for her work as a nurse 
and the Defence Medal for her actions 
in WWII.

My uncle, Albert Oliver Farndell, 
was born at 14 Milton Street, Waltham 
Abbey in 1897. He joined the Beds and 
Herts during the First World War as a 
regular and was later posted to India. 
He was promoted to Staff-Sergeant and 
completed his tour of duty there.

He was ‘Mentioned in Despatches’‘Mentioned in Despatches’Mentioned in Despatches’’ 
for quick thinking when in charge of 
a hand grenade exercise. One of the 
recruits dropped a live grenade instead 
of throwing it. My uncle shouted 
‘Down!’ to the others then picked up theDown!’ to the others then picked up the’ to the others then picked up the to the others then picked up the 
grenade and threw it over the parapet. 
The grenades were primed with a 
seven-second fuse and without his quick 
action there could have been fatalities.

My brother Albert Lionel enlisted 
in the RAF in 1941 aged 17. He was 
posted to Conningsby after training 
as a Wireless Operator/ Air Gunner 
and joined a bomber squadron flying 
Wellingtons (‘Wimpeys’ to the crews).‘Wimpeys’ to the crews).Wimpeys’ to the crews).’ to the crews). to the crews). 
Lionel was a tail gunner, a very 
dangerous position as enemy fighters 
attacked from the rear and out of the 
sun. He survived several operations but 
on one occasion they crash landed and 

the undercarriage collapsed. Being in 
the rear position and under the heavy 
gun mounting he was trapped and badly 
injured. The crew realised this and 
knew he was in danger, for the plane 
started to catch fire. They quickly got 
him out but he spent some considerable 
time in hospital and was later sent to the 
Azores to recover.

The bond that existed between all 
members of the crew willing to save one 
of their own was prevalent in all similar 
situations. He warmly thanked them 
when he recovered . He was awarded 
the RAF Service Medal and other war 
medals.

My sister Jeanne, was born in1921 and 
served as an Ambulance Attendant from 
1940 to 1942 . She attended the majority 
of incidents that occurred while she was 
on duty. In August 1942 she enlisted in 
the ATS (Auxiliary Territorial Service) 
and served until the end of the war. She 
was awarded the Defence Medal.

My sister Sheila was born in 1927 
and enlisted in the ATS in 1944 aged 
seventeen. She was ‘demobbed’ in 1945.

My own military career started when in 
April 1938 I joined a Territorial Royal 
Engineers searchlight company based 
next to our house in Waltham Abbey. 
We were to help defend London if war 
should be declared and were only a few 
minutes flying time from the City. In 
November 1938 I was called up for 14 
days regular service manning an anti-
aircraft position at Purfleet. In May 
1939 the company was transferred to the 
Essex Yeomanry, Royal Horse Artillery. 
We were issued with horse riding kit, 
spurs, etc. but only used it on parade.

When war was declared in September 
1939 the unit, now part of 147 Field 
Regiment RA, was sent on coastal 
defence at Southwold and Dunwich. It 
was there that I first heard of ‘The City 
Beneath The Sea’

At Catterick we were asked to 
volunteer to learn to drive. We learned 
later that drivers were needed for 
the build-up of forces for the second 
front (the D-Day invasion) so I was 
transferred to the Royal Army Service 
Corps. After training in lorries at 
Buxton, Derbyshire, I was sent to 
Towyn, mid-Wales to train on the 
American DUKW, an amphibious 
vehicle for transferring supplies from 
ships anchored out at sea to dumps on 
the beaches. 

When the second front was imminent,  
at the end of May 1944 we were 
confined in a closed camp at Gosport. 
We were kept in reserve until ‘Gold’ 



PROFITOLOGY
Serious about growing your business?....Here’ are some useful tips

In this series of articles we aim to bring you useful advice and information which 
will help grow the profits and turnover of small/medium size businesses in and 
around Gamlingay. Here’s another common mistake… 
Writing To Your Clients Or Customers In A Non-Personal Way
I’m amazed at how frequently this occurs. When you write to your clients or 
customers please use their name. Don’t ever write to your clients like this…

Dear Client
Dear Sir/Madam (yes I still receive letters like this – I’m sure you do too) 
or my personal favourite …
Dear Valued Customer

This sounds really obvious but it happens regularly. If the person you’re writing to is 
a client or customer, treat them like you would a friend. NEVER write to your clients 
like this again. Here’s how to do it…

Dear John
Good Morning John
Hi John

If at the beginning of the relationship you would rather be more formal you should 
use the following greetings…

Dear Mr Brown
Good Morning Mrs Jones

Think about it…
If you’re a ‘Valued Client’ why hasn’t the business taken the time and effort to write 
to you personally? For many people this is very irritating. It’s a sure fire way to annoy 
and even repel people from using your products or services in the future.
And don’t forget… one of your ultimate objectives is to nurture your relationships so 
you can ensure your prospects and existing clients or customers remain as profitable 
as possible. Using their name is a good start!
If you’d like to know more about how we can help your business using low cost 
and no-cost marketing strategies or for more information about Anglian Business 
Solutions, visit www.a-b-s.biz , phone Phil on 01767 651577 or e-mail phil@a-b-s.biz
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beach had been secured. A week later 
we sailed in a ferry type Liberty boat, 
drove down the ramp, into the sea 
and on to the beach. We remained 
working from the beach from 5:30 a.m. 
until after dark until our armies had 
advanced into Belgium and Holland.

The only occasion during this time 
that I saw a German was when we saw a 
dead airman in the sea. I lashed him to 
the side of the DUKW and towed him to 
the beach where we handed him over to 
the Beach-Master. We were fairly safe 
on the beach as we were dug-in. Behind 
us was a German minefield complete 
with ‘deaths-head’ notices - “MINEN”! 
We lost three of our vehicles to shelling 
from a long-range gun at Le Havre.

Eventually we were given 3-ton lorries 
and advanced north through Belgium. 
We crossed the German border by the 
Remagen bridge. The next main town 
was Celle. We parked in the forecourt 
of the film studios where many of 
Germany’s films had been produced 
before the war. The next day we pressed 
on and after several more days entered 
Hanover. While there we saw our first 
Russians. They were a company of 
their elite guards, goose-stepping down 
the main thoroughfare in their parade 
uniforms. Finally we reached Berlin and 
parked in front of Spandau prison where 
later, Rudolph Hess, Hitler’s Deputy 
was held.

During the six months I served there I 
was lucky enough to be offered a flight 
in a converted transport Lancaster. 
There were no seats so we sat on the 
floor with our backs to the side of the 
aircraft. It was a lot quicker than going 
on leave overland by train and we 
landed at Marham after just three hours. 
I returned from my ten days leave the 
same way.

During my service in Berlin I was 
promoted to Transport corporal in 
charge of movement details of our 
vehicles. The majority of our work was 
collecting German soldiers returned 
from Russia from the railheads. They 
were in a terrible condition: frozen, 
half-starved and with uniforms 
unsuitable for the severe winter they 
had encountered. They were taken to 
Displaced Persons Camps.

The Germans were not our enemies 
any more but the Russians were. They 
were forced to survive any way they 
could and tried to steal supplies from 
our vehicles. We had to make sure we 
were armed on every detail to deter 
them.

I was demobilizes in June 1946 and 

Tennis Club to Remain Open
Good news! After a successful meeting a 
new committee has been put together, so 

the tennis club will be able to continue into 
the 2008 season. We felt that it would be a real shame for the courts 
to be closed for what looks to be a glorious summer if the current 

sunshine is anything to go by. So as a newly formed committee we’re 
starting to get to grips with what needs to be done but hope that the 
usual tournaments and coaching will go ahead as usual. We hope to 

see many of you playing down at the courts this summer.
If you have any enquiries about renewing your membership, coaching 

or tournaments please either email or phone us at lilygolding@
hotmail.com or ring at 01767 651215.

Olivia Marsh, (New Committee Member)

returned, thankfully to the Welsh girl I married in 1941, and family life after serving 
for eight years. 

I received three war medals including the France and Germany Star and the 
Territorial Service Medal. I served nearly forty years later in government service in 
what used to be called the Royal Gunpowder Factory, in the Fire Service, later in a 
research department, and received the Imperial Service Medal.

I end these memoirs with the thought that:
As you have seen, my grandfather instilled in all of us that it was our duty to serve 
when needed.



If you have any questions about these 
- or indeed any other - matters, please 
do not hesitate to contact us – 
Sebastian Kindersley on 651982 or cllr.
kindersley@scambs.gov.uk or write 
to the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 
3JA and Bridget Smith on 650510 or at 
bridget@glockling.com. 

Thank You!

A sincere thanks to all of you who 
supported Bridget’s election and my 
re-election last Thursday May 1st as 
your District Councillors. We will be 
working hard to ensure that we deserve 
your support - please let either or both of 
us know if there are any issues that you 
wish to raise. 

Overall South Cambs remains largely 
unchanged by the recent elections with 
the Independents losing one seat to the 
Conservatives in the final tally. Even 
our one lone Labour Councillor was re-
elected. Next year’s elections will be for 
the County Council and European seats 
– and probably in June.  

Airplanes stacking over Gamlingay & 
the Hatleys

The consultation is now over (ended 
May 22) and I hope you got the chance 
to respond either online or by post. We 
shall see what happens as I understand 
that there may well be a legal challenge 
at least to how the consultation was 
handled (very badly we think). We are 
also concerned that if the stack is given 
the go-ahead the very next thing that will 
happen is an application to lower the base 
from 7,000 feet – and we’ll be fighting 
that too. 

Another consultation you may wish 
to respond to is for a second runway 
at Stansted Airport. Consultation on 
the application is being conducted by 
Uttlesford District Council and your 
comments need to be with them by June 
26th. Although perhaps not of immediate 
local interest there will be significant 
impacts on the M11 and the Cambridge/
London rail-link. South Cambs has a 
policy agreed in 2006 of objection to 
the proposal on the grounds of serious 
environmental damage around the 
airport and the serious impact on global 

warming that the proposals would have. 

Police News

The Police have been working hard to 
ensure that  people are becoming more 
aware of the need for caution before 
they open doors to strangers. They are 
continuing to receive requests for talks 
on home security and personal safety so 
do please keep them coming. They have 
trained up a volunteer who is a retired 
Special Constable who has agreed to 
provide evening talks to any group that 
would like one. 
  
In addition they have obtained some 
funding from the South Cambs Crime 
and Disorder Reduction Partnership to 
purchase window alarms, door mirrors, 
window locks etc that can be fitted to 
properties fairly easily. If you know 
someone who could make use of any of 
the above, please don’t hesitate to contact 
them at Parkside Police Station on 0845 
456 456 4. 

At the most recent Police Neighbourhood 
Panel we heard how the Police are 
trialling a new community speed project 
whereby volunteers track speeding 
vehicles’ registration details which are 
then used by the Police to contact the 
errant driver. Trials are currently taking 
place in Soham and we’ll let you know if 
and when this will be introduced in South 
Cambs parishes. 

Eco-Towns

The Government in its infinite wisdom 
and for reasons totally inexplicable 
to the normal person on the street has 
decided that – in addition to the 47,500+ 
houses to be built in the Cambridge 
Sub-region by 2016 – we should also 
have a new Eco-town at Hinxton. 
Or at least at the moment it’s on the 
shortlist of 16 of which 10 will be built. 
Madness. We have three core problems 
with this announcement. Firstly, enough 
is enough. Planned development in 
the Cambridge sub-region is already 
introducing major developments such as 
Northstowe and the Cambridge fringes 
such as at Cambridge Airport. We need 
to be allowed to absorb this incredible 
level of development without the further 
pressures that an Eco-town at Hinxton 
would bring.

Secondly if the Government is serious 
about Eco-towns it should put its money 
where its mouth is. The Government 

should require that all the agreed 
development such as at Northstowe 
meets Eco-town standards. It has failed 
to do so. We are constantly fobbed off 
with the excuse that it is too late – but the 
reality is not a single brick has been laid 
at Northstowe. It is not too late to make 
Northstowe an Eco-town.

Thirdly the developments in the sub-
region are not being given the proper 
financial backing that they need to 
make them successful and prosperous 
communities. The Government is 
consistently failing to provide financial 
support for major infrastructure 
development such as the improvements 
to the A14. That failure penalises the 
developments and affects important 
issues like the amount of affordable 
housing that can be provided so we 
need the Government to fund the agreed 
developments properly.

Needless to say the announcement 
has caused the Districts, City Council, 
Cambridgeshire Horizons and County 
Council to band together in a serious 
show of solidarity against this. You can 
sign an online petition against it at www.
stophanleygrange.org.uk  I mention here 
that a lot of the land involved belongs to 
a subsidiary of Tesco…..

Badgers in Croydon

Those Gamlingay & Hatley residents 
who use the shortcut through Croydon 
to get to the A1198 will know that a 
badger’s sett has closed the road. The 
badgers have excavated the road from 
underneath – apparently partly because 
the sun warming the tarmac has made it 
a very desirable home. Be that as it may, 
the road is dangerous and the County 
engineer has closed it. Some drivers are 
moving the bollards and continue to use 
the road but I am sure they realise that 
this is at their own risk; and they will not 
be able to claim from the Council should 
their vehicles be damaged. The closure 
is scheduled for 5 months or until the 
badgers are relocated.

Post Offices

Many residents have raised concerns 
about the Gamlingay Post Office (and 
a couple about Hatley St. George 
PO!!) and whether or not it will 
continue in the village in the light of 
the Government’s latest drive to kill 
rural services by closing POs. The 

Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on District and 

County Council issues
by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page �7



information on Cambridgeshire branches will be released in July but 
as yet there is nothing to indicate the branches selected for closure. 
We have undertaken to fight closure here – and we will do exactly 
that should we need to.  On behalf of Cambridgeshire Together Board 
and Peterborough City Council, the Post Office Network Group at 
the County Council is coordinating communication with Post Office 
Limited (POL) regarding the closure programme.  Key steps so far:

Research Group produced impressive body of evidence on 
growth, deprivation, and access issues which has already been 
sent to the POL. This is extremely important for Gamlingay as 
it is one of the most deprived wards in Cambridgeshire in terms 
of access to services. (This includes the other Parishes such as 
Hatley and Lt Gransden, btw)
POL will produce their proposals for closure on the 8th July, with 
consultation lasting until 26th August. 
County and District Councillors and ALL Parish Councils have 
been briefed and updated on the process, and initial arrangements 
have been made for district based meetings for County, 
District and Parish Councillors to take place as soon after the 
announcement as possible.
As well as responding to this closure threat the PO Network 
Group will also prioritise measures to help sustain the surviving 
network. Many of the surviving sub post offices will still not 
be economically viable as a business and we will examine what 
measures can be developed to assist them.

Lost Footpaths

At Gamlingay Annual Parish Meeting the issue of a lost right of 
way running from Wood Farm,  Cockayne Hatley to Hatley Road 
Gamlingay was raised by a member of the public. I have made 
enquiries at the County Council (as this path is not on the definitive 
map) and the response is as follows: 

“This is the type of ‘lost way’ that we find most difficult. I have been 
approached by the Ramblers’ Association about this route before and 
have given them the same answer. This route is not shown on old 
documents as a historic path (it is a lot easier to resurrect old paths 
which are so shown!). Therefore, in order to get it registered, there 
would have to be  a concerted effort by someone locally (this could 
be the parish council, local walking group, Ramblers Association, an 
interested member of the public, even a local county councillor) to 
collect written statements from people who have used this route in 
the past or who still use it now, if applicable. When this evidence is 
submitted to the Countryside Access Team, we can act upon it. The 
CAT is unable to proactively collect this type of evidence, both for the 
obvious logistical reasons and lack of local knowledge, and because 
we are in a position later on in the process of acting in a quasi-judicial 
manner in terms of judging the very same evidence when determining 
whether to make an order to register a path.
 
If anyone feels they want to take this forward, I or one of my 
colleagues would be very happy to discuss the details with them 
further.”

Over to you!!

•

•

•

•

continued from page �7



WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Parish Council

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month

7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, Almshouse Chapel

Second Tuesday each month For information contact the Clerk on 651982

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 651982

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
15th July 2008

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. 
For further information contact the Clerk on 01767 651982. 
We meet every other month and further information can be 
found on the website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

Guild of St Mary

Monday, 16th June Outing to John Bunyan Museum, Bedford

The Gazette

Monday, 2nd June 2008 Copy deadline for July/August double summer edition.

Monday, 28th July 2008 Copy deadline for September edition.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 650748.

Guitar Group Workshop Meets every Saturday, 9.15am at GVC. For further information 
call Peter 652003

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Booklinks First Thursday of the month 

Penny Turner, Chapelfields

Gardening Club

Wednesday,4th June Evening outing - tba

Saturday, 5th July Day outing to Christopher Lloyd’s Gt Dixter (see page 3)

Sandy and District Round 
Table  

Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978

1st and 3rd Monday of Month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

History Society
Monday, 9th June ‘Fire Brigade histroy-Cambridge and National, with Gordon 

Townsend



WHAT’S ON IN JUNE

Over 50’s walks

Wednesday 25th June, Thursday 
24th July, Wednesday 20th 
August

9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Contact Lindsay Bygraves in Mill Street for further 
detailsw

Potton and Gamlingay Health 
Walks
Every Thursday 10.00 am start. Ring Pat on 01767 650132 for details. These 

walks are led by two trained health walkers.

History Society Meets in the Resource Centre at the Village College at 7.30pm 
on the second Monday of each month. 

Monday 9th June Fire Brigade History, Cambs and National with Gordon 
Townsend

Social Club All events starting at 8.30 pm. New members welcome

Saturday, 7th June The Curvy Lovedogs 3 piece band

WI

Tuesday, 17th June Mrs L Milbourn ‘A very different War’.

Tuesday, 15th July Mrs Eileen Gostling ‘Local Magistrate’.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 

Mucky Pups

Tuesday mornings Messy play for under 5’s. 9.30 to 11.30am Church Hall £2

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay

St Mary’s choir Practice

Thursdays 6.45pm Choir practice open to all interested singers

Wildlife Trust South Cambridgeshire Woodlands
Family Events
Tuesday 5th August 2pm-4pm at Waresley Wood. Meet in the new car park 

“Marvellous minibeasts” – search for minibeasts around the 
reserve and make model minibeasts and minibeast hotels to 
take home. Booking not essential.

Forward Gamlingay

Wednesday 16th July AGM   8pm  Old Chapel, Green End



GamlinGay Gets 
another school

For over 80 years the Church 
in Gamlingay has had links 

with the diocese of Niassa in northern 
Mozambique and has been active in 
raising funds to help improve living 
conditions in the region.

Over the past few years these links 
have strengthened and as well as having 
visits from Bishop Mark Van Koevering 
and his wife Helen, several members of 
our Church congregation have visited 
Mozambique to witness the problems 
first hand.

It has long been our hope that we 
would one day be able to welcome 
someone from Niassa to Gamlingay and 
during April we were delighted to greet 
Osvaldo and show him what a great 
place Gamlingay is. 

Chris and Dawn Martin played host 
and with the help of lots of friends 
including Gerry Brunt, made Osvaldo 
very welcome.

But even more exciting for us was 
that several fund raising events meant 
that Osvaldo left with more than he’d 
bargained for. He’d told us of a project 
he was involved with which aims to 
provide orphaned children with books 
and uniforms in order for them to attend 
school.

Jarrod Warner a pupil at Gamlingay 
First school had already raised over 
£100 by conducting his own personal 
sponsored silence – a fantastic 
achievement and one which he can be 
very proud of!

But the good news didn’t stop there 
because Gamlingay Players wanted 
to remember Amy Lothian, a young 
member who sadly passed away last 
year. And as a way of remembering 

Amy the Players thought helping the 
children of Niassa would be a great idea.

And just when we thought things 
couldn’t get any better Amy’s family 
added their own contribution to the 
fund.

The result means that rather than 
being able to provide some books 
and uniforms we may well be able to 
provide the resources to build another 
school – which will also double as a 
health centre, community centre and 
serve the community in many ways.

We would like to say a very sincere 
thank you to everyone who was so 
generous – and we can assure you that 
every single penny you give goes to 
helping the people of Niassa – nothing 
is taken out in running costs or 
administration!

Thank you all!

This was the Health Centre as viewed by 
Gerry Brunt on her visit to Niassa



Time is racing by at Rainbow 
as we approach the May Bank 

Holiday half term in just three weeks 
time and what a busy time we have 
had.  Easter seems a long time ago 
but we would like to say a big thank 
you to everyone who came along and 
supported our Easter Fayre.  

Despite the weather we had a great 
turnout and although we could not 
have the traditional Easter egg hunt we 
had an Easter egg lucky dip instead 
which the children seemed most happy 
with.  There was a raffle, lucky dip and 
tombola as well as lots of activities for 
everyone to take part in.  There was a 
great atmosphere and all the activities 
were kept very busy and then to keep 
us all going there were some delicious 
refreshments on offer – a steady flow 
of tea, coffee and squash and some 
mouth watering cakes, biscuits and of 
course hot cross buns.  We raised in 
excess of £300 during those two hours 
all of which goes towards providing 
equipment and experiences for the 
children so once again thank you all 
very much.

During the Easter break a fabulous 
new wooden fence was put up in place 
of the wire one by the Parish Council 
and the Pre-School would like to 
express their thanks for this.  Not only 
has it made the area look much brighter 
and bigger but it has also made it safer 
and more private for us all.  In fact we 
would like to thank the Parish Council 
for their continued support with our 
general running and the projects we 
come up with to continually maintain 
and improve the setting for our children 
and their families – we could not do it 
without them.

This half term we have been thinking 
about spring and its different aspects 
including weather, plants and flowers, 
lifecycles and mini beasts, food and 
colours.  We made individual rain 
shakers and then used them as we sang 
our favourite weather songs (not sure it 
helped keep the rain away though).  We 
also made beautiful cloud and rainbow 
pictures which are up on our display 
boards for all to see.  We had great fun 
in the garden setting lots of different 
seeds in pots and in our vegetable patch.  
We now have lots of seedlings to tend 
and watch grow including carrots and 
lettuce, corn flowers and sunflowers. We 
bought a lightweight mini greenhouse 

so that we can try growing some 
different plants and we can protect them 
from the changing weather.  During this 
week we took a walk around our garden 
to see what flowers were growing and 
then we made flowers using tissue paper 
and pipe cleaners which we then put on 
display in a vase.  

During our look at lifecycles we 
planted broad beans in pots and watched 
them grow indoors thinking about how 
they started off and what they would 
turn into.  We also welcomed back 
some of our stick insect offspring from 
last year.  The children love looking 
at and handling (very carefully) the 
stick insects which are all at least 
four centimetres long.  We especially 
enjoyed looking round the garden with 
our magnifiers at the mini beasts around 
at this time of the year.

Talking about food was very 
interesting as we looked at foods which 
are healthy and unhealthy and cut out 
pictures from magazines to make some 
posters showing this.  We thought about 
being fit and exercising and enjoyed 
bouncing on the trampet, dancing, 
throwing and catching and practising 
star jumps.  We also managed to fit in 
baking scones twice that week which 
smelled delicious and were taken home 
to share (if they lasted that long on the 
journey home).

This week we are thinking about 
spring colours – what they are, how 
they have changed since autumn and 
how they make us feel.  We will also 
be mixing colours in different ways 
including marble rolling which is always 
very popular.  

Last Tuesday evening we held a 
Ladies’ fashion show at the WI Hall 
– thank you to all who attended – with 
six wonderful models from Rainbow.  
La Moda Fashion Shows specialise in 
top labels at much reduced prices.  After 
very little rehearsal our glamorous 
models – Debbie, Kay, Penny, Rachel, 
Sharon and Val - took to the catwalk in 
outfits chosen by the La Moda ladies.  
The show started off with casual wear 
and ended with some lovely items for 
special occasions.  Once the models had 
finished (well done Debbie for wearing 
those incredibly high heels) the raffle 
was drawn and then everyone could 
browse the clothes for sale.  It was a fun 
evening with lots of laughs and a chance 
to get together socially whilst also 

raising some money for the children at 
Pre-School.  

We have begun our visits to Miss 
Slater’s Reception class at the First 
School and say a big thank you to the 
Reception children, Miss Slater, Mrs 
Woodall, Mrs Robins and Mr Newman 
for inviting us to do this.  It is our third 
year of visiting reception with the 
children going to school in September 
and is just as popular as ever.  We 
spend half an hour every Tuesday in 
Miss Slater’s class experiencing what 
it is like to be at school.  The children 
are all very excited to go and have a 
wonderful time whilst they are there.  
The reception children are very kind, 
looking after the Pre-School children 
and showing them around.  It is a 
very positive experience for everyone 
involved and helps to ensure a smooth 
and enjoyable transition from Pre-
School to School.  It is also wonderful 
for us to see the children which moved 
up to reception the previous year.

This half term ends on a particular 
favourite of ours – the annual visit 
to Gamlingay Fire Station.  All our 
children are able to come to this along 
with their parent/carers and younger 
siblings and it is a very popular event.  
The children learn about safety and 
the role of fire fighters, they get to 
explore the fire engine and use the 
hoses with water and they have a 
sponsored parachute jump from the 
practise tower.  No, we do not send 
the children parachuting from the 
tower!  Instead they nominate their 
favourite teddy or soft toy attached to 
a specially designed (by a parent/carer) 
and home built parachute to bravely 
jump from the tower with a prize for 
the quickest jump.  This is taken very 
seriously by all involved especially the 
design engineers/manufacturers of the 
parachutes!

Refreshments are also served to the 
children courtesy of the Fire Station.  
This event is only able to go ahead 
due to the kindness of Ian Newman 
and a colleague who generously take 
time off work to arrange and run the 
morning, the Fire Service for allowing 
us to go and Val Newman who works 
alongside her husband in arranging it 
all (especially the refreshments).  It is 
very much appreciated by everyone at 
Rainbow and will be an excellent way to 
round off the half term




